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The Colonization Society, while its agent was paint- 
ing the prosperous condition of Liberia, had docu- 
ments in its possession that would at once have ex- 
posed the falsity of the statement. The auxiliary 
society of Georgetown, in Brown County, (Ohio,) 
who had sent out a Baptist missionary, of the name 
of Jones, (a colored man,)* to inquire into the state of 
the colony, had, a few months before, received his 
report, together with another from a convention of 
the settlers, called by the agent of Liberia for the 
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2 TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES. [CHAP. XXIV. 

same purpose. A copy of these documents was sent 
by one of the Lane students, Mr. Wattles, to the 
Cincinnati Journal. He bad procured them from 
the society's secretary, (Dr. Buckner,) in addition to 
some letters transmitted to the committee of the 
Board of Managers of the Presbyterian missions by 
their a^n^ Mr. Templf, whom they hiui sent out to 
Africa. The journal refused them a place in its co- 
lumns. All these documents gave avery jmfavorable 
account of the polony. The convention, whose names 
are appended to the report, state, among other things, 
that the settlers, ^^ on their arrival, are placed in 
public receptacles; and, in almost every instance, 
their lands are withheld from them till they are over 
the fever. Consequently, many who do not take the 
fever for several weeks, and are anxious to do some-> 
things but not having their lands ajG^igo^d thern^ 
turn their attention to traific^ and those who are 
disposed to do nothing, let themselves down, depend- 
ing upon what they get from th^ pubfic stores. The 
fev^ now takes them, «Jod is of such a nature that 
it generally brings on a tram of diseases, and is also 
calQulated to produce indoleoce in almosl every caBe. 
About the Ume they are half through with the fever» 
the six moaths are expired, and they are turned out 
of doors, sick» weak^ and debilitated ; and, from the 
loss of friends and relatives) many aie brokenrhearted, 
and are tibus broi^t to aa untimely grave. Oibera 
are so discouraged) as to have no incUnatioa to help 



liiemaelTe&9 asd eomieqaeiiity 00 mtmiy afflicted 
widowB and efpbacns b^coore burthensonie upon 80* 
dttyJ* Mr. Jcmee say^, in bis r^Kirt, thadt ^ ttiei^ 
are Imndreds there wIk> woidd rather come baek and 
be stayes, than etay in Liberia.^ ^ OT all misery, 
and an poverty, and all repining, that my imagina* 
tiott had ever coneeived,** — sach are bis words,-*^it 
never had reached what my eyes^ now saw, and my 
ears beards Hundieds^ of poor ereatures^, squalid, 
lagged, hungry, wifliouf employment, — some actually 
starving ta death, and all praying most ferventfy 
tlHLt they might get home to America once mens. 
Even the emanc%)ated slave crafted th6 boon of re- 
taming agflzn to bondage, that he might once mofe 
have the paina of hunger satisfied. They woaJd sit 
down and *tell ns* (he was accompanied by another 
misaionary) ^ their tale of suflfeiing and of aorrow, with 
such a dejected and woe-begone aspect, that it would 
almost break one*s heart. They vrould weep as they 
talked' ef 191^ sorrows here, and thek joys in Ame- 
rica; and we mingled our tears fireely with theirs. 
This part ef &e population included, i» near as we 
eoidd jnc^, tw6-third^ of Hbe inhabitants of Mon* 
rovia." " I was particularly requested", he adds^ 
^ by some ef tice most respectable citizens, to dis- 
abuse the Am^jcam pvrblic on the piesent condition 
af the co3cmy, and fBartessly to state the facts as ti^y 
exiat For the agents who have been here, said 
tliey, have- dtsne as mueb harm by ifiving more flat- 
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4 TOUR IN THE UNIJED STATES. [CHAP. XXIV. 

tering accounts than the truth would warrant ; . and 
by this means have induced many to come, who ever 
have been, and ever will be, a burthen to themselves 
and the colony. Others again, who were in good 
circumstances in America, and might live in t}ie first 
style in the colony, have been so deceived by these 
agents, that they have returned home perfectly sick- 
ened with disappointment.'' 

Speaking of the natives, he says, they are treated 
like slaves. " All the colonists, who can afford it, 
have a native or two to do their work. The natives 
never go into the house, but always eat and sleep in 
the kitchen. When they go to the door to speak to 
the master, they always take their hats off, and ap- 
^pear as though ihey desired to be very submissive.*' 
Yet these unfortunate colonists are made to say, in a 
circular addressed by them to their brethren at home, 
and published by the Colonization Society, that they 
were '^ grateful to God and their American patrons, 
for the happy change which' had taken place in their 
situation." Eels, we have been told, do not. suffer 
when they are flayed alive, because they are used to 
it. The cook has never asserted that they thanked 
her. 

. The document I have before quoted was brought 
from Liberia by a person whom I afterwards saw. 
Part of it I transcribed from a copy lent me by one 
of the Lane students. It came from " a convention 
of the citizens of Liberia, called by order of the 
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agent of the American Colonization Society, for^the 
purpose of inquiring ^ into the actual state of the 
colony^ 

^ In answer," they say, " to the inquiry made of 
the total neglect of agriculture, we would briefly re- 
mark that much depends upon the location of the 
newly arrived emigrants. The early settlers of the 
colony were located on Cape Mesurado ; — a thirsty 
barren rock, unproductive) and on which nothing 
can be raised to any extent, and on which expedi- 
tion after expedition was continued to be located for 
several years-which was very essential, as the co- 
lony was then surrounded by thousands of heathen 
^lemies. So far agriculture ^as neglected through 
necessity. During this time, the settlers of course 
turned their attention to trading. The population 
being small, the supplies from the natives were suf- 
ficient to serve them : therefore, the necessity of 
farming was not felt. This caused a total neglect, 
till the settlement of Caldwell was established. By 
this time the settlers, who were successful in trade, 
were so bound by their interests in mercantile pur- 
suits, that farming to them could not be an object ; 
and those who were unsuccessful, had neither cou- 
rage nor means to attempt to farm. Caldwell being 
now settled, where the land is fertile, better things 
might have been expected; but the misfortime is, 
the people located there were generally poor, and in 
indigent circumstances — whose expectations were 
raised to so great a height by flattering reports be-i 
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fare thej left the United States that they were in- 
duced to believe that thej were going to a country 
in which they would enjoy a liberty attended with 
little or no difficulty ia acquiring the common com- 
forts of life. Now^ on their arrivBl, they are placed 
in public i?eci^tacles$ and in almost eveaj instance 
their lands axe withheld from th^Uf &c«", till they 
become ^^ burtheaasome upon society." 

The repiHTt recommends Aat land should be ap- 
portioned to the emigrants as they arrive. '' The 
emigrants woidd 3Uot then be forced into the swamps, 
AS they now are^ to get lumber to sell, in order 
to support a starving family. This unprofitable and 
health-destroying employment had destroyed many 
«id would destroy more." In another passage they 
say: — ^^^Monrovia, our first and capital settlement, 
can only appear a town of con^derable size, when 
delineated on the map* There its fine churches, its 
Jiancasteodan schoolsi and its market, and its forts, 
aj:e shewn to great advantage ; but, upon inspecting, 
the originals appear as dark shades. The cause, 
which we would assign, is, the want of a colonial 
coin." Signed by the convention. The last para- 
graph^ as well as the whole style of this report, shews 
cleariy that it was written with great caution, and 
und^ an apprehension of giving offence to the au- 
thorities at home. It affords, however, sufficient 
evidence, that the grossest firaud and mismanage- 
ment prevail, both in the colcHiy and in the board of 
Bwiagers. 
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There is no Stttte in the Union that has carried \ 
its enmity to these people so far as Ohio. In the 
public bmying-ground) or ^ Potter's Field^** as it is 
called) at Cincinnati^ the difference of position^ in 
which the bodies below are laid, points out the dif^ 
ference of complexion by which they were distin- 
goished while living. The pride of the white man 
porsues its victim even beyond the grave. The one 
lies from East to West: the other, firom North to 
Soulih. I visited the spot with a benevolent Quaker, 
Mr. Davis, to whom I am indebted for many civili^ 
ties. I saw the nnchristian distinction amid all that 
is calculated to humble the pride of man : and I 
wished that the shame of Cincinnati might be known 
in every village of Europe. None but the poor and 
destitute are buried in this humiliating manner ; as 
those who can scrape together a few dollars, would 
rather purchase a few feet of earth in scnne cemetery than 
Submit to the supposed degradation of interment in the 
Potter's Field* It is thus that the corporation of the 
city unites with the legislature of the State, in pan- 
dering to the popular superstition; and the in- 
genuity of malice is racked to make life and death 
equally ignominious to its object : as if ^* the wicked *" 
would not ** cease from troubling,'' nor the weary 
be permitted to ^* be at rest " even in ^' the narrow 
house.** 

The ignominious mode of interment, to which the 
poor among this neglected race are subject, is deeply 
felt by them. A young man, speaking to me upon 



8 TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES. [CHAP. XXIV. 

the subject, said, with tears in his eyes, " I was 
much shocked to find, on my retum to the city after 
a short absence, that one of my female relatives had 
been buried in this way. I visited the spot, and 
saw the grave : it cut me to the heart, we could and 
would have raised enough among ourselves to bury 
her decently, but it was too late.** Another observed 
to me, that he had often been insultingly told by the 
whites that there would be a separate place in 
heaven for him and his people. — *^ But," added the 
man, ^^ I always tell them we shall have a good boss 
in the next world — not a white boss." 

It was in the year 1807 that the act, disqualify- 
ing colored persons firom giving evidence, where 
whites are concerned, was passed, to the eternal 
dishonor of the State* It is therein expressly pro- 
vided, that " no black or mulatto person shall here- 
after be permitted to be sworn or give evidence in 
any court of record or elsewhere in this State, in any 
cause depending, or matter of controversy, where 
either party to the same is a white person ; or in any 
prosecution which shall be instituted in behalf of 
this State ^against any white perspn." 

Mr. Davis related to me an instance of human de- 
pravity, almost unequalled in the annals of crime. 
He was personally acquainted with the parties. It 
occurred in Vu-ginia thu-ty or forty years ago : and 
the legal proceedings to which it gave rise, are now 
upon record. An orphan girl was indentured as an 
apprentice, to a man of the name of Jones, who died 
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insolvent before the term, for which she was bound, 
had expired ; and a Scotchman, (Hook,) a creditor 
of the deceased, got possession of her. She was a 
white woman. Hook, however, treated her as a 
slave, and compelled her to marry, or rather to co- 
habit with, a negro, by whom she had several child- 
ren. The whole affair was subsequently brought 
into a court of justice ; and, after a long and tedious 
litigation, the mother and the offspring were declared 
free. Whether the action was of a civil or a cri- 
minal nature, — whether any damages were awarded, 
or any punishment inflicted, — I was unable to learn. 
It is not very likely, however, that either the judge or 
the jury would be very severe against an act, which I 
have erroneously termed unequalled, as they were, 
probably, in the habit of committing it, directly or in- 
directly, themselves ; — with this difference only, that 
compulsion, in their case, has the sanction of law, 
and is not exercised upon white women. After all, 
the children would have obtained but the mother's 
freedom. The father^s disabilities would remain 
with them for life, and, perhaps, still longer. 

This woman, whose name is Pagee, often comes 
to Cincinnati, in the neighborhood of which she 
lives. She had borne a white child, before her forced 
connexion with the slave; and her master, whose name 
he now bears, is thought to have been the father. 
According to a MS. narrative Mr. Davis shewed me : 

" It is supposed the degraded condition of his mother 
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and he^ children^ induced Um ta leave theni) when 
their situation was Imown^ to remove to the Western 
'Countiy; where his qualifications for usefulness have 
procured him an ofBice of honor and profit. His 
inotber, haying parsed the prime of her life in daveiy, 
and being destitute of the means of subsistence^ and 
probably lookmg to this son for support in her de- 
clining years, followed him to the West; but it is 
believed, they never have recognized each other in 
the relation .in which they stand to each other- Ber 
daughter Charlotte had been taken into the fiunily 
of General Jessup; and, when he passed through 
Cincinnati some years ago, she, with great care and 
difficulty, sought out her mother, and with much 
delicacy and fiUal tenderness, obtained a private in- 
terview with her, and Mndly ofiered to administer 
to hex wants.** 

Before I left Cincinnati, I obtained a copy of the 
advertisement, which was published in. tiie news- 
papers relative to the security required of the firee 
blacks. It is as follows : 

"to the public. 

" The undersigned, trustees and overseers of the 
poor of the township of Cincinnati, hereby give nO'- 
tice, that the duties required of them by the acf of 
the General Assembly of Ohio, entitied an act to 
regulate black and mulatto persons, and the act 
emendatory thereto, will hereafter be rigidly en- 
forced ; and all black and mulatto persons, now re«- 
sidents of the said Cincinnati township, and who 
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have emigrated to and settled within the townfihip 
of Cincinnati, without complying with the requifti^ 
tions of the first section of the amended act afore- 
said) are informed, that unless they enter into bond, 
as the said act directs, within thirty days fix>m Hm 
d&iSj they may expect, at the expiration of that time, 
the law to be rigidly enforced. And the undersigned 
finrther insert herein, for the information of the Cinein* 
nati township, the third section of the emendatoiy act 
aforesaid, as follows ^— ^al, if any person, being a re« 
sident of the State, shall employ, harbor, or conceal 
any such negro, or mulatto person aforesaid, con*^ 
traiy to the provisions of the first section of this 
act, any pe»on «o offendiiig, shaU forfeit and pay. 
for erery such ofience, any sum not exceeding 100 
dollars, the one half to the informer, and the other 
half for the use of the poor of the township in 
which such person may reside, to be recovered by 
action of debt, before any court having competent 
jurisdiction ; and, moreover, ]pe liable for the main* 
tenance and support of such negro or mulatto ; pro* 
vided he or they shall become unable to support 
th^nselves* 

** The cooperation of the public is expected in 
carrying these laws into full effect. 

" WILLIAM MILLS, \ Trustees 

BENJAMIN HOPKINS, V of the 
GEORGE LEE, j Township. 

•• June 2dth, 1829." 
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The public took the hmt; and the outrage de- 
tailed in the preceding volume, was perpetrated. 

The person, for whom I brought a letter from his 
brother in Washington, was a man, who woidd have 
been looked up to in any other country for his good 
sense and pleasing manners. He had just received 
a printed circular, addressed to the people of his 
race, by the editor of the Genius of Universal Eman- 
cipation, an active and able advocate of the black 
man, when he had few friends. The letter was writ- 
ten in Mexico ; and the writer (Limdy) stated that 
he had had a personal communication with the go- 
vernment of that country, and that he had reason to 
believe a grant of land in the Texas would be made, 
for the reception of colored people from Tennessee 
What a reverse and retaliation of fortune ! The 
descendants of the bigoted Spaniards are more tole- 
rant than the descendants of the liberal English! 
While the latter are driving away their own subjects^ 
the foimer offer them |n asylum ! The policy, howr 
ever, that impoverished Spain and enriched England, 
was dictated by the spirit of the age and the religion 
of the country : that which is now strengthening 
Mexico, at the expense of the United States, is 
opposed to both. 

The following sketch of what may be seen in 
Louisiana I had from an eye-witness, whom I met 
with at Cincinnati,, and whose veracity I have no 
reason to doubt* Slaves for sale at New Orleans are 
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publicly exposed at the maxt, or auction-room ; the 
men ranged on one side, and the women on the 
other. Purchasers are in the habit of examining the 
mouth and the limbs, in the same way that a horse 
is subjected to the scrutinising touch of the buyer; 
The joints are tried, and turned, to see if they are 
tftrong and supple. Should the back, or shoulders, 
or any other part of the body, exhibit marks of fre- 
quent or severe flogging, the ^^ animal" is set aside, 
as rebellious and refractory^ Twice a week, an exhi- 
bition takes place, duringThe season ; and tie human 
cattle are paraded through the streets, decently 
dressed, and in regular file, to attract customers^ 
While at work in the streets, or on the banks of the 
river, they are frequently chained together by the 
anclC'— women as well as men. Sometimes they 
wheel barrows on the road with a chain and a heavy 
ball at the end of it, afSxed to one of their legs^ 
The ball they place, when they can, in ^he barrow, 
as a temporary relief- from the burthen. They work 
during the heat of the day, and few of them are de- 
cently clothed or sufficiently fed. They are usually 
allowed an hour for dinner, which consists of rice 
and bullock's head. Something is given them to 
eat before they start, at an early hour, and when the 
toils of the day are over. On the Red River, a peck 
of com a-week is the allowance for each. They 
must grind it and cook it themselves. 

On the cotton plantations, they are half-naked, 
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aitd avoid, with feelings of sliame and canfusi(m« tlie 
g$ze at the trayeller« No exemption from toil is 
granted to the females, many of whom, while such* 
ling their infimts, are prohibited from seeing them 
till their return at night Individuals, of both sexeS 
and of all ages, may often be seen with iron collars, 
froili which spikes of six inches' length protmde, 
round the necfa, as a punishment for stealing*. 
That they do steal and will steal, they make no 
scruple to acknowledge and avow : — ^they must steal 
or starve. The number of Virginians imported by 
the ^Soul-4rivers'' is so great,. that it is supposed 
there must be, annually, nearly 10,000 sent to the 
Soothem market by the ^^ Old Dominion.'' Such is 
the substance of what was related to me ; and there 
is no lack of testimony from other quarters to corro- 
borate the statement The iron collars alluded to 
are of such a nature that the wear^ cannot He down. 
He sleeps sitting^up. Such was the statemelit made 
to Mr. Elizar Wright by a slave from Georgia — the 

• ** If any person or persons, &c., shall cut or break any iron 
chain or collar, which any master of slaves should have used in 
order to prevent the running away or escape of any such slave 
or slaves, such person, &c., so offending shaU, on conviction, &c., 
be fined not less than 200 dollars nor exceeding 1000 dollars ; 
and suffer imprisonment for a term, not exceeding two years, 
nor less than six months." — Act of Louisiana Assembly, 1819. 
Severity of punishment measures extent of crime. What then 
must be the amount of suffering which prompted the offence, 
and that <^ cruelty which suggested the repression ? 
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property of a nuDi^ter of the gospe], w1k> bad 
himself directed the overseer to put it on a man 
for ruiming away. The evidence was coiroboiated, 
as far as it could be, by Mr. Joshua Coffin of 
Philadelphia. 

It has been asserted by those who hare an in<- 
te^st in concealing the truth, or are too indolent to 
se^k it, that the slaye has neither the inclinatioB nor 
the ability to provide for himself, and that to give 
him freedom would be to misapply kindness by in«- 
juring its object. I had abundant opportunity of 
subinitting these assertions to the only test, by 
which their accuracy can be ascertained ; and I can 
honestly declare, that an impartial induction from 
indisputable facts has led me to an opposite conclu«- 
sion. I conversed freely and frequently with many 
of those who had passed iipmediately from bondage 
to freedom, and were pursuing the same course of 
industry, which had purchased them the blessing of 
the transition. I found them as intelligent, civil, 
and attentive to the duties required of them in their 
several employments and relation^ of life, as any of 
those who are neither disfranchised of their natural 
rights, nor exposed to the scorn and bad passions of 
their neighbors. While visiting at their houses, t 
remarked as much concern for each other's wel^ure 
as I have ever found in any other rank or order of 
society, and a much greater attention to the civili* 
ties and coiutesies of society than I ever saw among 
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their wliite fellow ccnintrymen. Though ihey are 
under the necessity, in consequence of their civil 
disqualifications, of securing themselres against 
firaud by the presence of a white person, whenever 
they make a bargain with a member of the favored 
caste, there is no proof that honesty or punctuality 
is wanting on their side. That they suffer jfrom the 
• want of both -in the other party is too often the 
case, and is naturally to be expected while men are 
disposed to taie advantage of the law's injus- 
tice. 

On entering one of their houses, with almost the 
only white companion I could have found — one of 
the students,— my attention was particularly directed 
to the respectable appearance of the mistress, an el- 
derly woman,-^and the unaffected ease with which she 
received us. She had the manners and good-breeding 
of a gentlewoman. Her husband, who had been eman-* 
cipated by his owner, had bought her freedom, and 
that of her children, for the sum of 1375 dollars'. 
It was after much solicitation, and a considerable 
lapse of time, that he succeeded in his object, as 
her master retained her in bondage with the view of 
enhancing her price, till she had had seven children. 
The husband was obliged to borrow part of the mo- 
ney ; and he who is not, in a free State, believed on 
his oath, had his bond for 250 dollars accepted in 
a slave State. The wife and the children were, all 
this time, maintained by him, and he received no 
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deduction or remuneration whatever on tbat ac- 
count. 

While we were at tea, I was much distressed by 
the mistress of the house declining to take any 
thing. As I suspected the reason, I prevailed upon 
her, at last, to partake of ** her own labors," and 
share in the good things she had provided for us. 
I told her it was most painful to me to be distin- 
guished in a manner that to an European mind con- 
veyed the feelings of self-reproach and humiliation. 
I was so ashamed and embarrassed by her deference 
to the folly of my own race, that it was some time 
before I could make up my mind to ask an explana- 
tion involving such odious associations, and intreat 
that I might be exempted from the observance of an 
usage that I utterly loathe and abominate. 

She assured me, while speaking of Liberia, that 
she had never known nor heard of a slave, who 
would not prefer remaining in his native land, if he 
could be free, to a settlement in any other country. 
This I had often heard from others ; and nothing 
but a complete disregard for truth, or unthinking 
credulity, can assert or believe the contrary. My 
companion and I were ridiculing the bugbear of 
^^ amalgamation,'^ when he told me that a justice of 
the peace had mentioned, in his presence, the cir- 
cumstance of his having 'married four white men to 
colored women in, the course of one winter. There 
is a practising physician in Cincinnati, who has 
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taken unto himself a wife £rom this degraded caste ; 
not agreeing with the general opinion, that a coHnez* 
ioki of this sort is made culpable by the matrimonial 
tie, and excusable withoat it 

Among the persons we visited during the evening, 
was a man between fifly and sixty years of age. 
He had given 1,200 dollaTS--4he fruits of hard work 
and strict economy, for himself, his wife, and his 
children. To compass this object of his fondest 
wish required no less than sixteen years: during 
which time he had to support the whole fiaimily him- 
self, and pay his master annually 120 doUars^-^the 
smn stipulated for his hire as a bricklayer and plas* 
terer. He contrived to give his children a good edu- 
cation. Part of the money he, paid his master, was 
advanced to him by some of his white friends, who 
were induced, at his earnest solicitation, to purchase 
his wife, when she was put up to auction with her 
children, to pay her master^s debts. This part of 
the story he related in the presence of his wife, with 
great feelmg and simplicity of manner. He dis- 
charged all his debts with interests A certificate of 
character, which he put into my hands, from several 
of the principal inhabitants of Lewisburgh in Vir- 
ginia, was signed by about sixty persons, among 
whom were the mayor and recorder of the ci^. 
Higher testimony to good conduct, than this docu- 
ment presented, few men can obtain, whether black 
or white — whether in America or in Europe. Yet 
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(Jus eertiilcate would be a piece of blaak paper in 
any court of Ohio justice. ETidenoe^ that would be 
taken, without it, in Louisiana, would be rejected^ 
with it, heie, though backed by fifty others from 
eFoiy State iu the Union, 

So &r is it from bein^ true that self-respect is a 
lieling almost unknown to all of African descent^ 
that I have nerer seen more indications of its infiu* 
mo^on any men of sny class or of any country, than 
9f99ng these yegy people : and I belieye this frivor^ 
4ble opinion is entertained by all who have seen as 
much of them. My companion, who was one of 
those 4liat had undertaken the care of the ^^ colored 
sdiools,^ lived almost e&clusively among this part of 
Ae population, as it was pretty plainly intimated to 
him, Aat his visits would not be acceptable else* 
wh^e* In making our calls, he took me, at my re- 
quest^ to see a man, who had been indebted to his 
Herculean strength and extraordinary courage, for his 
escape from an attempt made by some ruffians to 
take him by force out of his house. He was a freed 
slave from Kentucky, and was serving bb a cook at 
one of the hotelis. His whole history, with the de* 
tails of the brutal outrage, I had from his own mouth. 
The facts are well known to the inhabitaiits of 
Cincinnati. 

I may preface the narrative by stating that he was 
a short sturdy man about thirty years of age, with a 
frame of adamant and a heart of invincible bravery. 
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A form more adapted for feats of agility and athletic 
exercise, I never beheld. Mendoza, though taller, 
never, with all his boasting, could produce such an 
arm. He was a model of manly strength and perfect 
proportions. His master, who knew his value, and 
dreaded the effects of his resolution, had often pro- 
mised to set him free; and, at last, as an inducement 
to remain with him, had entered upon record a grant 
to him of fifty acres of land, rented at two dollars an 
acre — ^to be made over to him when he should obtain 
his fireedom. He had, though a mere lad, accumu- 
lated, by working extra hours, a considerable sum 
of money ; and his master, wanting cash to complete 
a purchase he had made, was induced to sell him his 
fireedom for 650 dollars. Having surmounted all the 
obstacles that were thrown in his way, he, at last, 
procured the legal proofs of his freedom, and set off, 
with his papers, for Ohio. On the road thither, he 
was attacked by three men, who seized him by the 
shoulders, and attempted to detain him. He threw 
them from him on the ground ; and, running to tbs 
river, near which the assault had been made, hiB 
leaped into a boat, and crossed over to the other 
side. 

Having resided some years in Cincinnati, he wai^ 
one night in the winter of 1833, aroused, while in 
bed with his wife, by a noise at the door. Thinking, 
however, that it was occasioned by some drunkea. 
men, he paid little attention ta it. ^^ Had I known 
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what was coming/' said he^ ^'I could have killed 
CTCiy one of them/' Efforts had often been made to 
induce him to return to Kentucky ; but he was not 
prepared for the sort of persuasion that was now to 
be used with him. His bed-room door was burst 
open, and fourteen men rushed in, headed by a per- 
son of the name of Samuel Goodin — lately appointed 
by the Judges, and rejected by the proper authot- 
ities, as Clerk to the County Court. They called 
out that they would have him dead or alive. He 
had but just time to leap £rom his bed, when, seiz- 
ing a chair, he knocked two of them down; and, 
though severely wounded by their dirks in both arms, 
in the ribs, and in the intestines, made his escape 
down stairs, pursued by ^ the gang into the yard. 
Here he discovered that his bowels were protruding 
from one of the wounds ; when he supported them, 
as well as he could, with one hand, and, stooping 
down, laid hold with the other of a log of wood.. 
With this weapon he laid about him so effectually, 
that he felled no less than seven of them to the 
groiuid. 

In the mean time, (the whole combat lasted from 
one till two o'clock,) the wife, and a female cousin, 
who was in the house at the time, had borne their 
duoe in the fight, and had collected the neighbors 
by their screams for succor. No one ventured to 
xeieoe them ; as the number of the assailants, the 
execrations they uttered, and the brandishing of 
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their cSrks and knives, kept every one aloof. At 
length, ii^ attempting to eseaipe, fhey broke down 
the fenee ; and the Tictim of their fiiiy, while pttt«- 
8«d»g them, stumbled npon a stake, and, dragging 
Us intestines after him, fainted away. One man 
oidy was secnred on the spot, and another was stib« 
sequently taken. They were admitted to bail, mS 
are not likely to make th^ appearance, shoold ihey 
be *^ wanted." Ooodin is also under ball for Ae 
assault 

As soon as the field of baltle was cleared, and Ae 
enemy had fled, every assistance was ren^red to flte 
womded man. He was confined for two or three 
months ; and the expenses he incilrred, for medtcfll 
attendance and proper nontishmenty amonnted to 
140* dollars, not one cent of which has ever been 
repaid him. The object, in trytrrg to get pos^ssiozr 
of hisperson, was to make away with him by Ttofent 
means, or by sending him to the Sbirth. The estate, 
wMch his master made over to hrm, is st31 legally 
his; and though he has never received any rents, 
he is entitled both to the land and the arrears. Since 
this occurrence, he, has been shot at;- and the parties 
interested have openly expressed their determinatmr 
to effect his removal, whatever it may cost, or what- 
ever be the mode. I saiked. him why he did not gOf 
to Canada. He smiled, and sand he was not afraid 
of any man ; and, though' his strength was mn^ 
redttced, he was fully prepened to repel force by 



OSAP* XZIY.] OHIO AXD KENTUCKY. 8S 

farce. The poor fellow was covered with deep sean^ 
and suffered much from atmospheric changes. But 
he seraied to care little aboat the attaek, and still 
loss to dread its renewal* He was altogether a rtry 
cstraordfaiarjr man. Neither boast nor threat escaped 
hia lips, fie knew the white man was his enemy ; 
and he despised him too mneh to fear him. 

A great many sla3res,**^o less, pzobsUjy than 9W 
STery year, pass through Cincinnati on their way to 
Canada. Their propensity to nm away from Ken* 
tncky ia so well known, that few planters in Mis* 
aissippi and Missouri will buy them, if they come 
from that State. This win account for the perse* 
eolaon against the freed men at Cincimiatiy who give 
them aa asyhun, and speed them on their road to 
Ae British provinces ; while it aflbrds the owners 
mt addilkmal motive fer granting them the privilege 
ef buying what they mig^t take without asking. 
The process of self-^emanoipation is, in fact, going 
en veij largely; and the samepoUcy which suggested 
it, wjU give it extension, as new oonverts are made 
in the North to the doctrines of abolition. It wiU 
be found the safest and the easiest way to ^^ back 
outr of a system, that is fast becoming as odious in 
one section of the Union as it is destructive in the 
other. 

The vicinity of Ohio has brought into closer con- 
tact and contrast the results of slave and of free 
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labor; and Kentucky has seen, in the rapid progress 
of her neighbor, the causes that retard her own. 

The hardships to which the disqualifying statute 
exposes its objects, in such a mixed population as 
that of Cincinnati, may be readily conceived. When 
the unhealthy season drives away the idle and the 
wealthy from New Orleans, those who live by 
gambUng and swmdling either foUow then- prey, or 
seek some other quarry. Many come up the river 
to exercise their trade in the western metropolis. 
Here the law supplies them with a ^^ scape goat*^ in 
case of " accidents." It is easy to throw suspicion 
on those whom it has already condemned ; self-de- 
fence is not allowed: and the penitentiary buries 
within its walls the crimes of the one party and the 
wrongs of the other. One of the latter class, whose 
master spoke of him to me as a very honest boy, 
("boy" is an expression of kindness, "fell6w" of 
its^^posite,) told me one day that he considered 
himself very fortunate in never having been accused 
of a theft, as many others had been, by the rogues 
and rascals who frequented the house. ^ 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

A Son's Feelii^..^Biple7.— Georgetown.<n-Cdoiiy of Eman- 
cipated Slave3^ — Mr. Samuel Gist's WilL — Mormonites rLi- 

beria, by an Eye- witness. — Certificate oi Emancipation. — Gist's 
benevolent Intentions defeated — Return to Cincinnati. — Book 
of Monnon. 

On the 12ih I left Cincinnati. When I arrived at 
the boat which wfts to convey me to Ripley, about 
WLty^miles up the river, the porter, who carried my 
luggage, was accosted by a white man on board, and 
I went in search of the captain. Onmyretum,! 
saw thi^t <^e '^boy^ had deceived some afflicting 
mtettigence ; for his lips quivered, and his counte- 
nance was painfully dejected. He had just been 
informed Oiat his mother, whom he had left a slave 
in Kentucky, had been brutally flogged by her 
masters brother-in-law, who had got her into his 
possessicm, during the other's bankruptcy. 

The story of the porter's misfortunes is similar to 
<hat of imndreds in Cincimiati. I had it, when he 
was gone, from &e white man, who was going to 
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Paris, in Kentucky, where he had known him before 
he obtained his freedom. " Sir," said he, " that boy 
is one of the best-hearted and most honest men to 
be found anywhere. He worked night and day to 
buy himself; and, when he had paid the purchase- 
money, (600 dollars,) the sheriff took him in execu- 
tion for his master's debts ; and he would have been 
sold, if he had not made his escape. He is now 
saving what he can scrape together to buy his 
mother, — a most respectable old woman, and one of 
the most faithful servants I ever knew. I would 
buy her myself on his account, and he would repay 
me, but I cannot afford the money. Both parent 
and son have the good-will of all who know them. 
She is now at Postlethwaite's hotel for sale. They 
ask 200 dollars for her ; — too much for a woman 
who is almost past her work. Her master always 
treated her well ; but his brother-in-law is a bad- 
tempered hard-hearted man." I found, by this con- 
versation, that she was at Lexington, at the very 
house I had put up at. She is safe, I thought, under 
Postlethwaite's roof; but what is to become of the 
poor creature if she is sold, and sent off to a dis- 
tance ? 

It was about one o'clock when the boat quitted 
Cincinnati, and past midnight when it reached Rip* 
ley. There were, fortunately, two men waiting on 
the bank, with some luggage to be carried up the 
river ; and one of them assisted me to carry my port^- 
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manteau to the inn, where we found all fast and in 
bed. Upon our knocking at the door, the owner 
€ame down in ^' an undress" and let me in. What 
fiort of a place it was I ha4 no means of ascertaining; 
all I could make out, when I had groped my waj iu 
the dark to my berth, was, that ther^ were at least 
three generations imder the same roof with me ; for 
I heard an infant squaQing, an old woman coughing 
incessantly, and two men snoring a duet with great 
vigor and perseverance. 

The next morning I called upon Mr. Rankin, ^ 
Presbyterian minister, highly esteemed by the abo- 
litionists for some valuable letters he published, when 
in Kentucky, against slavery. My object in the visit 
I made, was to obtain from him some information 
relative to a colony of free blacks, who formerly be- 
longed to an Englishman of the name of Samuel 
fiist, and who had been, in pursuance of his munifi>- 
cent bequest, emancipated, and transferred from his 
plantations in Virginia to the lands they now occupy 
in the neighborhood. 

Mr. Rankin was unable to state more than I had 
already heard at Cincinnati. He very kindly, how- 
ever, directed me to the proper quarter. He wa^ 
superintending the erection of a chapel : among the 
workmen were one or two blacks and a Cherokee. 
He 'had, he said, seen a great deal of the former 
race, a» the settlers generally made his house their 
home when they quitted or returned to "the camps", 
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as the two colonies they have formed are called. 
Sometimes there would be as many as ten or twelve 
at a time in his house; yet, though his property was 
left exposed^ nothing was ever taken by them. He 
could find, he said, no kind of difference, moral or 
intellectual, between the sable and the pale races. 
They were possessed of the same feelings, and di- 
tected by the same motives. He ridiculed, very 
h^appily, the dread of ^^ amalgamation ''; conceiving 
that perfect freedom of choice should be left to regu- 
late this like every other matter in which society can 
never have such an interest as the parties directly 
concerned. His sentiments, upon these and other 
subjects, were characterised by great good sense, and 
implied an originality of mind and an independence 
of thinking very fax in advance of the spirit of his 
coimtry. I have seldom met with a man more de<^ 
cided in his principles of benevolence, or more mild 
in expressing them. 

There is a passage in his " Letters on Slavery" so 
painfully descriptive of its abominations, that I was 
anxious to know, from his own lips, whether it was 
not too highly colored. He assured me the &cts it 
alluded to were too true.( I have heard the same 
from equally good authority; and I would ask the 
Southerners, whether they really allow their male 
slaves to go alone into the sleeping-rooms of the 
white women, for the puipose of lighting the fires 
when they are in bed. j 
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C ^^ It often happens '^, says Mr. Rankin^ in his ninth 
letter, ^' that the master's children practise the same 
vices which prevail among his slaves ; and even the 
master himself is liable to be overwhelmed by the 
floods of temptation: and, in some instances, the 
father and his sons are involved in one common 
ruin : nor do the daughters always escape this im* 
petuous fountain of pollution. Were it necessary, I 
qould refer you to several instances of slaves actually 
seducing the daughters of their -masters ! Such se- 
ductions sometimes happen even in the most respect- 
able slave-holding families.*^ 

The next day I started for the Camps, having left 
my portmanteau with the landlord at Ripley. When 
the stage reached Georgetown, twelve miles from the 
latter place, I was informed that some of the settlers, 
of whom I was in search, were at work in the town. 
From them I learnt that the colony was two or three 
miles off. I told them I should ride over to see 
them. They begged I would wait till six o'clock, 
and they would shew me the way. It was then four 
o^clock ; and it was near eight before we set off, as 
they had to settle an account with a store-keeper^ 
who kept them waiting for some money he owed 
them, and, after all, left the matter for future ar- 
rangement. The claim of one was for ten dollars. 
He told ine they were often cheated and vexed, xm^ 
less they could get a white witness; neither their 
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Word, nor their oath being of any value on these oc- 
casions. 

Aft^r we had walked upwards of two miles on a 
very bad road, which a heavy shower had rendered 
wet and dirty, I desired my companions to go on, and 
I Would follow, after I had rested myself and reco* 
vered from a violent seizure of spasms in the stomach, 
to which I am occasionally subject. One of them 
had a bundle which I had entrusted to his care^ 
ludd was unwilling to proceed with it till I had as* 
isured him that I felt no distrust about it. Having 
recovered in the course of an hour or two, I resumed 
my journey, avoiding the ruts and holes in the road 
when the inoon, as it shone through the trees, en-* 
abled me. I began at last to despair of finding my 
way, by the guidance of instructions that were nei- 
ther clearly given nor easily remembered, and I 
bawled out till I was hoarse. A light, however, ap- 
peared at a little distance, and a voice from the 
house where it was responded to my call, — ^^^Who 
are you ? — ^what do you want ?" The owner of the 
voice was one of the settlers ; and the precaution it 
bespoke arosd from the frequent insults and annoy* 
ances he had met with. 1 soon explained to him the 
object of my visit, and gained his confidence. He then 
took me with him to the house of his father-in-law^ 
about a quarter of a mile through the fields. On 
knocking at the door, th.e same questions were asked, 
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ap4 thef same reluctance to open it exhibited, till as- 
surance was given that we were friends. It was nearly 
eleven q'clock, and the family in bed. A blazmg 
fir^, l^owever, cast its light upon every object in the 
logl-hut, and threw a cheerful fispect upon £he wel- 
come with which I was greeted. The womei^ soon 
mad^ their appearance ; and, after taking a cup of 
coffee, and talking over the affairs of the colony, I 
betook myself to a clean and comfortable bed about 
one o'clock in the morning. 

The substance of what I heard, on the condition 
and prospect of the settlers, was as follows: — ^They^ 
had been " located" in the lands they occupied 
abput fifteen, years ; and their owner, Mr. Samuel 
Gist, had died some time before they left his plant- 
ation in Virginia. It seems they had been defrauded 
of their rights, and would probably have remained in 
ignorance of the bountiful provision made for them, 
had not an elderly man, who had been present when 
their master breathed his last, arrived from England 
to see how they were going on. From him they learnt 
that they were free, and that the land on which they 
were at work belonged to them. Their owner had 
always b^en kind to them, £gid would never allow any 
flogging upon the plantation. They were much at- 
tached to him ; and the relation between them was that 
which e^sts between servants devoted to their mas^ 
ter, and a master who has confidence iq his servants. 
As soon as this joyful intelligence was communicatecl 
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to them, they refused to work tmj iQnger trithotll 
wages. They were compelled, howerer, by stri{y#s 
and the most barbarous usage, to contiime in bond- 
age ; their protector^ who had gone to another pari 
of the State, and promiised to return, haldng died-^ 
it was supposed of. poison. They struggled on in 
this way for some time, with no alleviation of thdr 
SHfierings, and no hope of redress, when the indig- 
nation of some of the neighboring whites was eiLCited 
by their piteous situation, — ^beaten, half-starved, aiid 
badly clothed as they were; and they were advised 
to apply for their freedom at Bichmond, from whic^h 
they were distant upwards of twenty miles. Here 
ihey were treated with great cruelty, and w6re im- 
prisoned till they were reduced to the mdst loath- 
some state by filth and vermin. At length, after they 
had endured the greatest hardships,-^their numbers 
being reduced by violence, and many having been 
hunted down and shot like wild beasts,— they wefe 
put in possession of their liberty, and were sent off 
under a military escort. 

It would be painful and tedious to detail aU that 
they underwent from the scoffs, the brutality, And 
the villainy they encountered, on their passage to 
&e State of Ohio; where they were carted out, as 
it were, on uncleared land, without provisions, and 
without the necessary implements for husbandly. 
The soil was the worst in the State; and at times so 
wet that nothing could be raised upon great part t^ 
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k* My host, whose name (as &r as I could maike it 
ohI) was Peter Vicy, had but three hoes given him, 
while his family consisted of sixteen^iembers. His 
wife had borne him twenty children. Each mend* 
ber of the community had eight acres as an allot- 
HKQt-^of little or no value now to some of the pos* 
sessors, who are married and have large families. 
Th^ have none of them any legal title to their 
lands ; and if they had, it would be difficult to 
establish their claims under the disabilities which 
«iect them. It is not very creditable to the agent 
«iq>loyed by tlie court, which had finaUy given judge- 
m^it in the matter, that he should have selected the 
most ineligible situation in the most unfavorable 
State of the Union for their residence, as they can 
aeitiber live upon the produce of their allotments, 
aor obtain work without being liable to be defrauded 
by men who shdter their iniquity under the cloak 
of the law. They were strongly impressed with a 
bdief that Mr. Gist had left a large sum of money 
for their support, and to provide three years' educa<^ 
Ikm for their children. Had it not been for some 
benevolent Quaskers, who came to «ee them, soon 
after their arrival, they must have perished of him-' 
ger in the woods, ^ch was the melancholy pro- 
spect before them, that one of that society was so 
iJfeGted by what he saw and heard of their destitute 
QWdition, that he sat down in the midst of them 
and wept tike a child. Two boats, loaded With 

c3 
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clothing, and provisions, and tools, were sent to them' 
by the Friends, and the Shakers were not behind 
ihem in charity. They brought them a vast quan* 
tity of things they stood in need of, having no less 
than six wagons filled with thefnu According to 
Peter's account, there were ^60 in all when they left 
Virginia ; though it .would seem, by a letter written 
by Dr. John Adams, firom Richmond Hill, in 1815, 
to the Pennsylvania Society for promoting the abo- 
lition of slavery, that there were not so many. 

He stated in that commpnication, that /^ a certain 
Samuel Guest*, deceased, had, by his will, directed 
that his slaves, amounting to about 300, should b« 
emancipated, and his lands sold for their benefit ; 
which being prohibited by law, unless they should 
be removed out of the boundaries of the commonr*^ 
wealth of Virginia, he requests the aid of the so* 
ciety, and recommends their transportation to Gui- 
nea.'- The committee, to whom this letter was re- 
ferred, reported that it did not appear that the con*^ 
yention could, at present, propose any specific plan 
for accomplishing the benevolent intention of Sa» 
muel Guest. I have extracted the above firom ,a 
note to a work entitled, " A Portraiture of Domestic 
Slavery in the United States, &c.", by Jesse Torrej^ 
Jun., Physician, published at Philadelphia in 1817- 
This account seems to . confirm Peter^s statement.; 

- ^ This appears to be the same person: — ^the name is prc^ 
perly Gist. 
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aad it may fairlj be concluded, that if the personal 
friend of the testator had not visited the spot, aad 
excited a spirit of inquiry among the slaves them- 
selves, nothing ever would have been done for these 
unfortunate creatures. The author adds a circum- 
stance that almost coAfirms this conjecture. The 
legislature of Indiana had just taken into consider- 
sttion a petition from a person of the name of Sumr 
ner, resident in Williamson county, Tennessee, and 
had decided that his request was inconsistent with 
the constitution of the State. " I have about forty 
slaves," says the writer, " and my intention is, if 
permitted by the laws of Indiana, to brmg and free 
theni^ to purchase land for them and settle them on 
it, to give them provisions for the first year, and 
furnish them with tools for agriculture and domestic 
manufactory, and next spring with domestic ani- 
mals. You must be aware, that this must be at- 
tended wifli no smaU expenditure of money and 
trouble. I think that, after a man has had the use 
of slaves, and their ancestors, twenty or thirty years, 
it is unjust and inhuman to set them free unpror 
vided with a home, &c. All that I have were raised 
by my father and myself, and the oldest is about my 
age (forty-six). I am also very desirous to leave the 
slave States, and spend my few remaining days iQ 
that State, where involuntary slavery is not admisr 
sible ; and will, vrith the blessing of God, prepare 
to do so .as soon as I can settle my affairs." No) 
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being flowed to ^^rich Indiana, ^^ at tiie expense of 
hm neighbor^' Tennessee, this generous-faeaitedmaai 
consulted the abolition society of Pennsylvanic^ awl 
]?ec6iyed a similar reply to that which had been seat 
to Dr. Adams. 

Since the emigrants have been settled here, th^ 
number has neatly doubled itself. The oth^ colony 
is more fully peopled. They still retain the name idf 
Camps, — an appellation that marks the length ^ 
time that elapsed before they could get a^y ^vg 
bett^ than a tent to rest their weaty heads m ^^^^^m 
appellation &at will icarry down to the reaftii^l^t 
posterity the dishonor of tfceit oppressors <ixid pet^ 
seeutors. They ajie istiU lialde to the kitrusi(mt>f 
slave-traders and maarauders^ who break open theilr 
doors, and subject them to outrage or insult, at )ldl 
hours of the night, in violation of the law ^ the 
kmd as it affects the white, but in accordance with 
its spirit as it bears on the black man. Three wedts 
before my visit, one of them was cruelly beaten, his 
dog shot, and his gun broken, by a gang of tbese 
wretches. He was confmed several days to Ms bed 
by the injuries he received, and the lawyer to whom 
he applied, could obtain no redress for him, as nei- 
ther his evidence, nor that of his neighbors, was ad- 
missible. Often has Peter to entertain travellers 
who are sent to his cabin by the whites, and never 
hiB» he had any remuneration for his ready hoi^i** 
tality, except flrsm an EngUsh lady, who came one 
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night widi her carriage and senrantB. She would 
not allow him to persist in the refusal he made to 
accept any money from her. The agent, William 
Wicikham, of Richmond, in Virginia, had, he told 
me, promised to come and see them. He had not 
only never been near them, but had not answered 
the letters they had procured to be sent to Mm. Un- 
der all Ihese difficulties, and discouragements, some 
of tbem had contrived to build themselves comfort- 
aMe log-huts, and to bring up their children, as de- 
cently as die want of education, and the few oppor- 
tanities they have for religious instruction, from the 
oooasio&al visits of wlnte preachers, will admit oL 

Peter has about eighty acres of land under culti- 
vation: — the two last years the produce was not 
sufficient for his family, and they were compelled to 
draw iipon their hard savings for a supply. Still 
diey seemed cheerful and contented One of their 
sons was employed at Cincinnati. I had some con- 
versation with ham, while tliere, about the settle- 
ment. Peter had two milch cows— a yoke of young 
«xen, and three calves— four horses and a wagon — 
fifteen head of sheep — a good stock of poultry — ^and 
forty or fifty hogs. AH these were acquired by the 
industry of this man and his family, under an accu- 
ntolation of ^difficulties that few would have had the 
courage to encounter, or the perseverance to over- 
come. They would often go many miles in search 
of work ; and, when they got any, would be fed with 
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offals hardly fit for dogs or pigs. Sometimes, Bftent 
toiling a week, they could obtain no more than a 
quarter or half dollar to return home with. They 
were ignorant and unsuspicious ; and their employ^ 
ers were unscrupulous in using every advantage thai 
want of legal protection gave them. Death, or even 
slavery, seemed preferable to their lot in the wilder- 
ness. Some of the whites in the country (their most 
bitter enemies are generally in the towns) would, 
now and then, give them a little assistance ; but np 
one, when they had lost a valuable horse, which had 
often been borrowed by the neighbors, would stir a 
foot to detect the thief, who had been seen lurking 
about. Peter pays the taxes and does road-work 
the same as the whites, though he is excluded from 
their privileges, and has no protection fi*om the 
State. By a statute passed in 1831, blacks and 
mulattoes in Ohio are exempted firom the school-^ 
tax. 

All the whites with whom I conversed upon the 
subject, admitted that they had been defirauded—- hut 
then their color ! What right had they to remain 
where they were— they were marked as a distinct 
people — they could never associate with the chosen 
race — they must go to Liberia — there were plenty of 
persons in Georgetown ready to make up a purse to 
pay their passage — it would be easy to turn them 
out of their lands, as they had no title — the trustees 
could enforce the law — &» they could not procure 
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securities, they might be driven out of the township* 
Such were the sentiments of the tavern-keeper at 
Georgetown — an Englishman of the name of Wilsoiu 
A more brutal reviler of these harmless hard-working 
people I could hardly have found in the whole State 
of Ohia I listened for some time to hi^ abuse of 
the abolitionists, and his nonsense about a scheme 
that would ruin the counixy of his adoption, by 
transporting its best hands, and throwing away a 
large portion of its capitaL At last I asked him 
where he would find a place to receive them, ships 
to carry them away, and funds to defiray the expense: 
whether ihey had ever committed any crime to be 
co^lpared.with that of their oppressors^— whether 
there was any thing in reason or religion to justify 
what be .xecommended — and whether he thought 
the laws of nature were to be reversed in a young 
country, among a race remarkable for its tenacity 
of ;li& and its tendency to increase. "At all 
events,'' he jeplied, ^ we can get rid of these set- 
tlers,— they are an eye-sore and a nuisance,— and 
they have no business among us." I felt strongly 
inclined to say — " What business have you here i If 
the .blacks have no business in America, wha^t 
business have the whites in Africa?" But! was 
silent: .convinced that the day of reckoning ict 
coming. upon a. nation so disgraced by , cruelty, and 
wickedness. 
. . Wlule I was at Peter's, two or three of his white 
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neighbors came in, and treated him with respect* 
One of them, an old man, a^vpeared to be speech* 
less with astonishment at the ^ght of a white man 
sitting at the same table with a black. It was s<»ne 
time before he recovered himself; when he n^ade 
up for lost time, by his loquacity and inquisitive- 
ness. He was rery anxious to know who and 
what the stranger was; though he did n6t t^^Ok- 
ture to put any direct questions. As soon es I had 
ascertamed that he was ^^ raised" in Kentuclgri I 
turned the tables upon him> and began to cross^ 
examine him as to the state of that countiy. He 
had left it in consequence of the cruelties he had 
witnessed. He could bear it no longer. To see 
human beings tortured till the blood flowed &om 
Hiem in steeams, or dying with hunger ;-to witness 
the sale of childr^i by their own parents, and the 
separation of infants and mothers from each other^ 
had turned the current of his feelings, and driven 
him into voluntary exile. ** A judgement," he ex- 
claimed, '^ will come upon the land, and the whites 
will be driven out." 

I found, in the course of conversation, that the 
Kentuckian was well acquainted with the Mormons, 
or Mormonites, some of whom had been seUled in 
the neighborhood before they went further to the 
west. Their present number, he thought, amounted 
to five or six thousand. , The founder of the sect 
(Smith) had pubhshed what he called his seal* 
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There were six remaming to be repealed, as the world 
became prepared to receive them. It is partly histori- 
cal and partly prophetic and didactic. The members 
of the society live in common ; tod their intercourse 
with one another is characterised by equality and 
harmony. They have some excellent preachers 
dmong them, and are the most moral well-behaved 
people my informant ever knew. They maintain 
that the Indian tribes will finally recover their lands, 
and the l^j gks gain the ascendancy over the whhp s. 
Their pracnce corresponds with their princi^es ; 
dnd no invidious distinctions are allowed to hunii* 
liate one port\n of the community and elevate the 
other. In such opinions and habits it is easy to 
perceive the causes of that hatred and hostility by 

which they have been assfiuled^ , - - ^ ^..^^..^■-''- 

Having settled in Jackson county, in the State of 
Missouri, and invited the free people of color to join 
them, they were attacked by an armed band of forty 
or fifty men, and driven into the woods, with their 
women and children. The next day, another set-* 
tlement, about ten miles off from the former, sufi*ered 
a similar fate : — the shops Were plundered, and the 
houses broken into. Some days after, a regular en- 
gagement took place, (the injured party having taken 
up arms in self-defence,) and several were killed on 
b6ih sides. A man was seized in the act of ran- 
sacking a store, and carried before a magistrate, who 
refosed to take cognizance of the affair. The ac- 
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cused theix turned upon the accusers, and they wer^ 
committed to gaol, by a warrant for &lse impri8an-^ 
ment, the mob declaring that they should never come> 
out alive^ These and other facts were communi*- 
cated to a Missouri paper by a Mormonite (Orsaii 
Hyde). The other party, in reply, accused the «et-. 
tiers of having opened an asylum for rogues and, 
vagabonds, and free blacks. A^ I evinced a cousi-* 
derable degree of interest about these singular peoi 
pie, and expressed a wish to visit them, the tal)ct 
ative old man fancied I wanted to join them, and 
become a preacher. " What could he want," said, 
he, " with the colored people ? Did he come all 
the way from England to see them ? Fm sure he's 
a real gentleman from his dress and manner. H« 
skin was quite white. Why, Nelly,'' (turning to a 
young woman who was present,) "his complexion 
was much fairer than yours. I'd give any thing to 
know his name." 

Such was the description given by Peter's daugh* 
ter, who was an excellent mimic, and who had beeii 
present at the man's recital of what he had .seen. 
This young woman was a great support to the fa^^ 
mily, by her good sense and industry. She had c^ 
loom in an adjoining hut, and added considerably to 
the common stock by the proceeds of her weaving. 
She had acquired the art, as it were, by piece-meal } 
the whites having thrown every obstacle in the way 
of its acquirement None of her own race could 
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teach her ; and very few of the other were willing 
to give her any instruction, even in the most simple 
kinds of work. She had succeeded, however, in 
making herself mistress of the employment, and 
was not idle in the use of her skill. 

While I was conversing with Peter and his wife, 
ibiBy said the whde colony, if they were once 
righted, would willingly pay any expenses that an 
agent, to or from England, might incur in prose-^ 
cuting their claims. They had no one to befriend 
ih^o ; and they were becoming every day more im- 
poverished and more despised. To add to their dis- 
tress, the whites had succeeded in sowing dissen- 
sion among them, and Peter himself, as well as his 
family, was looked upon with jealousy and envy by 
all the rest. This I discovered on inquiring why 
the men, who had been my guides, had never been 
to the logrhut, where I was, though they had told 
me that the people, old and young, would be re- 
joiced to see me. They took great care, however, of 
the bundle, which I recovered vrithout any difficulty. 

There are several other settlements of the same 
kind in the State ; but in none of them has the 
common enemy been so successful in creating di« 
visions and distinctions. If something be not done 
for the lower Camp, to defend the settlers and in- 
struct their children, it will not be long before it is 
abandoned in great part, if not entirely. 

As Jones, who had been sent out to Liberia by 
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the Brown County Colonization Society, was living 
within eight or ten miles, Peter sent his son over for 
him the next day, and he arrived, with his wife, in 
the evening, too late for me to get back to Ripley 
that night. I remained, therefore, another night in 
the cabin, being anxious to obtain information about 
the African colony. It was some time before Jones 
would dismiss his suspicions, and speak out, &iAj 
and fully, his opinions. He had been so much 
abused and persecuted by the colonizationists, who 
were displeased with him for divulging the troih, 
that he was fearful of committing himself before a 
stranger, who might, for aught he knew, have been 
sent as a spy to entrap him. He was, in fact, placed 
in a situation that required great caution and cir- 
cumspection. He was still a slave. Part of his 
purchase-money he had paid to his master in Ken- 
itucky; and the remainder the Brown Coun^ So-^ 
ciety had promised to advance, as one of the con- 
ditions of his mission to Liberia. This agreement 
had never been fulfilled; his unfavourable report 
having furnished a motive and a reason for the re- 
fusal. He was but three weeks in the colony ; and, 
not being a man of quick conception or compre- 
hensive views, his account was necessarily defective; 
no just grounds, however, exist for doubting its ac* 
curacy ; particularly as it is confirmed by the tes- 
timony of others, who had a stronger interest in 
favor of the truth, and more time for observation. 
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One third of the settlers, he informed me, died the 
first year after their arrival. Of 300 emigrants 
from Norfolk, in Virginia, 106 had perished by the 
end of the year. This statement he had firom Go- 
vernor Mechlin. 

The largest farm in cultivation there, does not 
exceed three or four acres; and sufficient pro- 
duce is not raised for one twentieth part of the 
population. The chief dependence for support is 
on the natives, whom they pay for the commo- 
dities they want, in rum, gunpowder, and to- 
baceoi. The latter may be considered the currency 
of the country. A commission, appointed by the 
governor to make inquiries into the state of the co- 
lony, bad reported that two-thirds of the settlers had 
not more than one meal in their houses ; and that 
the fiinds appropriated to tlie erection of a saw-mill 
and the completion of a road, had been embezzled 
or misapplied. There were other parts of the re- 
port highly unfavorable to the governor, who 
t^rought home with him, on his return to AInerica, 
43ftie oopy ; while Jones, who got back in the pre- 
ceding February, was the bearer of another. The 
Colonization Society, it is generally believed, lias 
not yet laid the contents of these despatches before 
&e public. One of the charges referred to the sub- 
fllltation, by the . store-keeper, of bad provisions for 
those brought out in a good condition by the La- 
layette. The copy I saw at Cincinnati of this do- 
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cument, contained no accusation of the kind. That 
part and others of a similar nature might have been 
omitted in the transcript. It was lent to me by one 
of the Lane students, (Mr. Wattles,) who obtained 
it from Dr. Buckner, of Georgetown, as I have be- 
fore stated. 

Some of the early settlers, who were maintained 
by the Society for the first twelve months, are doing 
well. They are merchants — not agriculturists ; and 
may be considered as the medium of communication 
between the natives and the importers of goods, 
whose profits from the trade thus carried on are 
enormous. The natives are ignorant, and submis*- 
sive to the colonists, who employ them to do all the 
laborious part of their work, — the heat of the cli- 
mate, they assert, being beyond their strength. They 
are too proud or too lazy even to carry a parcel^ 
and as wages are extremely low, they do little or 
nothing that requires manual exertion. There Is 
small hope, therefore, that the settlers will turn their 
attention to the cultivation of the soil, or make any 
attempt to civilize &e aborigines ; as the Americans, 
whether of European or of Afiican descent, feel ijt 
their .interest to keep them in a state of debasement 
and subjection. * There are other causes too in ope^ 
ration, for diverting industry from agriculture to 
trade. The electivje franchise depends on the posses- 
sion of land ; and, where opposition to the governing 
party is apprehended, allotments are delayed .till th^ 
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"pending elections are over, — to the great detriment 
land discouragement of the claimants. There ar6 
many tribes in the neighborhood : some of them have 
tilready shewn xlnequivocal symptoms of hostility. 
Though subdued for the present, they would become 
formidable if they acted in conciert, or had some ex- 
perienced leader to organize them, and teach them 
tiie use of fire-arms, — an article they have recently 
manifested an inclination to receive in payment for 
the ivory, palm-oil, and other things with which they 
Supply the traders. 

Of the schools and churches, Jones spoke favor- 
ably. Most, if not all, of the white missionaries, 
"who had been sent out from America, had found the 
elimiate too hot and unhealthy for their constitutions. 
There are now about 3000 settlers remaining in the 
'colony. Jones declared that, after all he had seen 
and heard of Liberia, nothing should induce him to 
live there ; and that it would be madness for any one, 
^unless he had some capital, to settle at that place. 

The next day I returned to Ripley on one of Pe- 
wter's horses, and his son accompanied me on another. 
These good people seemed much affected by my 
visit. They begged I would not interfere in their 
behalf, if they were likely to be placed, by such a 
step, in a worse situation. They were reconciled to 
Aeir fate, and would continue to trust in a higher 
Power for relief ifrom their sufferings, or support un- 
^r them. They were desirouis that their children 
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fihould be instructed^ and all discord cease in the 
Camp ; that they might live peaceably and amicably 
with one another, and shew, by their good ccmduct^ 
that they did not deserve the oruel treatmenl: Hmy 
were receiving from the whites. I called on ihnee 
at four of the other settlers ; but the men were oi|t| 
and one or two of the womeui^ whom I saw^ weB|» 
^ther not inclined,' or (more likely) not enabled, jto 
give me any satbfactory information. 1 endeavoxfid 
to impress npon one of them the policy, as well aB 
the duty, of being united ; as they had a common 
^lieany to deal with, who would be better pleased to 
set them all at variance with one another, than prov 
mote the interests of any. She said I had to& her 
more than she had ever heard before, and &at thml 
was much truth in it. 

If schools were established, and a white preacher 
-^to protect them — appointed, they might, perh^^M^ 
^nerge from the state of despond^icy in which I Je& 
them. Mr. Rankin informed me that the Fresl^torjr 
of Chillicothe (Ohio) had resolved npon jsending a 
schoolmaster to instruct their children. The fisfak 
md most important thing to be done by their Meada, 
is to obtain from the legislature the repeal of that 
iniquitous statute which has given ihem up as a prey 
to the designing and the unprincipled, and put the 
seal of legal authority on the prejudice that debaaea 
them, and the roguery that defrauds them* 

The young females are often brought back by ihwr 
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employers in a condition which reflects more disho- 
nor on the villainy that has betrayed them, than on 
their own imprudence. In the case of a white wo- 
man, an oath is sufficient to filiate. Here the mother 
can obtain neither reparation for herself, nor main- 
tenance for her child. Her evidence is worthless. 
No explanation can be given by the injured party, 
and no punishment inflicted on the guilty. She is 
left in the middle of the Camps, to find her home, if 
she have one, and assistance where she can. 

Ilie people of the hotel where I lodged, at Ripley, 
were much pleased when I acquainted them with the 
object of my visit to the Camps. They had heard a 
great deal of the oppression and fraud firom which 
their inhabitants had suffered. Their wrongs ought 
to be Imown, they said, to the family, if any re- 
mained, of their benevolent owner, that ample redress 
might be obtained firom them. I was particularly 
warned to be on my guard with a person who was a 
sort of sub-agent for these poor people, and who was 
living at Hillsborough ; to which place it was my 
intention to proceed, for the purpose of making fur- 
ther inquiries. Some years ago, a man had been 
appointed to reside at Georgetown, and administer 
to the wants of the settlers firom Virginia. He wis 
in very indigent circumstances when he arrived ; hut 
having set up a store, in which he appeared to be 
maldng money, he suddenly decamped, and is now 
living, in the State of Illinois, on some land he is 

VOL, III. n 
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supfposed to have purchased with the fruita of hia 
sucpessful speculation in the Camps. 

Samuel Gist left two daughters, both of whom 
were always remarkably kind to the slaves. One of 
th^m was married, and is said to have had a son ; 
the other was also macried, and her husband quittect 
England. This was all the information I could ob- 
tain about the family; and my informants could nei^^ 
iter write nor read. , '. 

I was shewn several papers of freedom while at 
Peter's house* The foUowiog is a copy of one of 
them:— 

** Virginia to wit 

** By virtue of the act of the General Assembly, 
intituled ' An Act giving effect to the last will and 
testament of Samuel Gist, deceased, late of the city 
of London', passed the 26th day of February, 1816^ 
Anthony , one of the slaves belonging to 

the estate of the said Samuel Gist, deceased, aged 
about six years, was, by a decree of the Superior 
Court of Chancery for the Richmond district, pi;Or 
nounced the third day of July *, declared to be eman- 
cipated and free to all intents and purposes. 

^ «* Wm. W. Herring, C.S.G., C.^JD:'' 

*' I am not certain about the date here. As I transcribed it» 
it appears to be 1813 ; but that must be a mistake. As the 
dfecree was made in pursuance of an act of the legislature, to 
give, efiect tio the will, the codicil, (as it appears in the Ap« 
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There were two documents of this kind, — the siur« 
name not inserted in either, though room was left 
fiir it. The perscms thus enfranchised were children 
of Peter Vicy or Visy. 

I subjoin a transcript from a copy of a letter to a 
Quaker of the name of Woodrow, at Hillsborough in 
Highland County, Ohio, The copy was taken bjr 
Wk Patterson, (a colored man,) who taught a school 
in the settlement one quarter. He boarded with Peter, 
who was never remunerated by those who had sent 
the man. On the back of the paper was written : 
*^ This letter is only a copy of Mr. Wickham's letter; 
and there may be some words not legally taken 
down, in consequence of its being very hard to read.*' 

" Hanover Court House, 10 July, 1828. 
"Dear Sir, 
*^ I have just received your letter of the 1st instant. 
The estate of Mr. Gist in Yirginia now amounts, 
according to my estimate, from 8000 to 10,000 dol* 
lars. The whole subject is placed by an act of 
Assembly under the control of the chancellor for 
the Richmond district; and no step is ever taken, 
except by his own (here some word was wanting). 
The property, by our general laws, by a special pro- 
vision in this case, is subject to the claims of ere- 

Jiendix,) appended to the latter, follows the condition on which 
it was made, and is nuH. The slaves have obtained their free^ 
domi but what has become of the estate? 

d2 
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ditors ; and the estate has ahready been very much 
diminished by a decree rendered by C. J. Marshall 
in favour of W, Anderson, representative, for 50,000 
dollars. This decree has been satisfied. There are 
now two suits brought by the aty. [I presume at- 
torney], of Jos. Smith and of John Smith against 
ibe estate. Appeals, death, haye caused delay in 
bringing their cause to a hearing: about two months 
ago they were reversed [I am not sure whether the 
word be not 'revised']. The Court meets in Octr, 
and I shall exert myself to have them tried as sooll 
as possible. It is impossible to say at what time 
they can be brought on : but I shall be much disap^ 
pointed, if the term passes without a decision. The 
opinion of the chancellor was against the claim; and 
I am very sanguine it will be affirmed. Should it, 
however, be revised, it cannot now be known what 
effect it will have on the estate. If we succeed iu 
their cause, there will be no obstacle, of which I am 
at present advised, that can delay the claims of the 
concerns of the estate. In that event, the Chancellor, 
according to the will of Mr. Gist, will have the fiinds^ ' 
noted [vested?] in some productive stock, and the 
extents applied to the benefit of the aged and infirm* 
There are still in Virginia from eighteen to twenty 
negroes, whom I hope to remove, if the decision of 
the Court of Appeals be, as I anticipate, in the next 

spring, &c. &c. 

" WM. B. WICKHAM.'! 
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J left Ripley the next day for Cmcinnati, with the 
view of seeing whether something might not be done 
for the poor people at the Camps, and with the in- 
tention of proceeding from that city to Hillsborough. 
In the boat was a young man, with whom I had 
travelled from Ripley, and who had left the stage, in 
consequence of illness, before it reached Georgetown. 
We immediately recognized each other, and recipro* 
eated civilities. He enquired the result of my ex- 
pedition, and told me he had lived within a mile of 
the Camps, and was well acquainted with all the ' 
drcumstances connected with the colony. The coni^ 
duct of the whites towards them had been most 
brutal and vexatious. They had, in the first instance, 
endeavored to drive them away, declaring that ihey 
had no business there ; had ever since insulted and 
threatened them; and were only waiting till thejf 
were themselves sufficiently numerous, to expel them 
by force. He had no doubt, he said, that gross in* 
justice had been practised upon these helpless 
pieople ; and that if it w^e not for the employment 
some of them got on the river and at Cincinnati^ 
they would long since have been exterminated, or 
driven away, by starvation. The inhabitants of 
Georgetown cared little what became of them, if 
they could but get rid of them. He had little to say 
in praise of Mr. Wilson ; and I was not inclined to 
defend his character, as the loss of a pair of razors I 
left under his. care had not tended to remove my 
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dislike of his violent and insolent abnse of the 
^aiggers." 

' Though I had no opportunity of visiting any 
Mormon settlemef^t^ I am enabled to give some ac*- 
bount of the people to be found there, — ^^a socie^ 
^at appeal^ to be adding very rapidly to its nnm- 
herSf if credit is- to be given fo one of the preachers, 
5Vho signs his ntoie ^ Gladden Bishop '' to a letter 
recently published in one of the newspapers of the 
country. He there states, that there are alroacty 
26,000 converts to the doctrines he professes ; that 
they have 800 ministers^ though there w^e but six 
in 1830, when' the sect first became known: tliat 
two printing-offices, as many stores, and a large 
meeting-house, built of stone, belong to them. 

Joseph Smith, the founder of the new fidth, who 
is reported to have recently been shot in a conflict 
with its enemies, published, a few years ago, ^^ an 
account, written by the hand of Mormon upon platei 
taken from the plates of Nephi.'* As the "accomat* 
was, when found, in " an unknown tongue % the 
world would have been but little the better or the 
wiser for it, if the discoverer of this precious docu* 
ment had not been inspired to interpret its contents. 
^Whether through delusion or collusion, there were 
found eleven persons willing to testify, by their sig» 
natures, to the truth of this apocalypse. Eight names 
of living and respectable witnesses were affixed to 
one certificate, and three to another. The former 
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JjMid ihis declaration: ^^ We hare seen and ]ieiQie4 
and know of a sorety, liiat the said Smith has got 
Ae plates of which we hare spoken r and we also 
saw the engtavings thereon, all i>f which have tl^e 
appearance of ancient work and of curious work- 
manship.^ The other was to the «UBime effect. ^Mliat 
an angel of God ^\ ^uch are the wocds used, ^^ came 
down from heaven, and he brought and laid before 
^ir eyes^ that we behdd and saw the plates^and the 
esgzaxrings t^ereotk'* 

Absurd as this ^ account*^ ift^ or perhaps because 
it is absurd^ it has Jn]|)08ed upoai many; while the 
prophet, under whose standard they are gathering, 
feeas contrived, by his cunning, to reconcile attach- 
ment to received troths with the natural love of the 
new and tiie marvellous. In acknowledging the au- 
thenticity of the Bible, he brings forwaj^ a supple- 
ment to its supposed omis^ons, and int^^eaves its 
doctrines and sanctions with the naivative of his 
ownmission^ 

The chief peculiarities of the sect are the gift of 
preaching in unknown t^igues, plainness of appanel, 
and gratuitous services in all who are chosen to mi- 
nister to the^isecular and spmtual wants of 4he com- 
nnanity. One p&(ssage in this curions Koran cleairly 
points to the place of its concoction, and the pte- 
poss^sions ef its author; who Would doubtless 
ground a <ilaim for the prc^hetic spirit on this very 
objection from the unbdlievisr. It alludes, most ud- 
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equiyocally, to the £ree-masons ; Ontario county, in 
the State of New York, being the place where 
Morgan's murder excited such a spirit of hostility to 
f* the craft." " Satan ", says the plate, ^* did stir np 
the hearts of the more part of the Nephites, inso- 
much that they did unite with those bands of robbers,, 
and did enter into their covenants and their oaths, 
that they would protect and preserre one another, bx 
whatever difficult circumstances they should be 
placed; that they should not suffer for their murderSr 
Ld their plunderings, and Iheir stealings. And it 
came to pass, that they did have their signs, yea, their, 
secret signs, and their secret words : and this that they 
might distinguish a brother, who had entered into 
the covenant, that, whatever wickedness his brother 
should do, he should not be injured by his brother, 
nor by those who did belong to his band, who had 
taken this covenant: and whosoever of their band 
should reveal unto the world their wickedness kad 
their abominations, should be tried, not according 
to the laws of their country, but according to the 
laws of their wickedness which had been given by 
Gadianton and Kishkumen.*^ 

The prophetic and didactic portions of Smith's 
work are such as might be expected from one, who 
would make a belief in the Christian revelation sub* 
servient to his purposes. The historical part chiefly 
narrates the deeds and misdeeds of the Lamanitea 
and Nephites — descended from Laman aud Nephi ^ 
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two out of four brothers, who, with their parents, 
Lehi aiid Sarai, fled, in the first year of King Zede- 
kiahy from 'the ill-fated city of Jerusalem into the 
wilderness. The plates had been previously ob- 
tained by their father, who sent his sons back to 
their former place of abode for these genealogical 
records of his family. Lehi is described as a 
lineal descendant of Joseph, the son of Ja,cob. The 
Lamanites represent the rebellious, and the Ne- 
phiteg the obedient, portion of the family; and, 
through them, of the whole human race. Nephi, 
the youngest son, built, in obedience to the com- 
mands of the Holy Spirit, a vessel, in which the 
whole family sailed to a distant and an unknown land. 
Our Saviour, after his resurrection, is described as 
appearing, in the character of teacher, to the Ne- 
phites — the chosen people of the New World, who 
were ultimately subdued by their less worthy kin- 
dred. The "plates" were,* we are told, "hid up 
unto the Lord in the earth, to be brought forth in 
due time by the hand of the Gentile." Such is the 
outline^, which the fortunes and characters of the 
two great branches, that sprang from the adventur- 
ous Patriarch, who first planted himself in the 
western wilds, present. Their disputes and recon- 
ciliations; their wars and their alliances, are de- 
tailed with tedious minuteness; and the mounds of 
earth, which, as they now exist in that part of the 
country, have given rise to so much interest an^ 

d3 
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'Speculation, are refarred to, by the preachers of the 
-Mormon faith, as proofs of the existence of these 
theocratic tribes. 

Ai9 the promulgators of this extraordinary legend 
maintain the natural equaHty of mankind, without 
excepting the natire Indians or the Afiican race, 
there is littie reason to be surprised at the cruel 
persecution by which tiiey have suffered, and still 
less at the continued accession of converts among 
those who sympathize with the wrongs of others 
or seek an asylum for their own. 

The preachers and believers of the following doc- 
trines were not likely to remain, unmolested, in the 
-State of Missouri. 

^^ The Lord God hath commanded that men should 
not murder; that they- should not lie; tiiat they 
^should not steal, &c. He inviteth them all to come 
unto him and partake of his goodness : and he de- 
Hieth none that come unto him ; black and white — 
bond and £ree, male and female; and he remem-» 
bereth the heathen; and all are alike unto God, 
both Jew and Gentile." 'Again : " Behold ! the La- 
manites, your brethren, whom ye hate, because of 
their filthiness and the cursings which hath come 
upon their skins, are more righteous than you ; for 
they have not forgotten the commandment of the 
Lord, which was given unto our fathers, &c. Where- 
fore the Lord God will not destroy them ; but will 

• 

be inercilal to them ; and one day^they shall become 
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a blessed people.'' " O my brethren, I fear, that, 
unless ye shall repent of your sins, that their skins 
shall be whiter than yours, when ye shall be brought 
with them before the throne of God*. Wherefore 
a commandment I give unto you, which is the 
word of God, that ye revile no more against them 
because of the darkness of their skins," &c. " The 
king saith unto him, yea ! if the Lord saith unto us» 
go ! we win go down unto our brethren, and we 
will be their slaves, until we repair unto them the 
many murders and sins, which we have committed 
against them. But Ammon saith uxito him, it is 
against the law of out brethren, which was esta- 
blished by my father, that there should be any 
slaves among them. Therefore let us go down and 
rely upon the mercies of our brethren." 

* This ridiculous tuodon is to be fdund, vrhtite few would 
think of looking for it, in Br. Lettsom*s letters. Speaking of 
one among the patrimonial slaves whom he had emancipated, 
the benevolent Quaker says, quite unconscious that he was 
sanctioning a distinction equally foolish and wicked, — << Poor 
Teresa ! Thou little thinkest how much thy master values 
thy present. He will probably never see thee in this world I 
In the next thou mayest appear white as an European, and 
happy as he who has said * be free !*" 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Cincinnatians. — Independence of the Press. — Expatriadon of 
the Whites. — Growth of Cincinnati. — Hillsborough.— Pros- 
perity of Ohio Visit to the Camps. — CruelTreatment — Lords* 

Protest. — Bainsbridge. — Gradation of Settlers. — Chillicothe. — 
Effects of Law of evidence in Ohio.— Zanesville. — Spread of 
Catholic doctrines. — Wheeling. — Pittsburg.«-Joumey to Phila- 
delphia. — Stage-heroes and Stage-lovers. 

On my second visit to Cincinnati, I went to a priyate 
house in preference to an hotel, having found the 
one I lodged at very crowded and noisy, without a 
counter-balance to be found in an agreeable or 
polished society. It was some time before I could 
find what I wanted. Wherever I applied, I met 
with great civility, and a readiness to assist me in 
searching for a house that would accommodate me. 
Very erroneous opinions are often formed of a place 
firom the company at the taverns. The reception I 
found at the establishment, to which I was admitted, 
was such that I must have been ^^ hard to please" if 
I had found fault with it; and my fellow-lodgers 
were obliging and courteous. While conversing 
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with one of th^ students, of whom I have before 
spoken, he shewed me a letter he had received fix>]n 
Lewis Tappan, of New York. I. took the following 
extract from it, as it shews the state of the public 
press in America. After relating what had passed 
during the examination, at a public meeting, of a 
person who had been some time at Liberia, of 
which place he gave a most lamentable account, 
the writer adds : ^*The newspapers have endeavoured 
to mislead the public on this subject, and have done 
it to a considerable extent. We cannot get any ex-% 
planation into any influential paper, except the 
Evangelist, unless by chance. Charles King«-edi«. 
tor of the American — told me the abolitionists are 
right. * Why don't you say so in your paper?' he 
laughed and replied: ^The time has not come yet,* 
and in a few days he admitted a piece against us. 
One of the editors of the Daily Advertiser, of the 
name of Townsend, told me, our cause was a just 
one. ' Why then do you not publish articles on 
our side ? ' He looked angry, and said, ^ The paper 
is my property ; I'm not going to injure it.' So he 
says nothing on either side." 

. Among my colored friends at this place was one 
from North Carcdina, who was well acquainted with 
Damon Jones, having lived in the same part of the 
country with him for some time. He spoke of hun 
as an industrious honest man, temperate in his habits, 
and respected by those who knew him. Hehad heard 
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6f the ill treatment he had met with. The last time 
he saw him was on the public road, in company 
Hirith a white man. They appeared to be going 
tot^ards the South- This corresponds exactly with 
what Damon told me — ^that he was decoyed into 
Alabama. Of Mr. Gaston my informant expressed 
himself in very different terms. He described htm 
as a hard master, and an advocate in the legislatui^e 
of the State, for severe measures against the slaves. 
Free blacks have the elective franchise in North 
C^olina ; and in some dii^cts it has happened 
fliat they have been almost the only voters at an 
election. Some of theln are wealthy ; and all wh!o 
Conduct themselves with propriety are much less 
insulted and molested than their brethren in the 
hcMrthem states. This disgracefiil pre-eminence in 
injustice is an indisputable fact; and I never met 
with a free black from the South who could not 
testify to its truth from the experience of his own 
feelings. There are but few States where these 
people enjoy the elective franchise : and they are, I 
believe, in the free,— Maine, New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania ; 
but they seldom or never make any use of rt in Phi^ 
ladelphia : North Carolina and Tennessee alone of 
the Slave States, allow them the privilege of voting. 
Their political and social disabilities are almost as 
various as the States to which they belong; and 
while both are subject to modifications by their 
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removal from one to another, they still remain in 
the lowest rank of society, with an impassable bar-* 
rier between themselves and others who occupy the 
sedle above. 

They appear to be ftnrther removed from the com« 
inon sympathies of our nature in Eastern Virginia 
{ban in any other part of the Union ; and to be, in some 
respects, in a less enviable situation than those slaves 
^o have fallen into the hands of hmnane masters. 
I eotild always distinguish a free msin from a slave 
kt Richmond, by the former taking off his hat to me 
as he passed — a piece of conciliatory civility which 
the other feels to be a work of supererogation, as his 
master will protect him. The better the coat, the 
iiiore submissive was the bow of the wearer. A 
remarkably fineJooking man of very respectable 
appearance touched his hat to me one day as I was 
going by. As there was no other person where he 
Istood, I stopped and entered into conversation with 
him, and asked him whether he was not free. " No, 
Sir!" was his reply — " most people think as you do 
but I am not so." It was civility that induced him 
to bow: in most others it is fear. 

There are few places in the States where capital 
can be more advantageously employed than at Cin-' 
cinnati. Money is frequently let at fifteen, twenty, 
and even twenty-five per cent per annum. A land 
agent in the city told me he had just obtained a mort'* 
gage at ten per cent, on the best land security. At New 



04 TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES. [CHAP. XXVI. 

York, a mortgage, except for small sums and short 
periods, can seldom be had for more than six per 
cent The legal interest is seven. In Ohio, the le- 
gislative Procrustes has not put the honest and 
industrious borrower into the ^ame bed with the 
logue and the spendthrift. The necessaries of lif^ 
axe cheap here. Board and lodging may be had for 
two dollars and a half a week. Mechanics pay 
generally about half that sum, though they can earn 
fix>m one to three dollars a-day, according to their 
skill and the kind of employment. They are, in 
fact, considering the changes and chances to which 
men in business are subject, in a more eligible situa- 
tion than many of the store-keepers and small capi- 
talists, as their remuneration is secure from almost 
every risk but that which arises from their, own want 
of prudence. The value of land in the vicinity of 
the city has risen with its extension. Lots, that 
twelve years ago were hardly worth four or five 
dollars an acre, now fetch as many hundreds. Land^ 
at the distance of ten to fifty miles, is worth from 50 
to 100 doUars an acre, with intermediate prices, corre- 
sponding to the degrees of proximity. As the grei^t 
emporium of trade to the Western States, Cincinnati 
cannot fail to become, in the course of a few years^ a 
populous and wealthy city. 

Twenty years ago, a Journey from New Orleans 
to this place would have taken ninety days ; it can 
now be performed in twelve. The cost of freight 
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has diminislied in a greater proportion. Seventy 
cents the cwt. from Philadelphia are, at present, 
about the average for goods, which, at that time, 
were charged twelve dollars. The city contains 
between thirty and forty thousand souls ; and, from 
the advantages it enjoys as a manufacturing and 
lapping town, may be expected to continue at its 
present rate of increase. It supplies the Southern 
market with machinery of various binds, implements 
of husbandry, and articles of frimiture. Hence, in 
a great measure, the bitter hostility it has manifested 
against every thing tiiat may lead to the abolition or 
amelioration of a system on which it thinks, as Li- 
verpool once thought of tiie slave-trade, its interests 
depend. There was but a small addition made to 
the city the year in which I visited it; the number 
of new buildings, which had averaged 500 annually, 
havmg dwindled down to litfle more than fiftV, 
owing to the war carried on by " the hero of New 
Orleans^' against the currency of the country, 
. On the 20th I left Cincinnati, at nine a.m., and ar-» 
ipived, about the same time p.m., at Hillsborough* 
The distance is fifty-six miles. The road was hilly 
imd bad ; great part of it being what is vulgarly 
called " corduroy", or " bang-up", or ** rail-road". 
The term alludes to the planks or rails, which are 
placed transversely; so that the road presents the 
appearance of that sort of stuff which, in honor of 
some monarch, announces to the world that his ma^ 
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jesty once deigned to hav^e his inBx^ssibles made 
of it-— (corde-du^roi). 

, The greater part of the country We passed thrWljg^ 
was uncleared; the soil being of an inferior natore^ 
swampy, and covered with beech-trees^ intei'^pelis^ 
with ^^ bottoms", or alluvial land of excellent qualrtfr. 
The towns and villages presented a lively pictote of 
industry and cheerftdness. Where the landlias be^ 
refeently cleared, the log-hut and its inhabitants give 
strildng evidence of hard toil, and severe f^rivation. 
The women;, in particular, seem to be worn out^ titid 
the. children are frequently ragged and squalid. The 
wilderness is no paradise to the first sellers* Nod- 
dling but the love of independence^ or the hope of 
bettering their condition, could support them under 
the discouragements that await them in a new cotEd- 
try. The drudgery to which the females iecre neces- 
sarily exposed, is, indeed^ most paxfiful aiid harass* 
ing. Few can afford to hire ^^ help"; and the better 
it is when obtained, the less is the chance of retain^ 
ing it Of the female servants, the blacks are pre- 
ferable, both for industry and skill, to the whites. 
They are equally prone to change^ A fitted esta* 
blishment is out of the question. Even the children^ 
go forth " to seek their fortune", as. soon lis years or 
opportunity admit. This early want of stability fixes 
an indelible stamp upon individual character; and 
forms, as it unfolds and extends its influence through 
the ixmumerable ramifications of society^ no small 
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iieiii m tibose dedactio&s which an impartial estimcite 
will make, from the supposed advantages of the new 
0^er the old world. 

;, It is not only in the woods that the wives and 
daughters of settlers have such a laborious and irk* 
Home life to lead. It is very difficult for women in 
Ae villages, however wealthy their condition and re- 
jfiiied their feelings, to meet with that sort of ^^ help" 
on which ihey can depend for a regular supply of 
Iheir domestic wants. They must make their own 
«oap and candles, and bake their own bread; while 
lihey are often obliged to perform themselves all the 
imnutiaB and drudgery of the culinary department. 
Shose who are poor, and prepared to work hard, 
may do well in the back woods ; but where habits 
liave sprung from the enjo3anent of comfort and lei- 
sore, the immediate sacrifices to be made by an etad^ 
grant to 'the ^^ far west", would scarcely be indenmi* 
fied by the prospective benefits of an ample provision 
for tiie future. 

, When wages are spoken of here, it is to be db- 
served that the amount is, in some measure,^ nomi*^ 
nal ; a large proportion being generally paid in goods, 
on the barter or truck system. The clergy often 
^ take their tithes in kind". Hence some tact is 
Required on the part of the workman, not only io 
fixing iip«m what he shaU receive in Eeu of money, 
but in making such arrangements with the store- 
keeper, with whom he must bargain to give him ar-* 
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tides in return, that may not subject him to loss 
MHhen he disposes of them to others, or approjmatetS 
them to his own use. It will readily be seen that the 
tradesman has, in like maimer, to traffic with the 
merchant at a distance, to insure his own profits: 
and thus it is that the want of a currency, and the 
imperfect distribution of employmient, have the efiect 
of sharpening the £sicnlties of all, and producing in 
each individual a greater degree of acuteness and 
caution in some things, than prevails among a people 
whose commercial machinery is more simple, because 
more perfect. The general fimd of knowledge 19 
less, as the exigencies of society are more limited ; 
while the shkre of each is greater, as his necessitiei 
are less easily supplied. 

The profits of capital must be very high in Ohio, 
as the borrower pays a high interest for it. Theie 
is a man at Hillsborough, who gets, upon an aver* 
age, twenty-five per cent, for the small sums he lets 
out. The law allows six per cent, per annum upon 
debts, but lays no restriction on loans — the act of 
1804, for the prevention of usury, having been le^ 
pealed in 1824. 

No State has added to its numbers so rapidlj as 
Ohio. Its population,, which was 581,434 in 182(^ 
amounted, in 1830, to 937,679. It is now the third 
in the Union ; and will probably outstrip them all 
in the number of its citizens, before many years 
have passed. One cause of its increase may be 
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Ibund in its liberal policy towards foreigners, whose 
l^pital is attracted to it, as well by the security as 
by the profits of investment which it offers. In the 
State of New York, an alien cannot legally hold .a 
mortgage upon land. In Ohio he may hold all kinds 
of real estate " as fully and completely as any citi- 
zen of the United States." Great caution, however, 
1» necessary here in lending money or making baxw 
gains, as, to use the words of a writer in the Ame- 
noaa Jurist, (Jan. 1834,) *^the balance turns too 
touch in favour of the debtor ; for, unless he be par- 
ticularly honest and conscientious, the creditor 
gtaads but little chance in making his claim.'' ^^ We 
speak," he adds, '^ from dismal experience. We 
have known suits commenced against merchants, 
who had at the time in their stores goods amount- 
ing to fifty or sixty thousand dollars. We have 
heard them declare, that those creditors, who were 
BO ungentlemanly as to sue, should never receive one 
cent We have besought a court of chancery to inter- 
fere by injunction, or compel aa assignment for the 
benefit of all the creditors ; alleging, among other 
£3Lcts, that these merchants were then forcing off 
their goods at auction, at forty per cent, less than the 
first cost ; but chancery has told us it could not in- 
terfere. We have pursued the case to judgment, 
and our execution has been returned " no property •*] 
All has been disposed of, we know not how. Nay, 
iDOte> we have heard such men, when examined, on 
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application for the benefit of the insolvent act, acU 
mit, that, for the purpose of arranging their affair^ 
they have been paying one quarter per cent, a daj 
for money, and that at the same time, they were 
selling off their goods at forty and fifty per cent, loss ; 
and yet, after mating these disclosures, we hare 
blown them to be permitted to take the benefit of 
the act^. on the ground that such was the custoiA 
here. It is high time that this enonnous system <^ 
firaud was broken up, either by enacting a genuine 
bankrupt law, which should take firom a debtor all 
control of his property after the first act of bank<^ 
ruptcy ; or by giving a creditor the power of attach*^ 
ing his property in the first instance, instead of ax^ 
resting his body. Unless some remedy like this be 
interposed, our law'of debtor and creditor should be 
entitled, * a law for the encouragement of firaucL* ^ 
It should be observed, that, by the existing law <m 
the subject, a debtor's property cannot be touched^ 
till after judgment, as long as an arrest can be made) 
and the latter is a mere faace^ since the prisoner caa 
have the privilege of ** the limits," which embrace 
the whole county. 

The day after my arrival at Hillsborough^ I called 
at Joshua Woodrow's store, and found him busy be* 
hind the counter. As soon as I announced to him 
the object of my errand, he crossed over, and com^ 
menced his replies to my inquiries, with a tone of 
▼oice and change of countenance that bespoke no 



dight de^ee of discretion, md recoiled to my mind 
tt^ hints I had received at Sipley. He informed 
iQ(if» thathe was one of three local agents, all Qua^ 
iers, who had been nominated by the manumission 
$Qciety at Philadelphia to look after the interests of 
]||[r. Qist's emancipated slaves. The other two were 
I^vi Warner, of ChiUicothe, and Enoch I^wis, who 
][^4^d ^^^ Q^® ^f A^ settlements. He had^ at 
fi^ declined accepting the commission, as he wa& 
t^ much occupied and too old to pay proper attend 
^on to its duties. He wa^ induced^ however, firom 
motives of humanity .alone, to undertake the office* 
TJ^ere were, he said, sdtogether, three colonies ;-r-f 
tm> called the Camps, upper and lower, founded at 
^le same time, at the distance of ten miles fiom 
eijBK)h other, and containing about 300 souls. The o&ec 
h94 bc^DL " located " but two or three years, Ftom, 
tbe agent, (Wickham,) at Bichmond, he had heard 
^baj^ aSter all claims upon the estate were satisfied^ 
and. legal expenses paid,, there would remain somta^ 
i^t more thau 5000 doUars, the interest of which 
was to be employed for the relief of the aged juid 
the infirm. It was to carry these objects into effect 
^t he had been appointed. Speaking of. the low^ 
Camps, my visit to which I. had concealed from him 
^ his questions elicited the. fact from me,'he en- 
4eayored to impress my mind with an unfavorable 
<P|>itUon of the settlers. ^^ To tell you the t^uthy^^ 
lai^.he^ with a mysterious look>and in a low voiee^ 
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" I do not wish this to be known publicly — I har^ 
heard that they are rather too fond of a gla^s of 
whiskey.^ This delicacy towards a despised race 
rather surprised me ; and the more so, as I felt as* 
sored, from what I had seen, that th^ imputatioxf 
could not be justly laid upon my friend Peter,' as he 
would naturally have offered me a glass of spirito; 
had there been any in the log-hut, when I entered 
it fatigued and unwell. But if the charge had any 
foundation, it was the duty of the agent to report it 
to his employers, rather than to whisper it to a 
stranger. When I informed him of my intention to 
visit the new colony of which he had spoken, he 
strongly urged me to call on Enoch Lewis, who 
lived near the place, and take him with me. He 
seemed particularly anxious that I should have the 
benefit of his company, as a guide and an inter- 
preter. On my return to the inn, he sent me a mes- 
sage to say, that there was a man at his house who 
was going that way, and would ride with me. I 
found in the uncertain state of the weather an ex« 
cuse for declining the offer ; and, a few hours after, 
when the day had cleared up, I set off on horseback 
by myself, having received the necessary instructions 
from the prudent Joshua. 

After riding five or six miles, and surmounting the 
difficulties of choice which the concurrence of cross-' 
roads presented, I rode up to a house that stood at 
the distance of a quarter of a mil^, and inquired the 
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way of a young woman who was standing at the 
door, She referred me to her father* He came up 
yery civijly to the place where I stood, and supplied 
me with the information I wanted. The usual in« 
terrogatoiy a stranger meets with in the woods was 
put^ and as soon as I had answered that I was front 
^gland, and wished to see how the blacks were^ 
going on, the farmer offered to conduct me himself, 
as he knew the people well, — had occasionally given 
^m employment, and felt great interest in their 
welfare, both from their good conduct while working 
for him, and the reports that were current of the ill- 
usage they had met with. I was rather puzzled what 
to do. He was a near neighbor of Enoch ; and I. 
thought it not unlikely that Joshua had sent him a* 
hint, through my intended companion, of what was 
going on, that he might either send over to Enoch, 
or prevent, by his presence, an unrestrained commu- 
nication between the settlers and the stranger. It 
was some time before my suspicions were entirely 
removed ; but after he had invited me to take some 
dinner, had saddled his horse, and had ridden through 
the woods with me in free and friendly discourse, I 
could no longer withhold ihy confidence from him, 
when I saw him received in a familiar, yet respect- 
fill, manner by the sable inmates of the log-hut we 
stopped at. It was a wretched cabin, with little or 
no furniture, beyond a bed or two, and some chairs 
of the meanest kind. Every thing about the room 
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aad the inhabitants, bore tbe marks of extreme ]K>- 
terty. We were soon smtounded by people of aB 
ages and of both sexes. An old maa, betWeen lie- 
renty and eighty, and his wife, the parent stem of no 
tess than seventeen branches, with their collateral 
offsets, were the chief speakers ; and, as in the low^ 
Camps, the old lady had most to say, and wai^ most 
ready to say it. Four years had elapsed since they 
left Virginia for the place where I found fhem. When 
the other party, who now occupy the Camps, w«P9 
sent off, against their consent, by the agent, William 
Wickham, about serenty remained behind in coo* 
cealment* They were subsequently collected toge^ 
ther by the authorities, and carried into the northern 
part of Ohio ; and being left there^ without provi-» 
sions, to shift for themselves, they dispersed, — some 
into Pennsylvania, and others into Canada. The rest 
fovmd their way back, about a year after, to the plant- 
ation in Virginia. Here they maintained themselvei 
on the land which they had formerly cultivated as 
slaves, as it was untenanted at the time, and belonged^ 
they conceived, to them by their master's bequest^ 

When I questioned these people, they gave the 
same accoimt of the manner in which they first heard 
of the death and the donation of Samuel Gist, — of the 
cruelties and vexations they underwent during theic 
efforts to obtain their freedom ; and of the suspicions 
circumstances which attended the death of the Eng- 
lishman who came over to see them. None of them 
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oould tellTiiien Gisf died. The old man said that 
he bad-Boade many firtiitless attempts to find out the 
MntentB of the will ; and had often expressed his 
surprise to Woodrow, that any one should undertake 
ttr carry into effect the object of a man^s last wish^ 
without knowing what it was. Joshua had told me, 
a few hours before, that he had never seen a copy of 
ffie document in question. As he was induced, ac- 
cording to his own statement, to befriend these un- 
ftrtnnate people from motives of pure benevolence, it 
i» certainly strange^ that he should not have thought 
it necessary to inquire what their rights and claims 
were ; and whether the pittance, he was to dole out 
tb them, was all they were entitled to. When they 
quitted the plantation, they were accompanied by 
three armed men, and two of them were hand-cuffed 
Ivifli irons, because they were unwilling to go. This, 
ibej declared; wis done by Wickham's order. Here 
I iiiterrupted the narrative, to ask how the slaves^ 
Were treated in that part of the country. They threw 
up their hands, and exclaimed, ^^ we cannot give 
you anjr idea of it : they are treated worse than 
dogs — they are cut to pieces." " That poor girl," 
said the old woman, pointing to a young person 
present, ^^ had her back broke by a blow she had 
from a man, who knocked her down with a rail." 
The poor creature's appearance testified to the truth 
of what her grandmother had said. 
When first they asrrived, they wete allowed five 
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acres to each person. They had one plough for two 
families, and, subsequently, when the women were 
anxious to earn something by spinning, they could 
get from Joshua but two wheels for the whole party^ 
and were obliged to borrow the remainder of what 
they wanted. They shewed me a miserable blanket 
and a pair of trowsers that Joshua had given thern^ 
-r-the latter of the coarsest material, and totally unfit 
for the winter dress of an infirm old man. The 
blanket was on one of the beds. When contrasted 
with the clothing which their kind old master was 
in the habit of sending them from England, and of 
which I saw a specimen, it was too plain that they 
had lost by the freedom they had obtained, and 
would have been happier as slaves — if their bene* 
factor had lived. And here is the worst part of 
slavery ; since the continuance of good treatment is 
uncertain, while its remembrance embitters the evils 
that follow its removal. They were told, when they 
left Virginia, that they would have as much land, 
where they were going, as they might want; but 
now, that their numbers are increasing, they are un» 
able to procure a further supply. What little there 
is, is of a good quality; but there is not enough 
(and my companion assented to the assertion) fox 
their support. They occasionally get a job in tl^e 
neighborhood ; and some of them go to Cincinnati 
for work : but they complained that they were often 
defrauded of their wages, without a chance of re-* 
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dress tinder a system which encourages roguery by 
pinioning its victim. They had been urged to give 
up their lands and go to Liberia ; but they returned 
the same answer to the importunate proposal, that 
all make, who have a particle of free choice left 
them. They are in fact in a state bordering upon 
destitution; and to use their own words, do not 
know what to do. I endeavored to» console them 
hy assuring them that I would use my utmost efforts 
to assist them — that I would publish a statement of 
their case on my return to England ; and that I 
would, in the mean time, write home for a copy of 
their master's will, if it could be procured in London, 
that it might be sent over to America. That part of 
the document, which I had afterwards copied out at 
Doctor's Commons, will be found in the Appendix. 

The poor creatures ^ere much pleased with ,the 
promise, thus held out to them; but I reminded 
them that the difficulties which arose from lapse of 
time,' claims of relatives— the tricks of agents, the 
decisions of the Virginia courts, and the distance 
between the two countries,— these considerations 
sliould check their expectations, and make them re- 
signed to their fate. I inquired how many there 
Tinere of them ; and, after counting the families, and 
the individual members of each, they agreed that the 
sum total was forty-two— just twelve more than 
Joshua had reckoned when I was with him. Yet 
he was present, they assured me, when they had 
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made 4he tsame calculation on a farmer occaaioiii 
Tbsy 4said9 tbey had always understood .thece were 
340 or 860 in the lower Camps originally, exclosiire 
«f fhojie in the upper ; though the agent liad told 
me th^re were not moxie th^ 860 in both. Thejr 
were loud in {hdr com^aints eigainst the agenbi. 
When th^'succeed in 't>btainiQg relief from Joshua^ 
it iir given ziot in monej, or raw material, so doi 
th^migbt pniohaw or m.ke thdr own tilings wi& 
advantage !to themsdves ; but thej mui^ take what 
thejr waat out of his store, or employ Enddi^Ji 
daughters to work up the clothing they reqniie. 
It was some time befi^re I could comprehend nAot 
they m^tnt<— when, at last, I said : ^^ you jnean thai 
your 'ag^it is your todesman, and puts what he 
pays you wi& one hand into his own pocket miStt 
L oLr; dunging «t.t price, and nLng ^at 
profit, he fdeases i ^' They all smiled ; and the old 
woman, clapping rher hands ^and stxidmg across .the 
room, died out, ^ You'jse ri^ U>-yau're right 1 that!t 
it exactly." 

There was no eohool £or Hbxir children, and :ne le* 
ligious instrnctor among Ihem. 

The farm was &n good condition — sji exodleat 
crop of wheat in the field adjoining the log-hut ; tw» 
^etty white ponies, and a ceiw with a calf in anodier; 
9iBd the whole as skilfyiy and industriously cuUi* 
vated as the narrow means of ike <>ccupants araidd 
allow. The cow had just been obtained by one of 
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Ibe dumght^rs who had receiyed it in lieu of wages 
teom a neighbor she had worked fo^ — a source of 
peat delight and comfort to them, as they oouid gel; 
no milk befons. My guide said they would do well, 
jf fhey had more land, and pointed out to me, as we 
leached and >as we were leaving the farm^ the seat 
and tiarifty appearance of the fields. T%s^ kow«- 
4^^, was the best managed allotment in the leolony, 
aa^d formed an exception to the general ii&tare(S»s 
af which I have ^oken ;*— though I qfliestioi^ 
whether the pwner had any thing beyond the baoe 
jieeessaries of life for the support of his £Kmil||^. 
Speaking of thc^^iUack law ^ pf Ohio, my ^ompaaion 
deplared his determination to remove, if he coidd» 
<6pm its statute bopk, ao ^aacti^ent which he bad 
always thought unconstitutional, and which is a ^^ 
fgm^ tp a free coiiuitiry, in an age £ust vj^glng to- 
wards the middle of Hie nine^enth century. 

The sun was now declining; and we took our 
leiiv^ of these pensecuted helpless pec^le^ and t^* 
wnated a vi»t, whichy I trust, has thrown a few 
glpams of hope ovi^ the gloomy path of 4h^ earthly 
pilgrimage, 

. SQch 80:0 the people who are held up to the scorn 
of mankind by British statesmen as idle vagabonds 
r— £t only ^^ to point a moral ^ in a senatoxiaJ speech^ 
*^4)T adom^' a protest Such are the people who 
aupplied the Duke of Wellington, Lord St. Vincentt 
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Lord Penshurst, and Lord Wynford with a Christian 
argument against the abolition of slavery — from the 
bill for which they declared themselves dissentient^ 
because, among other equally valid reasons, ^ the 
experience of the United States — a eotmtry but 
thinly peopled, in proportion to its extent and fer* 
tility, and always in want of hands, haaf shewn that, 
even in more temperate climates, the labor of eman- 
cipated negroes could not be relied on for the cul- 
tivation of the soil ; and that the welfare of society, 
lis well as that of the emancipated negroes them* 
-selves, required that they should be removed else- 
where." Between whig and tory what is the black 
refugee to do ? The one would send him away be* 
cause he enriches the country — the other because he 
impoverishes it. 

As I had declined the farmerV invitation to din- 
ner, I thought I could not do better than partake of 
his evening meal. On our return to his house, be 
introduced me to his sons-two sturdy stopping 
youths, with good looks and good appetites. One 
of his daughters made the tea, while the other drove 
away the flies. As soon as we had eaten and uttered 
as many good things as we could, (for the whole 
party was merry as well as hmagry,) the lookers on 
sat down to their repast This, as far as I had op- 
portunity to observe, is the usual order of things in 
the houses of the middle class. The masculine is 
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more worthy than the feminine ; and the feminine 
more worthy than the neuter. Hence the women 
eat after the men ; and the blacks after the women. 

It was now time to " be off." I had finished my 
mission and my meal : so I shook my worthy host 
hj the hand, cracked a parting joke with the young 
people, and mounting my horse, returned to Hills* 
borough. 

The next morning, when I asked for my bill, the 
landlord (Mr. Miller) refiised to take any thing for 
the hire of his horse ; and I could not prevail upon 
him to alter his determination* Both he and his 
wife had been extremely obliging and desirous of 
contributing to my accommodation in every respect 

As the stage for Chillicothe would not arrive from 
Cincinnati till Monday, and would travel all night, 
I determined to walk on, making Bainbridge (about 
half way) my resting place for the night. I was 
Unable to procure a vehicle, and unwilling to borrow ] 
Mr, Miller's horse without paying for it. I set off,^^ 
therefore, on foot, and reached Bainbridge in th^ 
evening. Entering the first tavern I saw, I inquired 
of the landlord if he had any meat in the house. 
He was a mighty consequential sort of a personage. 
He seemed highly offended at the imputation the 
question conveyed to his mind. " Sir," said he, in 
a voice that preserved his dignity, while it indulged 
his displeasure, " I should not be fit to keep a ta- 
vern, if I had not." "Pray! what kinds of meat 
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lm»eyoni^ "Wl^! bacon^ Sir !-^bacon !-^acon ! 
bacon P' Thexe were fortunately some i^gg» too ia 
the house, and I was perfeetlj satisjGied with my 

On being shewn into my bed-^toom^ I found A^ 
chfoubeFS abo^e as w«U fiumshed as the laxder 
below. Those I passed thix>ugh9 as well as that 
destined for myself, had nothing in them but heds-^ 
beds-^beds, whiie each bed had but one sheet. As 
my iK>om was double-bedded^ as weU as siogto*. 
sheeted, I soon borrowed what I wanted, and [gaar^ 
n^ jEeatber bed as a security. No wat^r was eyer 
allowed up stairs, lest it shouU injure the fiumititt^ 
below, fie must be difficult, indeed, to please, who 
could grumble about his toilette, when so nuich (Bare 
was taken of the ladies in the parlor. Tliere was |l 
weU in the yard ; and he might ^shave and wash lu» 
face m the same tub. 

The liext day was rainy, and the heat very oppres- 
sive. After proceeding four or five miles, I stoppf^ct 
at a farm-bouse to get a glass of water ; and, finding 
the owner inclined to be sociable, I sat soine ^time 
conversing with him. He had been settled on his 
^and about twenty years, and had come from Penn- 
sylvania. He had given three doUaars an acre for 
260 ; and, now that his neighbors were beconung, 
as be said, too numerous, he wasxibout to ^^sell out^ 
and move further westward — though an old man of 
sixty or sev/enty, with a large family. .He expected 
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to get twAwe or ^fifteen dollars an Acre in retnm for 
the iinproy.exiie3Qt8 he had made. About two^thiids 
were in wood-kBd, and the boU xety gooa. It is a 
common thing, in this part of the country, for the 
Mitlers to he^ one another in getting in their grain, 
artising 4heir log-huts, or cutting down the trees. 
They assemble together for the purpose, and are fed 
bj the proprietor of the land, who is ready to take 
his turn whai called upon, and repay the obligation 
l^ a similar mark o£ good neighborhood. When 
this system is contisEued for any length of time, it 
may be inferred that the population is scanty, and 
the forms nearly equal in extent. 

Thitsj way of realizing the profits of industry, by 
selling the farm on which they were made, aad bet* 
tering one's condition by investing the proceeds in 
the purchase of l^nd more remote from a settied dis- 
trict, and therefore cheaper, is the usual mode of 
proceeding in the West. A regular succession of 
-cultivators is thus created, corresponding to the 
^quantity of labor bestowed on the land they have 
selected, from the scientific agriculturist in the -old 
settlements, to the rude squatter on the virgin soil 
of the wilderness. In the old world a man generally 
carries his savings to the city ; in the new, to the 
woods. Labor follows capital in the one, and capital 
follows labor in the other. 

There is a sort of analogy between the geological 



8* TOUB JN THE UNITED STATES. ICHAy. XXVX* 

Structure of the old, middle, and western States, and 
the people who respectively inhabit them. The lat-j^ 
ter, as well as the fonner, may be said to be of pri^ 
mary, secondaiy, and recent,, formation. Having 

clined his hospitable offer to sit down and partake 
of his dinner, I renewed my journey. 

On entering Chillicothe, I had reason, for the first 
time, after having travelled so far, and seen so much 
of taverns and hotels, to complain of ill-treatment at 
one of these houses. I stopped to inquire at Wat* 
^n's whether the Hillsborough stage was to be there 
the next morning. The book-keeper replied, that if 
I would remain where I was, he would send the 
next day for my luggage to Madeira^ where the 
passengers were to breakfast. On this condition I 
agreed to stay. The next morning, two hours had 
lapsed after the departure of the coach, before the 
man went to inquire ; hds object being to detain me 
two days longer, as he boasted to Madeira that he 
had intercepted one of his customers. This piece 
of roguery placed me in an awkward predicament, as 
my portmanteau had no address upon it. The fel- 
low's civility when I remonstrated with him, was on 
a par with his honesty. I met, however, with great 
attention at Madeira's, to whose house I imme- 
diately moved, and all seemed to be heartily ashamed 
of their countryman's conduct to a stranger. Mj 
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lioidlord's wardrobe consoled, me for the loss of my 
own, which made its appearance with the next stage 
ttom Hillsborough. 

. GhiUicothe is a flourishing town on one of the 
great links of that chain of water communication 
which connects New York with New Orleans, It 
^^ontains a* population of four or five thousand peo* 
-pie, of whom the colored^ portion forms about one- 
tenth. The latter have two churches and a school, 
consisting of thirty-five scholars of both sexes. 
The teacher, who is of the same race, is a graduate 
of the college of Athens (Ohio)* Though they are 
taxed to the poor fund, ihey derive no benefit firom 
it. Whatever is done to instruct the ignorant or re- 
lieve the indigent, is exclusively derived fi-om their 
own resources. They complain bitterly of the many 
^liscouragements to which their legal disqualifica- 
tions expose them« There is scarcely one who has 
not suffered from want of evidence to prove a pe- 
cuniary claim upon the whites. One man, who had 
been a tanner, and possessed property to~ the amount 
of 10,000 dollars, is now reduced to a state of po- 
verty, from the frauds that have been practised upon 
him with perfect impunity. Another had his house 
pulled down, in sight of himself and his family, and 
was forced to quit the place, as no legal proof could 
be obtained of an injury which was well known to 
the whole town. A third, who was a barber, hap^ 
pened to owe a physician, who died in Kentucky, 
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^eren doUaw and three quaiieFs for t&kmg earn of 
his health, while ^ doctor (WeUb) owed hnt 
eighteen dollaxs for taking care of his beazd. Me» 
dicine, beii:^ a necessarjr, must he paid £xr; shar- 
mgj h&mg a luxury, may he hadifor nothing at Chiir 
licothe* The executors could prove he was a debtor^ 
aad he could not {Nrove he was a creditor, li as 
lucky for him thai the two trad^ ase no longer 
united, or he might be made to cinre diseases as veK 
as cut hair gratis. One of these persecuted mem 
told me, til^at they were sometimes in such a stale 
of despondency, thfit they felt inclined to give up 
the struggle, and descend to the lerel of those who 
are to be found in many places, the victims of vice 
and crimen and who, though discountenanced bj 
the rest, bring discredit on the whole race. 

About 100 families had lately been driven, by ne- 
ligious intolerance, into the State firom North Caro- 
lina, where they were prohibited from meetisg to- 
gether to {Nray. They had suffered infinitely mare 
for conscience sake than the Momiers of Switzes- 
land, about whom so much was said a few years 
ago. But where is the De Stael who will espouse 
their cause, and expose the iniquity of their op* 
pressors? Yet these people have contrived to 
realise a good deal of property, though they dare 
not engage extensively in business, while there is 410 
^security for obtaining what is due to them. 

They have houses and real estate in* the town. 
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worth at ieast 10,000 dollars^ aad fanes m 4he 
ooiintj w^Qjpth about 30,000 more. 0^ man a&oiie 
Jmmi, within four miles of the place, an ^estate, the 
▼ahie of which .may fairly .be estimated at 5000 dol- 
lars. There is a considerable colony of them m 
Jock&on county, at the (^stance of thirty or 
iiarty miles from Chillicothe. Some of these sel^ 
llexs have farms of 200 or 300 acres, .and evei^ 
jnoxe. There is another near Gallipolis that con^ 
tains about 200 people, who are doing well, in spite 
of Bverj obstacle. A Presbyteriaa minister, (a 
white^) assured me that they were an hopest, in* 
dustrious, and orderly people. The chur^ch to 
which he belongs, has declared itself most decidedly 
and unequivocally against slavery. The following 
is extracted from '^ the Minutei^ of the Synod of 
Cinpinnati.'^ — "Resolved, that the buying, selHii^g;, 
or holding of a slave, for the sake of gain, is, in the 
judgment of this Synod, a heinous sin and scandal, 
requiring Jthe cognizance of the church judicatories." 
Two years ago, the Synod of Kentucky negatived 
similar resolutions by a majority of four only, at a 
meeting of upwards of 100 members. It is ex- 
;pected that the majority will shortly be on the other 
side. 

On the 26th of June, having got my portmanteau, 
I proceeded with the stage that brought it, to Zanes- 
viUe^ about seventy miles from Chillicothe. I re<- 
^^tted mueh that I had not time to go round by 
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Jackson and Gallipolis, and visit the blacks wha ate 
settled in the neighborhood of those places. Theore 
are ten or twelve families in the first named co^ 
lony — ^vtdth farms of 250 or 300 acres. One maXk 
whom I saw at Chillicothe, told me his father ba4 a 
&xm there of 275 acres. The year before he had 
raised 1 100 bushels of com, besides sufficient hay 
to form several stacks. They have established a 
school amqng them, and are in a prosperous con-^ 
dition. 

1 had, however, during my tour, been thoroughly 
convinced, from the best evidence, that this unfortu- 
nate race of men are fiilly entitled, by their con<* 
duct, to the same rights and privileges as those who 
have robbed them of both, and have added insult to 
injustice. Their errors and their vices are the iin" 
avoidable consequence, and not the cause, of their 
proscription and persecution. The condemnatioii 
that has been wantonly and wickedly passed upon 
them, is as unwarranted by the condition to which 
they have raised themselves, as it is irreconcileable 
with what we know ore the characteristics, and. 
what we may believe are the destinies, of the human 
race. I think I had sufficient acquaintance with 
them to form an opinion, as correct and as unbiassed, 
at least, as that of those who revile and ridicule 
them ; and I can truly and honestly declare, that the 
x>rderly and obliging behavior I observed among them 
't-the decent and comfortable arrangements I wiv 
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nessed in their bouses — the anxiety they expressed 
tent the education of their children and their own 
improvement — the industry which was apparent in 
all about them^ and the intelligence which marked 
their conversation— their sympathy with one an- 
<4]ier, and the respect they maintain for themselves 
^ — the absence of vindictive feeling against the 
whites, and the gratitude they evinced towards every 
one who treats them with common civility and re* 
gard, — far surpassed the expectation I had formed, of 
finding among them something more elevated than 
the instinct of monkeys united to the passions of 
men. They are " not only almost, but altogether, 
such as " the White man — except the bonds he has 
fiistened on their bodies or their minds. 
' ZanesviHe, which is divided from Putnam and 
West Zanesville by the river Muskingum, contains^ 
with them, a numerous and industrious population, 
Hmong which are to be classed 400 or 500 persons 
of African descent, distinguished by the ^ various 
tints that the white man's disregard of "Nature's 
impassable barrier" has produced in the original 
shade. The latter have a Sunday school, attended 
by seventy pupils, chiefly adults. They have also 
established a day school for children ; and, like their 
brethren elsewhere, are eager for knowledge, and 
anxious to improve their condition. From an Eng* 
lishman (Mr. Howells) who is resident here with 
fais family, and from whom E experienced great ci- 
vility, I received a very favorable account of theii* 
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conduct. From an extensive ' acquaintance wiikt 
them, he is of opinion that their attaiomente exe€Me4 
the common standard that white persons^ mtd^ $1* 
milar circumstances, might be expected tp acqiaip^ 
Evidence to this efiect was 90 frequent from the 
most competent witne^sses, that its repetition mos^ J 
fear, be tedious. The reiteration of chai;gesi9 which 
become more virulent as they are refatedf givo^ iin^ 
lumny a great advantage over truth* 

Though less hamssed than their brethren at Cia«* 
oinnati aiud Chillicothe, these people have not 
escaped the inflictions of ihe Ohio-justice codc^ — th^ 
fruitful parent of violence and vjiUainy. An instaskp^ 
not long a^o occurred at Marietta, wh^e a coloced 
mau had his house attacked and his daughters in^ 
suited before his face by a drunken whit^ who 
stabbed a young man while he was attempjtiij^ U^ 
te^m the females from Hie assault. Their pro^no^ 
tor died of his wounds; but the murderer efic»pe4 
punishment ; no one but a half-caste Indian among 
the many who wase present cpuld ^ater the witneflf 
box against him ; and his evidence was set aside pn 
the plea of a previous quarrel with the priaan^ 
Numerous instances of the cruel operation of tbit 
iniquitous enactment might be given ; but the very 
existence of the disqualification maxks the charact^ 
of the countiy, and evinces a spirit of injustice as 
ready to apply the law as to make it. 

Hiere is an anti-slavery society at ZanesvUle. Ua 
object is to rescue the freedman from obloquy a» 



w$dl .tMS the slaF« from hk chains. After Uttle more 
tbaxi a year's dura4ioii9 the original immber of ito 
meimbers (four) had increased to aieariy 200 act t}]^ 
tiiw of my visit. 

This place is well situated for trade ; both iron and 
coal, in abundsmce, bei^g found at no great distance* 
It iias seyeral flour-xaillf^ iron foundaries, two glass- 
hbases, and a cotton factory, with two small woollen 
factories. It appears to be an dUigible place for the 
m^entmeait of capital, as good mortgages can he 
Itad at ten or even twelve p^ ce^t. If we conipaxe 
Ibe progress that the State has made with that of Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky, from both of which it is sepa*^ 
rated by t^ river from which it derives its name, W4» 
sihall fiiee at onoe that ^^ the batsQe is not to the strong^ 
when they contend in chains against the fre^. In 
ilbke jesa 1800, Ohio contained 45,3G5 iiidtiabitants, 
while Vkginia had S80,300, and Kentucky 220,959, 
At the next census^ (1^10^) Ohio had increased to 
tlie amonnt of 2^0,760, while the corresponding 
anmbere for the other two States were 974^622 and 
406^011. The succeeding census presented a still 
greater disparity ; and the last, in IBSO, exhibited 
Ohio in close approximation to Yir^ginia, and trium- 
phant over Kentucky. 
The relative population was b» follows : — 

Virginia . 1,211,375 

Ohio 937,903 

Kentucky ....... 68^844 
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The rapidity with which new States are formed 
and forwarded, may be seen from the great additi(»i 
..which the public treasury has recently received from 
the sale of the ^ public lands. The proceeds from 
that source amounted, in the first quarter of tbe 
year 1834, to 1,398,206 dollars ; while for the car^- 
responding ' period of the preceding year, the re-^ 
ceipts were 668^526. The demand for the publia 
lands increases at the rate of twenty-three per cent.^ 
while the population advances in a ratio of three pes 
cent, per annum. The proceeds are about three mil* 
lions of dollars a year. The quantity of land unsold 
niKthin the States and territories amounted, in 1882, 
to 340,871,759 acres, and there were, beyond those 
limits, about 750 millions more belonging to the 
Union. 

I left Zanesville on the 28th, between seven and! 
eight in the morning, and arrived at Wheeling (about 
seventy-five miles) at nine in the evening. The 
great Western or Cumberland road, over which we 
travelled, was not in such good condition as the vast 
sums of money, that had been expended upon it by 
Congress, would lead one to expect. It seems bad 
economy to delay repairs till ruts become holes, and 
holes become pools of water. We passed through ' 
several small towns — the first of which (Norwich) 
contains about 500 people. Six or seven years ago 
the place, where it now stands, was covered with 
trees. It was purchased by an Englishman, wba 
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sold it out in lots ; and, having realized a consider- 
able sum by the speculation, returned to Europe. 
The neighborhood is now thickly settled. 

While the stage, which happened to be before its 
time, stopped for half an hour, I entered into con<» 
Versation with the landlord of the hotel. He had 
not long changed his religion, and abjured Calvin 
tor the Pope* His conversion was brought about 
entirely by what he considered a misrepresentation 
of the primitive church ; the tenets of which had 
be^n described as intolerant, exclusive, and impious. 
like all new converts, who are ai^ous to shew their 
sincerity by their zeal, whether in polemics or in 
politics, he had been plying his neighbors with 
arguments and pamphlets, till he had succeeded, 
#ith the assistance of a priest, who had given a 
public lecture on the subject, not only in cooling the 
heat of their hostility to " the scarlet lady," but in 
extracting from their pockets the proofs of a changed 
ndnd, in the shape of a contribution for building her 
a temple in the town. Though there were but two 
Catholic families among them, he had contrived to 
riaise 555 dollars. From one store alone he got 
nxty ; one man having given twenty-five and another 
tan. They all declared they had been completely 
deceived, and were now convinced, that the thunders 
of the Vatican had ceased, and that they would 
il«hlier be broiled alive, nor condemned, when dead, 
lo eternal perdition. 
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That the number of Catholics i^ increasing in fke 
United States, cannot be disputed — ^wheflier Hie 
cause is to be found in conversion or emigration firom 
Europe. The Papal Church has probably gained 
by the rancorous abuse and animosity with which its 
doctrines, real or imputed, are assailed by alinost aD 
other sects, who agree in nothing but in hatred- of 
^ common foe. A clergyman in Ohio warned ta» 
congregation from the pulpit not to support a Romati 
Catholic candidate for office, claiming for himself 
the infallibility he denounced in the Pope, imd 
shewing his hatred of persecution by persecu1ing> 
his neighbor. Such bigotry defeats its own object, 
and communicates by the reaction of its opponent^ 
tlie power it loses by its own violence. As men are 
naturally lovers of justice, they are apt, when theit 
prejudices are once removed, to embrace what they 
before shunned ; and to make amends for the pre*' 
vious wrong by doing more than an indifferent 
person would consider strictly due. 

The narrow strip of land which runs on each 
side of Wheeling, for thirty or forty miles, between 
Ohio and Penrisylvania, though part of Vii^ginia, 
contains but few slaves, and those few are said to be 
well treated: the facilities for escape to the neigh- 
boring States being such as to render that sent of 
property too precarious to be profitable. The inha- 
bitants of Wheeling appear to be less infected with 
the feeling of caste than any place I saw. Both 
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noes may be seen tbere in friendlj commiinieation ; 
md, at an establishment kept by a person who would 
be treated with contempt elsewhere, blacks and 
wiiites sit at the same table together. 

The system of slavery is becoming erery day 
ifetOie odious to this part of Western Virginia. Not 
kkng ago, a.poor fellow who was a great favorite with 
eirery one, was sold by his master at Wheeling to a 
trader, when the indignation of the people was such, 
lEhat they assembled in great force and threatened to 
^ttsGue him. Had any one offered to lead them on, 
tiiey would have carried their resolution into effect. 
He was, however, taken off and separated for ever 
fiom his wife and children. The scene was de- 
seribed to me as one of the most heart-rending and 
horrible. 

On the 30th, I went from Wheeling to Pittsburg 
in. Pennsylvania; where I had the misfortune to put 
up ai one of the worst hotels I was in during my 
Stay in America. The sheets on my bed were wet, 
and under the window was a large mass of matter 
abounding in animal and vegetable putrefaction — : 
the refuse of a tobacco factory that had been carried 
Ml next door. On my applying to the street com- 
miseioners, it was removed both promptly and effec- 
tually. A populous town at the point of junction, 
where the Alleghany and the Monongahela are lost 
in the OfaiO) surxounded by hills that prevent a free 
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current of air, and rivalling Birmingham in sknoIcQ 
and filth, had thus for a long time been exposed (Q 
the infectious atmosphere of an accumulation that 
seemed purposely created to convey cholera to tlie 
predisposed. 

The heat of the weather was so oppressive, and ( 
felt so unwell, that I was unable to visit the curiosi- 
ties of this celebrated place. I was gratified by 
hearing that an abolition society existed in the towii) 
and already counted 300 members, though, at its 
commencement a twelvemonth before, it had. not 
more than half a dozen* It had, within the last ten 
or twelve days, established a school for the firee 
blacks, of whom between sixty and seventy had en- 
tered their names as pupils. There are about 1200 
of these people in the city. Nothing had been done 
before to improve their condition, beyond a small 
school which they supported themselves. Thej 
evince a great desire to receive instruction. One of 
the boys, about ten years of age, had been studying 
Greek about four or five months, yet he construed, 
part of one of ^Esop's Fables, and answered the 
questions I put to him, with regard to tenses and ' 
numbers, much better than many boys of longer 
standing in years and study. He was a very sharp 
little fellow, and went through his task without con- 
ceit or hesitation. They all read in the Englisli 
Testament very fairly. Their instructor spoke of 
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iheir dociHty and capacity in the same tenns that all 
-do who have seen as much of this injured race* I 
observed that more than half the children were 
^mulattoes. So much for amalgamation ! They have 
a church of their own, and an association for mutual 
instruction. 

The next morumg I took the stage for Philadel- 
phia. There were but three or four passengers in- 
side. The first day we went to Ligonier, a small 
town about fifty-two miles from Pittsburg. Here 
we met with excellent fare and great civility. No- 
thing-occurred during the day worthy of note, but a 
little incident which exhibited the " discretion" of 
my fellow travellers in a very commendable point of 
view. We met several vans containing wild beasts, 
followed by a camel and an elephant on foot. As 
soon as the caravan approached, the whole of our 
live-stock hurried out into the mud. There were 
three young men headed by a female. Dux faemina 
facti — an appropriate leader of such an exploit. Upon 
inquiring the cause of this sudden step, I was in- 
formed that they were alarmed lest the horses should 
take fiight and run off with the stage. One of these 
youths appeared to have been smitten in another 
way. According to the account he gave me, he had 
left his heart at Pittsburg. He could not shew me 
the lady's portrait, but he put her card into my 
hand. Another was laboring under the same com- 
plaint, and exhibited the same symptoms. The way 
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in which they 9poke of their Dulcineas wasihi^ily 
amusing. The female j)assenger was an old ao 
quaintance, and a confidante of this intevestizig 
secret, if there could be anything like secrecy in 
mGh. an affair. The former youth ^was reading Jin 
love-letters to her in the stage; while his iair friend, 
who was a spinster, listened with becoining.attfintion 
10 the story of Jus woes and Ms wishes. 

The next day we proceeded to Bedford — 43 mila^ 
The road was hilly, and in some places, .particulac^ 
about. Laurel Hill and the Alleghany .mountains, 
very picturesque : — ^not,howeTer,.presenting such fine 
scenery as joiay be seen firom the samerange in Virginia. 
Many of the farmers in this part of Pennsylvania had 
moved off towards the West. One man tookwiA 
him fourteen or fifteen laborers into Illinois. He 
had them previously bound to him for two years. 
Their claim for wages would be contingent Jipon the 
performance of their part of the contract, and iie 
would .have the best security for their services 4 — a 
matter of great difficulty with settlers in a .new 
jQQuntry. He was well provided in other respects 
for the undertaldng, having materials with him .fiir 
a saw-mill as well as for a grist-mill, with the. re- 
quisite instruments of husbandly. Most of those 
who had passed this way, were bound for UlinoiS) 
which is now what Ohio was a few years back — the 
great point of attraction. There is a sort of fashion 
in these things that varies with the state of the pubr 
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iic mind, as it is affected by reports of fertile soil, 
ricinity of markets, and other considerations, that 
are erer ^changing with the interested views and 
sanguine hopes of former emigrants. The third day 
brought 'US to Ohambersburg, a pretty 'busy-looking 
town of three or four thousand inhabitants. The 
journey was not so long or fatiguing, as the roads 
were in better order, and the country less mountain- 
ous, than what we had passed over before. The 
rain, which fell in torrents, and a thick fog, llowed 
us to catch but a few glimpses of the beaUtiftd scen- 
Cfry that presented itself on each side, as we as- 
cended and came down the hills, during the former 
part of the day. 

At three ^the next mottling the Stage resumed its 
rtmte, and comp>leted the -first ten miles to Shippens- 
Imrg, in an hour and ten minutes. A piece of in- 
finmation I had from the driver explained 'ih^ rela- 
tion in which this class of men stand to their em*- 
jilc^ers, and the motives they have for good conduct; 
He had been several years in the "profession," and 
was well known on the road. He had recently 
visited Pittsburg with twenty dollars in his pocket 
to pay his expenses, and had returned, after tra- 
velling 300 miles, without having disbursed a cent. 
As soon as the innkeepers on the road became 
acquainted with the nature of his employment, they 
reiused to take anything for his board, though he 
lodged two or three days with some of them ; and he 

f2 
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was "franked" by every stage he went by. He 
said he believed a respectable man in the same oc- 
cupation might travel in this way through the Union. 
The proprietors of the, stages and of the hotels would 
recommend him to one another; and he would be 
charged nothing during the whole journey. 

After passing through Harrisburg, (fifty miles 
from Chambersburg,) which is the seat of govern- 
ment, and is a handsome town on the Susquehanna, 
we arrived at seven p.m. at Lancaster, a place contain- 
ing 7000 or 8000 people. The next day brought us, 
by the rail-road, to Philadelphia, which it coimects 
with Pittsburg, by means of the canal at Columbia, 
twelve miles beyond Harrisburg. Philadelphia is 
thus brought into closer contact with the great 
Western market, and becomes a formidable compe- 
titor with New York for its favors. While goods 
were sent from the latter city by the Erie canal to 
Cincinnati for two dollars forty cents the cwt^ they 
could be imported into the same place, from Philadel- 
phia, for one dollar thirty cents. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Friendly Reception. — << Immediate '*and "gradual" Abolition. 
-^-Dejdorable State of Liberia*— Amalgamation-mob versus 
the B]ack8.-*>0utrages encouraged by the Press. — Dr. Cox 
threatened with indelible *< Blacking." — Episcopal Interference. 
-— Indelicate Delicacy. — Heterodox Marriages. — History of 
James Forten.— Fair Mount Water-works. — Hospital. — Peni- 
tentiary. 

r WAS very fortunate, while at Philadelphia, in 
meeting, through the introduction of a Mend, with 
a private boarding-house, where I received every at- 
tention that the most polite and obliging disposition 
could bestow. The apartment assigned me was 
spacious and well-fiimished, a cold bath in an ad- 
joining room supplied a welcome remedy for the 
lassitude produced by an unusually sultry season, 
and a very agreeable society completed the sum total 
of my " comforts.** 

The next morning, the man, who had waited at 
table, was missing ; and the lady of the house ex- 
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pressed her apprehensions that he had been kid- 
napped, — an event of too frequent occurrence to be 
thought improbable. I was on my way to the poor 
fellow's lodging in search of him, when he made his 
appearance and accounted for his absence by an 
indisposition which had seized him. He soon over- 
took me, and I returned with him to the house. 
Like so many others I had seen, he had been in- 
debted to himself al<Hie for his freedom, and that of 
his wife, whom he had left in Virginia, and who 
would, if she werer delayed. or detaiaedrtbcflre 'hut. a 
short time longer, exceed, tha term allowed by law 
to the emaii€ipat6d, and again beoome'a-«laT^.- 

From some letters put into my hand by his pre- 
sent employer, I' found his character for honesty and 
industry stood as high as that of any one in any 
sphere of life. The attestations to his respectability 
were evidently unbiassed opinions^ and reflected as 
much honor on the writers as on the sulgect of the 
testimonials. In one of the lettersXread, the writer 
declared that he was willing and ready to pcorfonn 
his part of the engagement which had been, eqtered 
into between his father and the slave ; and thathe 
trusted in the ^^ integrity" of the latter^ that he would 
fulfil his part also. The writer of another certified 
that he had known him for fifteen yearsy during 
the whole of which time he had sustained an irre- 
proachable character. ^^ His reputation," he added, 
' ^' in the place of his residence, is that of being, a 



CHAP. XXFIT;] SIATE BiXLAD. 103 

man of honesty, probity, and good demeanor." 
" Since he has obtjdiied his fifeedom, he has resided 
in Charleston, Jefferson County, and by his correct 
deportment and industry, he has secured the respect 
and esteem of all the iixhabitants, and has been 
enabled to pay two-thirdsr»o£ the purchase money — 
which he realized by his energy, firugality, and 
application to business*." 

I obtained a great' deal of information firom this 
man on the subject of slawiy ; which he painted 
exactly in the sietmef Ctnldrs ai^ those employed by all 
who have seen or ^t it 

I may here state that I was cautious in be- 
lieving any thing on ".hearsay," though th6 good 
character of the witnesa was not. always so easy to 
be ascertained. He caikieLfrom the: western part of 
Virginia, whener, as I have before said, the system 
is less severe than in the rest of the State*. When a 
master is dissatisfied with, his slave, he generally 
threatens to sell him to the trftders^; the fate that 
impends over the victims of this infernal traffic being 
well known to be of the most dreadAil description. 
" I'll put you in my pocket"" is the phrase on these 
occasions. The horror they feel in moving further 
to the South, may be seen even in the ballads they 
are said to sing before the whites. The following is 
an extract from one of them, in the mouth of an 
emigrant slave from South Carolina:^ 



u^ 
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*• I born in Sout Calina, , 
Fine country ebber seen, 
I guine from Sout Calina, 
I guine to New Orlean. 
Old boss, he discontentum — 

He take de mare, black Fannyv 
He buy a pedlar wagon. 
And he boun* for Lousy- Anna., 
s He boun' for Lousy- Aiina, 
Old Debbie, Lousy- Anna I 

*' He gone five day in Gcorgy, 
Fine place for egg and ham ; 
When he get among the Ingens» 

And he push for Alabam. 
He look 'bout 'pon de prairie. 

Where de hear de cotton grow ; 
But he spirit stiU contrary. 
And he must fudder go. 

He boun' for Lousy- Anna, &c. 

'< He look at Mrs. Seapy [IVfississippi]; 

Good lady ^nough dey say ; 
But he tink de State look sleepy^ , 

And so he 'fuse to stay. 
When once he leff Calina, 

And on he mare, black Fanny» 
He take not off he bridle-bit. 

Till he get to Lousy- Anna. 

CHOEUS. 

Old debble, Lousy- Anna, 

Dat scarecrow for poor nigger. 
Where de si^ar-cane grow to pine-tre^ 

And de pine-tree turn to sugar," &c. 



»c 
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This threat of selling a discontented or refractory 
slave to those who are sure to treat him cruelly, is 
practised in the French colonies, and in fact wherever 
the system that gives it efficacy exists. M. Tan:c, for- 
merly a magistrate at Guadaloupe, (see Revue des Colo- 
nies, No. 7, p. 17,) says, speaking of one of the planters, 
that the dread of being sold to him was employed as 
a motive to obedience throughout the island. '^ Cet 
homme est si connu par son humeur feroce, que deux 
ateliers se sont revokes pour ne pas lui etre vendus. 
Quand on veut effi*ayer un n^gre dont on est mecon- 
tent, on le menace de le vendre a cet habitant; cela 
suffitpour le corriger." Hence it is, perhaps, that 
the perpetrators of the most brutal atrocities are pro- 
tected by slave-owners from punishment: they are 
** scarecrow for poor nigger.** 

The separation that takes place between the ob- 
jects of a mutual affection -whether wives and hus- 
bands, or parents and children, is attended with 
circumstances of distress and despair, that no one 
can look upon unmoved, whose heart has not 
been hardened by familiarity with such scenes. 
* Cases sometimes occur of what may be literally 
termed "broken hearts" — instant death from the 
shock of contending emotions. Other facts I became 
acquainted with must be suppressed from a regard 
to decency. I have alluded to them in reporting my 
conversation with Mr. Rankin at Ripley. It is well 
known that slavery injures the morals of the master:. 

f3 
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delicacy has hitherto concealed its effects upon those 
who are most nearly and tenderly connected with him^ 

Forged papers of freedom are often obtained from 
white men, who make it a business to sell them to 
the slaves. Detection is impossible^ as the matter 
is arranged through the medium of free blacks, who. 
take care never to be seen by any other white man 
than the scrivener. All other evidence against the 
latter would be rejected; and every attempt to 
prevent or punish these practices serves only to in- 
crease their number, by binding still doser the tie 
that connects the offender with his clients. It is, in 
feict, a regular profession, carried on by men who 
thus endeavor to extract some profit from the sys- 
tem which has impoverished them — making the op- 
pressor himself heal some of the wounds he has 
inflicted. 

It is to freedom that the slave looks, amidst the 
toils of the field, and the torments of the lash. This 
is a refuge from his griefs and his wrong39 that he 
never loses sight of, however difficult of att£glAi9e»t ; 
— a hope that " quits him but with life". Hence^ it 
is, that when he has at last obtained his object, he 
proves more industrious than many who, bom free, 
have no inducements to exertion ; because they are 
deprived of those motives which the prospect of ris- 
ing inspires. I could generally distinguish, among 
the free blacks,, those who had inherited, from those 
who had acquired, their freedom. The latter had a , 
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miich quicker perception, more enei^ of character, 
and a more anxious wish to rise in the world. 

The inference that is commonly, drawn from the 
condition of the slave, is extremely fallacious. A 
little reflection will detect the error; and a slight' ac* 
quaintanco with the emancipated will confirm its 
coDdemnation. That labor with wages would be 
hated by those who have been forced to work with- 
out^ is a conclusion imwarranted by reason and ex- 
perience; The facts that seem to support it may be 
explained by others that are purposely kept out of 
sigbt How hx the policy adopted or suggested, of 
introducing large masses of European labor into our 
West Indian ccdonies*, — for the purpose, or with the 
effisct, of beeping down the rate of wages by which 
the blacks wotold and ought to profit, — may be 
classed^among the facts alluded to, I leave to the 
eonscienee of every honest man to decide. This im» 
poiSrtation is worse than the statute of wages ; because 
it is encouraged by those who formerly made its 
apposed inefficiency a ground for refiising the very 
measure which, they now tell lis, imperatively calls 
for it. It is easy to say that the manumitted black 
will not work; and the most eff*ectual way to prove 
the assertion is, to lessen the inducement, by lower- 
ing the remuneration. Freedom is a mere name, 
where the buyer of labor is to decide upon its price, 

* The Jamaica legislature has granted a bounty of of 15 per 
bead to laborers from Europe — a measure of which the results 
'«ie more doubtlol than the motives. 
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on the plea that the seller asks too much: and 
slaveiy. still Continues, if a man is to be punished 
because he will not submit to be cheated. 

There are many persons who object to '^ imme- 
diate" emancipation, from a misconception of its 
purport. They are not, perhaps, aware that the term 
is used in contradistinction to ^^ gradual" abolition;^ 
and is no more open to the charge of precipitancy, 
than the other of endless protraction. It simply 
means, that the slave should be placed under the. 
protection and control of the same gOTemment to 
which other men are subject, and should be trans- 
ferred immediately from the power of the master— 
who makes the law which he enforces — to.that of the 
ma^sirate, who enforces the law which the general 
legislature makes for the whole community. 

The American abolitionists have no intention ta 
follow the example of England. They do not ac- 
knowledge a right in any community to compel men, 
by the terrors of the cart-whif), to toil for the. benefit 
of those who have been already " compensated" for. 
the loss of that powfer by which they plundered and 
tortured them* They cannot see why any one who 
has been exposed, against his consent, to the burn- 
ing rays of the sun, should have half as much more 
injustice done him than anothet who has been shel- 
tered from them, and be compelled to toil six years 
while the other toils but four. They think there is 
but little difference between the slave and the ap- 
prentice ; and that both have the same rights, whether. 



GHAPi XXVII.] SLAVES NOT SERFS. 109 

they be "praedial" or ^^non-praedial". In fine, thejf 
would blush for their country, if she boasted of 
having abolished slavery, while such paragraphs aa 
the following appeared in any journal in any part of 
her . dominions : — 

** On Thursday last, when Mr. Jerdan, the special 
magistrate, was speaking to the apprentices on 
Golden Grove about taking off the crop, the women, 
as usual, made a great noise ; and after being repeat- 
edly told to be quiet, without effect, Mr. J. or- 
dered one, who seemed most clamorous, to be put in 
confinement; on which the whole gang declared 
* they would go in the dark room too'. When they 
got near it they rescued her; and, to shew their 
defiance of the king's magistrate, and of the law, they 
gave three cheers, and continued * hurraing' for 
some time. After this, they all went to theii; work ; 
but as it was necessary to put a proper check upon 
such rebellious conduct, the magistrate brought thir- 
teen of the police and seven soldiers to the estate 
that evening. On the following morning the whole 
of the people were assembled, wTien nine men were 
flogged ; and two of those, with six women, were 
sent to the house of correction." — Jamaica Royal 
Gazette, October 25, 1834. 

There are others who recommend some modifica- 
tion t)f the feudal services in lieu of compulsory la- 
bor, There is not sufficient analogy, however, be- 
tween North American bondage and the feudal sub- 
jection, to warrant the experiment. The serfs have 
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never been robbed of their property, or deprired of 
their inheritance : the land they till is the country of 
their ancestors : their claims are rather the daims >of 
humanity than of justice: their situation is diversir 
lied by an acknowledged scale of services to be ren;^ 
dered: their servitude is in some measure political as 
well as personal, and varies with the varying legis** 
lation of the country. As they ^ooerge from ihm 
hard lot, they axe imperceptibly absorbed into the 
social mass ; and no brand remains upon them^ .to ie«> 
mind them of their former degradation, and. rivet .the 
chains of their former associates. While in a state 
of vassalage they are hnman.beings^ not jnei^e catQe^ 
in the eye of the law : enumerated as ^^ soids", not as 
fractions of men: every one an integral^ not threes 
fifths of an unit. The American slave,^on the other 
hand, presents a picture the very reverse of the one 
)ust described. He possesses not one solitaiy^^ in- 
cident" on:Wlrich the superstructure of free action 
can be legally erected. He bears to his owner the 
relation of unqualifieil, unlimited submission. AH 
that liis friends demand for him.at present is, that he 
should be to his master what the laborer is to the 
employer in every free country. His condition is 
not the result of that natural development which 
civil society has undergone : everywhere but has 
aiisen from the forced union of barbarism and civiliz^ 
ation, — the result of that power whdch unprincipled 
knowledge has obtained over helpless ignorance, by 
subjecting the physical force of one racetothesSva^ 
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rice of another more enlightened. All that is re- 
quired is, that these unfortunate beings may be 
allowed to employ their own limbs for the promotion 
of their own happiness ; that they may be as free to 
Sfoll their labor, as their owner is to use it without 
paying for it ; and that wages may take place of the 
whip. No more is wanted than the application of 
that principle which stimulates industry by connect- 
ing it with profit; and which may be seen in full 
operation, wherever those who have been used t» 
work "by the day" undertake to work " by the 
piece". Let but the slave-owner give signs of the 
wiU, and the slave-legislature will find the way, to 
emancipate the bond from his wrongs, and the mas- 
ter from his fears. The matter would easily be 
settled, if the oppressor were as ready to grant free- 
dom as the oppressed to»receive it; for as a French 
writer. (M. de Passemans) says of the Russian serfs, 
*^ Un peuple est toujours mur pour la liberte; maia 
les hommes <^ui oppriment le peuple, ne sont pas 
toujours murs pour la justice et rhumanit6." 

r had another opportunity, while at Philadelphia, of 
ascertaining the true state .of Liberia. From Mr. Tem- 
ple, who had been sent thither as a missionary by the 
western Presbyterian board of Pittsburg, I received 
ODraccountttbat fully. confirmed what Jones had told 
me. He had resided there four or five months, and had 
not long been returned when I saw him. His health 
bad sufiered so much from the effects of the climate. 
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that he ^as compelled to quit the colony. Of six- 
others, who went out with him, all died, in addition 
to two of the Methodist and Piresbyterian persuasion- 
who had arrived previously. In fact, all the mission- 
aries, who had gone from the United States to that- 
part of Africa, had died, with the exception of one 
who was then on his way home. The conduct of 
those colonists who were employed in the interior aa' 
religious teachers was highly blameable. They bad- 
all become traders, and were carrying on a traffic,' 
the profits of which were at the expense both of the 
natives and the settlers. They supplied the one 
with ^oods at their own prices, as they had obtained 
them firom the other, by imposing upon their igno- 
rance. The whole settlement was one mass of' 
chicanery and corruption, extending even to the 
aborigines, as far as they had the means of retaliating 
on the strangers, or of practising the same fi:aud8 on 
one another. 

Temple drew the same picture as Jones, of the 
idleness that had neglected agriculture, and trans-- 
ferred all the hard work of the colony to the natives. 
Two thirds of the inhabitants at Monrovia were in a 
state of starvation ; no statistical return was made of 
deaths to the local authorities ; and the decent per- 
formance of fimeral rights was often denied. With 
the exception of eight or ten recaptured slaves, no 
conversions had been ejQTected among the native 
tribes. Temple, though he had suffered so much 
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from the climate, and was fully resolved to have no 
kind of connexion with the colony, was willing, he 
said, to go as a missionary into the interior. The 
Colonization Society, to whom he had communicated 
his wishes, had taken no public notice of his offer. 
They were highly offended with him for having 
given, in his letters from Liberia, such a discourag- 
ing representation of what he had witnessed. They 
urged him to contradict it by the publication of a 
more &Lvorable statement, alleging as a reason, for 
the request and a motive for compliance, that their, 
fimds were exhausted, and little hope of a further 
supply remained, tiU the distrust in the pubUc mind 
was removed. Every artifice that cimning. could 
suggest — every inducement that might be likel^ to 
work on a timid or a mercenary disposition, was used 
U, »Ji« to in U.ei. ca»». ^.^gb .on, do™by 
illness, and exposed to all the obloquy which hatred 
of color can inflict, he firmly refused to participate 
in the guilt of deceiving his fellow countrymen, in a 
matter involving their health, their comfort, and 
their lives. 

His description of the emigrants, who went out 
with him, was truly distressing. Some of them 
were in a complete state of destitution — without, a 
blftuket to lie on, or a change of clothes. They had 
left many things behind, having been assured that 
they would get every thing they might want during 
the passage, and on. their arrival. There was one 
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woman without her husband, and a little girl trbo 
bad neither parents, nor relatives^ nor ftiends to tBike 
care of her. On his return, the scene he witnessed^ 
was heart-rending : the colonists imploring the cap- 
tain on their knees to take them with him. Though 
he wanted hands, he was not permitted to give tifem 
a passage. A passport was necessary; the Governor 
was applied to : but he refused one on various pvs^ 
tences, and at last concealed himself to escape im^* 
portunity. Such is -the condition of thiS'^^flourishing> 
settlement" — grass growing in the streets of Monro* 
via— vermin destrojong- the vegetation—the settleffr 
dying and dei^onding — ^unprotected from foreign- 
vessels that intercept their trade with the native 
tribes — a prey to every sort of abuse, without a po»* 
sibility of removing the impressions whicb^ the sop* 
pression of facts and the fabrications of &lsehoods? 
have produced at home :— a colony without'a mother*- 
country — a horde of semi-oivilized: helpless beings^ 
without an acknowledged govermfent— a mere band 
of buocaniers, with no regular commii^on to make 
peace or waV with the nations around, and withoat 
any security against the vengeance or justice of 
barbarous or civilized communities — a set of in- 
truders- on a foreign soil, living under the hybrid and 
.«,^o„B nde of. p»^pU..bx«pie Li«y. » 
conjunction with a hjrpocritical congress of States^ 
which distrusts the power it grants and doubts its owdr 
privileges*-liable to be exterminatediby the savagei» 
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in die neighborhood) or to be dispen^ by the first 
maxitime power of any part of the globe, that may 
taE in . question* the title-deeds of its possessions, 
and the charter of its political incorporation. 

While the rival societies were carrying on their 
literary warfare with all the zeal and energy that the 
^Lce of the cause conld inspire, Z mob at 
New York took up the cudgels in good earnest on 
one side, and gave convincmg proofs that the Mends 
of the Colonization Society are not always the 
£d«ads. of those whose welfare it professes to pro-* 
mote. They attacked the churches and houses of 
the colored people, and demolished both to an extent 
of dapiage, which, accordmg to the lowest estimate, 
Gcadd not be repaired for less ithan 20,000 dollars. 
Many of these unfortunate people, who were after-" ^ 
jRrairds acknowledged, even by their enemies, to have 
hmn as patient during' these outrages as they had 
bccoi- inoffensive before their infliction, were cam* 
petted to remove their families and furniture, and 
MekTrefiige in flight. Eor three days the city was 
completely, at the mercy of these marauders, who 
were each day becoming more formidable by 
their numbers, and the audacity which the con* 
nivanee, if ;not the co-operation, of the more opulent j 
classes, had instilled into their, minds* 

Ajccording to the Courier and Enquirer, there 
wore not above ten or a dozen men and twenty or 
thirty boys, that committed. all.the mischief. ^^ It is 
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true/' adds this firebrand, ^^ that, whilst the acts of 
the mob went to shew an abhorrence of the conduct 
and doctrines of the immediate abolitionists, they 
were encouraged by the general voice of those, pre- 
sent; but the majority, and, indeed, ahnost all of 
these were of too respectable a character, to take 
part themselves in any act of violence." The three 
days, during which Bristol was. given up to fire and 
plunder, do not reflect more disgrace on the authori- 
ties of that place, than the same period of time 
which the magistrates of New York permitted to 
elapse, while their fellow citizens were suffering in 
their persons and property for no offence political or 
religious. There was no excuse for the outrages 
that would not havexiivolved the apologist in greater 
criminality than the perpetrator. The only crime 
imputed was an excess of charity and liberty, beyond 
what a superstitious tyrannical people had been ac- 
customed to ; and the only motive for violence \i(aB 
the dread of an event, which had been passing before 
their eyes to a much greater extent, and with more 
disgustmg accompaniments, than the doctrines im- 
puted to their opponents could by any possibility 
bring about. With all this the chief sufferers were 
the innocent; and vengeance fell upon those who 
had done nothing to excite it. ^ 

A silly cry of " amalgamation " had exasperated 
the public mind ; and so completely obstructed the 
perception of truth, that it was believed, not only 
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that the abolitionists wished the two races to min- 
gle their abhorrent and abhorred embraces, but 
that the instrument of their unhallowed project, was 
to be the adoption of measures which would neces- 
sarily set limits to the dreaded evil, by raising both 
master and slave from the vices of their condition ; 
while they would rescue the one from violence and 
the other from a brutal and factitious passion. Never 
was any nation exhibited in a more cotitemptible 
light ! Never did pride, and prejudice, and pre- 
sumption gain more thorough mastery over the heart 
and the intellect. It makes one blush for the inhu- 
manity and folly of mankind. We are lost in as- 
tonishment to see how little influence either religion 
or philosophy is able to exercise over men who 
boast of their attainments in both ! How slow is 
the progress of truth even among the most favored 
people! We look back to the kindred superstitions 
of past ages, and we can scarcely believe that civil- 
ization could ever have overcome such obstacles 
to its advancement. 

While these disgraceful scenes were going on, the 
daily press was adding Aiel to the flame it had 
tareated. The Times of New York said, '^The 
spirit which pervaded the throng had been 
aroused into action by along and aggravating course 
of reckless proceedings, contrary to the first princi- 
pies of public justice." — " In our judgment," said 
the Albany Argus, ^Uhe abolitionists, by their mad 
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measmesand inBane obstinacy, ai« endangering fbe 
peace and safety of the country. In<this riew, we 
iBgret that the laws have not armed the executive 
with authority to banish them from the country, 
iqyon the same principle that dogs are muzzled in 
hot weather, and foreign royagers compelled to un- 
dergo ■quarantine.*' 

The New Yoric American, the editor of >«^hich 
acknowledged to Lewis Tappan that the abolition 
cause was a just ' one, thus expressed liimseV/— 
** They (the rioters) did, indeed, in their proceedings 
fid; the Chatham Chapel, shew that they were ae* 
tuated by a spirit which one cannot help admiring ; 
and their conduct, considering all the circumstanees, 
would be contemplated with more pride than blame 
by their fellow citizens : but this spirit, so admirable^ 
is a most delicate spirit to deal with; and the con* 
duct, so laudable in one instance, most dangerous 
as a precedent.'' A whole book might be filled wifh 
similar quotations from the journals of the day. * 

When at last an eflTort was made to save the city 
from pillage and conflagration, the mayor thought 
fit 'to act the partisan as weU as the magistrate ; end 
to rebuke the philanthropists while he denounced 
the incendiaries. In the first proclamation issued 
by this equitable fimotionary of the first city in ibe 
Union, the good people under -his care and control 
were told, that, " however repugnant to the good 
s«Bse of the community are the doctrines and mea* 
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fiiues of a few miftguided individuals, on the sulgeat 
which ;has led to the existing excitement of the 
piihlic mind, their conduct affords no ju&iifioatioai 
for popular commotion. The laws are sufficient to 
jre&train whatever is subversive of public morals, and 
to prevent all violation of .public decorum. On 
^hem alone must the citizen rely; and misjudging 
and. imprudent, men, as well as the most temperate 
.and .discreet^ must be protected in their undoubted 
light of persons and property." In his second pro*- 
idamation he said : ^^ I caution, in the most ftiendlj 
^rit, all those who, to resent an offensive difference 
of lOpinion, have allowed themselves to usurp the 
jQiUthonty of the laws, against inciting or abetting 
further commotion." This was the ^ pulverisexigui 
jactvs " of Cornelius W. Lawrence, Mayor of New 
York! 

Many estimable and harmless blacks were motst 
laruelly >beaten during these disturbances, by men 
^^diaimake it a matter of boast that they have got'rid 
of : slavery themselves, and yet are incensed against 
Ihose who wnuld have the Southern States follow 
iheir example : men who vent their anger againat 
Jhe mere accident of an accident,^-'a participation in 
ihe color of an oppressed Tace. What was the per- 
secution of the Salem witches^, of the Jews, of the 
Brotestants, compared to this, indiscriminate hatred 
of a people, whom no peculiarify, religious, intellect 
iual or political, has separated from their savage tort 
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mentors? To call any conntry/ where such abomi- 
nations are perpetrated, encouraged, and defended, as 
far as commendation openly bestowed on the spirit 
from which they sprang, can encourage and defend 
them, — to call such a country free or enlightened, is 
an insult to the common sense of mankind. 

The rioters, not contented with destroying the 
furniture of Lewis Tappan's house, threat^ied to dip 
his brother Arthur and Dr. Cox in indelible ink. It 
was generally believed that they had prepared a tub 
for the purpose, — a method of curing the abolition 
mania highly applauded by all, who thought the 
disorder required a strong remedy,— on the Homseo* 
pathic principle — ^^ Take a hair of the animal that 
has bitten you**. This is " going the whole hog" 
with a vengeance ! 

Among those who lost their little all on this me^ 
lancholy occasion, were two colored females, who 
lived together ; one of them the widowed mother of 
a young man of the name of Smith, who has distin- 
guished himself at Glasgow by his literary acquize- 
ments and exemplary conduct; having won one 
prize, and contended for another, if not for more, and 
being highly respected by every one who knows him. 

When the mayor ordered the rioters to disperse^ 
they shouted out, " Three cheers for James Watson 
Webb, of the Courier ! " The Board of Managers of 
the Colonization Society of New York published cer- 
tain resolutions disapproving of these tumultuous 
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auasemblages, which they declared " were held with- 
out any previous knowledge on their part." Dis- 
avowal does not always exonerate. " Qui s'excuse 
s'accuse". The objects of the Society had been fa- 
vored with the formal approbation of these disowned 
coadjutors in the " good cause". The daily paper:? 
umounced to the public the intention of the Anti- 
slavery Society to meet, and pointed out the time 
and place, though no such intention existed as to 
^ther. The Conner and Enquirer is the organ of 
the planters, who know fiill well what string to touch, 
when they would rouse the great "leviathan'*. 
** Amalgamation" is the cry in the North ; and " the 
tights of property" in the South, Each is admirably 
adapted to its purpose ; while neither would succeed 
out of its appropriate sphere. The slave-owners 
must laugh in their sleeves, to see how easily their 
dupes are led to do their bidding, whether on the 
floor of congress or in the streets of New York. 

" Admit Missouri as she is into the Union", says 
the slave-breeder, who is looking out for a new mar- 
ket, to the .manufacturer, ^^and you shall have the 
tariff." " Mob and muzzle the fanatics", says the 
dave-owner, surrounded by his tawney brats, to the 
sensitive Caticasian of the North, " or your women 
will undergo the fate of the Sabines, and darkness 
will cover the land." The appeal succeeds in both 
cases, and the national welfare is sacrificed to mean 
avarice and meaner pride. Plectuntur Achivi! — 
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^* Uncle Sam'' pays for all. He struts and 
while he is paying a double price for the coat ]ie 
wears, and is laughed at by the whole, world for the 
care he takes of his skin. 

It is supposed that 20,000 persons had collected 
together, in various parts of the city, for the pur- 
poses of mischief and plunder. Of the riot^s, IJ^ 
were committed to prison for want of bail. Three 
were subsequently condemned to one year's impri- 
sonment, with hard labor ; and &ve to six months*, 
in the penitentiary. 

" We trust", said the Courier, " the immediate 
abolitionists and amalgamators will see, in the pro- 
ceedings of the last few days, sufficient proof that 
the people of New York have determined to prereni 
the propagation among them of their wicked and ab- 
surd doctrines, — much less to permit the practice of 
them. If we have been instrumental in producing 
this desirable state of public feeling, we take pride 
in it." Singular state of public feeling, that is 
" much less determined" to *^ permit the practice '*, 
than to " prevent the propagation", of certain doc- 
trines ! That there should be any determination to 
permit what was never contemplated, is as remaik*' 
able as Ae resolution to stifle opinions that were 
never taught. Such are the instigators of an insane 
populace. 

** They praise, and they admire, they know not what. 
And know not whom — ^but as one leads the other." 
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When order and ti^anquillitj were xestcMsed hj the 
fgemkc^ of &e military, so little were tbe inhabi|;^ 
pate liispoaed to investigate the cause, or prevent 
liie reeuixence, of the daziger from which they had 
jttst^eficaped, that they threw the whole blame upon 
Ibe Anti^slavery Society, rather than confess that it 
CHi^aiated in the wish they felt to answer argument 
by &rce. They urged their opponents to rec^mt 
their himianity, instead of repenting and refonmng 
tfamnselve^. What took place afterwards reflected 
more dishonor on the nation than all the violence 
vhich had marked the exploits of the memorable 
three days. Charges we^e laid against the leading 
members of Ihe emancipation party, that never would 
have been thought of by men of ordinary candor, 
And eould not have gained credence with any one 
not prepared to believe the most preposterous accu- 
sations. What motives could the Tappans, or Dr. 
Cox, have had for increasing the number of mulat- 
toes in the United States ? Was it likely that Arthur 
T^-ppan, a man remarkable for his piety and benevo- 
lence, had resolved to marry his daughter, against ' 
her consent, to a negro ; or, that Dr. Cox, .when he 
«aid in the pidpit, that we could not be certain what 
ware the form and color of that body in which the 
liOrd of life appeared on earth, meant more than 
that the distinction of caste had no existencis in the 
divine mind ? 

Yet it wa« imputed and believed that these men 

g2 



^.v 



124 TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES, {CHAP. XXVII. 

had entered into a conspiracy against the human 
species, by promoting marriage between the blacks 
and whites ! The intention was taken for granted, 
and condemned as a crime ! The population of a 
vast city arose in their might and majesty, to protest 
against a scheme so wicked and unnatural ! and the 
accused, in deference to this monster of folly, entered 
a public disclaimer of the unpopular proposition ! 
The advocates of slavery, under which the two races 
are fast blending their distinctive colors, proclaim 
their abhorrence of an intermixture which they are 
striving to perpetuate ; while the friends of freedom 
think fit to disavow a project which the mea'^ 
sures they recommend are the least calculated to 
promote ! 

The disgusting and indecent discussions with which 
New York is agitated and inflamed, are extended to 
the remotest comers of the Union ; and the peace of 
a whole community is disturbed, because the earthly 
tabernacles of our immortal souls have not been cast 
in the same mould, and covered with the same clay ! 
Even the Church steps forward to support the State' 
in this emergency ; and religion is called in to heal 
the wounds she ought to have prevented. Bishop 
Onderdonk invites Peter Williams, whose church 
had been damaged in the late shock, to come out 
from the evil thing ; and Peter Williams, in obedi* 
ence to the injunctions of his diocesan, disconnects 
himself from the managing committee of the Anti- 
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slavery Society, and places himself, by his modera- 
tion and Christian feeling, far above the authors and 
abettors of the outrage which had separated him 
from his congregation. Whether the Bishop ex^ 
ceeded the limits of his spiritual authority on this 
occasion, remains for future discussion : but he cer- ' 
tainly had no right to mutilate the letter of his sub- 
ordinate ; and, by omitting some of the most import- 
ant passages, make the writer appear in a character 
the very reverse of that which he had assumed. He 
had no right to place an amiable, but timid man, 
in such a position that he could not vindicate his 
character without ojQTending either the church of 
which he is a minister, or the congregation of which 
he is the pastor. The result has been, that he has 
sacrificed his personal feelings to what he considers 
the welfare of his flock ; and is now abused by his 
former friends, because the Episcopalians are too 
strong or too cunning for him. 

I was astonished that the young women would not 
see, if they could not feel, the indelicacy of discuss- 
ing the subject of " amalgamation." To found 
objections to the matrimonial union on physical, 
not on moral grounds, betrays an impurity of ideas 
which could never gain admittance into a well- 
regulated mind. Swift says, "the nicest people 
have the nastiest ideas;" and what I witnessed in 
America bears out his assertion. The same people, 
who scrupulously avoid the use of certain innocent 
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wcnrd^y becans^ thej are sontietlBttSB opplted m mt 
indecent way^ Were ialkhig, £taai Bfoming to fiighti 
tbdat the sexud passkm, with a tehemen^ ixf 
iBOBiiier, and in a tokie of eiuni^stness, utterly ttb<^ 
hottent from the ^n^ttUy f eeeired nofionii ^ pr^* 
priety. 

I had alwfl(]^8 thouf^t that th^te wai^ i^oiftetfaitig 
digpdfied and decorous about marriage^— sotidiethilSg 
in the interconrse between the sexes, to taiM it 
akove the grorelliiig appetite of the brute creationy^^' 
some little admixture of mental and moral qualitiM) 
to charm the imagination, and give play to oar k>t4 
of the gentle virtues ^-^but, £rom all I could maikA 
out of the innumerable debates I heard on the wtb* 
ject, it appeared to be almost an universal Ueihig^ 
that the whole matter was to be decided upoa by 
physical considerations alone ; that the sole aveilM 
to the heart was through the eye, as it rested on ibA 
skin ; that the circle, withiit which the taste and i£b§ 
Idftections were suffered to tange^ was circumsdribed 
by boundaries, itota which it is exempt wb^ fl|>* 
plied to other objects in all their diversified fofUS 
and colors ; and that, in shorty the whole afiiur wm 
purely sensual, in its most disgusting and degtadillg 
ll^ossn^s. This may^ for aught I know, be v«y 
ttne ; but the opposite errot is at least oomplitn^at'' 
ary to our nature, and may elevate where it £uls to 
enlighten. 

What are we to think of a cotmtry, where ooMa*- 



bifiage is considered less eriimiia] tliao marriage ; and 
where a preacher of the gospel can declare publiisfy: , 
tibat neither the victim nor the offspring of an iUieiit 
wtercouri^ shall ever be protected agamst injvstiee 
and want by the civil power, or rescued from d^ao^ 
ralization by the sanction of religious rites ? ^' The 
&€t*', says Dr. Reese, of Nevr York, in a pamphlet 
on this subject, — ^^ The fact, that no white penw& 
would consent to marry a negro, without having pre*- 
riously forfeited all character with the whites ; and 
Ihat ev&n profligate sexual intercourse between the 
racea everywhere meets with the execration of the 
respectable and virtuous among the whites, as the 
lAOatt despicable form of licentiousness, is of itself 
inr^fragable proof that equality in any respect, in this 
country, is neither practicable nor desirable.^' He 
goes on to say, ^ Amalgamation may and does exist 
among the most degraded of the species : but Ame^ 
ricans" — (in the name of the Prophet !)— " will never 
yidd the sanction of law and religion to an equality 
so incongruous and unnaturaL" 

The reverend author, it may be observed, asserts, in 
the one place, that equality cannot exist, because the 
Americans will not sanction it ; and, in the other, that 
the Americans will not sanction it, although it does 
exist The holy man turns away his&ce from an ^^ in* 
congruous*' equality, because it is *^ impracticable '\ 
Silly as the objection to abolition is, from its sup- 
posed tendency to amalgamation, one feels at a loss 
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how to answer it properly: fot whether, as an abo- 
litionist, you profess to prevent, or promote an in- 
termixture, you give up the yery principle for which 
you are contending ; and admit the inequality, while 
you deny its existence. Why, indeed, should you 
trouble yourself about the matter ? Indifference is 
the natural state of mind in contemplating a contin- 
gency in which you can have no interest, and ought 
to have no influence. 

In the Philadelphia Directory, the names of the 
colored inhabitants have a cross prefixed to them. 
In the Boston Guide you may hunt a long time for 
them in vain : they are placed at the end of the book 
by themselves. • No place is too high or too low to 
shelter them from insult. If the European blood 
were really purer than the African, there ought to be 
a graduated scale of dishonor corresponding to the 
degrees of intermixture, and apportioning to every 
tint, whether full or fading, its appropriate place in 
public estimation. Such is, or was, the rule in other 
countries, where human rights were invaded or cur- 
tailed. But here the low-minded, vulgar pride of 
the whites defeats its own object, and tumbles into 
the ludicrous by leaping at the subUme. How can 
one fluid be superior in quality to another, when the 
smallest quantity of the latter can totally destroy its 
virtues? If Folly ever took counsel of Common 
Sense, she would not give such an advantage to her 
adversary. She would tremble for herself, when she 
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saw every feather, plucked from her cap, turned 
against her, shorn of its beauty, and disfigured by 
the very thing she abominates. 
. It appears, by an act of the Maryland legislature, 
passed in 1663, that there was less sensitiveness on 
this point formerly than at present. The second 
flfection says, " Forasmuch as divers free-bom Eng- 
lish women, forgetftil of their free condition, and to 
the disgrace of our nation, do intermarry with negro 
slaves ; by which also divers suits may arise, touch- 
ing the issue of such women, and a great damage 
doth befall the master of such negroes ; for preserv- 
ation whereof, &c., be it enacted, that whatsoever 
free-bom woman shall intermarry with any slave, 
from and after the last day of this present assembly, 
shall serve the master of such slave during the life 
of her husband ; and that all the issue of such free- 
bom women so married shall be slaves, as their fa- 
thers were." The planters took advantage of this 
law, to compel those white women they had bought 
as redemptioners to maiTy their slaves, for the pur- 
pose of adding the wives and the children to their 
live-stock. 

Among the numerous colored citizens, whose re- 
spectability is " the glory and the shame" of Phila- 
delphia, is one who is well known throughout the 
Union for the wealth he possesses, and the probity 
i^nd urbanity which mark his character, in public 
and private life. The history of James Forten, such 

g3 
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hA I had it fh>m hh own lij^^, Whil^ Sitting iit Mi 
hospitable boaM^ is ilotnewhat rematkable^ H^ iH 
descended from a family thdt has resided iii FttA* 
sylrania 170 yeari^; and does liot^ as fat as h^ lias 
been able to ascertain, number oiie slare amoil^ ibl 
Iftembers. fie himself took cm active part ih th# 
rerrolutionary war, and fell into the hands of tbd 
Memy^ While serving in the Hoyal Louis, tliid^lr fh^ 
£9i{her of the celebrated Decatur. It was in 1780 
that thid vessel WaS captured by the Amphioit, cotii-^ 
ttlanded by Sir Jbhn Beafiiley. Sir John's son, Whb 
was then a midshipman, about the same age with 
yoUng Forten, was 6tie day playing at marbled OH 
the deck, when the lattfet, Who had been employed Vb 
pick them up, exhibited isuch superior Skill, aftet 
the game was over, in " knuckling down" and hitting 
the object aimed at, that the yoUhg Englishman WftS 
delighted with him* The acquaintance soon ripped 
into a sort of intimacy; and his generous friend of- 
fered, if he would accompany him to Englahd, tb 
prbVide for his education, and assist him in pmcuting 
some respectable occupation* The young AMto- 
American, however, preferred serving his ootintty^ 
small as the chance was that he wouM ever recover 
his liberty, to the brilliant career thus placed befoi« 
him ; and be was ultimately transferred to the pris6ti- 
6hip, the old Jersey, of sixty-four guns, then lying 
in the East river, where the New York navy -yard 
now is* Sir J<>h)a's son was So affected at paHing^ 
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that he shed tears; and having obtained from his 
filths a protection for him against enlistment, saved 
him from the wretched fate which befell many of his 
brethren, who were carried by their captors to the 
West Indies, and sold there as slaves. He remained 
in confinement seven months, till he was sent home 
in exchange. Dming the period of his detention, no 
less than 3500 prisoners fell victims to an epidemic^ 
which the crowded state of the vessel occasioned. 
The average number on board was 1500. When the 
war was over, Forten went to London, where he re- 
gained a year ; and, on his return to his native land, 
obtained employment in the sail-loft which is now 
his own property, and which has witnessed his in- 
dustry and enterprise for upwards of forty -six years. 
In his business, as a sail-maker, he is generally con- 
sidered to stand above competition. 

No citizen ought to be more honored in his own 
country than James Forten, if to be instrumental in 
saving human life give a title to respect. No less 
than twelve fellow creatures owe their existence to 
him ; for that is the number of persons he has saved 
with his own hands from drowning— I believe they 
were all whites. That circumstance, however, would 
have had no influence upon his humanity. His 
work-shop being on the banks of the river, he has 
frequent opportimity of exercising his philanthropy 
at the risk of his life. There was hanging up in his 
sitting-room, in a gilt frame, an honorable testimony 
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to his successful efforts in rescuing fouir nien from & 
watery grave. This heir-loom, for which he would 
not take a thousand dollars^ was presented to him, in 
1821, by the Humane Society of Philadelphia^ It 
consists of an engraving, in which is represented the 
rescue of a female from the waves, and a written 
attestation, signed by the President and Secretary, 
with the dates of the cases, which the Society thus 
thought deserving of its " honorary certificate.'' 

Mr. Forten, while I was in the city, gave a strong 
proof of his disregard for sel&interestj in a case 
where the happiness of his fellow-man was concerned. 
He refused a commission to supply a ship in the 
harbour with sails, because it had been employed m 
the slave-trade, and was likely to be engaged again 
in the same abominable traffic. He is now a wealthy 
man ; and has given his family, consisting of eight 
children, an excellent education, adapted to the 
fortunes they will one day have, and (I hope I may 
add) to the station they will one day fill : — for the 
time cannot be distant, when virtues and accom- 
plishments, that would be respected in every other 
part of the world, wiD raise their possessors in 
America above the insults and vexations of ,the 
Pariah State. 

I was anxious to lsee the water-works at Fair 
Mount, of which I had heard so much ; and my 
visit was productive of great pleasure to me from the 
beautiful scenery, in the midst of which they are 
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placed, and the ingenuity displayed in supplying a 
populous city with the means of providing for its 
health, its cleanliness, and its security against fireJ 
The Schuylkill, on the banks of which the buildings 
are placed, is raised twelve feet at low tide above its 
natural level by means of a dam ; and the power 
thus obtained, acting on a series of wheels, puts 
into motion a corresponding number of double hori- 
zontal forcing pumps, and throws up into two basins 
,that are elevated ninety-six feet above the river, 
more than a sufficient quantity of water to meet any 
demand that may be made upon it by the popula- 
tion of the city below. There are at present five 
pumps of sixteen and a half inches diameter each ; 
and another is about to be laid down. Each throws 
up 1000 gallons of water in a minute ; and all are ik 
operation except at high tide, when a cessation, 
averaging two hours, takes place* 

Nothing can surpass this contrivance in beautiful 
simplicity of principle. The waters of the Schuyl- 
, kill, in seeking, through the pipes Jfrom the reservoir, 
the level to which they have raised themselves by 
their own weight, find theii* way into every house, 
. that chooses to pay for the accommodation. During 
the summer about four and a half millions of gallons 
are used by the city in the course of twenty-four 
hours. The pipes, already laid down, exclusive of 
'the collateral branches introduced for private pur- 
poses, are eighty-three miles in extent* Every fa- 
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malj pajs fire drilors yetAy for tbe sni^ly itt 
domestic wants may reqinre, and three for the addi* 
tional pririlege of a bath. The net annual rerenue 
derired from the water rents exceeds 30,000 dollars. 
The cost of these admiraUe and usefid wcHrks, which 
hare been in operation abont twelve years, was, te 
1830, 432,513 dollars; which sum, added to the 
previous expenditure occasioned by the steam en* 
gines and apparatus b^Mre employed, amounted to 
ly443,585 doUars. It is supposed that the Catpofhh 
tion, under whose control it is, wiU in a short tame 
dmve firom the establishment a revenue of 100,000 
doBars a year. Ghreat difficulties were experienced 
in carrying the plan suggested into effect, bom the 
opposition, which the fear of incurring an un{nx>fit- 
able expense, created against it in the public nund ; 
and the rescdutioh to complete the design waft 
carried, in Common CouncU, by a majority of one 
only. 

The various districts that enjoy their own cfaar^ 
ters, and are not incorporated with the city, refiised 
to contribute their share towards its completion, and 
are, in consequence, charged Ingher prices for the 
benefit they derive from it, than those who co- 
operated with their money, and have a diare m 
electing the officers entrusted with its management. 
The great utility of these works was seen during the 
oppressive heats of lost year. While twenty-five 
persons died in New York fi*om the effects of drink- 
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xttf cold water from the springs, there were but 
flifM ccuses of the same kind in Philadelphia, where 
the fltdd Wfl» at a higher temperature from its pre- 
ifetts eitpostire to the sun and air. 

Of the public institutions I visited at Philadelphia^ 
HKUM afforded me a higher -gratification than the hos- 
{Htal eiXkd the penitentiary ; — practical testimonies to 
A« deep interest felt by its inhabitants, in the mis-^ 
fbttunes and crimes of their fellow-men^ and to the 
st^eessfal exertions they have made in alleviating 
tile one, and reforming the other. 

iThe Pennsylvania hospital^ to which I was con- 
ducted by one of the physicians, (Dr. Parrish, jun.,) 
is a handsome building, presenting, with the wings 
Mid the principal edifice, a firont of 281 feet. The 
dWtt^ is appropriated to the female patients ; the 
WMtem wing to the insane ; and the eastern to the 
litM ; with the addition of a ward for surgical cases^ 
l%e ^spacious garden that surrounds it, with its vene- 
IMlble trees, its well-trimmed parterres, and its neat 
walks, gives an air of cheerfiilness and salubrity to 
the establishment, with which the cleanliness of the 
apartments within, and the well-contrived arrange- 
ments throughout, for light and ventilation, and the 
comfort of the inmates, folly correspond. Below is 
ft medical library; while the room opposite is occu- 
pied by a dispensary. The former is kept up, as it 
was originally endowed, by the fees which the stu- 
dents pay for the instruction they receive from the 
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physicians, who not only attend the institution gra- 
tuitously, but thus make their disinterested charity 
contribute to the improvement of their profession; — 
setting an example of liberality which is more likely 
to find admiters than imitators elsewhere. The esta^ 
blishment is under the care of a Board of Managers^ 
who are chosen annually by the contributors, and 
who are invested with the power of appointing the 
officers and servants^ With them also rests the 
election, annually^ of the medical and surgical at-* 
tendants, the number of each being three, as well as 
two for the lying-in department ; — a regulation that 
seems less liable to abuse, than where the governors 
have votes in proportion to their subscriptions, and 
where the success of a candidate for office depends 
more on his skill in canvassing than his professional 
quahfications. It is generally found that the respon:* 
sibility of an improper choice is in an inverse ratio 
to the number among whom it is shared ^ while those 
who are most likely to practise intrigue or corruption 
themselves, are least likely to overlook it in others. 

Of 983 patients admitted in 1833, 500 were fo* 
reigners. This proportion is nearly the same with 
that between the " pay" patients and the *^ poor" 
patients ; as, out of 31,641, (the total number ad* 
mitted from 1752, the year of its establishment, to 
1834,) 16,469 were maintained out of the funds of 
the hospital. 
. The first object of the institution is, the accommo* 
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dation of the poor. Those who can afford it -paj 
from three to six dollars a-week. The receipts from 
this source form part of the revenue of the establish- 
ment ; admittance to which, on these terms, must be 
dbtained under the guarantee of some respectable 
resident of the city. There were 235 patients in the 
house in April 1834. The number of insane was 
120, of both sexes. The treatment they receive is 
mild and conciliatory ; coercion being rarely used, 
and then with great precaution and prudence. They 
have a garden for recreation, but no ground for work. 
A room is set apart for manual labor; but it did not 
appear to afford occupation or diversion to many. I 
was informed by the attendant, that the proportion 
of insane among the society of Friends was supposed 
to be greater than in other sects. This peculiarity 
has been found, or said, to prevail in England, and 
has been attributed to the custom of confining matri- 
monial connexions within their own society. In 
the rules of discipline for the American Quakers, 
** Friends are advised to be very cautious in chang- 
ing their places of residence, it having been observed 
that the dissolving of old, and the forming of new, 
connexions, have, in many instances, been attended 
with effects prejudicial to a growth in the truth and 
service thereof, both in the heads and younger 
branches of families." He was of opinion, that in- 
temperance is not often the cause of mental aberra- 
tion. A contrary belief is generally entertained. 
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Tbe Scotch seefm to take it fof granted; for fhey Mil a 
dmnkard by the same name that the French besltfW 
npcm a madman. They say he is ^ fou''. 

There is one feature observable in almost ereiy 
ease of insanity^ that the patient is more irritated by 
the presence of a relative than by that of any ^cr 
persoh. Care is taken to limit or exclude the visits 
of such persons ; as experience has shewn that th^ 
disorder is usually e:8:asperated by ihem. Thld is 
easily accounted for^-^not by the migar notion, ibit 
the afi^tions ore influenced by the imagination, and 
the objects most beloved and trusted become tba 
most hated and suspected,-^but because the syitt* 
pathy which is sought for in the early stages, lis te^ 
fused by those who are expected to aflford it, and 
are most able to exercise it beneficially} beeanni 
the complaints of the patient are met with ridictdi 
or indifference : because the daily intercourse, that 
might soothe and solace, is employed to upbraid and 
atmoy: because the forbearance, which the rules of 
courtesy impose upon strangers, is litUe practised 
where habits of familiarity have blinded the pan^t 
or the brother to the symptoms of a disordered mind, 
or have rendered him insensible to ailments which 
impatience and despair are gradually converting into 
confirmed mania. The querulousness that acc6m« 
panics excess of suffering, deadens the sympathy of 
the spectator, who in his turn afiects incredulity, as 
an excuse for indifference, and thus adds to th* 



fitolte of pedn the bitter feeling of injufticd tfnd m^ 
kilidness* Hence^ perhaps, it is^ that dyqveptkM 
dften recovet when removed from home^ 

To leare his home in recomrnended to the bypo^ 
dtondriae by the very persons who send its iximates 
to Comfort him when he iitt in cotifinement. White 

I 

be is neihrous-^i. &. while he is but half insone^^be 
it to qoit his family and get rid of all the asi^oeifi^ 
ttonH that are comiected with it; and^ when lie is 
altogether deprived of reason^ he is to b€ reminded 
of them by the presence of those whose ignorance or 
inattention has been the chief caase of his irritation 
aftd wretchedness. If We took as much eare of our 
cbild]^n as of our dogs and horses, firetfuhiess would 
bo ascribed to the right cause, and the bodily health 
would be restored by the same hand that now con-^ 
Yerts indisposition into chronic disorder, and drives 
the patient, through the various stages of suspicion 
and resentment, into insanity. Who ever conversed 
with a dyspeptic that he did not perceive, in the 
aarrative of his griefs and grievances, the marks of 
alienated affection, and the bitter remembrance of 
unkindness, real or imaginary, received from hi^i 
fiunily? 

The popular prejudice against dissection is less 
pijevalent in Philadelphia than probably in any other 
eity in the Union. Subjects can easily be obtained 
far about eight dollars each, by means of the public 
instituticms^ from which the bodies of those who dia 
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unclaimed, may be had through a channel that is 
well understood by the parties interested, and need 
not be more particularly described. The surgical 
schools at New York and Boston are occasionally 
supplied from this quarter. But two cases of ex- 
humation have been publicly known for the last 
seven years ; and they were both the acts of profes- 
sional men, who were anxious to get possession of 
bodies that had been committed, to the grave from 
the effects of some peculiar disease. 

The Penitentiary at Cherry Hill I visited, in com- 
pany with two Canadians, who had been commis- 
sioned by the government of the Lower Province to 
inspect some of the prisons in the United States^ 
The arrangements of this establishment are made 
upon the most simple principles ; the corridors, into 
which the cells open, radiating, to the number of 
seven, from a common centre ; and the discipline to 
which their inmates are subjected, having unity oif 
design for its object. As each convict is to be com* 
pletely separated from the rest, sufficient room is 
allowed him both for work and exercise. The for- 
mer is considered as an indulgence^ the privation or 
suspension of which is imposed as a punishment for 
insubordination. As the county, however, by which 
the prisoner is sent to the penitentiary, is, in order 
to exclude idle or impotent persons, debited with his 
board at the rate of twenty cents per day, including 
all expenses, he must perform a proportionate quan- 
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tity of work, or be contented with a diet of bread 
(eight ounces per day) and water. 

Attached to every cell on the ground floor is a 
small yard, where exercise is allowed for one hour 
in the day; the summit of the pavilion in the centre 
enabling the warden, or any one of the keepers, to 
«ee that the indulgence is not abused. The rooms 
are well ventilated, and suppUed with water from the 
Fair Mount works, by means of pipes. Each is pro- 
vided with a bible and religious tracts. At stated 
times divine service is performed in such a manner, 
that it can be heard along the corridor through the 
open doors of the cells ; while a curtain that t^a- 
rerses the passage, prevents the convicts from seeing 
their opposite neighbors. Occasional~visits are also 
paid by ministers, as opportunity offers. 

As no remission of the sentence is granted for 
good behavior, no hope is entertained or encouraged 
of shortening the term of confinement by increased 
assiduity to work, or a display of devotion and re- 
formation. Time is given for reflection: but no 
bounty is offered to hypocrisy. 

If the duration of imprisonment were to depend 
upon conduct, the rule should be applied both ways. 
Confinement should be lengthened to the refractory, 
whose bad actions cannot have good motives, while it 
is shortened to the obedient whose good actions may 
have bad motives. Reformation should be suggested 
^oid rewarded by conscience alone. Both its purity 
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wd its permaneDoe win be affected by any iiidaee* 
ment or expectatioi^ from other sourees. Pro&ssiom 
of ap^ndment, like professions of faith, are leas to be 
relied on in pjroportioo to tbe worldly adFantaflpes 
they bring with them. ^^ I^ aaJiice vaut jnieiiz 4«e 
le poisson.*' 

Of all those who have completed their taim ei 
confineaient in this prison since the year 1B22, bvt 
three have been recomoutted for crime ; and <if Ibaae' 
two were old offenders, and were sent jto oAer 
establishments* A very fallajcious test, howjov^ is 
afforded by this fiict of the state of crime in acm- 
mnnity under the jurisdiction of independent gorefn* 
ments. There 9x^ al^gether 560 cells^ The whole, 
however, is not finished. There were several woA- 
men employed while we were there. The nmoher 
under confinement was 180. Three of the corridors 
have one story only-^the others have two ; and, as 
there is no yard attached to the cells above, they ajoa 
generally occupied by prisoners who have been aen^ 
tenced for short terms, or whose work ia light 
While there are so many spare cells, two ni^bt he 
allotted for each convict, who would thus be able to 
work in the one and sleep in the other, and ^ijoj ^ 
advantages which a change of objects a3 wdl aa Of 
air would thus afford. No injury, however, to health 
haa occurred to those in the upper story for want of 
a yard in the open air. 

Out of the whole number (averaging 124)9 but xam 
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defttti hftd occurred during the past year. Tli^fi 
Wftft not oxie in the uxfirmaiy at the time of our visit. 
The jue^n number of deaths in the city for ten yeaxs 
was, annually, one in 42.3^ according to Emerscoi's 
Medical Statistics. 

No chains, or whips, or armed guards are em-: \ 
ployed. It is on the mind alone that the discipline 
employed operates ; and its instruments are all those 
omsiderations which can be suggested by kindness, 
and may work on the conscience. The prisoner can 
«ee XH>tbing vindictiye in the sentence that condemns 
Imn, and nothing suspicious in the system that con- 
jgnQS him. Those who approach him, exhibit neither 
* fear nor secrecy. His confidence is gradually wop 
hf the sympathy expressed for him ; and the better 
pwt ^f his nature has room to develop itself — while 
tba indulgence of his evil propensities would carry 
its own punishment with it, without the possibility 
of inflicting pain or gratifying resentment. Two or 
threOy with whom I was left alone, assured me that 
they were well treated and contented ; that they had 
sufficient to eat, and were in good health ; and that 
they trusted the leisure they , had for repentance 
would conduce to their welfare both here and here- 
after- One of them said he should return to his former 
^pe of abode, where the crime he had committed 
was known? that the consciousness of being watched 
inight be an additional motive to good conduct As 
the offence was of a minor nature, he hoped he should 
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regain the good opinion of Ms neighbors, and wipe 
away the remembrance of his guilt by an honest and 
virtuous life. All of ihem attributed their miscon- 
duct to habits of drinking, which had led them into 
bad company ; where gambling — a vice that seems to 
be on the increase, accelerated their ruin. Intem- 
perance, they said, made a man indifferent to cha- 
racter. 

They spoke in the highest terms of Mr. Wood, 
the Warden, whose mild and kind manner had re- 
moved from their minds those angry feelings which 
had been engendered by a residence in other prisons, 
where mutual corruption is suffered to go on to a 
frightful extent. 

Mr. Wood sometimes sends meat to the sick con- 
victs from his own table. It is much to be feared 
that party intrigue, which has driven so many good 
men in this country from the public service, will not 
much longer permit these well-merited eulogies to 
be heard within the walls of the Cherry Hill peni- 
tentiary. 

As it is impossible for Hie prisoners to hold any 
kind of intercoinrse with one another, they are neither 
diverted from thoughts of repentance by the hope 
of conspiring together, nor deterred from honest in- 
dustry, on their release, by the fear of recognition. 
If this good effect alone resulted from the system 
pursued here, its superiority to the Auburn plan 
would be at once apparent. 



CHAP. XZVII.] BEPOBMATION DIS00URA6BD. 145 

- Amendment of life is no easy matter to a man, 
whose good resolutions are thwarted by the solicita- 
tions of his former associates in iniquity, and their 
threats to expose him as a ^^ jail-bird " if he refuses 
compliance. 

Much of the success that has attended the ^^ Phi- 
ladelphia system,*^ may be traced to this suppression 
of the name. The conyict feels, on his discharge, 
that he is imknown ; that the tie which boimd him 
to his fellow-man is not entirely broken by scorn or 
distrust : and that he may yet be a respectable and 
useful member of society. A contrary sentiment in 
the French convicts who are subject, when released 
from prison, to the surveillance of the police, has 
been productive of great evil. It is difficult for 
those, who have undergone the reformative process, 
according to the Auburn plan, to obtain employ- 
ment or escape the discouragements that await them. 
While it is deemed disgraceful to work or associate 
with a reformed criminal, the progress of social im- 
provement must be retarded. With desperate offend- 
ers, and an unforgiving world, how is crime to be 
arrested in its career ? Yet where is he who might 
not say with Boerhaave, — ^^ That man, who is going 
to his execution, is perhaps less guilty in the sight 
of God than I." 

At Singsing the chief object seems to be, to 
extract the greatest quantity of labor out of its 
uhfortimate inmates, and to swell the profits above 
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the expenditure. At Cherry-hill the physical exer- 
tions of the prisoner for the benefit of the com- 
munity are less attended to than his moral efforiM for 
his own. The good of the individual is the good of 
society ; but it may well be questioned whether the 
pecuniary interest of the latter may not be promoted 
at the expense of the former ; whether the list of 
criminals is not enlarged with the revenue derived 
from their compulsory labor. The cat-o'-nine-tails 
is an equivocal preventive of crime. The recollec- 
tion of its infliction, for transgressing an arbitajry 
rule, serves but as an incentive to a breach of moral 
duty. The enforcement of silence by stripes, pre- 
pares the mind for any delinquency that want or vice 
may whisper. The whipped convict returns to a 
scornful world with the scars of his dishonor on his 
person, and the determination to be avenged in his 
heart. He has lost all feeling of self-respect ; and 
his only security against crime is his dread of 
detection. 

At the Philadelphia penitentiary any inclination, 
after the first few days, to communicate with the 
occupants of the adjoining cells, is likely to be given 
up, except in very bad cases ; the discovery being 
soon made, that the interests of all are better pro- 
moted by concealment and privacy. At their dis- 
charge, the convicts receive four dollars each, to 
provide for their immediate wants. Their names axe 
unknown to the officers of the establishment ; as 
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they are designated in the register, on their entrance^ 
by numbers, which with the letter in(ficating the 
gallery, are placed over the dormitories. The manu- 
factm*es carried on in the prison are shoe-makiilg, 
iron-work, &c. The proceeds are not disposed of 
by contract, but are sold on the spot to any one 
who is disposed to purchase them ; the price being 
ifegnlated by the competition of the buyers, so as 
to be pretty much on a level with the market value. 
No complaint has been made on this head by the 
mechanics, as in the State of New York, where the 
ignorant prejudices of the working classes are likely 
to obstruct, if not to destroy, the operation of a 
system which depends for its success on the quan- 
tity of goods it sells. 

When the French Commissioners (Messrs. de Toc- 
queville and de Beaumont) visited this place, they told 
Mr. Wood, that they should have limited their in- 
quiries to the first inspection, had they not been 
permitted, and even solicited, to view the cells and 
converse alone with the convicts. Having been 
refused this indulgence at Singsing, they felt little 
anxiety to prosecute an investigation, which could 
have led to few practical results under similar 
restrictions. 

An attempt was once made to bribe the physician, 
by the father of one of the prisoners. He had been 
condeipned for forgery ; and a thousand dollars were 
offered for a certificate, declaring that his Ufe would 

h2 
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be endangered by the confinement. The fact became 
known on the refusal of the bribe. 

Admirable as this system appears to be, it may 
be doubted whether the principle, on which it is 
founded, would not require considerable modifica- 
tions, when applied to an old country; where the 
restraining influences of self-respect have been weak- 
ened by the habit, or the example, of receiving 
parish reUef ; where liberty, with potatoes and water, 
has less charms than incarceration with bread and 
meal ; ^^^ where total solitude and seclusion would 
be thought by many a relief firom sorrow and suf- 
fering. A different treatment must be adopted, ac- 
cording as the disease has been brought on by vice 
or by poverty: and the chances of a relapse must 
mainly depend upon the patient's constitution, and 
the atmosphere he breathes. 

I should have observed, that five days are found 
sufficient to reduce the most refractory to obedience, 
by the discipline generally employed. To active 
minds, solitary copfinement, without work, is found 
to be more irksome with light than without it. 

This institution is popular with the legislature, 
who are disposed to grant whatever may be required 
for its completion. 200,000 dollars were expended 
before a cell was made. Each of these cost 500, on 
an average, including water-pipes, &c. There wiD 
be sufficient accommodation for 586 convicts, when 
the whole is finished. There are ten acres within 
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the walls, and three outside, belonging to the esta- 
blishment. / 

It is supposed that the whole cost will be half a 
million of dollars. 

While I was at the penitentiary, one of the dis- 
charged convicts called to pay Mr. Wood part. of 
some money (five dollars) he had lent him, on his 
leaving the prison, three weeks previously. Another 
had borrowed ten dollars on a similar occasion ; and 
the warden had no doubt he would discharge the 
obligation, as soon as he could. He was gone to 
Cincinnati. I conversed alone with eight of the 
c(dored prisoners. The greater part had fallen into 
crime through want and ignorance. Two of them 
had taken no more than was necessary to satisfy the 
exigencies of the moment. One had been convicted 
of receiving goods, knowing them to have been 
stolen. His account was, that he had been requested 
by some strangers, to assist in carrying a bundle. 
He owned he had committed petty depredations 
occasionally; so that he was condemned, in all pro- 
bability, in consequence of his bad character. He 
seemed fully aware of this, and promised, without 
any canting professions, to amend his life. He was 
a mere boy, deprived of parental care — ^his mother 
being dead, and his father at a distance. Another 
had been sentenced to eight years' imprisonment for 
an offence, which any unprincipled woman might 
fasten, on any man. He declared his innocence, and 



160 TOUR IN THS UNITED STATES. [G0AP. XXVU. 

aseribed bis misfortune to a spirit of revenge in his 
master's wife, whose bad character he had exposed. 
If it was true, as he asserted, that his master owed 
him 150 dollars for work, a better reason might be 
fomid for the charge. It is hardly probable, how- 
Qver, thai; the jury would come, unbiassed by pre- 
judice, to the examination of a question, involying 
eonsiderations peculiarly odious to their feelings. 
Mr. Wood, who had known him from a boy, spoke 
y^ry ^Lvorably of his character. One young ^lan 
h^d been committed for cutting and stabbing, when 
detected in an attempt to steal. He seeiped an old 
offender, and a bad subject. One, an elderly man, 
had parsed a considerable part of his life in different 
gaols. He had, however, had '^ a call," and was sure 
he should be preserved in future from temptation. 
Though he stuttered very much, he had made up hia 
Qlind to turn preacher, on his discharge. He seemed 
to think the Lord would open his mouth. Whatever 
Hm amoimt of his own faith might be, the keepers 
h^d but little in his sincerity. Another of these 
coiivicts, who bad been a slave, declared that he had 
been so much insulted in the North, that he would 
rather return to his former condition, than again un* 
dergo so many mortifications. Another was a run* 
i^way slave, who had stolen a suit of clothes in the 
depth of winter, to supply the place of the worn- 
out garments he had on at the time. 
Such is the history of these cases, as they pre- 
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sented themselves indiscriminatelj to my inquiries. 
Most of them were, I believe, as they were narrated. 
One or two, the keeper, to whom I repeated what 
had been told me, declared to be falsely stated. In 
general, however, there was an air of candor an4 
sincerity about the men, that could not well have 
been assumed. At least it was unaccompanied with 
canting or professions. One of them corrected me 
when I said to him — " This, then, is your second 
offence.* "No, Sir!" was his reply— ** it is my 
third.*' The keepers spoke well of them. The co- 
lored prisoners, he told me, were generally quiet and 
well-behaved. From what I saw on this occasion^ 
I am led to believe that want of work, ignorance, 
and the difficulty of finding unprejudiced witnesaeB 
And juries, are the chief causes that have led so 
many of this unfortunate rao^ to the prisons ao4 
penitentiaries of the country. I would Bot dr«w 9 
basty oir 8weepii>g conclusion from the few isolated 
facts thus brought uiAier my notice : but I would 
submit it to the coDsideration of any candid man, 
whether it is just to ascribe any given circumstance 
to a physical peculiarity, when ti^ cHnamon motive, 
that actuate human beings are sufficient to accousvl 
for it. 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 

Infant Schools. — State of Education in Pennsylvania.— ^Alms- 
house. — Increase of Pauperism. — Institution for poor Children. 
— House of Refuge.— Hackney-coachmen and Barbers in 
Philadelphia.*— Quaker schism. — Elias Hicks. — Generous and 
affectionate Character of the Blacks. 

, The puUic schools in Philadelphia are nearly on 
the same plan with those at New York. At one of 
the establishments I visited, the in&nt school, which' 
is preparatory to the others, was on the ground 
floor; and the apartments, appropriated to the girls 
and to the boys, were in regular succession above. 
The average number of pupils in all was about 700. 
The salaries of the instructors are 800 dollars a year 
for the masters, and 400 for the female teachers, 
besides 200 a year for assistants to the latter. The 
infants were all neatly dressed, and appeared to take 
great pleasure in the exercises. 

They were asked a few questions in astronomy 
and in numbers ; a small planetary, to represent the 
solar syistem in action, and the usual arithmetical 
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board, being placed before them. They seemed to 
answer mechanically. When they are receiving 
instruction in natural history, or other subjects that 
can be illustrated by reference to familiar objects, 
their attention is directed to those facts that are 
suited to their tastes and capacities. Very little 
difficulty is experienced in preserving order and 
good temper among them. They belong to that 
class, who are too much occupied to spoil their 
children. Three days are generally sufficient for the 
mistress " her statutes to maintain " by taming the 
most rebellious who enter, and recommending 
obedience to the most refractory new comers. 

The teacher, who was a remarkably intelligent 
young woman, and devoted to the occupation she 
was engaged in, observed that she found the girls 
more quick and docile than the boys, during the 
early periods of life; whereas, when both had ar- 
rived at the age of fourteen or fifteen, there was a 
greater degree, she thought, of judgment and steadi- 
ness on the other side. 

The parents are so satisfied with the improvement 
their children derive fi^om these schools in disposition 
and intellect, that they are anxious they should 
attend regularly and properly dressed; while the 
little things themselves are never so happy as when 
they are surrounded by their school-fellows, imder 
the eye of their teacher and friend. Those who 
live at a distance bring their dinners with them, and 
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nothing like discord or diacontdnt is to be seen while 
Uiey are at their meala. I tooik particular notice of 
this, as I had seen a remarkable instance at Paris of 
the tractable disposition, to which children may b^ 
habituated in these establishments. All the pupiU 
of an infant school there yolunt^rily laid down what 
they had begun to eat^ and r^n to their places, to 
resume their exercises. It is here that the benevo^ 
lent affections may be cultivated, ai^id self-control 
acquired, when impressions aie most easily mad^ 
and most durable. It is here that the gratification 
of the intellectual appetite is felt by the young 9euq4 
to be above those pleasures in suppjyipg or pror 
mising which, the senses apd tho ps^ioiis degrade 
or delude. 

The system of infant schools is Qot so popular in 
the United States as it was at its introduction, and 
might be again, if more at.tention were paid to its 
original object. Intellectual cultivation has unfor- 
tunately been more thought of Uian the improvement 
of the disposition ; and the faculties of the mind are 
prematurely exercised, while those of the body are 
comparatively neglected. The Sunday School Upion 
seems to have mistaken both the means and the end of 
these institutions. ^^ In accordsmce" (it says in one 
of its reports,) ^^ with the resolution passed at the last 
meeting of the Society, particular attention has been 
paid to the preparation of manuals and forms of 
instruction for infant schools. The series of lessons 



wd lithographic prints in natural history has Wn 
continued ; and a volume of les&ons has boen pre- 
pared with great care for the instruction of vcsfjr 
young chUdren in the fundamental doctrines and 
duties of our holy religion. We know not that the 
attempt has ever before been made to state, such 
doctrines as the incamaticm and atonement of Christ ; 
the nature and evidences of regeneration; the re-* 
surrection of the body and the retributions of the 
world to come,-^in such language 9jt)d with ^ucb 
illustrations, as are intelligible to a child of fiv^ cor 
six years of age. It has been done, however^ in our 
^ first lessons on the groat principles q£ religion,; 
and with so much success, as to place teachers i)S 
infant schools, and classes, under great obligations to 
the author for her valuable servicer in tins behalf.*' 

A better understanding;^ however, ef the end these 
places are calculated to answer, seem^ to pirevsMl, 
A writer in the " American Annals of EducatioiaL" 
for Julyi^ 183.3, says: " Nevei: were^ the infant 
schools of this country in a better eon^tic^, than at 
this moment. They ms^, indeed, be fewer m 
number than formerly ; though we are not sura th«it 
even this is the fact, l^^t they 9X^ better organi^iedr^ 
their purposes bett^ understood-^the int^teet is 
cultivated less in pi^oportion, and the affections 
i»ore : — teachers are be<?oming better qualified— the 
•methods of instructing and educating are becoming 
less mechanical — and the school^oroom and it& in- 
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mates, in appearance and influences, are daily assmn* 
ing a stronger resemblance to the parlor and the 
domestic circle.^ 

It is to be hoped that these schools will become 
more general throughout the Union-— and, indeed, 
throughout the world: — for a more charming picture 
of human nature as it is, or a more promising pro- 
spect of what it may be, than they present, cannot 
diuy where be found. In Europe, the delight we 
receive in visiting them is unalloyed by the inter- 
mixture of painful reflections. In America, we are 
reminded of the base antipathies that have separated 
the two races. Were they to associate together in the 
early periods of life, no room would be left for those 
feelings of arrogance and contempt that now step in 
to divide them. What is now called natural repng* 
nance would be seen to be nothing but an artificial 
afiection of the mind produced by the conjunction of 
two ideas that have no necessary connexion. 
In the South, where children of both colors are 
brought up together, and the white in&nt is often 
suckled at a black breast, the link that unites the 
prejudice of the mind with the visible object, is 
supplied firom a difierent source. It is not the 
color, but the condition that qualifies the sentiment 
It is the idea of servitude, which inseparably ac- 
companies that of the complexion, and produces an 
abhorrence, not so much of the person, as of his 
occupation. There is something even honorable to 
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our nature in the feeling ; as it is associated with 
contempt for those who degrade it, by submitting to 
oppression. In the North it is unmixed absurdity 
and wickedness — gross and grovelling — with nothing 
generous to redeem it, and no misconception to 
excuse it*. 

Pennsylvania, though one of the wealthiest and 
most populous States in the Union, has done much 
less for the education of her people, than others that 
are inferior to her in both respects. The legislature 
has recently passed an act for supplying this defect 
in her policy. The Committee on education thus 
expressed themselves in their report on the subject 
/^Assuming the last census as a basis, we have 
637,849 children under the age of twenty ; between 
four and five hundred thousand of these are, by the 
constitution, placed under the guardianship of the 
legislature ; of which [of whom] by official returns 
made last year to the Secretary of the Common* 
wealth, only 17,462 are now receiving — and that 
nominally, perhaps — instruction gratis. Here then 
are 400,000 at least wholly without any kind of school- 

* In Martinique, a white man (Bardel) a year or two ago, 
sent a challenge to a colored man (Frott^) — an honor which 
we sometimes see refused in England to a candidate for a 
patrician death, though the distinction of rank in the one case 
is 80 much less than that of complexion in the other, that a 
plebeian eye cannot see the difference, and a generous mind 
would not make it. 
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ing ; yet we now oviiy begin to bear a iQurmur of 
discontent." " A citizen," they observe, " who 
pays a tax of a few cents only^ can go to the ele<?t]oa 
with power equal to [that of] bim who pays a itui of 
many hundred dollars, aqd by his Yot^ directs the 
public weal with the same authority as the wealtbitMrt 
citizen. It becomes necesss^, therefore, to gire the 
man of bumble means a^i ppportumty of UBderstandi- 
ing the advantages in which he so largely shares.'^ 

There is a large number, ^K^eording to their evi- 
dence, of voters who caqnot read th^ ticliets that are 
handed to them at the polls ; and tbeir number is 
increasing. A legislative enactment has now pro* 
vided for the more effectual education of the good 
people of FeuQ^ylvania, Two inspectors are to be 
appointed for each county, to visit the schools onos 
at least every three months, to inquire into the cha-^ 
racter of the teachers, and to give certificates to such 
as, on examination, shall be found properly qualified. 
Without such certificate, which is to last one year, 
l^o compensation is to be paid for their professional 
services. Another act, passed the same session, 
shews that capital punishments are either odious to 
the people, or considered injurious to public morals 
when openly inflicted. Exesputions are, for the fii- 
ture, to take place in the gaol-yards belonging to the 
county where the conviction took place. The she-? 
rifi*, or the coroner, is to attend and depose on oatb» 
or by affirmation, to the due execution of the sen* 
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tenc^. Immediate rel^-tiveSy and two, but not 910?^, 
Illi]^ster8 of religion, may be present — but no miner 
of either sex, " on any account.'* 

While the penitentiary is elerating the crimins^l, the 
almshouse, it is much to be feared, is degrading the 
unfortunate ; and the demoralisation that is checked 
among the prisoners, is spreading among the pau* 
pers. On the other side of the Schuylkill, and about 
a mile and a half from the city, a vast and splendid 
edifice rears its head, and attracts the curiosity of the 
passing stranger. He is informed that the palace he 
sees before him, is destined to the reception of the 
city poor ; that the establishment they formerly occu- 
pied in the to\^ai is for sale, as too small or badly 
situated for its object ; and that they hare just en- 
tered their new abode. Formerly it was the custom 
to relieve them at their own homes, where something 
like self-respect might survive their calamity; and 
the bread of honest industry be still sweet on the 
restoration of health, or better days. This system 
has now ceased; and the casualties to which the 
poor are exposed, are to find, with some exceptions, 
relief or remedy in the lazar-house — where the idle 
and the industrious, the sober and the intemperate, 
are to seek an asylum, and mix with people of the 
most imcongenial and oppoi^ite habits. 

A committee, appointed by the Guardian^ of th^ 
Philadelphia Poor to inquire, &c., reported, in 1827, 
as the result of experience^ ^^ that of all modes of 
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providing for the poor, the most wasteful, the most 
expensive, and the most injurious to their morals 
and destructive of their industrious habits, is that ot 
supply in their own families.'' Is not this because 
the relief given is ^^ seen of men ? ^ Let a distinction 
be made between crime and misfortune, by a weU- 
organized system of domiciliary visits. Let the names 
of the indigent b^ studiously concealed, as among the 
Quakers of Philadelphia, and assistance bestowed ''in 
secret" with such delicacy as may snatch the suf- 
ferer from the dangers of self-humiliation ; and it wiU 
be found that the vis medicatrix of the mind, like 
that of the body, will aid the prudent physician in 
his efforts to remove the disorder or relieve the 

I 

patient. Why, indeed, should not every religions 
sect imitate the example of the Friends, and provide 
for its own poor ? It may be said that they have 
their preachers to pay — a tax from which the others 
are exempt. That is the very reason why the public 
should not be saddled with their paupers. They 
would take good care to appoint no minister, the 
effects of whose negligence in inculcating habits of 
economy and prudence would fall on themselves. 
Such a regulation would afford a criterion of their 
relative value to the State. There would no longer 
be a fashionable religion. The poor would Daturally 
be attracted to the rich ; and the same wealth, which 
is now heedlessly employed in encouraging mendi- 
city, would soon find some plan to prevent it. 
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The new building consists of a square, that en- 
. closes within its sides about ten acres of ground, to 
be appropriated to such purposes as the wants of 
the establishment may require. Each side is 500 
feet in length, and three stories high, in addition to 
the garrets above. Those which contain the infinja- 
avjr and the work-shops, are opposite to each other, 
as are the sides inhabited respectively by the men 
and the women. 

There are 187 acres of land attached to the house. 
nfty are to be reserved for meadow, and 100 for 
arable. In the centre of the area stands the wash- 
house, communicating with the different offices into 
which the space included within the square is 
divided. The sale of the old premises will, it is 
thought, realize 200,000 dollars, and reduce the debt 
upon the new to six or seven hundred thousand. 

The infirmary is divided into two departments, for 
the male and the female patients ; the wards having 
each two windows looking towards the outside of 
the building, and two folding doors opening, from 
the cieling to the floor, into a lofly and spacious 
passage that runs along the side, and commands a 
view of the court-yard. The arrangements above 
corre^ond with those below. At each end of the 
infirmary is a ward for lunatics, the sexes being 
separated by the hospital. On each story are 
private cells or dormitories for the patients, opening 
into the passage, and kept in a vetjr clean and com. 



J- 



162 TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES. [CQAP. XXYIII. 

fortable condition* This part of the institution ap- 
pears to be the best both in its constniction and its 
management The whole building is suppUed wiik 
water by meaBS of pipes communicating with pumps, 
at which the paupers are employed to draw water 
from wells below. There is a shower-bath attached 
to the insane department, where the shock is em- 
ployed both to subdue the violent and punish the 
disobedient. Opposite the cells, and in that part 
where light cannot be obtained exc^t through the 
door, are small rooms where delinquents suffer Mkfi<» 
tary confinement. Upon asking the keeper whether 
the inmates of these wretched holes did not distmb 
the patients, I was told that the addition of a few 
tongues was hardly perceptible in this noctuinal 
Babel. Had I reversed the question, the* answct 
would have shewn less regard for the priaonenu 
He wished that the patients were not allowed to see 
their relatives, as they were generally worse after 
such visits. 

Th^re were seventy women and forty men among 
the insane. The latter I did not see. Among the 
females were several colored persons. The two 
races agree together pretty well; though some re^ 
pugnanee is at first expressed by some of the '' mere 
worthy.'' Habit, however, reconciles them to an 
unavoidable necessity ; and more rational conduct ii 
exhibited by those who have lost their reason, than 
by those who are supposed to retain it in all its vigev* 
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SfaBia a po);u is much more common among the 
white than the black women. The same may be said 
generally of inebriety. Dr. Parrish, jun., who was 
with me, confinned what the keeper said on this 
subject. The year before, 123 persons, of whom 
tw^ity were women, died of this complamt in the 
city and liberties of Philadelphia. 

A fact equally honorable to the Africaji race, was 
ia^ti(med by the matron of the female infirmary, 
where one or two were employed at the side of a sick 
y^tiye in keeping off the flies, and assuaging the 
heat of the day with a fan. She said that there 
were but few of them in the establishment, their 
aFersion to enter its walls being as strong as that of 
their white fellow-countrymen. To many of both 
death wduld be preferable to the disgrace of living 
in the almshouse. The second report of the Ladies' 
Branch of the Union Benevolent Association, pays 
an honorable and a well merited tribute to these 
people. ^^ Nine colored families have agreed to make 
deposits [to the Fuel Saving Society]. They reside 
in one court, and might be held up as patterns for 
habits of order, industry, and regularity.^' 

The propoition of Irish paupers in the house is 
yery great. Out of 1,500 inmates, 500 only had 
a l^gal settlement in the State. Of 2,396 females, 
who were admitted into the almshouse during two 
years and a half from May 1828, no less than 550 
ware foreigners : of these, 450 were firom Ireland, 
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while England sent seventy-fire, and Scotland sii^- 
teen. The whiskey is to the roast beef, like Fal* 
staff's sack to his bread. Of 3,197 out-door poor, 
who received relief in wood in 1831-32, there were 
950 foreigners. Here again the Irish came in for 
their share; their number being 491, while that of 
the English was 15^7, and that of the Scotch thirty- 
eight. Pat prefers the " house *• to his home. 

There are generally from three to four hundred 
Irish, who have been working on the rail-roads 
during the summer, and who come in a complete 
state of destitution, approaching to nudity, into 
the house, till the return of the fine season allures 
them to their former haunts, where they find the 
tools, and clothes, and money they had secreted 
during the period of their hybernation. These mi- 
gratory movements are as periodical as the visit 
and the departure of the swallow or the wood* 
cock. 

There is room, in this enormous asylum, for 3000. 
paupers ; and even more might easily be accommo- 
dated within its walls. The average number is 
about 1400. They prefer their present quarters; 
as each has a separate dormitory, instead of being 
crowded together in the same room. The aged and 
infirm are distinct from the rest. There is no ar* 
rangement for the cruel and demoralizmg sepant- 
tion of husband and wife. The building is well 
contrived ; the wards and dormitories being on one 
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side of the passage, and the windows, looking into 
the court, on the other. By opening the doors, a 
thorough ventilation is produced, the construction 
lesembling that of the infirmary. The chief cause of 
pauperism is drinking. Seventy-five per cent may 
be attributed to that alone. 

: When the workshops are completed, it is ex- 
pected that there will be less inducement to seek 
lefoge within the walls ; as a certain quantity of 
labor will be exacted firom every able-bodied man. 
Every sort of work, that the place will admit of, 
will be carried on there. The cost of each, includ- 
ing all the expenses of the establishment, is one 
4ollar and eighteen cents per week. It is thought 
it will be somewhat greater in fiiture. At the Bal- 
timore alms-house a debtor and creditor account is 
ppened against every pauper, on his entrance ; and 
the work he has to perform, if able-bodied, must 
balance the cost of his keep. Should he abscond, 
before this is cleared, he is liable to an imprison- 
ment of twelve months. Whatever property he may 
have about him, is set aside as an additional pledge 
against his running away. 

« It will be an arduous task to prevent corruption 
ia the managers, and enforce discipline among the 
objects of such an establishment as the Philadel- 
phia alms-house. Any vigilant and systematic plan 
of superintendence is liable to be thwarted by those 
party predilections that influence official appoint- 
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ments and removals, while every regulation fhat 
evasion or disobedience gives birth to, will be fhe 
parent of new frauds and irregularities. Nine 
tenths of the inmates have lost all feeling of self^ 
respect. Every day sufficient liquor is introduced 
to inebriate forty of them. There appears to be 
little or no effectual discipline, whether punitive or 
reformatory. Solitary confinement, for twenty-font 
hours, is scarcely any punishment to a drunken man, 
who sleeps the time away, or loses all consciousness 
of its duration. Two-thirds come out worse than 
they went in. The " black book" exhibits nume- 
rous instances of relapses into misbehavior; and 
the register shews that attachment to the place still 
clings to those who have left it. It may be con- 
sidered an unfortunate circumstance that the alms* 
house should be situated in the immediate vicinity 
of the city; as the temptations to abscond are mul- 
tiplied by all the attractions that old acquaintances 
and old haunts can offer, in addition to the shelter 
and encouragement that vice and crime can always 
find in a mixed population.- 

But the effect produced on the honest and indus- 
trious outside is sfill worse, as they become gradu- 
ally familiarized with the conduct and sentiments of 
those, who are living on the public bounty, with no 
sensible diminution of cheerfulness and contentment, 
— with no marks of self-abasement, and no signs of 
inferiority. The relief of which any pressing emerg- 
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ency may compel the acceptance, will spread the 
contagion of vice and improvidence, and gradually 
undermine that honest pride, vrhich shrinks at the 
approach of an humiliating charity. No permanent 
preventive of distress can be depended on, that ap- 
peals to the vrorst part of our nature. 

Every nation h^ its own standard of respecta- 
bility ; to descend from which is much easier than 
to preserve its level, or recover it when it is lost. 

To foreigners this place will offer an attractive 
asylum on their arrival ; and they will have litUe 
objection to hard work, till they can procure an 
eUgible situation. As for applicants from other 
States, they cannot gain a settlement in Philadel- 
phia, except on the same conditions as at home, — 
a retaliatory law having been passed to meet those 
cases, which the former facility of obtaining relief 
^ from the public fund, had rendered a serious evil. 

There are eight medical students resident in the 
house. They pay 200 dollars a-year for board and 
lodging, in addition tq the privilege of witnessing 
the practice at the hospital, and enjoying the bene- 
fits of the library. This sum is paid into the funds 
of the institution. There are four physicians, four 
surgeons, and one accoucheur, who visit it in turns, 
and the fee (ten dollars) which is paid for attend- 
ance on their lectures, is made over, as at the Penn- 
sylvania hospital, to the establishment. The ser- 
vices of the medical officers are thus altogether 
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gratuitous. They have no reason to complain of 
the fare they meet with at table; for^ if I was not 
misinformed by one, who had occasionally partaken 
of it, every eatable is in profusion, — ^bottled porter 
ad libitum, — and such a repast, as is to be found in 
few private houses. 

The cost of this institution will, when coiQpleted, 
amount, on a moderate calculation, to eight br nine 
hundred thousand dollars. A committee of twelve 
managers, chosen by the corporation, visit the house 
once a week, and four of them visit it twice in rota- 
tion during the same time. 

Philadelphia, like New York, finds the increase of 
pauperism going on in a greater ratio than her po- 
pulation ; and there is little reason to hope it will 
be checked by the judicious application of charity. 
The Union Benevolent Association, the object of 
which is to prevent miseiy by the encouragement of 
prudential and economical habits among the poor, 
complains that the principles on which it acts, jare 
not well understood, even by its members. " The 
questions^-* what is the use of visiting in the sum- 
mer?' — * How would you get at people who ask for 
nothing?' are not uncommon." The " Provident 
Society for employing the poor" promises woi^ to 
all who will apply for it, without regard to tbcMCl 
wants in the community which can alone supply it 
beneficially. " The consequence of this firee de- 
livery of work to the poor," says one of its reports, 
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" has occasioned a large accumulation of goods ; 
and it has . unfortunately happened, that we have 
experienced greater difficulties this season, than we 
have before known in disposing of them : in addi- 
tion to which, we had a considerable quantity at the 
commencement of the last year, remaining unsold 
in the hands of our correspondents. The demand 
for such goods as we have to sell is in this city 
very limited, and our shipping merchants are dis- 
couraged, by the results of former shipments, from 
making further purchases from us. We have, there- 
fore, been put to the necessity of shipping for sale 
on our account the bulk of the shirts made during 
-the last season." 

The Society expected that the goods thus sent 
out, must be sold at reduced prices — unconscious, it 
appears, of the injury it was inflicting upon trade. 
Though its resources were inadequate to its objects, 
it still hoped for " ftirther remittances," and *^ bene- 
volent contributions," and added, that the people 
whom it had set to work, had expressed their thanks, 
.when the usual demand for hands had arrived, 
"hoping to be employed again on the return of 
another season." The promises of assistance are 
liqt likely to be lost upon them : for who will lay by 
for a rainy day, when the hand of mistaking kind- 
ness thus ofiers him a shelter ? 

The principle upon which this well-meaning as- 
sociation proceeds, inverts the natural order of 

VOL. III. I 
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things. It attracts labor to an overgtodsed mizket, 
and diverts capital from its appropriate channels. 
It places between demand and supply an artificial 
interloper, that lessens the former while it increases 
the latter. The result corresponds inith the ten* 
dency. Prices that were abeady below the remuns* 
rating level, sink still lower; and a course of action 
is continued which enlightened self-interest, if left 
to itself, would have «faewn to be niinotts to the im* 
dividual and to society. Were the acting committee 
composed, in part, of sensible p^sons firom tim 
working class, more judicious measures would he 
adopted, and the experiment might act as an exaift* 
pie to the mother country ; where it seems to be an 
acknowledged maxim, that those alone aie qualified 
to prevent or provide for "adversity," who have 
neither known its " sweet uses," nor dreaded its bit* 
ter inflictions. 

K these good people, instead of detaining labor 
in the cities, wh^>e it is not wanted, and where it 
is too much disposed to Unger, would find some way 
to forward it to the west, where it is so scarce. Hint 
the most iniqidtous means are often used to obtain 
it, they would rescue the distant States firom slavery, 
and their own from pauperism. The Virginia 
" breeders " ought to subscribe to the Provident So* 
ciety, as it indirectly creates a demand for their 
" stock " in Indiana and Illinois. 

That the ^^ good cheer" to be hod at the alma* 
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house is such a bounty on improvidence, as the or*- 
dinaiy motives to the opposite virtues will hardly 
be powerftd enough to resist, will appear from the 
following facts :— During the year ending on the 
aoth of May, 1833, there were, on an average, 1010 
paupers upon the establishment. The whole eofit 
of their support was at the rate of one dollar 18|^ 
cents per week for each. Among other items of ex- 
penditure for the year, there were 173,329 pounds of 
beef, and 23,116 of mutton, 1900 barrels of wheat 
flour, and 224-f^ bushek of Indian meal; 1,103 
pounds of tea, and 10,352 of coffee; 17,937 
pounds of brown sugar, 1,347^ of lump irugar, and 
1,172 of white Havafia, and 12j boxes of segars. 
The expenses of the steward's table for the same 
period, amounted to 2,137 dollars, 96 cents ; of the 
whole 1010, 490 were men, 443 women, and 68 
children. The proceeds arising from the sale of 
manu&ctured goods, amounted to 949 dollars, 14 
ceQts, while fiie value of what wag consumed in the 
bd«H»e, was 5,4^4 dollars, 6 cents ; leaving in raw 
material, ^nachinery, and goods on hand, 4,138 dol- 
laxs, 18 cents. The amount received in fees from 
resident students, &c., was 3,461 dollars, 45 cents. 
This last sum was paid into the treasury by the 
steward. In the winter of 1831-32, 3197 out-door 
poor received relief in wood ; of these, 950 were 
foreigners ; 2794 w^ne whites, and 403 blacks. Of 
the whole number, 438 were on the regular Ust of 

i2 



172 TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES. [CHAP. XXVIII. 

paupers. As many of these had families, the aggre- 
gate of persons, including children, thus relieved, 
was 11,538. Among them were twenty between 
ninety and 100; three between 100 and 110, and 
one whose age exceeded the last mentioned period. 
The number who received wood next winter, was 
3175 ; of whom 478 were on the regular list. There 
were 158 between eighty and ninety years of age; 
fifteen from ninety to 100 ; five from 100 to 110, and 
one above the last period. Of the whole number, 888 
were foreigners — 493 from Ireland, 103 from England, 
twenty-two from Scotland, and 195 Germans. The 
latter, as well as the Irish, are in the habit of beggipg 
their way, having frequently money concealed about 
the person. Wherever I went, I heard complaint of 
German meanness. Some emigrants of that class 
are accustomed, I was told, to send out their children 
to beg, while they themselves ai-e living in comfort* 
able houses. ^One family, consisting of eight or ten, 
with the parents, passed through a town, and stopped 
to ask for money at every door. Having gone along 
the principal street, the father, with the boy^ on one 
side, and the mother, with the daughters, on the 
other, they crossed over, and returned on each other's 
path. This is the general character of the Dutch 
or German laborers, as these emigrants are indiscri- 
minately called. All those with whom I conversed 
on the subject, concurred in the same description of 
them. 
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The out-door expenses for the poor, during the 
preceding year, amounted to 33,551 dollars, 54 cents, 
including medical treatment, salaries of visitors, &c. 
By the register it appears, that there had been ad- 
mitted into the house, — 

for the 2d time 312 

3d 157 

4th 79 

5th 53 

6th 31 

7th 37 

8th 25 

^ 9th 21 

10th 14 

11th 10 

12th 9 

13th 4 ; 

five had been admitted fifteen times, six no less 
than sixteen times, two for the eighteenth, twentieth, 
twenty-first, and twenty-second; and one for the 
twenty-fourth, twenty-sixth, and twenty-eighth 
time. 

While the cholera was raging at Philadelphia, 
eight Sisters of Charity were sent, at the request of 
* the managers, from Emmetsburg, to the alms-house. 
They were subsequei]|tly withdrawn by the superior 
of the order ; their continuance not being, as was 
stated in a letter to the Board, " in accordance with 
the charitable end of the Society, and with the reli- 
gious retirement, and the exercises of piety peculiar 
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lo its members.'^ Anj thing like a well regulated 
discipline among such a mixed and lawless medley, 
can hardly be expected to be kept up# " With all 
the good- will and kindness,'' says the Writer, ** which 
you, gentlemen, have manifested in their regard, I do 
not perceive that, consistently with the principle on 
which the institution is founded, supported, and go- 
verned, it is in ycmr power to secure to them those 
opportunities bf practising the duties of their state 
of life, according to their rules ; — that protection of 
their feelings from the rude assaults of such persons 
as are necessarily in your institution, and who regard 
it as their own, whilst they look upon those who 
minister to their comfort, ta servants paid for doing 
it; — or that security from misrepresentation of mo- 
tives and of actions, to which a few retiring and 
timid females are necessarily exposed, labouring 
amidst such a population of paupers." 

At each end of that side of the ftquajre &pfX6* 
priated to the workshops, is an asylum for childrttQ 
-r-wme for each of the two races, which, while they 
are destined to inhabit together the land of their 
common inheritance, are studiously separated in in- 
too, „d i. ™d.o^-u, «, J Ju. .,d ^ 
in the ma2iufacn)iy and the poor-house— in the school 
and the hospital — in the house of prayer, and in the 
house of mourning — in the public festival, and in the 
private assembly — ^in the day of battle, and in the hoot 
of death-^in the funeral procession, and in the grave 
itself. 
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While the cholera was raging, the only ministers 
who attended at the hospital to afford religious 
consolation to the patients, were the Catholic priests, 
whom no personal considerations could prevail upon 
to quit the post assigned them by their sense of duty. 
It was the same at the time of the yellow-fever. I 
have both &cts from one of the physicians who 
attended. On the former occasion, the only spiritual 
aid the Protestant sick received, was from a black 
man, who prayed by their bed^side^ and some women 
of the same race, who were employed to wash the 
linen^ and who sang hymns to the poor sufferers. 
' Similar desertion, and similar devotedness, were 
]:emarked in other places. Who are the persons 
most respected in the city i Those who abandoned 
it in its affliction 1 Who are most reviled as re- 
ligionists and despised a;s men ? The very people 
who exposed their lives in smoothing the path 
of death to its inhabitants ! 

In the establishment, appropriated to the children 
of the white paupers, an old building in Philadelphia, 
formerly the scene of a fete given by the " Tory 
party'* to General Howe, in honor of the short-lived 
trophies he had gained, there are one hundred and 
tw^aty-six inmates, ninety-eight of whom are boys. 
The age of admittance is from eighteen months 
to eight years. Some, hovrever, exceed the latter 
age. More than three fourths are of foreign parents, 
chiefly Irish. Formerly they were liable to be 
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removed by their family or friends. To remedy the 
evils, that had arisen from thus affording a tem- 
porary retreat to the victims of want or caprice, 
a regulation was made, that none should be with- 
drawn, except on payment of their board during their 
residence. This demand, though estimated at a low 
rate, had the effect of checking a practice which was 
as injurious to the discipline 6f the institution, as 
to the economy which the state of its funds required. 
The children are, in general, very reluctant to return 
home, or to be put out as apprentices : and, indeed, 
if an opinion could be formed of their treatment frotn 
what I saw of the matron, I should conclude they 
had good Reason for the feeling. Their education, 
their morals, and their comfort seem to be zealously 
provided for. The apartments are well adapted, 
from the cleanUness in which they are kept, and the 
cheerful aspect around, to the purposes for which 
they are destined. There was something melan- 
choly, however, in the appearance of the inmates. 
Many of them were stunted and squalid, with every 
indication of having been neglected in infancy, and 
exposed to the most vicious and unhealthy habits. 

The parents have, in nearly every instance, been 
reduced to pauperism by intemperance ; and many 
of the children have shared in the vice as well as in 
its consequences. A child, about five years of age, 
was brought into the house, two or three years 
before, a confirmed drunkard. She had been in 



CHAP. XXVIII.] CAUSES OF PAUPERISM. 177 

a state of intoxication for six weeks. Her constant 
cry was " give me whiskey — give me whiskey." She 
is now thoroughly reformed; and her health, as 
well as her morals, in a sound state. The parents 
and friends of the children are allowed to visit them 
once a month. More of the boys are bound out, in 
proportion to their numbers, than of the girls, as 
their services are available at an earlier age. On 
their first arrival, nearly all are subject to sore eyes ; 
a complaint that has been observed to prevail in 
most institutions of the kind. It is soon relieved by 
proper medical treatment. It seems to be the result 
of the sudden change they undergo of air and diet — a 
restorative process of Nature. 

A satisfactory recommendation is required to 
obtain apprentices from the institution. It is foimd 
that those parents, who stand most in need of relief, 
are the last to avail themselves of that which the 
asylum ofiers — not from any feeling of shame, to 
which they have long been strangers — not from 
affection to their childrqp, whose welfare has long 
been indifferent to them — but from some unac- 
countable caprice, that urges them to retain what 
has ceased to be an object of endearment — beings 
whom they can neither protect nor provide for; and 
who can no ftirther administer to their gratification 
than in partaking of their vices, and submitting to 
their humors. 

The more one sees of paupers, and pauper es- 

id 
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tablisfamentSy the deeper is the conyictioii, that the 
distresses of the laboring classes are chiefly, if not 
entirely, owing to intemperancei or ^Tant of foresight; 
and that the remedies, usually employed for their 
relief, are better fitted to increase, than prevent, the 
eril, by weakening the chief check to indulgence in 
removing the dread of its consequences. This 
asylum, however, does honor to its benevolent 
founders and conductors. They have been pecu- 
liarly fortunate in the choice of a matron, who 
understands th^ disposition of children, and of 
parents, and is equally successful in managing the 
one by mildness, and the other by firmness. Harsh 
treatment never does any good with the former, 
while good humor and a little tact keeps the whole 
body in order. Falsehood and tale-^bearing are dis-^ 
couraged; and every thing is done to make the 
flock as kind, as happy, and as iat as the portly 
shepherdess. 

The Philadelphia House of Refuge is similar in 
its object to the institutiop which bears the same 
name at New York ; being established for the re*- 
formation of juvenile ofienders of both sexes ; who^ 
though under the same roof, £ure separated irora each 
other— not, however, so completely as they are in 
the latter place. The matron regretted that the 
sexes had not, as in London, a distinct building 
allotted to each. 

Sufficient provision has been made^ in the disposi* 
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tioD of the dormitories, for the free admission of air, 
and the complete separation of their inmates. They 
ran the whole length of the building in front ; those 
for the girls being on one side of the entrance, where 
the superintendant receives visits and applications, 
and those for the boys on the other. This is an 
injudicious arrangement; as communication can, 
unless constant vigilance be exercised, take place 
through the windows or apertures with persons on 
the outside. 

The State makes occasional grants in aid of the 
institution; and the subscriptions are still frirther 
increased by bequests from benevolent individuals. 
A legacy of 100,000 dollars was left to it not long 
ago— -contingent on the life of the testator's widow. 
Sd,000 dollars have been raised upon this security. 

The room, in which the girls work and dine, 
looks into the court, where the boys are allowed, 
when their task is done, to amuse themselves by 
play, or in reading the books, with which a well- 
stored library supplies them. The windows hap- 
paied to be open on account of the hot weather. 
The matron, when I made some remark upon the 
inconvenience of such a vicinity, said, that the 
shutters were generally closed. Still the place was 
ill-chosen for its purposes, as whatever was said or 
done on either side of the partition, was liable to be 
heard on the other. 
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Every thing in this part of the building bore the 
marks of strict attention to order and cleanliness; 
The young women, who are sent into the country 
after their discharge, do much better than those who 
get places in the city ; where solicitation and recog- 
nition are more apt to undermine the resolutions of 
amendment, and weaken the hope of redeeming 
their character. The applications for senrants and 
apprentices are too numerous to be supplied. This 
may arise as much from the scarcity of hands, as from 
the favorable opinion entertained by the public of 
the reformatory system pursued here. The latter, 
however, is known to be eminently successful, both 
fi-om the annual reports of the Committee, and from 
the testimony to its excellent management given by 
a portion of the legislature, who had been appointed 
to examine it. It is very rarely that any allusion is' 
made, in the way of accusation, whether by the boys 
or the girls, to the previous conduct of those with 
whom they may have any altercation. Disputes 
and quarrels seldom happen. Silence seems to be 
observed by common consent with regard to the 
past. The boys sometimes make their escape. 

Shoe-making, book-binding, brass-foundering, &c., 
are carried on in the work-shops ; in each of which 
a list of the names is stuck up on a board. At- 
tached to them, are movable pegs, by observing 
the situation of which the superintendant can see 
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at a glance, on entering, how many and who have 
behaved ill. The foreman is not allowed to punish 
the oflfenders. The proceeds of their labour are 
disposed of by open contract. No complaint has 
been made, except by the shoe-makers, of being un- 
dersold by the establishment. 

Each boy has a certain quantity of work to do for 
the day. It is divided into two portions ; and the 
time that remains, after it is finished, belongs to him- 
self. It was ten o'clock when I visited the work- 
shops, and several of the inmates were already in the 
court below, having completed their half-day's task. 
There was one colored boy among them. His 
conduct was as good as that of the others, and his 
treatment the same. No contempt or aversion was 
manifested against him. The poor fellow had stolen 
a watch — an offence that his destitute condition 
might almost excuse. He had neither father, nor 
mother, nor friend, to advise and correct him. He 
was literally without a home, and did not know that 
he had ever had one. 

There were 1 06 boys and fifty-eight girls — one- 
third vagrants. They are discharged, the former at 
twenty-one, the latter at eighteen — the legal ages of 
majority. 

The dormitories are separate, and placed in three 
stories with corresponding galleries above each other. 
The highest are used for soUtaiy confinement, in 
cases of misconduct. A watchman goes his rounds 
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regularly eveiy night, to prevent escape or comma* 
nication. 

The girls are employed in sewing and other work 
for the house* Their dormitories are neatly deco- 
rated with prints and paintings, and other ornaments, 
that shew at once, by the taste exhibited in their se- 
lection and distribution,' that they are inhabited by 
the fairer and more fanciful portion of the species. 
The chapel is so arranged, that the boys sit below the 
gallery, where the girls are placed, and are not seen, 
except by the younger part of the former. The 
school-room, which is well supplied with maps and 
books, is common to both sexes, and affords facilities 
for correspondence by means of writing; the places 
of concealment being known to the parties alone^r 
It is very difficult to prevent these practices* 

Monitors are chosen in the school for good con-' 
duct. Would it not be better that they should 
become so by rotation ? There would then be less 
jealousy and self-conceit. The duties of the situa* 
tion would perhaps be more impartially performed, 
if they were official than if they were personal^ and 
exclusion would be a punishment as well as a £s« 
qualification. The average work per day is eight 
hours — three hours and ^ half during the summer^ 
and four in the winter, are appropriated to the 
schooL 

Here, as well as at the refoge in New York, the 
solicitude shewn for the welfare of the childxen 
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tends beyond the period of their residence. In- 
quiries axe made into their conduct at the places 
where they are settled, and the results are, in general, 
satisfactory. Some of them visit the house from 
time to time, and one of them is now a life-sub- 
scriber. The board of managers appoint the visiting 
committees. Twelve ladies meet monthly, and ap- 
point two of their number to visit the establishment 
weekly. 

A case of great hardship occurred while I was at 
Philadelphia. A man of the name of WiQiam Hec- 
tor was claimed as a slave by a person from Mary-. 
^ land. He had been resident ten or twelve years in 
Pennsylvania:— the greater part of which time he 
had passed honestly and industriously in the city. 
Such at least was the testimony I received to his 
character from one of his neighbors, who had long 
been acquainted with him^ There were 300 or 
400 blacks present when the trial took place. The 
judge decided in favor of the claimant (Southern) ; 
having refused to allow sufficient time to procure 
evidence that would have established the prisoner's 
right to freedom. Three weeks were requested, and 
three days only were granted. His mother was an 
Indian ; and his brother, it was said, had obtained 
judgment against a similar claim, on that ground. 
His wife, who was present, expressed her grief in a 
way that would have melted the heart of any one, 
but the administrator of the most cruel and unjust 
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code that ever disgraced a civilized community — the 
sole interpreter and agent of a slave-holding legis- 
lature's will — with no jury to direct him, and little 
conscience to restrain him. If a black man's cow 
is taken from him, twelve honest men assist him jto 
recover his property ; if his person is seised, a judge 
or a magistrate decides on his right to his own body. 
In New Jersey and in other States, a justice of the 
peace has summary and definitive jurisdiction m 
such cases. By the revised statutes of New York, 
a supposed fugitive might formerly take out a writ 
de homine replegiandoj and obtain the protection x)f 
a jur3\ Such security is now denied; as the su<p 
perior court have imanimously declared the law, 
under which he seeks a remedy, unconstitutional. 
** I would observe," said Judge Hofiinan, " that, as 
far as concerns the southern States, without this pror 
vision, (giving exclusive jurisdiction to a single ma.- 
gistrate,) our present government would not have 
been in existence. I may say it was the price of 
that constitution." 

The law, by which the liberty of a human being 
is placed at the mercy of one man, was passed by 
the legislature of Pennsylvania in 1826. By the 
sixth section it is enacted, that " a fugitive " (any 
colored person may be claimed as a fugitive) " £rom 
labor or service, shall be brought before a judge, and 
upon proof, to the satisfaction of such judge, that 
the person so seized or arrested, doth, under the 
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laws of the State or territory from which he or she 
fled, owe service to the person claiming him or her, 
it shall be the duty of such judge to give a cer- 
tificate thereof to such claimant, his or her duly au- 
thorized agent or attorney, which shall be sufficient 
warrant for removing the said fugitive to the State or 
territorv from which he or she fled." 

In many of the cities in the Union, the free blacks 
are- hackney coachmen ; and some of them drive 
their own carriages, which are usually the best and 
the neatest on the stand. I asked one of them, 
whether the whites did not prefer them. He re- 
plied that they did, and added, that there were three 
reasons for the preference; — because they had no 
fear that they would assume any thing like equality, 
— because they could order them about in the tone 
of masters, — and still more, because it might be 
thought they were ridmg in their own carriages- 
like our cockneys, who put a Uvery-servant at the 
back of a glass-coach, and then pass it ofi* as their 
own. Hence it is that these men are more attentive 
to the appearance both of themselves and their ve- 
hicles, and elevate their condition by the means em- 
ployed to degrade it. 

It is highly gratifying to 6ee the pride of man 
defeating its own purposes, and enriching the very 
persons it would impoverish and depress. It is the 
same with the barbers, who are almost entirely co- 
lored men. The whites are too proud or too lazy 
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to shave tbemselveB ^ and one af the few employ-^ 
meats they have left open to the despised raee, has 
^veu it both wealth and inflaence« The barbel's 
shop is a lounging place^ and a reading-room^ 
where the customers amuge themselves with carica* 
tures and newspapers; while the conversation that 
passes makes the operator acquainted with tiie oe- 
cnirences of the day. The information these men 
possess is astonishing. Most of them take in the 
abolition papers^ which thus find a powerful sup* 
porty and the best channel to convey their senti^ 
ments to the public* Were they to act in concert, 
their numbers would enable them to exercise a sa^ 
lutary check upon a large portion of the periodical 
.press, by limiting their subscriptions to those pub- 
lications that are friendly or less violent in their hos- 
tility to them. There are many who express them* 
selves freely upon those topics, in which thery are 
personally interested, who, in handling a cokmiza-' 
tionist, are as ready with their logic as their razors, 
and can take off his arguments and his beard witli ' 
equal dexterity. 

The respectability of this class was proved a few 
years back, by a memorial they sent to the legislar' 
ture of the State. According to statistical tables, 
the accuracy of which could not be disputed, they 
contributed 2500 dollars annually to the poor fund, 
and seldom received more than 2000 from it,«— while 
but four per cent, upon the whole amount of paa« 
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pets, whether in or <Hit of the alms-house, belonged 
tothem;-eight and a quarter per cent being, in 
1830, their proportion of the population in Phila- 
delphia. They were paying annually for rents 
IOO5OOO dollars, and had six methodist meetings 
houses, two Baptist, two Presbyterian, one Episco- 
palian, and one public hall, all supported by them- 
selves, and valued at upwards of 100,000 dollars. 
They owned two Sunday schools, two tract societies, 
two Bible societies, two temperance societies, and 
one female literary institution^ ^' We have among 
ourselves,^' say these ill-treated men, ^^more than 
fifty beneficent societies, some of which are incor- 
porated, for mutual aid in times of sickness and dis- 
tress.^' The members were liable to be expelled or 
suspended for misconduct. Upwards of 7000 dol- 
lars, raised among themselves, were expended an* 
nuaUy in the relief of sickness or distress. '* It is 
worthy of remark," they add, ^^ that we cannot find 
a single instance of one of the members of these 
societies being convicted in any of our courts. One 
instance only has occurred of a member birought up 
and accused before a court, but this individual was 
acquitted*" 

The Quakers in the United States are less noted 
for their co-operation in works of benevolence with 
the members of other religious societies than their 
brethren in the mother country* This difference is 
partly owing to the spirit of sectarianism ; but more 
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particularly to the custom, which generally prevails, 
of opening charitable meetings with prayer — ^an 
observance, to comply with which would be incon- 
sistent with the principles of many among the 
" Friends." It was dispensed with on this account 
at the convention for forming the National Anti- 
Slavery Society; which thus adopted a rule that 
has obviated any scruples or objections on this head 
in England. It is a great misfortune that any ob- 
stacle of the kind should exist, to cripple the ex-* 
ertions of men, who would be able to act more 
effectually in concert, and who are often defeated, 
when isolated, where they might have been success- 
ful united. It would be highly honorable to the 
society, if it were merely an adherence to principle, 
and not a deviation from it, that distinguished them 
from the parent stock. Had they, as a body, acted 
up to the rule they profess as individuals ; had they 
publicly borne their "testimony" against the pre- 
judice they condemn in private, and admitted their 
sable brethren to that social equality which they 
generally acknowledge is due to them, the national 
character would never have been stained by such 
cruel and cowardly proceedings as have lately taken 
place ; an appeal to their conduct would have been 
an unanswerable reply to the charge of " amalga- 
mation " (if the prejudice which gave it birth could 
have survived the respect they had ceased to pay to 
it). Instead of being stigmatized, by the victims of 
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this wicked antipathy, as hypocrites and time- 
servers, they would have been found the best friends 
and protectors of the free, as they have always been 
the unwearied opponent of the kidnapper. No one 
could have raised his voice successfully against a 
practice which they had sanctioned by their ex- 
ample. The followers of Penn wotdd have abashed 
the apostles of mischief; and those who may now 
fairly lay their misfortunes at the door of Quaker 
apostasy, would have been indebted for their safety 
to Quaker consistency. 

- The sons of Africa are reminded, even in the 
Quaker meeting-houses, of the mark which has been 
set upon them, as if they were the children of Cain. 
Yet the rules of discipline particularly forbid such 
unchristian distinctions. Monthly meetiugs are de- 
sired by them, to exercise due delibeicatiptij in con- 
suiting upon the qualification of applicants for ad- 
mission ; and to receive such as are found worthy 
" into membership, without distinction of nation or 
color." Who, on reading this injunction, would 
believe that " colored friends," when assembled with 
their white brethren to worship their common father, 
are obUged to sit by themselves; and that those 
attempts, which are now and then made, to join the 
excluded, or invite them to sit among the privUeged, 
have been rewarded with remonstrance, reproach, 
and persecution ? Even upon the subject of slavery, 
the Society is far from an explicit, or an unequivocal 
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denunciation of its injustice. Among the roles of 
discipline, published at Philadelphia in 1831, is the 
following :-— *^ We earnestly desire it may become 
the concern of our members generally, to use the 
influence they have with those who hold slaves, by 
inheritance or otherwise, that they may be treated wid> 
moderation and Idndness, and instructed as objeete 
of the common salvation, in the principles of the 
Christian religion, as well as in such branches of 
tschool learning as may fit them for fi:eedom) and to 
become useful members of society." What is this 
but an encouragement of slavery ? Talk of modera- 
tion indeed to a man, the very coat on whose badt 
you know to be purchased at the expense ef the person 
for whom you ask it ! TeU him to be kind, while 
you see he knows not how to be just ! Advise the 
open violator of religion to disseminate its principles, 
among those, who would thus become the judges, 
they are now the victims, of his wickedness ! 
commend ibe instruction of the very beings from 
whose ignorance he derives his pelf and his power 4 
— and urge him to prepare his slaves for freedom, 
when it is the want of that preparation that supplies 
him with an apology for his guilt, and a motive for 
its contuiuance ! If it be a sin in Quakers to hoU 
slaves, they must consider it a sin in others ; asid 
they are partakers of the sin, who employ their in- 
fluence with the oflender, to palliate its heinonsneis 
with the suggestion of an amelioration, or to con* 
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mv0 at its enormities by their sikaice on the paxa- 
ittount duty of repentance and reparajtion* What 
follows is little better : ^^ Also, that friends in their 
several neighborhoods, advise and assist such of 
the black people, as are at liberty, in the education 
of tiysii childreai, and oommon worldly concerns.^* 
Is there no better way, in which they can be as- 
sisted? Do they labor under no disabilities or 
grievances? Will not the assistance thus recom* 
mended by ^^ the discipline,^' make them feel more 
b^enly the pressure of their wrongs, and the d9nial 
of tbeir rights ? The black man stands in need of 
faOc oihei protection from the Quaker : — " Bear your 
testimony, he would say, against the pride of your 
whibe l^other, by remioving the barrier it has planted 
between his children and mine. Shew your sincerity 
by your humility, and let not the ill-treatment I 
receive he sanctioned by your deference to the vo^ 
taries of worldly-nundedness. Let your practice 
conform to your principles, and those common cour-» 
tesies be observed, which you would not dare to 
11^8^ me in any other country/' 

Nothing is said in ,the rules above quoted about 
the ski of slavery. The slave-trade alone is con- 
demned ; and ^^ hiring slaves " is called *^ an un« 
osteons traffic." Its victims, however, are never 
efpdkea of as men entitled to Ihe same rights as every 
other branch of the human &mily. Friends are ex-* 
hoited *^ to educate those whom they or dieir prede>- 
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cessors have released from bondage, that they may 
become useful and respectable members of the com- 
munity," They are described, whenever they are 
named, as a distinct race, — as objects of beneficence 
and condescension, destined to never-ending infe- 
riority — doomed to experience, in the very kindness 
they receive, the proofs of hopeless degradation, and 
the sentence of unrelenting exclusion. What a dis- 
graceful contrast does this apostate body of religion- 
ists exhibit with the Synod of Cincinnati, who, the 
year before, had declared slavery to be " a heinous 
sin and scandal!" Even the enemies of human 
freedom— those who hold that emancipation would . 
destroy the constitution, and dissolve the Union, 
have openly insulted the Quakers, by praising fheii 
prudence and forbearance in this matter. The 
*^ Friends " and the New York rioters have been 
coupled together as sharers of that approbation, 
which the "waiters upon" public opinion are so 
skilfrQ in applying. 

. Those who feel no abhorrence for the shouts of 
incendiaries, may well be pleased with the canting 
of time-servers. 

It should be observed that a great schism has- 
separated the Society into two hostile camps. The 
orthodox, who happen to be in the minority, are 
naturally anxious to conciliate public favor, and to 
obtain from without the power they want within. 
To this cause may be attributed the retrograde move^ 
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ment which has for some time characterised their 
*' sayings and doings.'' Those who are abolitionists 
of the new school, who would take off the fetters 
from the white man's mind, as well as from the 
black man's body— veteres avias de pulmone — are 
chiefly of that party who are stigmatized as " Hicks- 
ites;" and, as the " orthodox" have ceased to hold 
communion with them in their schools — their places 
of worship — their almshouses — and, as far as they 
could, in the common intercourse of life, subjecting 
them to a degree of obloquy and persecution that is 
happily without a parallel among the Quakers of 
other countries, what was merely indifferent has 
become distasteful ; and an approximation ^to the 
opinions and practices of new friends, has followed 
the desertion of the old. Thus, as is always the case 
where the passions have gained the mastery over 
reason, things which have no necessary connexion 
have been identified by joxta-position, and the " true 
believers" have adopted the observances of the 
world they have sought, and eschewed those of the 
brethren they have left. 

So far have they carried their hostility, that they 
have prejudiced many " Friends" in England against 
its unoffending objects; who have in vain requested 
to be heard in their own defence, and solicited atten- 
tion to a remonstrance which has been twice re- 
turned to them from that country unanswered. Even 
the grave cannot bury their animosity. The gate 

VOL. III. K 
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^hich leads to " the narrow house," must be forced 
by the living before the dead can find a place of 
repose. The whole country was lately scandalized 
by the sight of a Quaker litigation in a court of jus- 
tice. A school in New Jersey, founded by the 
Society, was claimed by both parties; and they, 
who never had any articles of faith, and who depre- 
cate appeals to legal adjudication in all disputes 
between members of the same religious family, called 
upon a legal tribimal to scrutinize the belief of their 
forefathers, and permitted the creed of another sect 
to be set up as a standard for their own. 

Though the defendants in the suit, many of whom 
were subscribers to the school, proposed that the 
fund in question should be divided among the con- 
tending parties in proportion to their numbers, yet 
judgment was prayed for by the plaintiffs, and the 
decision was in their favor. It is singular that a 
similar trial was productive of similar results, about 
the same time, in England — a coincidence which 
the *^ orthodox" party were not slow to turn to their 
own advantage, though there was wanting, in the 
two cases, that analogy which might have afforded 
them some plea for their conduct. The possessors 
of the litigated fund in England were neither its 
founders, nor the descendants of its founders ; while 
the creed of the donor was the creed of the claim- 
ants ; and no violation of principle was involved in 
the dispute or the decision. If the secular power is 
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thus to cut the Gordian knot of polemical contro- 
versy, and declare what is nonconformity with the 
tenets it may in its wisdom think fit to ascribe to 
any religious society, there will soon be an end of 
sectarian equality, and the State may proceed to 
celebrate its imion with the Church upon its ruins. 
The triumph will be the greater, as it will be owing 
to the most zealous opponents ^^ of the connexion. 
No persons have had a keener eye upon the various 
sects into which the nation is separated, or seen 
more clearly the efibrts made by each for the ascend- 
ancy, than this society ; and it is, in some measure, 
owing to this jealousy, that the American Quakers 
unite so seldom with other denominations in the 
performance of " good deeds." 

They are suspicious, and perhaps with good rea- 
son, that the ministers of some of the latter are 
striving to prepare the public mind for a change in 
ecclesiastical matters. Some of them, mdeed, have 
very unguardedly boasted of their numbers and m- 
fluence, expressing a \^dsh to spiritualize the body 
politic, by making the profession of certain dogmas 
the condition of obtaining a seat in the legislature. 
Nomination to public offices would thus lead, by an 
easy transition, to a command of the public treasury; 
and fixed salaries firom the government would render 
the present stipendiaries of individual congregations 
independent of all control, by dissevering the tie 

k2 
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that now binds together the doctrines of the one^and 
the interests of the other. . . « 

While the Missouri question was under discusfiaon, 
A memorial was sent hj the Philadelphians to.Con* 
gress against admitting a new State into the Unioa 
with the curse of slavery upon it. I was informed 
that several Quakers affixed their names to it» I am 
unwilling to believe that any *' Friend !' would adopi 
or approve of such sentiments as the following r?*** 
^ Your memorialists will not deny that most of the 
dare-holding States axe free from blame ^th respect 
to the introduction of negro slavery^ and its continii!*' 
ance until the present time among them; that its 
immediate total abolition is incompatible with tbeir 
safety, and even with genuine benevolence to the 
blacks; and that, in permitting its admission in the 
new States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabaam^ 
Congress pursued a policy perhaps indispensable Air 
the general security of our brethren of the South." 

Elias Hicks, whose ^' heresies'' are recorded in Ae 
appellation bestowed upon the Quaker ^^ neologistB'*, 
had so much influence with the monthly meeting, of 
which he was a member, that he prevailed upon^aU 
of them not only to manumit their slaves, but topigr 
them the arrears of those wages which would haw 
been due to them if free. He abstained entodjr 
from every article of food, or dress, or fimsitinpe, 
which had. been produced by slave-labor. He 
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evmced, in his last moments, how strong the ruling 
principle of his life was even in death. He was ob- 
servedy by those who surrounded his bed at that 
awful moment, to push off, with what little strength 
l>einained, a cotton coverlid that had been put over 
lam. As he repeated the effort three or four times 
in succession, some one remarked that it was pro- 
bably on account of the material of which it was 
made, that he was unwilling it should remain upon 
him. He fixed his eyes upon the speaker, and, 
aodding absent, turned rounron his siJe, and soon 
after, breathed his last. 

An anecdote told me by Isaac Hopper, who has 
the active benevolence, as well as the religious opi- 
nions, of the heresiarch, throws some light on the 
cdative characteristics of the two races that seem 
4estine*d to share the new continent between them. 
Tt is seldom, indeed, that any one has an opportunity 
of ascertainmg the vaUdity of those opinions which 
.Bcribe geneLity and high-mindless to th. 
owner, and the opposite qualities to his bondsman* 
A citizen of Delaware, of the name of Perry Boots, 
had allowed his slave, Daniel Benson, some twenty 
^y^ars ago, to^ reside in Philadelphia, on condition 
Ihat he would pay him forty dollars a-year. The 
;^ rent** of his own body was punctually paid for 
some time, though the '^ tenant" had to support his 
.^wn mother, as well as to provide for his own main- 
tenance. Having, however, been told that he was 
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free by the laws of Pennsylvania, he applied to Mr. 
Hopper for advice ; and the latter infonned his mas- 
ter, by letter^ that he had no further claim upon his 
services. It was in vain thM remonstrances were 
made, and lawyers consulted. The case was plain. 
•His consent had been given for a longer residence 
than that within which his property in human flesh 
could be retained ; and the man was declared to he 
no longer " bound to service". Disappointed and 
chagrined at the decision, the master upbraided the 
-man with ingratitude for the kindness he had always 
shewn him. " It is true", replied the other, ^^ that 
you have always treated me well; and I feel attached 
to your family, from having lived with your father : 
but the same law which gave you my labor, now 
gives me my liberty. You say you intended to grant 
me my freedom on some friture day: — what price 
would you ask for me, were I still your slave ?" 
*' One hundred dollars." " The money is yours," 
said the generous black, producing a bag of bard 
-dollars that he had laid by; ^^ and now that I am a 
.free citizen of the United States, I hope you will do 
me the honor of dining with me to-day." Both of- 
fers were accepted: a receipt was given fot the 
money; and the parties sat down together to as good 
a banquet as the remainder of the hoard could pro- 
vide. 

- Another story I had from the same quarter, pre- 
sents a melancholy picture of the attachment these 
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people possess for their children. A fugitive, who 
had accumulated a handsome fortune in Fhiladel- 
phia, was anxious, about fifteen years back, to recover 
his family; and Isaac Hopper undertook to pay his 
master 150 dollars for his freedom. The bargain hav- 
ing been settled, and the necessary papers completed, 
the father went into Maryland in search of his little 
oilQS. They were no longer there. He had been 
promised them. They were sold. The shock was 
too much for a parentis feelings. His wealth had 
lost all its charms. He returned to Philadelphia, 
and died Of a broken heart. 

I^ac Hopper assured me, that he never knew a 
slave-owner whose word he could trust in any case 
where slave-property was concerned. He has had 
great experience in such matters; having rescued and 
redeemed many from the horrors of slavery, and 
being well acquainted with the tricks and treachery 
of those who are engaged in this infamous traffic. 
Yet these men frequently confide in the honor of 
their slaves ; allowing them to work out their own 
emancipation, with no other security for their ob- 
servance of the agreement than their integrity. The 
servant at the house where I lodged in Philadelphia, 
was 100 dollars in debt to his master, — having bound 
himself to pay the purchase-money of his freedom 
by instalments. He was without any incumbrance, 
and might with ease have made his escape to Canada. 
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When I asked him why he remained, he replied that 
he had given his honor, and nothm^ sho Jd induce 
him to break his faith. Snch instances are verj fre- 
quent. He himself put to me a case of conscience^ 
and asked my advice. A person, with whom he wai^ 
acquamted, had been brought from Virginia by Us 
owner, with the hope that some one would advance 
the price of his freedom, (400 dollars,) and^ as the 
stave's wife, a free woman, and her children, were in 
Philadelphia, he had left him there, while he went 
on to New York. The slave had promised not to 
nm away. I recommended that he should return fjo 
Virginia, and, taking the first opportunity of rejoin- 
ing his wife, proceed to Canada* 

Both master and man were disappointed at 1h6 
result, the one of his visit to Philadelphia, the other 
of his application to friends. Such was the sens^ 
of honor, that restrained the latter from violating 
his engagement, that he went back to his chains; 
Masters often work on the compassion of benevolent 
men, and connive at the escape of their slaves^ with 
the hope of obtaining their value, when they cannot 
dispose of them in the usual way. To purchase 
under such circumstances, or indeed under any, is 
doubly injurious to the interests of humanity ; as it 
acknowledges the right of the master to sell, and 
enables him to replace his stock. The sum of hu- 
man suffering is not in the slightest degree dimi- 
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nished. There is merely a change in its distribu- 
tion : — for, while the system continues, the necessary 
instruments of its operation will be sought for. 

A remarkable trait of generosity occurred about 
thirty years ago. Three men, who had concealed 
themselves in Philadelphia, fell into the hands oi 
their master. A Quaker, whose name was Harrison, 
advanced, though he had never seen them, the sum of 
250 dollars for them. In the mean time, two of 
them had made their escape; and a person, who 
wanted a servant, agreed to pay Harrison 125 doUars 
for the one that remained. When, at the expiratioB 
of five years, for which he had been bound, the man 
became his own master, he went to his benefactor, 
and offered to return him the remainder of the 
money ; observing, that the whole debt had become 
his, by the flight of his comrades, and that it wa» 
hard upon Harrison that he should suffer from an 
act of kindness. I need not say what reply was 
made to the proposal. 



k3 



302 TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES. [CHAP. XXIX. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Newhaven. — Cemetery. — Grave of Ashmun. — ** Potter's Field." 
. — Yale College Hartford. — Christian Promise and Perform- 
ance — Liberty of Speech imprudent in the United States. — 
Second Edition of ** Canterbury Tale." — Bishop of Charies- 
ton's Letter to Daniel O'Connell. — Providence. — ^Interview 
^ith Dr. Channing. — Philanthropy of the Unitarians, and Phi- 
lanthropy of Moses Brown.^— Contrasted Industry. 

On the 9th of August, I left Philadelphia for New 
York, and proceeded from the latter place, on the 
I6th, to Newhaven, in Connecticut. This is one of 
the prettiest towns in the Union ; the streets being 
shaded by avenues of trees, the tops of which, when 
viewed from a distance, appear to be interlaced with 
each other — presenting, at eveiy turn, beautiful 
and varied illustrations of those curves, which are 
supposed to have suggested the Gothic arch. The 
£[ardens attached to the houses are, in general, neatly 
k,p, »d pve ^ ^ of cohort '^ pri..C7 « f^ 
families of their proprietors ; while they break the 
uniformity which the too frequent recurrence oi 
straight lines produces. 
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There is a spacious cemetery near the town, or 
rather forming a part of it, where the inhabitants 
find a last home. The pride of caste, in pushing its 
folly beyond the grave, has effected an approxima- 
tion, by attempting a disjunction between the two 
races. The ground is divided into two lots, each 
thirty feet by twenty, the price of which is about 
twenty-five dollars. A portion of these had been 
purchased by the " people called Afiicans," as Mrs. 
Child, in her very interesting work *, has appropri- 
ately termed them. In process of time, as the po- 
pulation of the town increased, more land was added 
to the burying-ground, and monuments were erectied, 
beyond that portion appropriated to the " outcasts." 
So that they who were once on the outside, are now 
in the midst of their skin-proud reyilers. Among 
the former, lies Ashmun, the first governor of Li- 
beria ; in death; as in life, the fiiend and the com- 
panion of the black man. Beyond is the Potter's 
Field, where the dead bodies of the poor are de- 
posited. The paupers of Newhaven are reminded, 
when they visit the graves of their departed friends, 
that the purity of their blood is a matter of deep 
interest and concern to their " betters " ; and that 
the contamination of " bad company " will not be 
allowed to "corrupt" their " good manners," while 
reposing beneath the few feet of sod allotted to them 

• An Appeal in favor of that class of Americans called 
Africans, by Mrs. Child, &c., Boston, 18^3. 
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by the hand of charity. It is thus that the earliest 
and the latest associations of life,— -the first impre»f 
sions of the cradle, and the last monitions from the. 
grave, are made to perpetuate an antipathy, opposed 
alike to the innocence of the one, and to the humility, 
of the other. The blood of the black man cneac 
firom the ground against his brother. The heart of 
the white man is hardened against him. May the 
Father of both look with pity and mercy upon, 
them! 

The singular distribution of the graves m the 
bmying ground, was pointed out to me by the Rev.- 
Mr. Jocelyn, of Newhaven^ — one of those who jBure 
pre-eminently entitled to the appellation of ^^ fana- 
tics " ; — men, who, in every age and country, catch, 
from the elevated situation they have assumed, the 
first rays of that divine light which has not yet 
reached the crowd below ; — men who are honorably 
distinguished by the hatred and compassion of the 
wicked and the weak, — the enemies of that reform 
they will one day boastingly advocate * ; — men,. 

* The nature and progress of national reform, may be seen 
in the conduct of its opponents. They begin by stigmatiziiig- 
its leaders as the vilest of the vile, that it may be thought bad 
advocates cannot have a good cause : — and they end by be* 
coming its friends, that it may be thought a good cause cannot 
liave bad advocates. Great men belong to the first period : 
great statesmen to the second. It is unjust to confound them, 
and to expect principle where there never has be^n any thing, 
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whose zeal in the cause of humanity is at once the 
result and the reproach of the selfishness around 
them ; — men, who, in the confederated republics of 
North America, are a butt'and a by-word for the 
ribaldry of the idlest and most venal joiunalists in 
the world : ' 

*' By whom to be disprais'd is no small praise : 
Their lot who dare be singularly good." 

From this place Mr. Jocelyn accompanied me to 
Yale College ; one of the professors of which (Mr. 
Goodrich) very politely took me about the building 
to shew me the library, the lecture-rooms, and the 
cabinet of mineralogy : — the latter of which contains 
a most valuable collection of specimens from all 
quarters of the globe ; admirably arranged for the 
purposes of reference and study, and accompanied 
with models of the various forms which crystalliza- 
tion assumes in its development. 

The college is under the care of the President, 
who is not exempted from the labors of tuition, six 
professors, and eight tutors. Chemistiy, with mine, 
ralogy and geology; -mathematics, including as- 
Jl„ 4e.' deV «m.,, fte Latin 1 the 
Greek languages, have each its professor. The 
whole course of instruction embraces four years, of 

but expediency. ' American emancipation is pure from all po- 
litical taint. She has had her martyrs : she is not yet disgraced 
by demagogues. > 
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which each contains three tenns. The average age 
of admission is si^een ; the lowest being fourteen. 
The period of residence for the year is altogether 
forty weeks, at an average expense, for board, fuel, 
&c., of 175 dollars. One sitting-room, with two bed- 
chambers, is, as at Harvard College, appropriated 
to two students ; who take their meals at a common 
table, with the rest of the commimity. There are 
two halls, at one of which the board is about one 
dollar, seventy-five cents per week — at the other, 
one dollar, twenty-five cents. The number of the 
under-graduates WSis 376 ; there were besides thes^ 
Afty-five graduates who were studying divinity,, 
thirty-nine law, and about seventy-one medical stu- 
dents. 

Having visited the establishment, we saw am ex-' 
hibition of paintings by Trumbull — the subjects of 
which are chiefly national. The proceeds from the 
fees paid by visitors form an annuity for the artist, 
and, after his death, are to belong to the college, on 
the premises of which it is placed. In the afternoon 
I went on to Hartford, and put up at the same hotel, 
in which I was the year before — the first I had evCT 
slept in during my sojourn in America, and one of 
the best for quiet, civility, and cleanliness. 

Throughout the Union, there is, perhaps, no city, 
containing the same amount of popul«ttion, where 
the blacks meet with more contumely and unkind- 
ness than at this place. Some of them told me it 



CHAP. XXIX.] HABTFORD. 207 

was hardly safe for them to be in the streets alone 
at night. One man assured me that he never ven- 
tured but after day-light, without some weapon of 
defence about him. No young woman of that race, 
if she would avoid insult, dare pass through the 
town, in the dusk of the evening, without a man to 
protect her. To pelt them with stones, and cry out 
nigger! nigger! as they pass, seems to be the pastime 
of the place. I had seen and heard so much of the 
indignities and cruelties heaped on the heads of this 
persecuted race, that I had ceased to feel surprise at 
any thing I was told on the subject. Indignation, 
I trust, I shall never cease to feel ; and I blame my- 
self for not having spoken more strongly and more 
frequently against these enormities. I could per- 
ceive that I had given great offence in several quar- 
ters, by the expression of my sentiments. It would 
b^ more to my honor if I had giv^n more reason 
for it. 

A stranger can declare his opinions on any matter 
with much greater freedom in France or England — 
I believe I might add in Austria or Turkey — than in 
America, — the only country on the surface of the 
globe, where philanthropy is persecuted or sneered 
at, and where " high and low, rich and poor," have 
conspired together to put down humanity. 

At Hart&rd I was confined to my bed several 
days by illness; during which I met with much 
attention from the people of the hoteL On the 26th 
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I went to Brooklyn, passing over the same ground X 
nad travelled the year before. 

I found, on my arrival, that " war had smoothed 
his wrinkled front" at Canterbury ; and that a more. . 
agreeable deity had been both there and at Brooklyn :. 
that Miss Crandall had become a bride, and one of 
the young ladies whom I had seen on my former 
visit, was about to be married to W. L. Garrison. 

The next morning one of the brothers of the 
betrothed, drove me over to the school. Neither the 
late, nor the present, Miss Crandall was at home- 
Mrs. Philleo was passing the honey-moon at 
Philadelphia ; and Miss Almira was out on a visit. 
A young man, however, of the name of Burleigh^ 
who assisted in teaching the pupils, received u» 
very cordially. In requital of his kind offices to a. 
persecuted woman, he was then under an indictment, 
as an infringer of the same enactment under 
which she had been subjected to such unmanly 
and harassing proceedings. His trial — if there is to 
be a trial — was to come on in December. ^ The 
object of the information was, most probably, to 
intimidate him, and deter others from taking any. 
share in the tuition of a school, which had become v* 
more odious to its enemies in proportion to their. > 
failure in trying to put it down with or without law*. 
Keflection had had time enough to see, that the 
Federal Court, as long as it had any regard for its 
own reputation, or any respect for the constitutioiib/ 
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of the country, would never confirm the validity of 
a law, that must strike a fatal blow at both. If free 
blacks be citizens, — and it will be no easy matter to 
prove they are not so — they are entitled, in moving 
from one commonwealth to another, to the same 
privileges that are granted, by the terms of their 
union with the rest, to the citizens of the latter *. 

There were twenty pupils in the school — there had 
been as many as thirty. On the mantel-piece of the 
room, into which we were shewn, was lying a stone, 
twice as large as that I saw the year before. It had 
been used for the same purpose. It was thrown 
into the house through one of the windows. The 
weight of it must have been at least two pounds. 
There were ten panes of glass completely destroyed 
by a long pole, which had been left on the premises^ 
and which I saw. Part of the window-sash had 
been broken in. There were two windows in this 
state ; both in the sitting room. On the table were 
lying Baxter's Bible and Cruden's Concordance ; 
beautifully bound in russia: the former in two 
volumes octavo — the latter in one. They had b^en 
brought over from Scotland by Mr. Charles Stuart, 
the great ** malleus " of the Colonization imposture. 
In each volume was the following inscription: 
** Presented to Miss Crandall by the Ladies of 

* The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges 
and immunities of citizens in the several States. — Constitution 
of the United States, Article 4, Section 2, 
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Edinburgh, as a mark of the respect with which they 
regard the Christian courage of her conduct towards 
their colored sisters in the United States ; and from a 
conviction that such consistent love and strength, 
could only be derived from the Divine Author of the 
Sacred Volume." Below were quotations from St. 
John xxi. 15, and Psahn xl. 1, 2, dated Edinburgh, 
March 5, 1834. The expenses of the prosecution 
had aheady cost Mrs. Philleo upwards of 600 dollars. 
Legal eloquence is by no means cheap — not that it 
is scarce, but that the seller too often puts his own . 
price upon it. Mr. , Ellsworth, of Hartford, the 
counsel for the defendant, charged 200 dpUars forthe 
last pleadings. Cheap law may encourage litiga- 
tion : but dear law is undoubtedly a premium upon 
persecution. II faut que chacun vive; and ois- 
interestedness is not the characteristic of every pro- 
fession. Till I visited Canterbury, personal expe*- 
rience had led me to think that physicians might fidrly 
claim it as their own peculiar virtue. But the 
behavior of Dr. Harris, the opposite neighbor of 
Mrs. Philleo, dispelled this " amabilis error." WJiea 
called upon to render medical assistance to one ,^of 
the pupils, who was suffering severe pain, he fiaUy 
refrised to cross the road ; told Mr. Burleigh that 
he might publish his refusal to the whole world: 
and declared that he looked upon the request as a 
personal insult. No other medical advice was to be 
had within three miles ! 
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Another information for harboring,— the former 
was for teaching colored children, was hanging over 
the head of this meritorious woman. It ought to be 
mentioned, that her sister had nobly supported her 
under her trials — had never shrunk from the task 
she undertook : and, though but twenty years of age, 
had remained firmly at her post, alone, and sur- 
rounded by enemies against whom even her life 
could hardly be considered safe. 

Some time before, the house was discovered to be 
on fire ; and a colored man,' who happened to be 
there at the time, was accused, and tried for an 
ofience which, if proved, would have subjected him 
to perpetual imprisonment. Not a particle of 
evidence, however, could be produced against him ; 
and he was immediately acquitted. The poor fellow 
had to pay one hundred dollars for his innocence. 
There is every reason to believe that the fire was the 
work of an incendiary ; as the " Windham County 
Advertiser" had, a short time before, informed the 
public, that Miss CrandalFs school would soon be 
totally broken up. All attempts to obtain from the 
Editor an explanation of his mysterious words 
failed. 

Though some of the young women had certificates 
. from the congregational churches to which they be- 
longed, yet they were not admitted to the Canterbury 
meeting-house, where the same religious society as- 
semble. They were forced to attend worship at a 
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place two miles off, and were fireqaenily insulted on 
their way thither and on their return. The lapse of 
a year had not produced either a relaxation of per-* 
secution, or an advance towards a truce, on the part 
c^ the oppressor. The same dark and fanatical 
spirit still cast his baneiid. shadow over a village^ 
that one would have expected, from its secluded axid 
beautiftd situation, to be the abode of charity and 
good neighborhood. The assistant teacher could 
scarcely walk out, without hearing something in- 
tended to wound his feelings, and provoke a retorts 
That manly calmness, however, which the noble 
task he had assumed demanded and supposed was 
never wanting; and the consciousness of a good 
cause tempered the zeaJ of youth with the composure 
of mature years. Visitors even were not secure from 
insult. The traces of the harness, when they wer^ 
about to leave, were sometimes found to be cut ; asid 
practices were resorted to, that would have disgrae^ 
the most brutal ti'ibe of savages. ■ ' 

When the day, on which Miss Crandall was to 
be married, had arrived, the minister of the place, 
who had published the banns, and had promised, 
** if Providence would permit him," to perform the 
ceremony, wrote het a note declining to officiale 
^ under existing circumstances.'*' He had that 
morning received a letter, enclosing some money, 
and requesting he would not unite the parties' iii 
laatrimony. They were compelled to go 1%) Brooke 
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lyn, where the marriage took place. He had bit* 
terly repented his conduct, I was told ; the majority 
o£ his congregation haying become displeased with 
him. His mortification must have been great, as 
he had been appointed just when former dissensions, 
that had so far separated his flock into feuds, as to 
occasion the dismissal of five or six pastors in about 
twice as many years^ had been merged in a common 
feeling of animosity against the unwelcome institu- 
tion for teaching a, b, c, to an outlawed race. Party 
feeling had put its own construction on his proceedings^ 
In sooth, thelittle village of Canterbiuy contains within 
its bosom a set of self-tormentors, that seem deter^ 
mined to sting every thing, and every body, that 
comes near them, l^ere was a little English girl, 
of six or seven years of age, in the school. H^ 
aunt was staying there. She had been but two years 
from the old country, and was much shocked at the 
unnatural conduct she had witnessed in a Christian 
people towards their fellow-men. The little girl had 
been sent by her father from Utica (New York) to Can- 
terbury ; from a feeling of abhorrence to tyranny. 

In the room where we were sitting, I obser\'ed a 
lithographic portrait of O'Connell-^a name that no 
descendant of Africa can pronounce without feelings 
of deep respect. That the expression is not too 
strong may be se^i in the following letter, as it was 
published in America, the most honorable testimony 
that could wdl be paid to the value of that influence 
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against which it was directed. The writer of this 
** verbosa et grandis epistola " was lately sent, if 
rumor is to be believed, on a spiritual mission from 
the Pope to Hayti ! 

" Charleston, (S. C.) Dec. 8, 1829. 

" Should any one have told me, that a day would 
come, when a sense of deep and awfiil duty would 
require of me to address you, as I this day do, I 
would not have thought it possible. 

" I wrote a few weeks since from Baltimore a 

m 

letter, which you cannot, I suppose, have yet re- 
ceived ; in which I alluded to the injustice which 
you thoughtlessly did to a people, of whom you 
know so little as you do of the slave-holding Ameri^ 
cans. But this day I have had an imperfect view 
of a letter, which you appear to have written from 
Derrjnaane, in last September, upon the subject of 
our cruelty and injustice. That view, imperfect as 
it was, was to my eye more blasting than any I 
have for years beheld. I now tell you that a more 
wanton piece of injustice has never been done to a 
brave and generous people than this, which you, ig- 
norant of our situation, of our history, of our laws, 
of our customs, and of our principles, have dared to 
perpetrate. You have not only been guilty of gross 
injustice to a people, whom you know not, and who 
aided you with a noble and disinterested enthusiasm; 
but you have heaped shame and confusion upon 
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your, own countryinen, and those who were once 
your admurers, and would still, if you permitted it, 
be your friends. 

" Do you believe that we, who love freedom and our 
fellow-men, are the heartless wretches that you de- 
scribe, because we cannot at once do all that your 
imagination conceives to be perfection, and which 
we, who have the experimental knowledge, have the 
irrefragable evidence to be destructive folly? You 
have, in the unfortunate moment when you sent forth 
that document (if it be your's) done an evil, which 
no contrition caa repair, no service can redeem. As 
a Carolinian, I cannot reason with you upon facts, 
of which you are ignorant. As an Irishman, I 
bewail your infatuation. And, whilst I am doomed 
to meet a variety of trials, one of the keenest and 
bitterest of my feelings will be, that the most con- 
tumelious insult, which was flung upon the land of 
my adoption, was ungratefully and wantonly given 
in the moment when she was flushed with a victory 
won by American aid, by one whom I once valued 
as a dear friend in the country of my bulh. 

'^ Should the Derrynane manifesto against the proud 
Americans and their slave-holding States be a for- 
gery, I should rejoice to learn the fact from yourself. 
Should it be your production, I would say — in me 
you shall find one amongst thousaads of your coun- 
trymen, who ^11 not succumb to your insult, nor 
quail before your threat. 
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" I shall make no parade of my lore of liberty, nor 

send you homilies upon my humanity. But whilst, 

with every Carolinian that T know, I lament an evil, 

which Britain has superinduced, and which we 

cannot at once remedy, I deny your right to in* 

terfere ; and I pray you might succeed in raising the 

ruined population of Ireland to the level of the 

comforts of the Carolinian slave. Should you live 

to behold this result of your labors, you will have 

accomplished more than is expected by 

" JOHN, Bishop of Charleston. 
« To Daniel O'Connell, Esq." 

The Hibemo-Americans, though wedded to the 
land of their adoption, stiU look back with " longing, 
lingering" affection to the place of their Inrth. 
Their first-love is dead to them; but it is never 
forgotten. Uxorem vivam amare voluptas : defimc- 
tam religio. This is an amiable feeling ; and no one 
would blame it, if it were pure, or properly directed. 
But how can the same man be the fiiend of liberty 
in one country, and trample upon it in another? 
Strange and mysterious is the state of things here ! 
The victims of political and of commercial tyranny 
meet together on the common soil of a new con- 
tinent ! The descendants of Ireland and of Africa 
are contending for the possession of a foreign land ! 
The present inhabitants affect to depise them both; 
yet they are outvoted by the one, and will be out- 
numbered by the other ! 
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The day after my visit to Canterbury, I removed 
from Brooklyn to Providence, Rbode Island. I had 
received from Mr. May a letter of introduction to 
Dr. Channing, who was at his country seat about 
thirty or forty miles from the city. Thither I pro- 
ceeded to visit him, entirely at the suggestion of 
others ; for, though he had been represented to me 
as a man of an expanded miiid, who would probably 
be desirous of hearing the sentiments entertained in 
Europe on the conduct of those Americans, who 
had restricted the blessings of freedom to mere phy- 
sical enjoyment, " and despised others" on accoimt 
of their skins, yet I thought it more complimentary 
to the Doctor, to apply to him what Dr. Bentley has 
remarked in the case of an epidemical illusion. 
" All honorable men and good citizens would prefer 
to be considered as participating in the excitement, 
than as having been free from it, and opposed to it, 
without ever daring to resist, or check, or reduce 
it." 

After some common-place observations, which the 
ceremony of introduction drew on, I stated, in allu- 
sion to something in the letter I had brought with 
me, that I had, during my residence in America, felt 
deeply interested in the condition of a large portion 
of the community, who appeared to be condemned, 
from no fault or crime on their part, to a state of 
degradation, of which no one who has never been 
out of Europe, could form an adequate concepticm* 

VOL. III. J. 
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I referred, among other instances, to the separation 
at meaU between the two races. The Doctor assert- 
ed, in reply, that the feeling, which induced the 
white man to reject his colored brother from his 
table, was the same with that which excluded the 
servant from hisi master's society ; and that the pre- 
judice, which the feudal Iprd enteii.ained against his 
serf, was analogous to the antipathy of which I had 
given an example. To this I objected, that the dis- 
tinction, of which I spoke, was that of color not of 
rank : that the qualification, required for admittance 
to equality, might be obtained by the domestic^ or 
his descendants, but was out of the reach of the 
Africo-American, till the iBthiopian was enabled to 
change his skin; and that I could not admit the 
analogy, without admitting that the persons, to 
whom it was applied, were to remain and be treslted 
9,s servants, — the very thing against which I was 
contending: — the end I had in view being to classify 
men according to their character and condition, and 
not to confound the learned with the illiterate, or the 
wealthy with the indigent; --an arrangement that 
would be sure to mortify one party and. embanauBS 
the other. As for the serf, he had none of those 
politipal rights which the free black possessed :—rhe 
had the advantages neither of property nor o£ edu^^ 
cation. He was not excluded from social intercomnse 
with freemen of the same class, and was subject to 
no further disabilities than we:^e to be found in. most 
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communities during their progress to refinement*: 
He was not marked as an object of insult and con- 
tempt, wherever he went — he was as much a man as 
his lord — he was not an outcast — a Pariah. 

There were other prejudices in the worid, I was 
told, equally painful to their objects, and equally de- 
serving of our attention. The answer was that they 
were neither permanent nor general — that they were 
neither so odious to those who suflFered from them, 
nor so disgraceful to those who cherished them: 
that few would defend, and none were afraid to con- 
demn them, and that little improvement of the 
human mind could be looked for, while a supersti- 
tion so degrading was permitted to weaken its 
powers and sully its attainments. 

I was assured, that all those colored persons, who; 
had come under the notice of the Doctor, were men 
of indifferent character ; that the whole race were 
remarkable for want of sympathy with one another's 
misfortunes : and that, according to the evidence of 
a correspondent in Philadelphia, the generality of 
those of African descent in that city, were degraded 
to the lowest state. 

To the first assertion I could merely object, that 
the experience of one man ought not to settle a 
question, involving the character and condition of 
millions ; and that a comprehensive conclusion could 
not be drawn from a few limited cases. To the 
9ec<md,' I replied; that all I bad ever heedrd upon the 

l2 
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3ubject from men who differed widely upon other 
points, concurred in ascribing qualities directly the 
reverse of those imputed by him, and that a con- 
trary opinion was so prevalent as to throw suspicion 
on the free blacks, as assistants or accessaries in 
almost every case of escape from slavery. As for 
the testimony of the Fhiladelphian, little credit is 
due to a man, who deposes to facts that may be 
proved to be false by official documents, to be igno- 
rant of which, is to be guilty of injustice towards 
those he condemns. 

The Doctor stated, that he entertained no pre- 
judice himself, being willing to sit at the same table 
with any one, and having remonstrated with the 
driver of a stage for not admitting his colored 
servant into his coach. 

I was at a loss how to express myself upon a 
general subject before a person, who thus, as he had 
frequently done before, applied my observations to 
his own conduct. I contented myself with assur- 
ing him, that I should not have entered so frilly into 
the subject, if he had not said that he was ex^apt 
from the prejudice in question *; though I could not 

• The Doctor must have deceived himself here, or forgotten 
what he said to Mrs. Child, when he pronounc^ his judgmebt 
of her work on the Africo- Americans. He agreed, he told her, 
with her sentiments on slavery, but he disapproved of what 
she had written about equal rights. Such a concession, he 
thought, would lead to amalgamation — an event which he was 
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but think, that a circumstance he had previously 
mentioned, would have afforded the driver a recrimi- 
natory plea, if not a justification. The Doctor had 
acknowledged to me that his black and his white 
servants were in the habit of eating at separate 
tables. The driver might have fairly answered— 
" I do no more in my coach, than you do in your 
kitchen. I wish to please my passengers, you your 
servants. I cannot live without white passengers— 
you can live just as well as you now do with black 
servants." 

A hint was then given that there were different 
races of men, with various degrees of intellect, ac- 
cording to the discoveries of phrenology *. I ob- 

surprised she should view with no abhorrence. Dr. Beecher, 
of Cincinnati, made a similar observation to me. '< Would 
you," said he, " have us sully the pure blood we have received 
from our English ancestors, by such alliances as a closer intimacy 
with the other race would produce ?" 

• ** We undoubtedly feel ourselves to be all of one race ; and 
this is well : we trace ourselves up to one pair, and feel the 
same blood flowing in our veins. But do we understand our 
spiritual brotherhood? Do we feel ourselves to be derived 
from one Heavenly Parent, in whose image we are all mad^ 
and whose perfection we may constantly approach? Do We 
fed that there is one divine life in our own and in all souls? 
This seems to me the only true bond of man to man. Here is 
a tie more sacred, more enduring; than all the ties of this 
earth. Is it felt? and do we in consequence truly honour on6 
another?" — Dr. Ghanning*s Discourses. 
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served tbal this circumstance^ if correctly stated, 
entitled the inferior race to greater indulgence, and 
trailed for increased efforts to supply the deficiency;-^ 
that the correspondence between the material stroe^ 
ture, and the mental operations, was ascribed to the 
influence of the.. latter over the former; and would, 
consequently, lead to an inference directly the 
t^verse of that implied ;--that no one's reception 
in general society depended on the quantity <fr 
the quality of his brain;-and that the proscription, 
against which I protested, was directed eSLclusively 
iagainst the complexion* To an observation that 
none but the imeducated classes were infected with 
this antipathy, I replied by quoting, the literary 
productions of the country, the sermons and speeches 
publicly delivered by its most eminent men, and 
what I had myself witnessed. 

My remarks were declared to be erroneous or irre- 
levant. There was no reason, it was added, to sup- 
pose that any pain or humiliation was inflicted by 
these national customs*. He had never seen any 

• *< We have spoken of the inferiority and worthlessness^ pf 
that dominion over others which has been coveted so greedily 
in all ages. We should rejoice could we convey some just idea 
of its moral turpitude. ..... No outrage, no injury can equi^ 

that which is perpetrated by him who would break down and 
subjugate the human mind ; who would rob men of self-reve- 
rence ; who would bring them to stand more in awe of outward 
authority, than of reason and conscience in their own souls ; who 
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indicfftion of the kind in his own house. He denied 
that antipathy was the cause, and asserted that it 
was the effect of slarery. I qualified what I had 
said upon this subject by referring to that well-known 
operation of the mind by which a reciprocal action 
takes place between two ideas, and that which was 
prior in lime becomes posterior in influence. I n^ay 
perhaps be excused for offering further explanation of 
my meaning, that the opinion, if false, may be corrected. 
We all know that habits are continued and extended 
by the feelings they have created, and how much 
difficulty is experienced in subduing affections long 
after the motives that induced ihem have ceased. 
The negro intdlect stands lower in the estimation of 
a Virginian,' than it did in that of Las Casas, or 
whoever it was that first recommended the employ-* 
ment of African labor. 'This, in one sense, is 
the result of slavery, while in another and in a 
much stronger sense, it upholds it*. The Ma- 
hometans enslave the Christians, because they 

would make himself a standard and law for his race ; and shape, 
by force or terror, the free spirits of others after his own judge* 
ment and will." — Dr. Chaining on Napoleon Bonaparte. 

• Negroes were once not only thought inferior to us, but 
excluded from the rights of humanity. Fuller, in his " Holy 
State, " while drawing a picture of a religious sailor, says :— -. 
" In the taking of a prize he most prizeth the men's lives 
whom he takes ; though some of them may chance to be negroes 
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despise them; and the debasement to whicU 
they reduce them, confirms their contempt. When 
the people of the same nation, as the Afiicans,. 
make slaves of one another, the latter are bettex* 
treated, and no reason against their enfranchisement 
and elevation exists in any disdain that is felt for 
their minds, or in any apprehension of an intermix^ 
ture with their masters. I insisted upon this dis-^ 
tinction, because I feel convinced that if there were 
no prejudice in the northern States, there could be 
no slavery in the southern, while their union con<^ 
tinues. Hence I observed to the Doct(»r, that the 
Indians, who had never, or very rarely, been treated 
as slaves, were suffering under the same sort of con- 
tempt as the blacks; that in those States where 
slavery had been abolished, the prejudice was so 
much more intense than where it still existed, that 
the planters themselves complain of it when thej^ 
bring their slaves with them to the north. 

If, said I, a man is despised not for his crimes, 
but for his own or his father^s misfortunes, such 
injustice ought not to go unpunished or unexposed. 
The Doctor thought the best way to combat the pre- 
judice was to elevate its object. This method I 

or savages ; and it is the custom of some to throw them over- 
board. But our captain counts the image of God neverthelew 
his image, cut in ebony as if done in ivory." 
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conceived was impracticable, as the rejection of 
moral distinctions was the very evil complained of; 
No impression, I was told, could be made by en- 
treaty or remonstrance on habits so long formed; 
and that, therefore, it must be left to time and the 
better conduct of the aggrieved, to convert contumely 
into respect, and obtain those rights which are now 
denied. 

I could not see how the white man's mind was to 
be enlightened from without, when no corrective 
was applied within *. I thought it neither just 
nor judicious to wait till jealousy was subdued 
by the presence of the very attentions and accoiii- 
plishments it dreaded. I alluded to a statement just 
made, that the poorer classes of whites had been 
much offended with the abolitionists for their civility 
to the colored people, and the pains ihey took to 
educate their children. A few minutes after, the 
conversation turned on the difficulty that was felt in 

• " The energy which is to carry forward the intelleot of a 
people, belongs to private individuals, who devote themselves to 
lonely thought, who worship truth, who originate the views 
demanded by their age, who help us to throw off the yoke of 
established prejudices,^* &c. — Dr. Channing on Napoleon. 

** Among these will be ranked, perhaps on the highest 
throne, the moral and religious reformer, who truly merits that 
name ; who rises above his times ; who is moved by a holy 
impulse to assail vicious establishments sustained by fierce pas- 
sions and inveterate prejudices." — Dr. Channing on Milton. 

l3 
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procuring work for the blacks, with whom the whites 
refused to labor. This was a fact, that the Doctor, 
with all his knowledge of the race, had never heard 
of before. " Why," he asked, " should we not en- 
courage them by dealing with them for what we 
want ?" " That," I replied, " would be adding fiiel 
to the flame. It has just been said that the whites 
are much displeased with the kindness shewn them 
•*— how will they feel when their bread is thus taken 
from them by the very people they are jealous of? 
They want no fiivor or preference. All they claim 
is a fair trial; and that the evidence of color may not 
be suffered to outweigh those testimonies from cha- 
racter and, conduct, which decide the merits of other 
men. Society owes them respect in proportion to 
the services they render it." 

I mentioned that I should probably publish an 
account of what I had seen of the colored race in 
America, as, now that our colonial system had been 
changed, the subject would be interesting to many 
in England. The Doctor observed, that he, for one, 
had not the slightest objection that Europe should 
be minutely acquainted with the condition of the 
United States, if the account were just and fair. He 
had just before remarked, that it would be as well if 
the zealous friends of the African race would bestow 
some of their care upon those whom difference of 
rank subjects to exclusion and mortification. I made 
no answer: I could not apply the charge to myself 
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without being guilty of discourtesy by imputing it. 
A suggestion was then made that rather surprised 
me. The Doctor thought that if some great genius 
were to appear among the colored people, the repu- 
tation he would obtain might be extended to his 
brethren, and their lot be ameliorated through the 
admiration and sympathy he would excite for him- 
self and his race. It seemed hard indeed that the 
destiny of nearly three millions of human beings 
should be contingent on the appearance of a miracle ; 
and the redemption of a whole nation be made to 
wait for the Avatar of " a faultless monster." 

The Doctor informed me he had just heard that 
what he had predicted had occurred in our colonieis 
—that the transition from forced to free labor was 
likely to throw many persons out of emplojonent; 
and that freedom would thus be an injury instead of 
a benefit to a large portion of its objects. I replied, 
that the event alluded to, if it should take place, 
would confirm what the abolitionists had asserted, 
and the planters denied; since it would shew that 
the labor of slaves was more costly than that of free 
men, and that the same quantity of work could be 
done with fewer hands under the stimulus of wages; 
th^t the evil, if it was one, would find its own 
remedy, as the surplus number would soon be pro- 
vided for out of that increase of capital which the com- 
pensation money, as well as a more profitable mode 
of agriculture, will create. The difficulty, however, 
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ihai was anticipated has no existence ; for the plant- 
ers complain that the apprentices demand too high 
wages — a proof that labor is not redundant; — and are 
absolutely importing European workmen, — a proof 
that they wish it were so. 

In the course of our discussion, the Doctor declared 
it, as the result of all his reflections on the mattery 
to be his firm conviction, that the best, and only 
way to assist the colored people, (I am obUged to 
repeat this odious expression,) would be to educate 
them in separate schools — in other words, to destroy 
the distinction by continuing it ; and that the abo^ 
litionists had injured their cause by their imptu^ 
dence. It was hardly worth while to answer, that 
no reform, reUgious or poUtical, had ever been car- 
ried on by the " meek and gentle": that the violence 
complained of was the result, and not the occasion, 
of the opposition the cause had met with ; and that 
it would be unjust to punish the client for the faults 
of his advocate *. This view of the subject, indeed, 

* " Men of natural softness and timidity, of a sincere but ef- 
feminate virtue, will be apt to look on these bolder, hardier 
9pirits as violent, perturbed, and uncharitable ; and the charge 
will not be wholly groundless. But that deep feeling of evilst 
which is necessary to effectual conflict with them, and which 
marks God's most powerful messengers to mankind, cannot 
breathe itself in soft and tender accents. The deeply moved 
ioul \nll speak strongly, and ought to speak strong^, 'mm t^ 
move and shake nations." — Dr. Channing on Milton. 
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is hardly reconcileable with the natural 'order of 
erents; which, in questions that concern national 
changes, usually run in the following train : violent 
attack on existing practices — persecution — sympathy 
with the sufferer— reaction in public opinion — re- 
formation. As error never gains firm footing in the 
human mind, unconnected with the imagination or 
the affections, it is hardly fair to expect that truth 
shall prevail without borrowing the weapons of her 
enemy. To treat men as philosophers, in order to 
teach them philosophy, is to be no philosopher 
one's se^f. - 

Throughout the whole of this protracted discus- 
sion, my opponent seemed to take it for granted that 
it turned upon the claims of a race naturally inferiolr 
to our own, — a method of begging the question 
more suited to the predilections of the disputant^ 
than the common rules of logic. That they were 
doomed to be " hewers of wood and drawers of wa- 
ter" appeared to be a reasonable postulate. They 
were invariably spoken of as " servants," whose 
proper place was in the kitchen ; where they were 
to take their meals apart, because they did not com- 
jdain of a distinction, which complaint would render 
more galling ; and because no white servant would 
remain in the establishment, if it were otherwise ar- 
ranged, — a determination so utterly unworthy of no- 
tice, that no man who wishes to be respected by his 
domestics, would allow them to decide upon the 
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usages of his own house, and no great or good mind 
would for a moment place personal convenience m 
collision with a sense of duty/ or sacrifice principle 
to vulgar malevolence. 

When I was told that the prejudice was invincible, 
9nd that no effort, therefore, should be made to 
subdue it, I could not admit either the premises or 
the . conclusion^ unless it were demonstrated that 
truth and reason had lost their influence on the nia- 
tioual mind ; and that it was the result, not the mo-^ 
tive, of human actions, that ought to determine the 
line of our conduct, and regulate the conscience *. 
If Luther and Calvin, I argued, had thus reasoned, 
the world might still have been groaning under the 
yoke of spiritual oppression. The Doctor said it 
was a hardship to be deprived of work by the re- 
fusal of mechanics to associate with men of a differ- 
ent complexion* This reluctance, I begged leave to 
sajr, was encouraged and supported by a similar «- 
fusal, on the part of the wealthierportions of society, 
to admit, under any circumstances whatever, the 

* '* It is an important branch of the minister's duty to bring 
home the general principles of duty to the individual mind ; to 
turn it upon itself; to rouse it to a resolute impartial survey of 
its own responsibilities and ill-deserts. And is not energy 
needed to break through the barriers of pride and self-love, and 
to place the individual before a tribunal in his own breast; as 
solemn and as searching as that which awaits him at the last 
day?"— Dr. Channing*s Discourses. 
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clasB excluded to a paxticipation of the courtesies 
and refinements they enjoyed themselves. The t;ar- 
penter, or blacksmith, was not more aggrieved than 
the clergyman, or the physician ; while the former 
might see in the ignorance of his brother workman 
an excuse, which might be supposed to be wanting 
in the other case. It was not the mere privation of 
a privilege, but the utter hopelessness of ever attain^ 
ing it, that was felt as a grievance. It was the con-^ 
denudation to a state of inferiority and contumely 
that was so galling ; it was the unnatural association 
in the white man's mind between an indelible mark 
that Divine wisdom had impressed on the skin, and 
the character of the wearer, that constituted the 
wrcmg complained of ;— a wrong that nothing could 
ever compensate or soften, an injustice that must 
necessarily expose the son of Africa to oppression 
and opprobrium, and shut him out from the enjoy- 
ment of those rights, which the declaration of his 
country's independence had solemnly promised to 
assure to all within its bosom. 

The Doctor alleged as a proof of his regard for the 
swarthy part of his fellow-citizens, that the « Africgn 
schools 4 Boston had originated with him^a mant . 
festation of kindness little in accordance with a wish 
to abolish distinctions which it is calculated to perpe^ 
tuate *. As contributors to the common prosperity, 

* A large majority of citizens, at a public meeting at Salem» 
(Massachusetts,) lately resolved, ** that the school committee 
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these people have a right to share in the common fimd ; 
to be partakers of the national justice, not recipients 
of the national charity ; to be treated as citizens, not 
as aliens. Why should the schoolmaster make a 
distinction unknown to the tax-gatherer? Whjt 
should there be common duties and separate priri^ 
leges for the great mass of the population, living 
under the same government, speaking the same Ian* 
guage, and professing the same reUgion ? In ev&y 
other case, and in every other country, moral quaU-^^ 
ties, or their presumed signs, are the land-maxka 
between the various ranks, — while from the cradle 
to the grave, the class in question find their phy- 
sical peculiarities operating against them as^a pre- 
sumptive proof of demerit, and a verdict of guilty 
to the good and the bad alike. ^^ How can they 

be instructed to provide a school in some convenient place for 
the instruction of colored children, belonging to the town ; and 
to reiAove said children, now in the public schools^ to said 
school." In the cities, where this class of people are more 
numerous, the schools they attend, are distinct fi*om the rest. 
Where, from reasons of economy, a different arrangement pre- 
vails, it seems that additional expense is to be incurred, with 
the view of gratifying the abominable jealousies of the white 
people, k is easy to see both the motives and the effects of 
this public announcement. It encourages the evil- disposed tf 
the eiample it gives ; and points out the intended victim of 
their brutality, by driving deeper in the brand that marks him^ 
The "higher orders" are guiltless of the slaughter; — thej 
merely put up the game. 
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be our friends," they ask, " who select the most 
susceptible periods of life, to impress on the minds 
of both races, a feeling of hostility and estrange- 
ment, incompatible with benevolent and Christian 
affections ? What cordiality could there ever be 
between orthodoxy and heresy, if their respective 
adherents were studiously separated in the cradle — 
the college — the convivial assembly — the council- 
room — and the cemetery ? " This line of argument 
I could not of course take up in the presence of Dr; 
Channing, though, perhaps, it would be as well for 
hun to remember that the Unitarians were perse- 
cuted because they would not change their creed ; 
while the negro is persecuted because he cannot 
change his complexion. 

The most striking feature in what passed, during 
this interview, was the attempt of a philosopher, to 
find in the extent and intensity of a prejudice a 
reason for its continuance, — to confound the subject 
of superstition with its victim, (as if the best way to 
cure Cotton Mather of witch-finding would have 
been to teach the old women of Salem divinity, of 
as if a monomaniac could be restored to reason by 
placing the object of his illusion in a new position,) 
and to leave the task of correction not to the con- 
science of the proud man, but the conduct of him 
whom he scorns for not havmg the " wedding gar- 
ment " he wears himself. " I should be sorry," said 
the reverend Doctor, " to say any thing that may 
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lessen the sympathy you feel for the blacks.^ I 
assured him that I did not feel for them, because they 
differed from me in complexion, but because they 
resembled me in mind. As one branch of the hi2« 
man family, they are entitled to my sympathy, as 
much as any other. The humblest of them is one 
of those "little ones," to offend whom, is to offend 
the great Father of all. The conversation concluded 
with an observation, from the other side, that pre- 
judices and follies existed in every country, and that 
this was one of the consequences of the existing 
state of society: — a truism I was so little inclined to 
contiovert, that it had formed the ground-work of 
ill that I had been sa}dng. 

As for the inequalities which prevail in the wotld, 
whatever grievances may attend them fall indiscri- 
minately on all, as the wealth, and rank, and Vanity, 
and ambition, in which they originate, change hands. 
One evil can never sanction another ; nor is it st valid 
objection to the reformation of an abuse, that it can- 
not embrace all. I had spoken with considerabte 
warmth and earnestness; but, I trust, without for- 
getting what was due from a stranger to a distin- 
guished man in his own house. I thought it riglit, 
however, to apologize for the excess which had ap- 
peared on my part, both of zeal and of loquacity. I 
should probably have exhibited less of the fontiery If 
there had been more of the latter on the other side. 
But the Doctor throughout was extremely cold and 
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reserved, and seemed to weigh every word before he 
gave it utterance ; — urging me to continue, as if to 
tak^ time for reflection.. Having declined to partake 
ofthe refreshment which was poUtely oflFered me, I 
took my leave of this celebrated writer. 

I have related the details of what passed on this 
occasion with the same object that would lead an 
Eastern traveller to record the opinions of a high-caste 
Brahmin. What an humiliating contrast does the ac^- 
knowledged cradle of civilization present with its 
l>oasted asylum! How great is the difference be- 
tween the convert to Unitarianism in the east, and 
its champion in the west ! — between Rammohun Roy 
and Dr. Channing! The Shaster could not take 
away moral courage from the one, nor the Bible give 
it to the other. In the darkest ages of cruelty and 
ignorance, the cause of truth and justice has found 
its Mends and martyrs. But who, in the whole 
compass of American literature, has stood up against 
-the brutal superstition of his country? What will 
posterity say, when they see, among the most distin^ 
guished of her writers, not one solitary instance of a 
man who was willing to sacrifice the paltry ambition 
of the hour to principle; — not one who could rise 
above the infected atmosphere around him ; — not one 
whoi had mind enough to perceive the gross idolatry 
of his contemporaries, or heart enough to denounce 
it? — while the few who are destined to take the lead 
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as moral teachers, have been reproved for their bold- 
ness by those who have usurped the throne, and are 
repelled from a nearer approach by the very persons 
who ought to have honored them with their applqnse, 
and aided them with their co-operation. 

A few days after my visit to Dr. Channing, I was 
informed by one of his fnends, who had just seen 
him, that he had called me an '^ enthusiast*': — an 
appellation that implies the same difference between 
his feelings and mine, that the word '^ heretic'' does 
between his opinions and those of his orthodox .op- 
ponents. 

Before I left America, the Doctor pireached a s^- 
mon against slavery, — in conseqiuence, I was told, of 
what had passed between us. But that could not be 
the case, as 1 had said nothing to him on the sub* 
ject; having purposely separated the question as it 
bears on the South and on the North, and confining^ 
my observations to the prejudice that prevails in the 
latter,— a point, I think, of greater importance, be^ 
cause I believe the other hangs upon it. The dis- 
tinction was well drawn by a Haytian, while cbilr 
versing with an American, from whom I had tibe 
anecdote. " If I were a white," said he, " I would 
submit to treatment from the Algerines or Tripoli- 
tans, from which neither William of England, nor 
Louis Philip of France, would be exempted : but I 
would rather die than suffer the infliction of chains 
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on account of my skin." The first case he viewed 
as a chance of war — a right of conquest: the other 
an outrage to humanity — a personal insult. 

An incident that occurred some years back in Ken- 
tucky, shews how completely the very existence of 
American slavery depends upon the prejudice against 
color, — diverting the sense of justice, and the sym- 
pathy due to human suffering, from their natural 
channels. ** A laudable indignation*', says the Em- 
porium of Louisville, " was universally manifested 
among our citizens, and even among our blacks, on 
Saturday last, by the exposure of a woman and tw6 
children for sale by public auction, at the front of our 
principal tavern. This woman and children were as 
white as any of our citizens: indeed, we scarcely ever 
saw a child with a fairer or clearer complexion than the 
younger one. That they were not slaves, we do not 
pretend to say; but there was something so revolting 
to the feelings at the sight of this woman and chil- 
dren exposed to sale by their young master, — ^it ex- 
cited such an association of ideas in the mind of every 
one, — ^it brought to recollection so forcibly the mo- 
rality of slave-holding Stated, — that not a person wais 
found to make an offer for them." 

The account of this interview, which I had read 
from my journal to some of the Doctor's friends, I 
was particularly requested not to publish; as they 
thought it might injure our cause, by exciting a feel- 
ing of hostility to it among those who are attached 
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to hin^. This consideration, if it be valid, affoids an 
additional reason why I should publish it ; as it shews 
what are the chief obstacles that obstruct a fair and 
impartial inquiry into this momentous subject. If 
friendship is to stand in the way of justice, and hu- 
manity wait upon personal feeling,— -let it be known^ 
that we may not over-rate our forces. I replied, that 
I never would admit such a principle : we must kK>k 
to Truth, and not to Socrates* The greater part of 
my manuscript was seen by several of my American 
friends^ and they approved of it. Any alterations it; 
may have undergone, were made with a view to 
ae£ten what might be thought harsh. I mention this 
to prove honesty of intention. I insist on it no fur- 
ther. If I am to lose their respect, be it so. I shdll 
at least retain my own. If I have done any man in-, 
justice, the same motive which led to an unintentional 
wrong, wiU prompt a free and an open repamtion. 

That the Unitarians, as a body, should, while they 
profess to be the fearless and unbiassed advocates of 
freedom, have as yet done nothing to shew their 
sincerity, by putting into practice those principles 
which have cost nobler men their lives or thdr 
fortunes, is, however discreditable to America, no 
matter for siuprise. What Jew will admit ham to 
his table, when the High Priest will not eat' pork ? 
Parties, coteries, and sects are governed by theb 
leaders. Whether in politics, literature, or refigion^ 
'' man-worship,'' as it is termed, seems to be the 
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£si8hion of the country. People admire the dial^plate^ 
and forget the works which alone give it value. 
The Unitarians know their duty, but they dare not 
act up to it*. In the Christian Examiner, one of 
their periodical publications (1830), is the following 
passage : ^^ There is nothing more humbling than 
the history of prejudices, when they have ceased to 
awaken any feelings .... We feel that, there must 
be a want of generosity in the breast that harbors 
and defetids them, and that nothing can be done fox 
moral or intellectual improvement till they are done 
away. But such prejudices become alarming, when 
they come armed with the authority of numbers. 
Then truth lies brow-beaten and still, leaving its 
wrongs to be redressed by the reformer, Time. The 

• The Pope at Rome was more liberal two hundred years 
ago, than the " liberals '* at Boston are now. The Catholic 
missionaries in Africa received instructions from home, in 1633, 
requiring them to put a stop to the slave-trade. ** Les mis- 
sionaires Capu^ins re^urent une lettre dn Cardinal Cibo, au nom 
du sacr^ college. Elle cdntenait des plaintes ameres suf la 
continuation de la vente des esclaves, .et des instances pour 
faire cesser enfin cet odieux usage. Mais ils virent peu d'ap* 
parence de pouvoir executer les ordres du Saint Siege, parce 
que lie commerce du pays consiste uniquement en ivoire et dans 
la traite des esclaves." — Prevot. Histoire Generale des Voyages, 
12, 186. 
■ The missionaries succeeded in excluding the English from the 
trade. — Tlie latter *' made up " for the interruption afterwards. 
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prejudice passes from breast to breast, and from 
generation to generation. Though in the hearts of a 
few, it was an obstinate and passive affection, in the 
hearts of many, it grows savage, blood-thirsty, and 
revengeftd." A recent number of this journal con- 
tains a defence of slavery, or sucli a palliation of its 
guilt, as amounts to a vindication. Not long ago a 
promise was made to Mr. May, that an article he 
had written in favor of emancipation, should be 
inserted hi its columns. It was not, howeTer, 
admitted ; the refusal being accompanied with thii 
observation. ^^ tt would be against the interest of 
the work to publish such an essay in it.'' 

Before I left Providence, I had the pleasure of 
being introduced to the venerable Moses Biown^ 
then in his ninety-sixth year — a consistent member 
of the Society of Friends, who, when the rights of 
the negro were litfle known and less cared for, 
carried out into unrestricted practice, more than 
sixty years ago, the great principle that ^^ all men 
are to be protected in the possession of personal 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness." Not only 
did this upright Quaker emancipate his slaves : he 
scrupulously paid them the difference between the 
value of the labor he had drawn from them, while in 
his ^^ service," and the food and clothing he had 
given them. I was presented by one of the most 
active abolitionists in the city (George Bens6n) with a 
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copy of the manumission papers, drawn up by him 
yand properly attested, on this occasion. The docu- 
ment is dated the 10th of the 11th Month, 1773. 

In the preamble the writer says : " Whereas I am 
clearly convinced that the buying and selling men of 
what color soever as slaves, is contrary to the 
Divine mind, manifest in the consciences of all men, 
however some may smother and neglect its reprov- 
ings, and being also made sensible that the holding 
negroes in slavery, however kindly treated by their 
masters, has a great tendency to encourage the 
iniquitous traffic and practice of importing them 
from their native country, and is contrary to that 
justice, mercy, and humility, enjoined as the duty of 
eveiy Christian, I do therefore, " &c. 

Speaking of one, a child of two years of age, he 
says: " She having the same natural right, I hereby 
give her the same power, as my own children, to 
take and use her freedom, enjoining upon my heirs 
a careful watch over her for her good, and that they, 
in case I betaken hence, give her suitable education ; 
or, if she be bound out, that they take care in that 
and all other respects as much as to white children,'^ 
&c* Addressing the objects of his kindness, he 
thus expresses himself. " For the encouragement to 
such sober prudence and industry, I hereby give to 
die first six named, the other three having good 
trades, the use of one acre of land, as marked off on 
my farm, as long as you improve it to good purpose. 

VOL. III. M 
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I now no longer consider you lus slaves, nor myself 
as jour master, but your friend ; and, so long as you 
behave well, may you expect my further counte- 
nance, support, and assistance," &c» ^^ Receive 
your liberty with a humble sense of its being a 
favor from the great King of heav^i and earth, 
who, through his light that shines upon the con- 
sciences of all men, black as well as white, thereby 
sheweth us what is good, and that the Lord's re- 
quiring each of us to do justice, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with our God, is the cause of this 
ray duty to you. Be therefore watchful and attentive 
to that divine teaching in your own minds," &c. 

Moses Brown was a member of the Pennsylvania 
Society, incorporated by the legislature of the State 
in 1789, for promoting the abolition of slavery. His 
name appears on the list among those of Franklin, 
Rush, Jay, Benjamin West, Granville Sharp, Thomas 
Day (author of Sandfbrd and Merton), Thomas 
Clarkson, Richard Price, David Barclay, William 
Pitt, J. C. Lettsom, I'Abb^ Raynal, and le Marquis 
de la Fayette. 

The act which/ passed, in 1780, for the gradual 
abolition of slavery in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, has this sentiment in the preamble. " Weaned 
by along course of experience from those narrow pre- 
judices and partialities we had imbibed, we find our 
hearts enlarged with kindness and benevolence, to- 
wards men of all conditions and nations ; and we 
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eonceiTe ourselves at this particular period eic* 
tr£U>rdinarilj called t^on by the blessings ire have 
received to manifest the sincerity of our profession^ 
and to give a substantial proof of our gratitude*'' * 

Rhode Island, while yet a colony^ prohibited 
slavery so early as the middle of the 17th century. 
This fact was discovered among the records of the 
State, and communicated to the public through one 
of its journals, by the benevolent father of the 
aboUtionists. The document is as follows* 

* At a general court, held at Warwick, the 18th of 
May, 1652. Whereas there is a common couarse 
practised among Englishmen to buy negroes to 
that end they may have them for service or slaves for 
ever r for the preventing of such practices among us, 
let it be ordered, that no black mankind, or white 
being, shall be forced by covenant, bond, or otherwise, 
to serve any man or his assignees, longer than ten 
years, or untTl they come to be twenty-four years of 
age, if they be taken in under Doairteen, &om the time 

* Henry the Eighth of England, in emancipating two of his 
YiUeins, made use of an expression closely resembling what 
may be found in the above document. " Whereas God 
created all men free; but af):erwards the laws and customs of 
nations subjected some under the yoke of servhude, we think 
it is pious and meritorious with God, to manumit Henry 
Knight, a tailor, and John Heme, a husbandman, our natives, 
as being bom within the manor of Stoke Cljrmmysland, in our 
county of Cornwall," &c 

M 2 
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of their coming within the liberties of this colony ; — 
at the end or term of ten years to set them free, as the 
manner is with the English servants. And that man, 
that will not let them go free, or shall sell them away 
elsewhere, to that end they may be enslaved to 
others for a longer time, he or they shall forfeit to 
the colony forty pounds." Moses Brown gives the 
names of the members from whom this memorable 
enactment proceeded. It appears, from it, that 
whites as well as blacks were slaves, and distin- 
guished from the " redemptioners." It was at that 
time, and long after, the policy of European govern- 
ments to prohibit the emigration of mechanics and 
artisans* Labor was therefore extremely scarce 
in the new world; and its high price led to the 
enormity, which the law thus attempted to prevent. 

Though Rhode Island was the first to abolish 
slavery, it was the last to give up the profits of the 
slave-trade, and still encourages the system by pu- 
nishing, with a fine of 300 dollars and five or three 
years' imprisonment, any one who assists a slave to 
escape. The citizens of this State carried on the 
abominable traffic long after it had been declared 
illegal by the general government. About ten 
years ago, a vessel belonging to a Rhode-islander, 
was seized and condemned for having been en- 
gaged in the slave-trade. No buyer, however, 
could be found, when the sale took place, among 
his fellow-citizens; till the confiscated goods were 
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at last purchased by a Bostonian, who had come 
from Massachusetts for the express purpose. Such 
was the general indignation against this man for 
daring to brave public opinion, which had mani- 
fested itself so strongly in favor of the slave-trader, 
that he was seized by the people, who had assem^ 
bled on the occasion, and his ears were cut off. 
This anecdote was told me by Mr, Peter A. Jay*, of 
New York, — a man little inclined by sympathy with 
the blacks to exaggerate on the subject, as he re- 
marked, at the same time, that the slaves were ge*- 
nerally well treated, and that he had never known 
one, who had been manumitted and turned out well. 
As he had not been into the South, he probably 
spoke the sentiments of others. He added that his 
country had done itself honor by abolishing slavery 
in so many States. If the hmnanity, for which Mr. 
Jay vouched, be like the justice, of which he 
boasted, the poor slave has but a sorry protec- 
tion. The colored man owes nothing to the Ma- 

* Mr. Peter A. Jay, who is descended from a Huguenot family, 
which the fame of his father, during the struggle for American 
liberty, has rendered illustrious, is well known in New York 
for the active aid he affords to its numerous charities. His 
brother (Mr. William Jay) has just excited an extraordinary 
interest in America, by a work entitled " An Inquiry into the 
Colonization and Anti- Slavery Societies". It will probably be 
republished in this country; and the proceeds of the sale will 
form a scholarship for a colored student at the Auburn Theo- 
logical Seminary* 
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numission Societj or his country's legislature. Hb 
master's -vdiip was more tolerable than the finger of 
icom now pointed at him. An American citizen 
has as much right to social equality as an American 
bondman to personal freedom. In denying- the for* 
mer, the North has lost what litde merit there was 
in granting the latter. 

The following is extracted from a memorial pre* 
•ented to the legislature of Connecticut in 18^4, 
and signed by a long list of its most distinguished 
constituents. ^' The white man cannot labor upon 
«qtud terms with the negro. Those who hare just 
emerged from a state of barbarism or slarery hftve 
few artificial wants. Regardless of the decencies of 
life, and improvident of the fiituTe, the black can 
afford his services at a lower price than the white 
aian. And as he is, in caste, below the influence of 
pubUc opinion, he seldom hesitates in supplying 
any contingent wants, without the ceremony of 
contracts, or the effi)rts of toil. If native indolence 
should deter him from this course, he b9» no com- 
punctions in supplying himsdf from the public 
store-bouse, as a legal pauper. Whenever they 
come into competition, therefore^ the white man is 
deprived of ipmployment, or is forced to labor for 
less than he requires. He is compelled to yield 
the market to the Aftican^ and, with his frunily, 
ultimately becomes the tenant of an aims-bottse^ or 
is driven from the State, to seek a better lot in 



COAP* jxxsl] mukoo svebywhbrs. 347 

Western wilds. Thus have thousands of our most 
valuable citizens been banished from home and 
kindred, for the accommodation of the most de- 
based race that the civilized world has ever seen, 
and whom the false philosophy of enthusiasts is 
hourly inviting to deprive us of the benefits of civi- 
lized society." 

The above picture will be rather a " poser" to 
our protesting peers. — Instead of the whites driving 
awny the blacks^ the blacks are driving away the 
whites. What a curious country ! the same people 
fure driven from the South because the negro is a 
dave, and from the North, because he is free. The 
West, however, gains by it. Here they may min- 
gle their teajs together, and exchange consolation. 
But they will not escape, even in the wilderness ; 
the horrid black man will find them out some day« 
It is a hard case: --the African is the evil genius of 
the American. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Boston. — Blind distinguishing colors. — Judge Story's Charge.— 
** Row" at Harvard University. — Nunnery humt down by Bos- 
ton Mob. — Brotherly Love between Protestants and Calholics 
mutual. — LowelL — American Manufactures. — School at Ca^ 
naan. — Daniel Webster. — Students driven from Lane Semi- 
nary.— Academical ** Gag-laws," 

At Boston, to which place I went on the 1st of. 
September, I saw a cousin of Peter Vicey, She 
gave the same account of what passed in Virginia, 
on the establishment of their claim to liberty, as 
was given me by the colonists in Ohio. She was 
married to a man, of whom I heard a very favora- 
ble report from Mr. Child. She stated that she had 
had great difficulty in obtaining her papers of free* 
dom from the agent, William Wickham, as he re- 
fused to let her have them, because she would not 
accompany the party who had gone into Ohio. 
When she had at last succeeded in her object, he 
told her there was money due to her, and he would 
remit it to her at Boston, whither she was going. 
She applied for it . several times, through a lawyer ; 
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but not one cent did she ever get from William 
Wickham. Her husband informed me that a friend 
had once seen a icopy of Mr. Gist's will in Virginia, 
but had forgotten the contents. 

Among the many instances which 1 was doomed 
to hear of the national bigotry, were one or two 
particularly deserving of notice. It is an esta- 
blished fact that blindness is more prevalent among 
the blacks than the whites ; yet none of them are 
allowed to partake of the benefits which the asylum, 
lately established at Boston, affords to those who 
are afflicted with this infirmity. There was an ap- 
plication made for admission, by persons who had 
befiiended a poor colored child that was blind, — 
but without effect, though the inhabitants of the 
town where he lived, petitioned the legislature in 
his favor. Those with whom the election rested 
decided against him. A letter from one of the poor 
boy's friends, (Benjamin Davenport,) to a member of 
the legislature says, " the reason assigned was be- 
cause he had a colored skin. The Governor in- 
formed me that he had no objection to granting 
him a certificate; but the Trustees objected. He 
also informed me, that the Institution received 
nearly 3000 dollars last year from the unexpended 
appropriation to the deaf and dumb, making about 
9000 dollars from the State last year. 1 understand 
the objection made by Dr. Howe, who seems to be 
the Principal of the Institution, is, if they should 

M 8 
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\iKve pupils from the Sonth, tlieir parents or friends 
would not like to have them in the same school 
with colored children. I am not aware that the 
legislature intended anjr distinction of color, when 
thejr made the grant ; nor do I believe ihej would 
eonntenance it.** The boy, thus rejected, was re* 
mariLable for goodness of disposition and acuteness 
ot mind. Dr. Howe is well known in America as a 
niilhellenist.- 

Another instance refers to the case of juvenile of*- 
liMiders, who were declared to be inadmissible at the 
house of reformation, on account of their complexion. 
But, pertiaps, the strongest example of this vile feel^ 
ing is to be seen in the conduct of Judge Story, while 
addressing a jury, who were trying a white man on 
a charge of murder. The victim of his savage 
ferocity was the steward or cook of a vessel he 
commanded. He had beaten and flogged him till 
he died. Three colored men of unexceptionable 
c}iaracter deposed to the feet, of which they had 
been eye-witnesses. All suspicion of concert or 
collusion between the witnesses was precluded by 
the variation in its details of the evidence they 
gave. The defence was that the deceased had died 
from the effects of sickness, and not from the blows 
he had received. His wife, however, swore that he 
was in good health when he left her ; that she had 
never heard of his having been ill ; and that he had 
always bad an excellent constitution. The prisoner 
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was acquitted ; the judge having told the jury thai 
they must deduct from the weight of testimony, 
produced by the witnesses, the probable influence 
of their prejudices against a man of a di£ferent co- 
lor from their own. No allusion whatever was 
made to a similar feeling on the other side ; though 
it was just as likely to* operate in favor of a white 
man as against him. Any one unacquainted with 
the state of the public mind and the character of 
the judge, would have supposed that the whities 
alone were the victims of an unreasonable preju* 
dice. 

Such an observation from the bench, in open 
court, in a trial for a brutal assault, accompanied 
with frital effects and very suspicious circumstances, 
proclaims more clearly and more strikingly the dia^ 
foolical spirit which pervades the nation, than a 
thousand anecdotes illustrative of what is practised 
by individuals in private life. Public opinion took 
part with the accused, and the judge congratulated 
him on an acquittal, by which his ^^ character was 
fully vindicated." 

When the examination of the public schools 
took place last year, the African schools, as they 
are called, were omitted in the list advertised, 
though it was particularly requested that a no- 
tice, relative to them, should be inserted at the 
same time in the papers. The pupils that attend 
them were not allowed to join in the procession, 
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which greeted the President when he arrived in the 
city on his tour. The reason alleged was, that it 
would be offensive to a southerner if the colored 
children should turn out to receive him. A white 
man, who had the care of one of these schools, 
was convicted of having been in the habit of cor- 
rupting the morals of the young women under his 
care. He protested his innocence, and complained 
that all his predecessors had labored unjustly under 
the same imputation. The proofs against him were 
conclusive of his guilt, yet he was continued in his 
place under some pretence or other. His prede- 
cessors were probably as bad as himself. Few care 
for these children ; their virtues are a reproach to 
those who despise them. Why should they be pu- 
nished or checked by the scomer, who encourage 
and promote those vices that give him an excuse for 
his contempt ? He ought to thank them for help* 
ing him to keep the " niggers " down. A proper 
teacher is now appointed to the school in question. 

During the preceding summer the spirit of in- 
subordination had exhibited itself at Harvard Uni- 
versity, with a degree of violence that called for strong 
measures of repression. One of the Freshman-class 
had insulted the Greek tutor, by telling him, when 
informed that it was expected he would translate 
whatever passage or word was proposed to him, 
that " he should pay no attention to the request." 
" I do not recognise your authority," was his expres«> 
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sion. He refused to make any apology, and left 
the college, with permission, and without censure 
from the authorities. The junior class, though 
urged by him not to interfere, espoused his cause 
with great warmth, and proceeded, from one step to 
another, in a course of outrage and annoyance, in- 
consistent with every principle of academical disci* 
pline. They broke the windows and furniture of 
the offending teacher, assaulted both the officers of 
the institution and the watch employed to protect 
the property of the college ; and interrupted at va- 
rious times, by noises and brawlings, the religious 
services of the place. This rebellious disposition 
extended itself to the whole body of the under- 
graduates ; and the senior class issued a circular,' 
with no address, but with ample meaning. By this 
document, they came forward as the vindicators of 
their younger associates, and the accusers of the 
president, who had threatened an appeal to the legal 
tribunals of the country, if the riots were not dis- 
continued. This resolution they characterised as 
indiscreet, and incompatible with the relation in 
which he stood of father to the pupils. After much 
discussion on both sides, with the usual accompani- 
ments of misrepresentation and disingenuousness 
imputed and retorted, the whole Sophomore (or se- 
cond-year) class, .except three, were dismissed, — 
re-admissible, however, after the ensuing commence- 
fnent, on passing a fresh examination and producing 



tii TOUB IN THB UinTED STATES. [CSAP. XXXi 

certificates of good conduct. Of the freshman-cUun 
several were dismissed for various periods, and for 
various offences. Indictments were found against 
three of the Sophomores for trespass, and another 
against one of them for an assault upon the college- 
watch at night. Seven of the senior class were 
dismissed for an indefinite time ; or, as the phrase is 
with us, rusticated sine die. 

All these matters were laid before the Board of Over- 
seers, who appointed a committee of inquiry, adopted 
the report it laid before them, and resolved, at a meet- 
ing held by them at the council chamber,- Aug. 25th, 
1 884, — " 1st. That the students of Harvard Universily 
have no just or equitable claim to exemption firom pro- 
secution before the civil and criminal tribunals of 
the commonwealth for trespasses upon property or 
against persons, whether belonging to the University 
or otherwise. 2dly. That the proceedings of the 
President and Faculty of Harvard University, on 
the occasion of the^ recent riots and disturbances 
among the students at that seminary, meet with the 
entire approbation of the board. 3dly. That the cir- 
cular published in the name of the senior class of Har- 
vaxd University, relating to the recent riotous disturb- 
ances among the students at that seminary, is of a 
disorderly character, and entirely inconsistent with 
the station and duties of undergraduates at the Uni- 
versity." 

The committee, while it condemned the con- 



CHAP. ZXX.] ACADEMICAL DISCIPUITB.. 286 

duct of the students, employed language as little 
appropriate to the rank of its members as to the 
oliyect they profess to have in yiew— of calming 
aiwi preveoting the effervescence of juvenile irri- 
tability. The following passage from the report will 
shew how little the excited state of feeling had 
cooled down among tltose who framed or adopted it. 
" It is time that all the students of Harvard Uni- 
versity should distinctly understand, that they have 
no privilege of immunity for acts of violence and 
oul^age against persons or property, even though 
belonging to the University. That if one portion of 
them will brutalize themselves by deeds fit only for 
the most debased of the human species, and if the 
other portion of them, to screen them from detection 
and punishment, will have neither eyes to see nor 
ears to hear, nor a tongue to speak the truth, there 
are tribunals in the country armed with powers not 
only to repair the damages of property destroyed or 
purloined, but to compel the delivery of testimony, 
and to tear from their bosoms, upon the pains and 
penalties of perjury, the guilty secret of crimes com- 
mitted, by their associates. That the exemption 
from the grasp of these tribunals is an indulgence 
always within the discretion of the government of 
the University to withdraw ; and that, if they claim 
from the president and instructors, who superintend 
their education, the tenderness and forbearance of 
parents towards their children, it must be upon the 
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just and equitable conditioD, that they shall fashion 
their conduct towards those, their adopted parents, 
by the rules of subordination and of submission en- 
joined by the laws of God and man upon the 
dutiful child." 

The circular of the senior class is composed in a 
to^e of defiance and accusation, that even the in*- 
temperate language it elicited from the authorities, 
would not have justified. Some of the passages are 
curious ; as they illustrate, in a most striking man* 
ner, the deep-rooted alienation that eidsts between 
the northern and southern sections of the Union. 
" We understand," say these youthful malcontents, 
" that the president has publicly denied ever having 
declared to southerners that he did not wish any of 
them in the college, or advised them to go somewhere 
else ; but, on investigation, we find that there are 
many, who are willing to testify on oath, when it 
shall be required, that he has used such language 
towards them. Such observations may be forgotten 
by those who make them ; but they are not soon or 
readily effaced from the memory of those to whom 
they are addressed." The circiilar terminates with 
these words : — '^ After a careful investigation of 
facts, we are of opinion that the late disturbances in 
the University have not been altogether ^withdnt 
cause or apology,' as stated in the president's cir- 
cular ; and, although we declare our decided disap- 
probation of all the depredations and outrages which 
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have been cominitted, yet we must say, they are not 
without provocation, and that the guilt lies by no 
means upon the students alone. 
. ^* Perhaps the circumstances which we have re- 
lated, have been only the immediate occasion of the 
recent disturbances. The causes have been long in 
operation. Besides the local prejudices to which 
we have above alluded, the manners of President 
Quincy towards many of the students have not been 
such as to conciliate their esteem or affection. His 
defective memory, and the natural impetuosity of his 
character, often give him the appearance of acting 
in an arbitrary and capricious manner ; and though 
his friends allow his sincerity and integrity, yet it 
cannot be wondered at, that many of the students^ 
whom he has not made his friends, should entertain 
a different opinion* In relating these circumstances, 
we have endeavoured to be as impartial as possible, 
and have stated no fact, for the truth of which we 
have not obtained positive evidence." 

One of the riotous students, having entered a plea 
of nolo contendere, was fined twenty dollars knd 
costs on one indictment, and ten dollars with costs 
on another. Other punishments followed — to what 
amount or in how many cases I know not. Disci- 
pline was restored, and nothing occurred to prevent 
or disturb the " Commencement." 

On the 8th I left Boston, with two friends, for 
Concord, in New Hampshire, and proceeded next 
day to Canaan, through Andover — upwards of 100 
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miles from the fonner citj. Fart of the way the 
driver of the stage had six horses in hand. He 
told me he sometimes drove eight in that way. As 
we came ont of Bostcm, we passed the ruins of a 
Catholic convent, which had not long before been 
destroyed by a mob, excited by a spirit of religions 
intolerance against an innocent community of help* 
less women and children. They had befn told that 
a young person was forcibly confined there; and, 
having been prepared for any kind of violence by 
some inflammatory sermons thathad just been preach^ 
ed from an orthodox pulpit, these advocates for 
■ummary conviction, and speedy panishment, as- 
aembled in full force and fiiry at the doors of the 
hated building, and set fire to it. The inmates, who 
were allowed some sort of warning, fled with the ut- 
most fear and precipitation, and escaped with the loss 
of all their property, but the little they had on them ; 
having sufiered much in their attempts to get away*. 
These outrages were but a continuance, in another 
form, of what had been enacted at New York, 
Philadelphia, and other places. The monster, which 
the public press had unmuzzled and unchained, was 

* Some of the pupils were Protestants. One of tbam* 
when she first went to the convent, objected to the term 
'* Superior/' She acknowledged no superior, she said. Perhaps 
she thought that as ** Governor" does not mean Superior, 
** Superior ** could not mean Governess. ** Subject " sounds 
harsh and insulting to American ears, though its conrelathre 
** government" is in constant use. 
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iomng for hia piey ; and those who had tamed him 
out of his den, now began to tremble for themselves. 
Various schemes were deidsed to tame him ; and a 
municipal force was talked of against erils, which 
were no longer to be tolerated because they were in- 
discriminate. The nation, it was said, wa« disgraced 
b^ such proceedings ; and the same men, who had 
wged the populace to put down discussion by force, 
now complained that reUgious liberty was endanger* 
ed by the excesses they had themselves suggested 
end sanctioned. 

Hieie were about sixty female children, besides 
adults, in the CharlestcNQ eonyent when it was 
attacked : — one of the latter in the last stage of cour 
sumption, another subject to convulsion fits, and the 
unconscious cause of the riot in a state of delirium, 
brought on by the violence committed. When the 
fiie-«ngines arrived from the city, those who had the 
ehaxige of them refused to work them. All this was, 
aa the Committee of Inquiry reported, " perpetrated 
in the presence of men vested with authority, and of 
multitudes of citizens, while not one arm was lifted 
in defence of helpless women and children, or in 
vindication of the violated laws of God and man* 
The spirit of violence, -sacrilege, and plunder, reigned 
triumphant. Crime alone seemed to confer coumge, 
while humanity, manhood, and patriotism, quailed or 
jBtood irresolute and confounded in its presence/' T%^ 
committee speak of the outrage as ^^an event of feariial 
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unport, as well as the profoundest shame and humili- 
ation." " It has come upon us," they say, " like the 
shock of an earthquake, and has disclosed a state of 
society and of public sentiment, of which we believe 
no man was before aware." No wonder, indeed, 
that the profoundest ignorance of the true state of 
the country should prevail, when such sentiments ^ 
the following: could be addressed to the community 
by Aose, who were e.p,e»Iy .ppotaud to inrj. 
gate the causes of this attack upon its tranquillity : — 
sentiments, that pay homage to vulgar prejudice at 
the very moment its bitter fruits are reprobated — 
sentiments, that encourage religious intolerance, 
while those, who utter them, would arrest the hand 
it has put in motion. " They lay aside " — I quote 
the very words of the Committee,—" they lay aside 
all questions of indemnifying the sufferers, as means 
of aiding in the support of the Catholic faith. Of their 
individual feelings and opinions upon that subject, 
their fellow-citizens can have no doubt; but they 
look upon the obligations of justice as of higher im- 
port, and more deeply affecting our welfare as a 
political community." The first prisoner tried on a 
capital indictment for this riot was acquitted. 

There is a bitter feeling of animosity in many 
parts of the Union against the Catholics. TTie 
Secretary of the Hartford County Education Society 
said in his report in 1833 : " Who that loves his 
country or the true church of God, can be willing to 
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see Popery spread over, the land ? — a religion essen- 
tially at variance with all our civil and our religious 
institutions : — a religion, of which it has been truly 
said, that if it does not find a people vicious, it will 
soon make them so." " Beloved brethren," says Dn 
Scuddertothe pious yoimg men of the Methodist, 
B|ptist, &c., " you may live to see the day when 
the Popish Inquisition shall be transferred to Ame- 
rica. You may live to see the day, when your Prof 
testant brethren in the West will be obliged to lay 
down their lives by refusing to pay their supreme 
adoptions to a piece of bread. You may live to see 
the day, when the blood-thirsty Roman Priests, who 
Jjiiave sworn to do all they can to extirpate those out 
c^ their communion, plunge their daggers into their 
bosoms, and witness rivers of blood flowing down 
your streets. You may live to see the day, when 
another Papal monster j just made drunk with the 
blood of saintft, and with the blood of the martyrs 
of Jesus, will go, at the head of a procession, to the 
Church of Saint Mark, to return thanks to Almighty 
God for such a horrible massacre," &c. 

The above extracts are from a work printed and 
published at Boston in 1833. A passage in one of 
the notes may almost be supposed to have led to the 
Charleston outrage. ^^ It is a subject which demands 
the most serious consideration of the judicial depart- 
ment of our nation, whether they should allow Roman 
Catholic priests to establiish nunneries where the 
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^ black veiV is taken.^ Sacli, in fact, are prisons in 
which females are kept locked up for ever. It is tme 
they enter them voluntarily at first ; but the question 
is, do they voluntarily remain there ? It should be 
remembered that they are introduced into them at a 
tender age, &c. They have no hopes of escape. 
The bare mention of a wish to leave, might, in mayy 
instances,^ be followed with a deadly poisonous 
draught." 

Allusions are made of a nature too indelicate to be 
quoted. The Catholics are not behind their oppo» 
nents in illiberahty, if we may judge from certain re- 
solutions they lately passed at New Orleans, against 
a Presbyterian minister, for slandering them in an 
address he had delivered at Hartford, in Connecticut. 
After stating that his congregation had not succeeded 
in exculpating him from the charge, they resolved, 
that his residence among them was fraught with 
danger to the peace of the community; — that he be 
requested to leave the city;— and that, "notwith- 
standing the people of New Orleans would be pleased 
to enjoy the fevorable opinion of their Northern 
brethren, yet they will never consent to sacrifice their 
own self-respect by adopting their opinions, and by 
becoming the dupes of a fanatical and aspiring 
priesthood." 

A New Orleans paper calls the meeting on this 
occasion " one of the largest, decidedly, which ever 
took place" in that city. 
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Had it not been for the Catholic Bishop, the Irish 
at Boston and in the neighborhood would bare re** 
taliated on the Protestant churches, and the college 
at Cambridger, for the insult thus offered to their re-^ 
ligion. It was said they had provided themselves 
with arms. The dislike which prevails almost uni- 
versaHy against the Irish, does not originate entirely 
in religious differences. One of its most firuitM 
sources is the jealousy of the working-classes, who 
consider them intruders, and complain that they take 
the bread out of their mouths, by overstocking the 
labor-market. One man observed to me; that a law 
ought to be passed to send them back to Europe : — 
aiaiother said that such a law had passed. Senti- 
maits of this kind met my ear wherever I went. 
Scarcely any one stood up in defence of a people 
whose faults would cease or be softened down by the 
removal of those insults which aggravate, if they have 
not produced, them. 

We passed through Lowell, — the embiyo-Man- 
ehester of the United States. The persons employed 
in the factories were well-dressed, and appeared to be 
m easy circumstances. A committee, appointed by 
the Friends of American Industry, to inquire into the 
state of the cotton manufactures, reported, in 1882, 
that " In many factories the proprietors have insti- 
tuted savings' banks, to encourage the economy of 
the operatives, by enabling them to deposit such por- 
tions, however small, of their eamifigSy as they could 
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spare ; the proprietors allowing a moderate rate oi 
interest, and being responsible for the safety of the 
capital. In one factory, which has made a return on 
this subject to the committee, where the wages 
amount to about 60,000 dollars per annum, the fund 
thus laid by has accumulated, in four years, to the 
sum of 26,400 dollars, or about eleven per cent, on 
the whole amount of wages paid." Two things re- 
corded in this document ^e highly honorable to the 
national character. One is, that three months in the 
year are generally allowed, for the purposes of edu- 
cation, to the children employed 5 and, in the larger 
factories, schools are maintained at the expense of 
the establishment, for all persons connected with 
them. The other is, that many instances had oc- 
curred, within the personal knowledge of some of the 
committee, of young women applying what they had 
saved from their wages to pay off the mortgages upon 
their fathers' . farms. 

The Americans are trying to force manufactures ^ 
forgetting that their perfection too often proceeds 
from the low value of human labor, and is accom- 
panied with a large mass of human misery. An ex^* 
hibition of hot-house skill may gratify national pride; 
but national wealth would increase by the same in* 
dustry, if left to itself, which, when employed in 
erecting pyramids, impoverishes the country it em- 
bellishes. The phrase " American system**, like the 
Kords f* patriotic" and " conservative", acts as & 
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charm on those whose sentiments are in perfect ac- 
cordance with the presumed correctness of the idea 
to be conveyed. 

The exports of domestic produce from the United 
States amounted, in 1833, to 70,642,030 dollars, — 
having increased, beyond the preceding year's esti- 
mate, by the sum of 7,504,560 dollars. During the 
same period, the corresponding augmentation of im- 
ports was, in round numbers, eight millions on a 
total of one hundred and nine millions, — thirty-four 
of which were from articles free of duty. We are 
punishing ourselves and each other by our short- 
sighted policy. Had it not been for the tariff and 
the corn-laws, each would have foimd, in a profitable 
interchange of labor, that benefit which its detention 
has afforded to neither. The queen issues a writ, 
" Ne exeat regno"; and the bees are to make honey 
out of the straw that covers them. " Protection*' 
has done for the Lowell manufacturer what it has 
done for our farmer:— it has lowered profits by in- 
viting capital. This is all very true in theory: — ^but 
America is a new country, without any debt; and 
England is an old country, with a very heavy one. 
The one must have leading-strings, and the other 
crutches! 

The object my friends and myself had, in visit- 
ing Canaan, was to be present at a meeting of the 
trustees of a school lately formed there. The Noyes 
Seminary had obtained a charter of incorporation 

VOL. III. N 
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from ihe legislature of New Hampshire; and the 
building being nearly completed, all that remaizied 
was, to settle the terms of admission, and provide;for 
the. appointment of a teacher, and the requisite con- 
trol oyer the managem^it and discipline of the mstir 
tution. 

A spirit of liberality unknown, or at least unheard 
of, in any other part of the Union, had inspired, the 
townsmen of this sequestered spot with the noble 
resolution of opening the school they had founded 
with their donations and subscriptions, to the. chil* 
dren of all whose means would enable them to enjojf 
its. benefits, without distinction. iJo cuticular test 
was to be demanded as a qualification for entrance ; 
—no disability was to be sought in impurity of 
blood: — exclusion or expulsion was to be based 
upon those considerations alone which would carry 
with them their own justification in the eyes of every 
liberal and impartial man. 

While at Concord, a newspaper fell into our hands^ 
containing an advertisement that menaced a deter*- 
mined opposition to the scheme. It was hardly^ 
indeed, to be expected, that any plan so much in: ad- 
vance of the feeling that pervaded the whole countiy, 
should be sufiered to go immolested into operatimb 
The resolutions, however, to which I refer, were 
passed at a meeting got up for the occasion^ against 
the wishes of more than four-fifths of the voters in 
the town, if a fair judgment may be formed finont the 
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number of those who signed their names to the docu- 
ment. Just before we quitted the village, we, were 
informed that not more than six opponents remained^ 
in the place : — thanks to the persuasive eloquence of 
my companions, who explained to an attentive au- 
dience, the day after our arrival, the principles and 
objects which the academy was to maintain and 
promote. 

On our way to Canaan we passed through the dis- 
trict in which Daniel Webster was bom and spetit 
his youthful years. We heard many anecdotes of 
his kindness and attention to the firiends and com« 
panions of his humbler fortunes ; his annual visits to 
whom were signalized by some mark of his sympathy 
for the distressed, and his recollection of old scenes 
and attachments. They, in their turn, are justly 
proud of a mauj whose master-mind would do honor 
to any coimtry. 

Our approach and departure from this delightful 
spot were enlivened by the most picturesque sceneiy, 
that the greatest profusion and diversity of mountain 
eminences, with the finest contours and outlines, 
could produce, in addition to miniature lakes studded 
with verdant islets, and indenting their rocky shores 
with innumerable sinuosities. The people at Caaaan 
were hospitable^ intelligent, and disinterested; simple 
in their habits, and frank in their mannersl They 
seemed to love their native land with a rations^ af- 
fectLbn, and to wish tlieir attaohment should recom- 

n2 
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mend itself to the world by the efforts it led them to 
make for the adoption of a noble and benevolent po- 
licy to all its inhabitants. 

The village, which is situated in the county of 
Grafton, and is likely to be connected with Boston 
by means of a rail-road, is admirably adapted to the 
purposes of this praiseworthy project. The climate 
is remarkably healthy; the water excellent; and the. 
soil, though thin and rocky, well suited to pasturage. 
The vicinity abounds in fine views, such as the 
-^ " Granite State*' might be expected to present to the 
lovers of picturesque nature. Provisions are cheap ; 
and the whole expense of education, including board 
and lodging, would not exceed 100 dollars for a pupil 
who should reside there the whole year. The scho- 
lars are to board with the inhabitants. There will be 
room for 100 boys. We h^d two public meetings; 
both opened and closed with prayer,-rtwo ministers 
being present; one of them a. trustee and a friend to 
the objects of the establishment ; the other uncon- 
nected with it. The prayer, however, he offered up 
at the termination of the last meeting, breathed no- 
thing but charity and goodwill, in language that pro- 
mised a hearty co-operation or a generous neutralily^ 
It was chiefly among the old people that hostility to 
the new school manifested itself; though some vene- 
rable revolutionists, who cheerfully bore testimony 
to the services of the colored soldiers during the wax 
with the mother country, formed an exception. The 
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younger paxt of the community, particularly the boys, 
were indignant at the narrow spirit of proscription, 
and were impatient to shew a better feeling, by en- 
tering their names as scholars. Taking all the cir- 
cumstances of our reception into consideration, I had 
good reason to be pleased with what I had witnessed. 
I had seen in the West and in the East the same de- 
votion to humanity — the same sacrifice of deep-rooted 
prejudice on the altar of justice ; and I could not but 
foresee, in the alumni of Lane Seminary and of Noyes 
Academy an honorable rivalry in high thoughts and 
good deeds. Events have since occurred that have 
rendered this hope unavailing. The students of Lane 
Seminary, who had formed themselves into an aboli- 
tion society, have dissolved their fconnexion with the 
institution, to the number of forty-one; and others, 
who were absent at the time, agreed in the " state- 
ment", though they were unable to affix their names 
to it. The Principal, during a visit he made to Bos- 
ton last autumn, declared that he would, on his re- 
turn, put a stop to the anti-slavery proceedings. The 
Executive Committee of the Seminary, four-fifths of 
whom ai'e colonizationists, subsequently Resolved 
that the society in question should be dissolved. No 
event could have happened more favorable to the 
cause of fireedom, than the result of this threat E veiy 
student whom it has driven firom the establishment, 
will now form the nucleus of a new association, ani* 
mated with all the zeal and energy that sympathy 
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for perseeutio^ neyer &ils to excite in gireat national 
conttov^sies. Th? same jSaelings have struck tbdar 
deep roots in the ^uids of the sdioiars at Amherst 
aiul Andover, ifi Massiujbusetts. 

No man, ^ho m attached to his country, whatever 
his opinions m^j h», can appsov^e of such me&ods 
.to jstop and sflaAe inquiry as have been adopted at 
the Seminary. 7^ ComixBiteej whose report is 
dated August ^4, 1834, ^taited (a very important ad- 
mission) that the Coloni^iUion Society of Lane Se* 
p^afy was ^stituted ^' merely with a view to coun- 
teract the peculiar s^qtUn^itts of Ihdb: opponents ''^ — 
in other wocdsto suppoit ida^ery> — and recommcaided 
the fplIow]j;ig xesoUition: — ^^Thai rules should be 
adopted, prohibiting the organization in the s^m^ 
nary of any association or society of the students, 
without the approbation of the faculty, — prohi- 
biting t^ calling or heading of meetings among the 
students, without the approbation of the &culty; — 
prohibiting students from deliy^ng lectures or public 
addresses, public statements or communications to 
the student^ when assembled at meds, or cm ordi- 
nary occasions, &e^ ; requiring the two rival societies 
tobe abolished; andprohibitingaaystudentfrombeing 
absent from the seminary at any time in term time, 
without leave ; and providing for discouraging and 
discountenancing, by all suitable means, such dis- 
cussions among the students as are calculated to 
divert their attention from their studies, excite party 
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animosities, stir up evil passions among themselves, 
or in the community, or involve themselves with the 
political concerns of the country: — also providing 
for the dismissal of any student not complying with 
these regulations." 

The board of Trustees acted upon these sugges- 
tions; and the students, finding that the promise 
made but a short time before by the Faculty, in a 
public declaration, to " protect and encourage free 
inquiry and thorough discussion," was thus violated, 
and that the -cfxecutive -eomaiittee could dismiss 
" -any student when *£hey thin'k it necessary to do 
80," broke off all connexion with the institution. 
Matters seem rapidly approaching to that point of 
national determination^ when no other alternative 
remains but the complete adoption of personal hob^ 
dom or political slavery. Academical coercion and 
republican forms lof govesmment <cannot long exi^ 
together. MonaixJiy may continue ivhile freedom 
of associations is permitted, ^ud, perhaps, because it 
ispermitted, in its universities : but democracy can- 
not long survive when it has left them. 

On the 11th our party separated, and one of my 
companions (Mr. Child) returned with me to Boston^ 
which w€ reached by another route on the 14th. 
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CHAPTER X5CXI. 

Dr. Tuckerman — Dr. Follen House of Industry. — ^Pauperism 

in Massachusetts. — House of Correction. — Juvenile Offenders. 
— Reformatory School of Mr. Welles. — War between Patri- 
cians and Plebeians. — "Thrice told tale" of Canterbury.— 
System of " Strikes." — Travelling Incognito. — Reception of 
George Thompson from England. — Progress of Abolition Doc- 
trines. 

Soon after my return I was introduced to Dr. Tuck- 
erman, with whom I had a long and very interesting 
conversation on a subject to which he has devoted 
the best energies of an enlightened mind and a feel- 
ing heart. Every thing that he said relative to the 
method he had adopted of reclaiming the most 
vicious portion of the commimity, breathed the spirit 
of pure and consistent philanthropy. The domi- 
ciliary visits he had paid in pursuit of his benevo- 
lent object, had brought under his notice, he told 
me, many instances of dociUty and generosity among 
those who are too often supposed incapable of either. 
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He had succeeded in enlisting in this excellent work 
the professors of the most discordant sects, the pecu- 
liar tenets of which had proved no bar to a cheerful 
and effective co-operation. A great and marked 
improvement had resulted from their joint labors; 
and he had reason to anticipate a much higher 
standard of behavior from the extension of a sys- 
tem which teaches men self-respect by connecting it 
with the sense of religious responsibility in every 
action, whether of a social or of a personal nature. 
• The doctor was no " respecter of persons ;" exhi- 
biting the same solicitude for every child of Adam. 
I was anxious to hear, from a man of such expe- 
rience in the calamities and infirmities of our nature, 
what impression had been left on his mind by an 
acquaintance with the despised and degraded class 
of the community. He replied to my inquiry, that 
he had met with many instances of exemplary virtue 
among them ; and that there was no reason to sup- 
pose they were morally or intellectually below the 
level of the other race in similar circumstances. 
One example he detailed with great feeling. It was 
that of a poor woman who had nursed a sick neigh- 
bor for five months, during the absemiAB of the inva- 
lid*s husband. The patient was a most deplorable 
spectacle, being afflicted with dropsy in its most 
aggravated form. " I know not what would have 
become of me," said the poor sufferer, " if it had not 
been for the kindness of this excellent woman. She 
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has sat up with me three nights in succession ; and 
I £Bnr that want of rest, and the fatigue she has to go 
through on my account, will be tod much for her." 
T3ie otiier expressed herself in the most modest and 
unpretending terms, and appeared to think she wa^ 
merely discharging the common offices of kindness 
to her afflicted friend. ^^ It was a sight,^' added 
the amiable philanthropist, ^^ that. might well have 
stopped a ministering angel on his errand of mercy- 
to look at and admire.'^ 

This reverend Doctor was not contented with pro- 
fessing an exemption from the vulgar prejudices of 
his age and nation. No distinction was made at 
his serv2|jits' table ; nor were those ever divided in , 
his house, whom he had taught, by his example, to 
Kve, as they were to die, in Christian love and af- 
fection. 

The Doctor very politely offered me a seat in his 
gig the next day, for the purpose of viewing the 
public establishments for paupers and juvenile of- 
fenders. 

The intervening evening I passed, as I can hope 
to pass few in future, with professor Folleu, of Cam- 
bridge, and his lady.^ The professor, who had been i 
driven across the Atlantic, by the enemies of poli- 
tical liberty in his own country, had not, like too 
many exiles from Europe, attempted to conciliate 
tibe friends of personal slavery in the land of his 
adoption, by open advocacy or servile indifference. 
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He had "chosen the better part," after mature de- 
liberation ; and had come out with a manly courage, 
tempered by mildness, and sustained by principles 
that placed him above the influence or imputa- 
tion of worldly and interested motives, as an aboli- 
tionist. His " Address to the people of the United 
States '' on the subject, is a master-piece of sound 
logic, and literar}*^ composition. His zeal and good 
sense were amply and ably seconded by his lady ; 
and if a pure love of freedom, a sincere conviction 
that the happiness of every one is the happiness of 
all, and a heartfelt sympathy With the injured and 
the oppressed, could have disarmed animosity, it 
might have been expected, that the enemies of the 
eause would have spared the advocate, and that Dr. 
FoUen would have escaped the obloquy and insult 
that have been heaped upon him. But perhaps the 
injustice done to the man is the strongest testimony 
in favor of his reasoning. Scurrilous paragraphs 
m the public prints, and threats of vengeance, are 
the natural weapons of those who dare not deny 
facts, and cannot answer arguments. What may we 
not hope to see on the side of emancipation, when 
persons most distinguished for scientific attainments 
and social refinements, are in its ranks, — ^prepared to 
make every sacrifice in the performance of a duty 
which colder hearts and less logical beads, consider 
superfluous or premature ? Such minds are ^^ enthu- 
siastic'' to those only who make the imputed " fenatic- 
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ism " of otheijs a cloak for their own apathy. From Mrs. 
Follen I had still further proof of the little value to 
be placed on the received estimate of the tawney 
man's real character. Colonel May, who has had 
freqoent opportunities of observation, assured her 
that he had never known more than two confirmed 
cases in Boston of drunkenness among the blacks. 
This testimony is the less to be suspected, because it 
comes from one who is not an abolitionist. 

The next day, Dr. Tuckerman took me with him 
to the house of industry ; which, with the buildings 
appropriated to the reception of young offenders, 
stands on the other side of the water, and at the dis- 
tance of two or three miles from the city, in a very 
beautiful situation, combining the advantages of sa- 
lubrious air and charming views. Those paupers 
who do not receive relief at their own houses, (and 
it is rarely given there, except from peculiar consider- 
ations,) are sent to this establishment ; where they 
are, if able, set to work, on the land which adjoins 
it, or in the house : and the produce of their labor, 
beyond what is wanted for domestic use, is sold. 
The institution appeared to be well conducted, with 
the exception of the department assigned to the in- 
sane ; the treatment of whose complaint interferes 
with the arrangements of the house, while it is itself 
impeded by the vicinity of the paupers. It adjoins 
the apartment in which the colored people, with 
the usual disregard of their feelings, are lodged 
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apart, and must, from the noise and confusion whieb 
prevail, be the source of great annoyance to them, 
particularly to the sick. Separated by a thin board- 
ing from one room we visited, was an idiotic old 
woman, whose shrill and monotonous cry, " give me 
my dinner— I want my dinner," was inexpressibly 
painful and offensive. Though not so badly managed 
as in the alms-house at New York, the lunatics are 
far from being in a satisfactory condition. The pa- 
tients . are from time to time, removed to Worcester 
Asylum, where they are cured in a large proportion 
of cases, in the early stages of the disorder. In the 
infant school here, the stain of color is visible among 
the pupils. ^^ The common class shun their society.^' 
In the infirmary, where these poor creatures were, I 
remarked, as I did in almost every place of the kind, 
strong indications of assiduous attention to the help-* 
less and infirm. A woman was brushing away the 
flies from a child who was sick in bed. Upon in- 
quiry, I was told there were not many of this class 
paupers. One of them, an old man, ninety-seven 
years of age, had served in the American navy, 
during the whole of the revolutionary war. He had 
no pension ; and he could find no Oreenwich Hos- 
pital * in the Sailor's Snug Harbor. 

The children were shortly to be removed into , a 
separate building, where more attention can be paid 

* Every one who has seen this place, knows that there are 
plenty of colored pensioners among its imnates. 
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to their education. Here, as at other places, they 
are (nine in ten) affected, soon after their first 
entrance, with sore eyes. The remedies applied, 
usually remove the complaint in a week or ten days. 
They are bound out at a proper age, as apprentices, 
with a good prospect of doing well ; as the demand 
for them is greater than can be supplied from the 
establishment. There are about fifty acres of land 
attached to the house, the inmates of which amounted 
to 528; — 120 men, 103 women, and three children, 
being permanently on the establishment, from their 
age and infirmities. The number of native poor has 
diminished, while that of foreign poor has increased. 
Out of 1273 adults and young admitted at different 
times, 705 were foreigners, and thirty-nine of un- 
known origin ; while 529 only were Americans. In 
the last three months there had been twenty-six 
from Boston, forty-four from other States, and 140 
of foreign "'growth." Of 132 childi-en in the house, 
there were but twenty -five whose parents were Ame- 
rican. The emigrants were chiefly of recent arrival, 
fi?om New York and the British provinces. 

The close connexion between pauperism and intem- 
perance has long been seen here. A recent change in 
the law had poured in fi^m the country, where they 
were no longef entitled to relief, a large influx of 
casual poor, who look to Boston as a place of re- 
fuge. Many, too, are sent to the city, in order lo 
get rid of a burthen. The most vicious and intract- 
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able class are composed of occasional paupers-^a 
floating mass of fraud and filth. If not discharged^ 
they genearally get tired of the confinement, and 
elope with what propaly they can lay their Iiands 
on. It is not long before they contrive to be re-^- 
mitted. There were 350 the preceding year, of this 
doscription. They average thirty -four at one time 
in the house, and usually remain about six weeksr 
The medium term of their age is thirty-four or 
thirty-five — shewing pretty plainly that they are not 
all disabled or infirm. The facility with which their 
wants are supplied, is a direct premium upon idle- 
ness and begging. Indiscriminate alms-giving is 
found to have the same effect. It is much to be 
feared that the feeling of disgrace attached to those 
who are pensioners on the public charity, has less 
influence on the general mass of society than it had. 
The relatives of tiie paupers, during the visits they 
make to the house, are too apt to contrast its com- 
forts and good faxe with the hardships they some- 
times have to encounter at home. The superintend- 
ant was fully aware of the frauds practised by many 
' of the Irish, who conceal, either about their persons, 
or with a fiiend, whatever property they have been' 
able to save, and remain in the Boston "asylum"^ 
till they can obtain employment. Their number in- 
creases with the fund for their maintenance; and 
the difiiculty of avoiding to encourage the disease,^ 
by the means used for its relief^ is sensibly felt by 
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the guardians of the poor. Of those last year in 
the house, 159 had been admitted for the second 
time; seventy-six for the third, thirty-two for the 
fourth, twenty-seven for the fifth, twelve for the 
sixth, &c. 

According to a report, laid before the House of 
Representatives in Massachusetts, by the Commis- 
sioners it had appointed, in February, 1832, to in- 
quire into the state of pauperism in that common- 
wealth, it appears ^that one in twenty-one and a half 
was receiving relief; the number being 12,331 out 
of 264,327, the whole population of sixty-eight 
towns, or districts. Of these, 5927 were States' 
poor, that is, persons supported not by the parishes 
or towns, but out of the public fund, in accordance 
with the existing law and practice. The amount of 
their allowance had increased from 14,000 dollars in 
1792, to 72,000 in 1820. Many of these consisted 
of " wandering or travelling poor," who, speculating 
on the provision made by the State for casual poor, 
came into it from other States, and roamed from 
place to place, during the summer ; claiming what 
they conceived a right, and sheltering themselves 
in the alms-houses or other asylums in the winter 
months. A direct encouragement was thus given to 
pauperism and fraud, as idleness was fed by legal 
enactment, and each town endeavored to throw off 
the burthen from its own shoulders upon those of 
its neighbors. There were three modes of provid- 
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ing for the poor : — ^in poor-houses, by out-door al- 
lowances, and on farms, where land could be ob- 
tained for their employment. When they were 
boarded out by the overseers in private families, the 
expense was much greater than when they were 
under the care of a contractor, by whom they were 
set to work. 

In one town, the annual cost, which had been 
from 1000 to 1200 dollars, was reduced to an aver- 
age, during three years, of 535. In another, the 
average- cost, which for twelve years had beeu, while 
they were boarded out, 1600 dollars a-year, was' re- 
duced to 1050, when they were maintained under 
the same roof by a contractor. A third case, that of 
Sheffield, was more remarkable, the reduction having 
been from 1967 dollars to 665. Out of forty-nine, 
who had enjoyed (heir share of the former sum, no 
more than seventeen were willing to receive relief at 
the alms-house ; where alone, except they were ill, 
it was to be had ; and two of the States' poor imme- 
diately removed to an adjoining town, where they 
might receive their allowance without restraint or 
confinement. This diminution, in the expenditure 
for the poor, was effected in the course of four years; 
at the end ' of which time there were but eight in- 
mates of the alms-house. 

The result of employing the poor on farms, ap- 
propriated to that object, was highly satisfactory* 
By this expedient, the average expense at Salem 
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was, {on toi yeaxs, one jialf of wbat it had been^ 
daring the same period, when Ibe poor had no woiiL; 
while the establishment got rid 0f 6&y of its inmates^ 
and was more easily conducted. The expenditure 
at Waltham and littleton, which had been 676 and 
800 dollars rei^eetivdy, was brou^t down, partty 
by the farm, and partly by interdicting the use of 
spirituous liq^uors, to 239 dollars four cents, and 244 
dollars, thirty «eig)it cents. By means of tiie farm, 
Marlborough, instead of paying 1^0 dollacs per 
annum, was charged but dl6 dollars seventy-eigbt 
n^its for its poor. 

Many ixM»tances of a similar idnd, were cited by 
the i^cmimitiee.— In one case, the profits of the pau- 
per-farm exceeded the outlay by the sum of ^StB 
dollars serentyrfiye cents. 

By statistical tables annexed to this Taluable 
document, it is shown that the effects of intempe-^ 
ranee on the comforts and character of tiie laboring 
classes are most deplorable ; three fourths, and even 
nine tenths, of the mendicancy having' arisen from 
drinking. 

In pursuance of the recommendations contained 
in rthe above report, measures were taken for the 
gradual, but complete, repeal of the law, which pro- 
vided for the support of the casual poor out <rf tiie 
6mds of the commonwealth ;^districts are to be 
formed with corporate privileges, under the care of a 
Board of Directors, with the view of providing for tha 
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fMior by setting them, if aible, to work; and eadi 
town to have, upon proper «ppiieation, a siiare, in 
pxoportion to its popcdation, <xf the fund (300,000 
dollars were reconunended) to be raised for the pur- 
pose. 

Having left the house of industry, we crossed 
over to the house of correction, which', with that of 
Teformation, occupies a building close by. The 
master was out; but one of the prisoners took me 
round the institution; Dr. Tuckerman being indis- 
posed. The person, who thus acted as my guide, 
had been committed for intemperance ; his habits 
of indbriety being so confirmed, as to deprive him 
of all power to resist temptation, or control his 
besetting propensity. He acted as clerk, and was 
exempted from wearing the prison dress, on account 
of the exceUence of ins general chaxaeter, which 
was unexceptionable in all respects, but that of ihe 
unfortunate infirmity to which I have alluded, tind 
which rendered him, when mider its influence, per- 
fectiy furious and imgovemable. There were in ihe 
house, at the time, 174 men aaad 62 women^— • 
lunong both of whom was a large proportion oi 
foreigners, — chiefly Irish, — considerably more than 
of colored persons, in proportion to the rdativ« 
amount of their numbers in the community.' There 
w^e but six men and four or five women of the 
latter. The sexes are placed in difierent parts of 
the building. The sleeping cells for both are con- 
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structed upon the Singsing plan.; and the meals are 
taken there in a similar manner. On each side of 
the block of building which contains them, and 
which has an ample and well-aired passage on all 
sides, are five tiers, each containing eighteen cells, 
the opposite cells corresponding to each other, and 
so built as to prevent any correspondence or com- 
munication betweeu the male inmates of the one 
and the women in the other. There is a watch 
going his round during the night. 
. Various kinds of works, suited to the difference of 
age and of sex, are carried on here. Tlie prisoners 
are sent hither for minor offences,^ the term of their 
detention varying fi-om twenty days to a year or up- 
wards. Adjoining the cells, I observed a placard, 
containing the names of their occupants. — I took 
the opportunity of asking my guide, who informed 
me for what purpose it was stuck up, and who was 
not aware that I was acquainted with the circum- 
stances of his case, whether this public exposure 
had not a bad effect on the minds of many, who 
thus became known both to visitors and to fellow- 
/ prisoners. His reply was, that he had no doubt it 
tended greatly to diminish the chance of recovering 
self-respect, and retarded the progress of self-im^ 
provement. The greatest villain is still a man ; and 
the less there is of humanity left in any one, the 
greater ought to be our solicitude for its preserva- 
tion. 
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Having finished what was necessarily a very cur- 
sory inspection of the institution, from the wish I 
&lt not to keep my benevolent companion waiting 
in the parlor, I proceeded with him to visit the 
acyoining eistabUshment for juvenile offenders. The 
mistress of the female department, who received us 
at the door, seemed, as every one we had met be- 
fore had been, delighted to see the Doctor. There 
were sixty-four boys and eighteen girls; the latter 
of whom do all the work of the house. As they 
were much straitened for room, the system of labor 
for the boys was imperfect; proper" arrangements, 
however, were to be made, when a new building, 
which was' intended for them, would admit of it 
In the mean time sufficient occupation was given 
them to employ their time properly. The legisla- 
ture had granted 20,000 dollars towards the erec- 
tion of the new establishment. Not much to the 
credit, however, of the proper authorities, a resolu- 
tion had been made against admitting any juvenile 
offender, who might happen to liave a drop of the 
prohibited and proscribed blood in his veins : — so 
that those, who are said to stand most in need of 
reformation, are excluded firom its benefits, by the 
very persons who complain that they are incorrigi- 
ble. The avierage cost of the children, whose age is 
from nine to eighteen, is twelve cents per diem. 

They are sent hither by the police and municipal 
courts, and are bound out as apprentices at the pro- 
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per age* Parents, when domestic disciplkie is fotitid 
an ineiCcient instrument of correction or coercion^ 
avatt themselves of this institiltion to i^eform their 
cb]ldre&*^-ha¥]ng obtained the requisite conviction. 
A vigilant eye is kept upon them^ after the j have 
been discharged; and three out of Jfour are found to 
conduct themselves well. More than half are fo- 
reigners. The institution resembles the houses of 
lefiige at New Yoik and Philadelphiay as far as the 
limited number df its inmates^ the confined nature 
of the building, and the temporary system of eeo** 
nomy,; whick characterises its state of transition, 
will admit of. 

Conversing afterwards with Dr. Tuckerman updn- 
the^ sub^t of philanthropic projects, he told me 
that any suggestion for the improvement of society 
that might require pecuniary aid, was always: 
promptly seconded by the wealthy class of Boston ;. 
and that probably no place e^sted where there was^ 
a greater amount of generous sjnoipathy with the 
ignorant and unfortunate, or a more anxious desik^^ 
to co-operate, with purse or person, in affording in- 
struction to the one and relief to the other. Would 
that there were no exception or qualification to be 
made to this eulogy ! There are few cities of eq^uail 
population where there is less ciime and vice than 
in Boston. 

A large part of the following day I spent at the 
reformatory school of the Rev. Mx. Welles^ whose 
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house k; not &? frosa tha estabHslunent I have yost 
described. Me had formeidy tiie charge of one of 
them, and had been displaced &om motives^ that are 
too apt, in his> cowotry,. to inflnenGe those who have 
ijbe appointment to public offices. Many fom^ 
fault with, his system, because they could not undei^ 
stand it.: othersc could not understand it, because 
th€^ had found &ult with it. To be successful in a 
new course of action is: consideied an imputation on 
the oldi; and many mistake the hatred of innoy»* 
tkftu for an? attachment to what is established. What- 
eyer were the causes in operation, the superintendant 
was removed from his situation^ and sought a^ more 
iDdependent field of usefulness in a private estar- 
blishment ; where his plans would not be amdemned 
till they had &iled, nor thwarted before their cons- 
pletion. 

Mr. Welles, while explaining the principles that 
bad guided him, struck me as a man remarkably 
dear-headed in his views, and- practical in his pro* 
ceedings. He seemed to hay« elaborated fi'om his 
own mind! those general rules,, which are usually ob- 
tained by a long and tedious induction fix)m the ex- 
perieBce of o Jrs; and to ha.e ft>ux.d in his own 
heart &at knowledge of human nature which most 
mesi acquire from viewing the actions of those 
around them. He worked in a. narvow circle ; but 
Us proportions were perfect. I was introduced^ 
afiier a prddminary conversetibn^ ta his pupils, who 
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were assembled for the exercises of the day in fhe 
school-room. There were twenty-eight present. 
The business of the morning commenced with an 
inquiry into the conduct of the boys during the pre^ 
ceding day, — an usage which is observed every 
night, but which had been deferred in consequence 
of the master's absence. The second assii^tant, a 
pupil himself^for at the time there was no under- 
master, — accused one of the boys of having been 
augry in a dispute with another. When interro- 
gated with great mildness and affection by the mas- 
ter, and remmded of his duty to God, who requires 
" truth in the inward parts,'' he replied, that he did 
not think he was angry. Others, who had witnessed 
the transaction, thought he had been so. He owned he 
had not felt pleased wiih his opponent. When 
asked for a definition of the word " anger^" he was 
confused, and conscious of having prevaricated. 
Mr. Welles explained its meaning to him. All pre- 
sent were very attentive. An appeal was made to 
them ; and the evidence adduced against him was 
confirmed by the general sentiment. It was the 
Jacotot system applied to morals. The defence of 
the accused was fairly submitted to the consciences 
of the auditors; as the answers of one under a sci- 
entific or literary examination would have been 
tried by their understandings ; and a similar benefit 
to each individual was derived firom the diseussion 
elicited. The poor boy was overpowered by his 



$0nae &£ gaik. He wept aloud; NeFtfbmg* Ske- ex- 
ultation OP contempt was exhibited' ttj aii j one. He 
,wa9 tttei^ reminded of the fbrgiyenes^ that had fbl- 
liowed a former feult, hecaose^it was frankly acftnow- 
Iiedsffed ; and as he was al^adr suspended from his' 
pTd., Is a punfehxneat f« p«vioi nriscondoct, Be 
was UM that he must eontiBoe- so^ As t£e trial acP- 
iranced, the number aaid strengA' of the prpo& 
s^gpainst him mcreased ; while the generous feelings 
ot the aceusens were called forth, m &.Tor of a fkHiemt 
fevotherr; The scene was highljr interestmg^ as* ibe 
breach of truith invirived in h» denial Became lire 
subject! of animadversroib. A lie was shewn ta he 
isave culpable and degrading than anger. Some 
admiraible obsen^ations on the tendency and lesuftk 
of ftiteehood to die individuaF addicted to it and to 
society, were made; The nature of lying* was asked 
0f all pr«sen% and the smswers evinced tbehr tho- 
fough* aequainte-ncewith the subject ; as they agreed 
that the ci^ality d^ended upon* the impression 
left^and not on the liaaiguage' emplbyedl The. con- 
ip»cted painty was then condemned to be suspended 
fiom all Ae ban grades, and to be placed in the low- 
est, if proTedtO'haye been guilty of intentional (fe- 
eeptiiHK When this case was drisposed of, one of 
the monitors- aceused some of the Boys of infringing 
the discipline of the place. Upon inrestigatibn, 
howoirer, it came out that some mistake had been 
XMNieii 
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The master dismissed the case, observing that he 
had expressed himself imperfectly; it being a priu- 
ciple strictly acted up to, that no punishment is to 
be inflicted for acts not known to be unlawful. As 
it is therefore presumed that what is not expressly 
prohibited is permitted, (except in cases which mani-r 
festly do not, from their nature, come within the 
rule,) some of the pupils, who had been wading in 
the water, were declared not to be wrong-doers ; the 
restriction which appeared to apply to them being 
confined to bathing. One boy said he had gone in 
merely to wash his feet. He was admonished tx> be^ 
careful that he did not deceive himself, and to con* 
sider well before he persisted in the explanation. 
Another, who had been before degraded, was told 
l,hat his father had been to see him ; but when he 
found what situation his son was placed in, he had 
left the house without seeing him. This information 
was conveyed to the offender in such a spirit of 
kindness and friendship as not to humiliate him in 
the eyes of the rest, but to urge upon him the pro- 
priety of attending more strictly to his duties. He 
then took his place in tears with his face to the 
wall. The boy who had been dabbling in the water 
was again asked why he had done so. He had 
been playing, he said, with bare feet, and wanted to 
wash them. He was advised to examine his own 
heart, and to be sure that he was correct in his fusser- 
tion. As the case was not clear, no further notice 
was taken of it. 
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A long and intricate investigation then followed, and 
terminated in the conviction of two boys, who were 
condemned to degradation, and addressed on the 
offence they had committed. The most considerate 
and gentle language was used on the occasion ; and 
the regret which was felt for the necessity of apply- 
ing correction was as perceptible as the remorse it 
gave rise to. The poor fellow's sobbed aloud ; and 
the sympathies of the whole audience were excited to 
a degree that was moi^t affecting and impressive. 
After this the names were called over, and responses 
giveil successively of good, or bad, or indifferent, 
conduct — each being marked in a book kept for the 
purpose, according to the statement given, which is 
voluntary and open to the objections of any one. 
The places in the grades were then awarded. 
Wherever reproof was called for, it was always accom- 
panied, under much that was vexatious and painful, 
with singular forbearance and mildness. It was now 
one o'clock in the day ; and, as it was too late for the 
usual exercises, the school was dismissed to play. 

Of the hon grades the lowest consists of those who 
have shewn a positive inclination to do well. The 
second, where the habit of doing wellhas become 
regular. The third, where it has become constant 
and undeviating. The mal grades correspond as to 
scale and the character of the occupants. For three 
good marks a counter or franc is given ; and these 
pass as currency, to be withdrawn or augmented^ 

02 
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aocoidiiig* itot aoi esthnate made evseiy Satnrdatji of tiie 
creek's progress; There mtsst lie? Aree left finr' eadb 
pupilv to' pnQvddiB against conttngencies. The ba^ 
lance of the^: aceount determines^^ the classifieatioHv 
The small puaishments axe made up^ oT these fiiies; 
or' forfeitures Cert^ mdulgeBciesH-such as^ pen.. 
i»ds«:on to go out^-*-are pnschased by them^; the 
reasonableDes. of the peimiMion being, lihus; fair]?, 
tested by these^ evidences o€ good conduct. Everyi 
one^s mocral wealth is thus equitably measured^ and: 
its. value paid on demmd. The different gradies- ar& 
Itept separate, as^far as is practicable, in> occupations 
and sunusements^ It should be observed that, the^ 
pvofaibitions to; do wrong, and the* priviiegiO; to der 
what i% propel^ are alike fi>r all — mastery, monitors^ 
and scholars. The exceptions are where; demerit 
requires an^ abridgement of na;Uipai right. Tbe^ 
take their meals together ; and; when the arrange«-> 
ments" are complete^ the whole establishment wSll' 
sleep in tbe same^ mom with the master. Th^m^ 
were then but' thirteen thus immediately under bift 
v^gil&uit eye; Seven or eight were waiting: for 
adnussion. 

So- eonfidentr is the managev of reforming' the moats 
depraved and> abai»ioned youth, t^t he i& willing to 
give bond i» any reasonable sum for* the coBtpIbtfir. 
i^estorati'on to^ good^ eonduetof any lad un^r sixteen, 
or seventoem years of agey however hopele^' bis case- 
w&f seem' te be. When, first admitted^ thee pupil im 
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.seethed And fiafteBed.by the zDost qpen and parental 
jEeeeption. What has past, he is told, will not -be 
i6mei]Gihered.(A* reoAlled "to iik attentioQ. He is ei^- 
^rted to a life af viitue, and made Acquaiuted'with 
thB kind of behavior 4hat >will .be expected from him. 
He is not aUowed to iCDnverse with the others^onhis 
first arrival,; nor are thej to question him mi sxfy 
^ul^ect whatevBr. The 'average duration of this Hsi- 
lenee is two d^'s. JE>urii|g the tfirgt pesiod of his a;e- 
aidenee, a pupU 'OHuat not do ai^ ftbiqg without fiib* 
taining permission from the proper authoritias. 
i^ence he is&enabledto «ebse¥v£ what is passing, and 
cbtain arknowle4ge.of )the toustoms.andorules of <&e 
l^laee. ^He is oiot <emban:as8ed'bjr tinguisitive jot im- 
ipottinent questions.; ^nd ]« f€^pared iihe .difficulty 4hat 
a novice feek,iin^pl»yingf general instFuotiDu^y'whicrh 
efren appear ^unintelli^gible and contsadrctfx^. Jit is 
found, that what is requived to «be done as alwe^s 
done ultimately, whatever be the struggle •at .first 
Against compliance. The ^mest sefractoijy^ iieldom 
ihold tout jmone itban rt^enly-ifaur JudUK agaiiisit what 
.Aeir vown dexperiance land ilhe 4eslknex^ of lalhdrs 
^oomsor in shewing lo ^be ifer ihexr advfUkt£|ge. Theve 
^ mo instanoe -&£ a ffailuie <on this head. .NcfthiK^ 
vioct iBEding, writing, ;aidtfametie4 t&c^ the oommon 
ttimnsecaf an »el£BneDtaii|r edaoatifMOi, is ttanght tbeie. 
I3ie mode .of instruction kthjr queationi^^-^exal, ^3K)t 
ifrom iseoks. The monitors ^aee tiiat the (|tiestioii is 
idsarlgr worded and comprehanded by ^the pupils. 
Zhe answer -sesiiflts Aam Hoe ^efforts ^f their cown 
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minds. As little as possible is imparted by the mas- 
ter. An appeal to the whole class is made in case 
of an erroneous, or no reply. The mind is thus led 
to the attainment of truth by the exercise of its own 
powers ; and all are successively teachers as well as 
learners. The best parts of Jacotofs system of self- 
instruction, as well as much of what is to be found 
at Hazlewood School, near Birmingham, are put in 
practice here ; though Mr. Welles never heard the 
name either of Mr, Hill or of the Louvain school- 
master. 

It was suggested by some foreigners who had vi- 
sited the school a year or two before, that the pre- 
sence of the master would be necessary to insure its 
success in another country : — an opinion of which 
Mr. Welles would be the last to admit the just- 
ness, while he sees^the same materials existing every- 
where, as well for the correction as for the curse of 
immorality. 

After dinner I was taken to hear the exercises of 
the school ; and, as the subject of study was natural 
history, I was requested to put a few questions to the 
pupils. They were accordingly asked whether the 
elephant, when described as exhibiting more sagacity 
than other animals, was possessed of faculties more 
adapted to the {Purposes of its existence than theirs? 
The answer was, that he was not. A similar reply 
was given to the question, whether one species of 
animals was naturally more cruel than another; and 
a proper distinction was drawn between blind in- 
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stinct and responsible reason. It was agreed on all 
hands, that we had no more right to kill a tiger than 
a dove, on account of its ferocity alone ; and that the 
whole brute creation had a claim upon our kindness 
and forbearance, where our personal safety or com- 
fort was not concerned. I regret that I did not push 
my inquiries further, and direct their attention to the 
various forms and tints which distinguish the nume- 
rous tribes of human beings ; — diversities adapted to 
their moral and physical condition, — all alike the 
work of an omnipotent hand, — and all equally en- 
titled to 6ur admiration and respect. 

I was highly deUghted, and, I hope, instructed, by 
aQ that I saw; and regretted that the lateness of the 
hour (it was past four o'clock, and I had arrived at 
ten,) compelled me to take my leave of an establish- 
ment, the principles of which, if imiversaJUy put in 
practice, would do more to advance the well-being 
and happiness of man, than all the discourses of all 
the learned doctors, who seem to value learning as 
misers value wealth, — not for its employment, but its 
amoimt. There is nothing exclusive or qualified in 
the noind of Mr. Welles* His efibrts have been di» 
Tected to the improvement of the human mind ; and 
his benevolence would be enlarged by those very 
circumstances which would limit that of inferior 

men. Prejudices which would prompt many to 
<* Shut the gates of mercy on mankind," 

.would with him be an additional motive to open 
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itbeaa* To «aciaifi0e the better IfeeHxrgfi of Ms coih- 
Aoience and his tcanviction to others, would be 4o 
austodte Ms own ^sigDs,-to make virtoe ancakiy 
4«> widkedness^ — 'and io encourage, in the misuls tyf 
Ua pupik, that «ttarchttient to false and factitious js^ 
«0ciatiofis which he has rooted out of Ms o^wvu 
. It has ^en obserred At Boston, that the son of a 
wealthy maEB xarely succeeds m ^rommerce. Tkis is 
^e case in most places. A cenaarik I heard toon^ 
nacted with this subject, proves, if correct, that riches 
jMty hogure the family of the possessor as mucfli iby 
giving prudence to others, as by taking it Scam him- 
j^l£ Few lawyers at Boston, whose iatthers have 
iflxgi^ fortunes, havie much practice, — ^£rom an appose^ 
kewaicm very generally felt* thaft the chance of pBK>- 
iessional sloU decsTeases witib the necessity £ixrits.ac- 
qioveanjent; and, perhaps, because most people j£eel a 
ifBsh to befnend those who stand noore inneedsxf Ihexr 
assisitaaee than othera. Many, if not nuiysi, of the nier<- 
chaais whotsupesettlediiithe Southern cities, me from 
ihe £ast, — to which they gfiinerally return to engoy the 
fiiiks of ibetr industry^iand l)0 bequeaih:them to tbcar 
40D8, who fliot tiiDifirequently, by their eKtraragaBoe, 
^descend to (that rank from wMch thedr fatfaezs had 
nsen, and felive Omr children to pursaze ilhe ;saaBe 
aapwBxd oonrse, aad thdr ^and-cMldrcD ihe jBsme 
decline which have marked ihe Mres of itheir paioiiB 
and their ownt — thins txiwaefAiag the akemations of 
^od and bad^ fmrtune hy a Jink which may be «Gen 
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in an almost 'iBgidariiecniveiiQeiof Ae «aine prace<»s 
ainder (the same cixcumstancds. «Sd dooucb, indeed, is 
.fhis ithe oase, that ifape tiames^of those ftumlies ^ho 
i«(c»e :£3rmerfy;ittodlt disthi^ished for ftbetr wdal&^and 
ijftetrinfiueince, snaa^ now besean oner tlihe>dooar-^aQ^ 
of the pertfy shop-jfieeipers inHheloKiVsest^partB of 4be 
xityr; midile :thoae tbejJiaye<dii^ilaoed Moll he found 
at:the "Wtrst-tenfi", 

In sphe of these ffao^ whicdi raie ^open to ihe «ob> 
iservatimi of »all,4io^ev>er iugMy colored :4ibe {pioliixe 
lihave drawn may*seeiEi, &nd whic^h'jfcendto reconcile 
society to the -flisparities which ^mw-oidaWy attend 
it, the asjtstocralical feeling qoiDe^k in ttbe United 
-States (much more rextensively tthan m :genefal^ 4)e> 
Jieived in /Eorape; and ^jioptoias of a iKftalialetrf 
ispirit are aiot wanting. " 1 harve inquired," .(sa>y« ^ 
wnriter in )the .Annails of iE/dttcation, 'for ,il^une 1 8d6,') 
'^ of intfiUigent gentlemen i;^d ^are iiamiliar wiA 
some of icmr most nrespedtabile nnanufaettunnig e^ta- 
i)lishme]xts in this conntry, 'whether some plan ceuUi 
M&t be devdsed— ^perhaps familiar lecturee— ifor giiFii^ 
laborers of all ages tsnch ^da^y instruction on prac- 
tical -subjects, as would be •adapted to their (means 
and capacities, and «at 'the >s9m!e time ensure iJk^ 
interest. The reply has always been in the negaliipe, 
•that Ihey are a idass of people who could iatever he 
brongfatrto desire improirement) 'or 'to attend toin*- 
iSitructiGn/eFen <£br ;amu8ement:^-*^at the only ini»y 

o3 
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to get along witli sucli ignorant people, was to keep 
them from mischief, by keeping them constantly 
employed.'' The feeling that dictated these senti- 
ments is openly and freely met by the indignation 
of the operatives. In " an address to the working 
men of New England," published by their request, 
at Boston, in 1832, as it was delivered in various 
sections and towns of the Union, by Seth Luther, is 
the following passage : " We observed, that it is be- 
coming fashionable in our country to cry out about 

* national glory,' ^ national wealth,' * march of im- 
provement,' * march of intellect.' We have pointed 
out to you the occasion why the monopolists of 
Europe raise this cry ; and you will, ere long, pro- 
bably discover the same design in our own country 
— to wit, to prevent the * common people '-—rthe 

* lower orders' — by which our * higher orders' 
mean farmers, mechanics, and laborers, from think- 
ing, reasoning, and watching the movements of these 
same * higher orders.' " Again : — " The owners 
of mills oppose all reduction in the hours of labor, 
for the purposes of mental culture. Not that they 
care about hours of labor in cities ; but they fear the 
contagion will reach their slave mills. Hence, they 
go into the shop of the carpenter and others, who 
carry on business, and actually forbid them to em- 
ploy what they sneeringly call * ten-hour-men ' — 
telling the employers, * you shall not have our w^ork. 
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unless you do as we say.' W^ have appealed to 
their sense of justice, their sense of humanity, their 
love of country, to consider the evils they are bring- 
ing on the poor through ignorance. What has been 
the reply ? One says, * if a man offers to work for 
jne ten hours, I will kick him off my premises:' — 
another s^ys : * O ! they can't stand it more than a 
day or two ; and they will soon come back to beg to 
go to work.' " 

The speech aboimds in charges and insinuations 
of the same kind. In an appendix, the writer says: 
" We insist that, if congress have power to protect 
the owners against foreign competition, in the shape 
of goods, they have the same right to protect the 
operative from foreign competition in the shape of 
importation of foreign mechanics and laborers, to 
-cut down wages of our own citizens. We call upon 
manufacturers to do justice to the operative, and 
warn them to remember that working men, the 
farmer, mechanic, and laborer, are the majority, and 
are determined to be gulled no longer by the spe- 
cious and deceptive cry of * American industry,' 
while they are ground down into the dust by im- 
portation of foreign machmery, foreign workmen, 
and foreign work, and deprived of improvement for 
themselves, and an opportunity to educate their 
children, merely to enable the rich to take care of 
ijthemselves — while the poor must work for such 



-^ 



^om 9S anunafaobarers see fit to ^ive^ tcor 
tstacve, 4» « rewavd for vutes :gnr0n &r dieir op- 

'^'fbe Jaekson partjr tore managed to ^jsiidk no 
small «idviafitagG '' 4Mtt of these pon^diooB* They 
are ^uppoited ky fl»e ^ opmatiyes,^ beeaane tfae;^ jme 
hoi9ti}eto foreigners, and forceign capital; and Ifacy 
airo ^apported ^ feisigaers, because Jackscn is sup- 
posed to be an Irishman. 

A lirip ^ the Uiflated States, is wften soooanmended 
as tt CQFe for i»oiUd 4Vttadnaent to polUieai ecpiali^. 
lit would perhaps be a better remedy fiira similar 
s^lie&lectiMi JSk !fiMFor >of «OGiail ^sparities. ft is not 
^viery <me tiaJt eaa reason : but «il can feel £he fonse 
^ thd ludiorovB. Aiao»g the many odd tpiestknis 
that ape put to Englii^meii about the custous of the 
^M, ^^ountry, is one that shews ho9(7 sracfa the coii- 
H^ption >of external finery ent^s nato the abstvatt 
idea 'Of rank efitertained by i&ose, who hav^e no othenr 
mode of xHi^incfion. "^ Bo net your i»dblemen weaur 
ti^eatdeal of igold about their persons?^ — seems 
to fts a tery silly <question : — yet it is orecMUDt widi 
«ea«„g, JL ^oTe tbrt the condidLTwlbch 
arespect is to be obtained, are as little 'uiider8too4 
under a republic, as under a iiioDarchy ; and that 
the imagination as equally inclined ^o confocrad the 
means with Ike «9id in both liemii^heres. Hie 
judgment is misled, in o»e case by the eye^ and m 



itibe toitber hj ithe eax. We tislen to Ithe title ; "udbik 
Ik^ j&mericans io<!kk to the mettal* 

I iw»s D&ce asked, hy an intelligent pexsan, mhe- 
€sBr men ^f rank ija Eingfajid. associated wiih. ^com- 
moneis; and another, "who had evidenify Teceix^ed la 
.good efbcatkaa, assured the company, at an Iholel 
where I was, that a f»eer i»f ^Greatt Britain ^wouM, if 
heiby dianoeinidled oca American to dinner, plane 
ibim di the h&timn of the table — lo jAi&ir Mis iui- 
Imd a£ repuUican principles. It.<wiDS m mam that 
i itried to T^mxA oat the improbability nf .a di^tinC'* 
•tfifitn 'which "WDiild necessarily imply the reisS.ve su;- 
•periarity of the rery ipesstm it was inteaided to d^ 
pness. He had the best autboiity for what Ihe .said ; 
ami fats suditoisB, whs) niere accoisilomed to ^ei&m^ 
themsehrjes by MMirtiifyisij^ their owsi jcomitiymeii, 
would cead^ beliere what daey thought 1 had an 
interest nn deaayin;^* His ioD&mmant had probably, 
Afi on fsgliah hidf a&erwiards observed to joae, unA- 
taisen die top faf (£he itsible for tbe bottom, jmd ima- 
gined he was "^^ hmrrbkd '^ below his deserts, while 
be was "^^exidted^' abotre them. It is somewbst 
<lkffic»ktomafaeiite»8aUa»tic xepablicni ca«v<e. 
bend that siacial (equality lis enoooragedo while it is 
diEcked, by poetical «i«i«ai1y ; and li«t lari. » 
injected the moxe because it is not insisted upon, 
fingbshmen someitimes take adnraotage of this im^ 
peofect idea d[ our icustoms to iiapTess mk ihe minds 
4t£ tbpse wlio entertain it, 9l senese of their great im* 
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portance. A lady, speaking to me of one of nay 
countrymen, whom she had met at Philadelphia, 
added that he was highly connected, and a frequenter 
of the very best society at home. " He was a fel- 
low-commoner/' she said, ^^ at the same college with 
the late king." I told her it was an honor easily ac- 
quired to be a fellow-commoner at any college — 
though he might perhaps claim the merit of disco- 
Tery, if he could pomt out one where^the Prince of 
Wales had been a student. ^^ That might be," she 
replied; but he had told her so himself — he cer- 
tainly had been fellow-commoner at the same col* 
lege with the heir to the throne of the United King- 
dom. It is not unlikely that his Majesty had dined, 
when a young man, in hall at one of our colleges, 
where this consequential gentleman had purchased 
the privilege of sitting at the Fellows' table. 

The aristocratic feeling is carried further in Phila- 
delphia than in London ; or rather, what is thought 
in the one to be indicative of high standing in so- 
ciety is more insisted on than what is known in the 
other to be often assiuned by pretenders. If an 
English gentleman were to be reproved by a friend 
Ifor stopping in Regent Street to speak to one whose 
dress denoted poverty, he would consider it an im- 
pertinent interference, and a mark both of a vulgar 
mind and of a want of good-breeding, to impute to him 
such an equivocal station in society that freedom of 
action could not be indulged without the risk of 



CHAP. XXXI.] CANTERBURY. 303 

*^ losing caste.'* It was hinted to me by a very sen- 
sible woman, that my report of American manners 
and customs would be discredited or undervalued by 
her countrymen, when it was known that I had tra- 
velled with stage-drivers and conversed freely with 
working people. 

I left Boston on the 19ih of September for Brook- 
lyn, for the purpose of visiting Canterbury again, on 
my way back to New York. I had heard that the 
school was given up ; the pupils having been so 
much alarmed by an attack upon the house during 
the night, that they would no longer remain expose^ 
to the repetition of outrages by which their comfort 
was destroyed and their lives endangered. 

On my arrival at Canterbury, I was introduced 
by Mrs. Phileo (late Miss Crandall) to her hus- 
band, from whom I received an account of what had 
passed. 

On the ^h of September, about midnight, five se- 
parate windows in the house were simultaneously 
broken, and the frames forced in. No noise pre- 
ceded or followed the outrage. Mr. Phileo arid Mr. 
Burleigh immediately went out, but could neither 
see nor hear any one. No alarm was raised in the 
village ; and no one came out to inquire into the 
cause. -There were two windows broken in one sit- 
ting room — one in another at the opposite side of 
the house, and in a chamber on the ground floor, 
where two of the pupls slept^ two windows were 
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jccfm-plettlf destioj^ed, :the iglass bavhxg 'been irbrjoK^ 
'i^n lime of the %eds. Jit was foiStunate that ihe 
inmajbes were mot iigiured, as the w^iod^ork^as dn 
.such aistate w^^en I fsaw.it, that it had yielded Id 
d[herblcKW.^2Lnd remsdned fsuspemdedtwer that paitt 'Of 
the bed where the girPs neck must have lain. Chrow- 
Jsars vor thick poles nmiBtt Ihav^ been eiikployed by 
(powerful jnexi >lo have ^xroduoed i3uch destruictiori. 
Mr. JElhifeo, who bad previously (Atug. 12) drarwn 
up tan addiess fto 4fhe seledt men of the town, offer- 
dug to qnatt the -vdUage, if ihe property could the \dis- 
posed of without loss, ^and !die ;law of exclusixm be 
laespealed, cadled with another person ((Mr. H-incbl^, 
of Plainiield) upon Mi. Jaxdsom, the tawn^elerk, to 
state what had ^passed. Mr. Judson opened ^the 
door, and was inlsroduced to Mr. IPhileo by his com- 
panion. The tceremony -of shalking hands havong 
been performed, and no invitation given to walk dn, 
llie fisiSIowing conviersatiaii, :as far as my iitfoBniant 
xsould i^ememberithe words, took place. IMr. PhilBro : 
— " I flhonld be happy. Sir, lo see you for a few mo- 
mertts." Mr. Judson : — "I do not waift to rsee pou^ 
fSk, any imare than J oow see youi** " I have bu- 
«ne8s with yon.'* — " I (have no rbusiness with ^flw." 
** I hspve with you. Six." — " I will do mo business 
with yon. Six. Yauir conduct has been. such lately^ 
ihat I haine no confidence in you.** Se then ^shut 
.the doer, -signing, " good night." 

tks seon las cthe ptt|plls were ahlfi to quit the (vil- 
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Aage, t&ey Tetumed to Ibeir ^panavts, koLvrng ismt a 
few in the house, who were waiting for JmstFucfioDS 
ironi home. Mr. Phileo ihafl itwo ouen £ar Bievieral 
mghts to watch &e iiaase. Hxjit 'omie of the attdiari- 
!ties ^ the tomi^ Ihaid rheen to inquii^ iisko the matiKo:, 
omdnane of 4ftie weigbibars bad ^called to 4Difier'aBBiet- 
«nce, Jor express fsyiapB&j witli 4ihe ;si:Kffe(Fer&. No 
itewscrd, lescspt iby Mr. Phdleo liimgelf, had been 
<ifiered for the detection of tiie offenders. ExcluBi^e 
tof the bills owing by the scholars, there was ^ 4ebt 
•of l^SOO doUiars on ^ofe house, H^e bad been *sued 
&r';part ofit. The Bchoolwras im-a pixxsperous state 
when it was thus sudd^ilty diBpersed. Inhere i^^etre 
twenty pupils, and every .pioi^pect -df incroa^g 4he 
zratnber to tUrty, ^^hen ^tbe profit ^wonld have been 
tsoffici^ent 1,0 <3iovGr the -eKpenses aod pay off the in- 
(cmnbranoes. Severed ivppSicartdons had recently heen 
made £[^ admittance. Two young women had come 
tfrom the Har^6a m >Guba to New Y&rky wijh the 
Sntentioii ^ proceeding to Casilferbuiy ; but returned 
iweoe as soon as %bey h^atrd whsft had ^aS^en plaoe. 
Two mcnre were condng 'from iKartford, as many 
&onn tiie Ea^t, and anottibeq- Ifrom W^oester ; w^hile 
4c^ers had been reoeir^ from mother quarters reciueet- 
ing information about the establishment One^av- 
riv-ed from Bo^on jnst after it was brdken up. The 
inlei]fti(m ^of tthis mnch injiired -and meritoa'$!'ous 
^oman was <to tqtat tbe scene of her heroism as soon 
as her debts w^g fiqoida^ted, and iea^e the adroit 
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to torment one another and prepare for the contempt 
of the world. 

Mrs. Phileo talked to me of going to England-r^ 
an asylum from persecution that more than one' 
American told me would, ere long, be sought by his 
countrymen. It was Connecticut that Hampden 
looked to when about to quit his native land^ op- 
pressed by regal tyranny, — it is Connecticut that his 
disciple would now fly from— the victim of a perse- 
cution infinitely more galling and cruel. " One 
refuge seemed to remain," says the American Quar- 
terly Review, ^^an asylum from the measures of 
tyranny seemed to be open in the wilds of America. 
The Star-chamber and the High Commission Court, 
two of the vilest institutions that had been ever 
used," (Dagget and Judson had not yet appeared,) 
" for the purposes of persecution, had already driven 
great numbers of the Puritans to New England. Say- 
brook, at the mouth of the Connecticut, so called from 
its first proprietors, Lords Say and Brooke, who bad 
.from their boyhood lived together as brothers, and 
whose ties of affection had been cemented by. a con- 
stant agreement in public life, was now selected as 
the place where they might found a patriarchal com^ 
munity." . 

I called, as a friend of Mrs. Phileo, on Mr. 
Judson, with the view of inquiring whether any 
measures had been, or would be adopted by the 
town authorities to discover the perpetrators of this 
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disgraceful outrage. He was not, however, at home, 
and I proceeded to the residence of one of the select 
men, as I was anxious to hear both sides of the 
question, — but I was not more fortunate there. My 
third visit was successful, as Mr. Bacon, another 
select man, was within. He received me very ci- 
villy. I was accompanied by Mr. Parish, a very 
worthy and sensible old man from Brooklyn. Mr. 
Bacon told me that no proceedings had been insti- 
tuted for the detection and prosecution of the offend- 
.ers, and he had no reason to suppose that there 
would be any. The matter had not been brought 
officially before the authorities. I reminded him of 
Mr. Phileo's application to the only magistrate of 
the place. I asked him whether the school had 
given any ground of complaint by misconduct. He 
replied, not the least, but the inhabitants had been 
justly indignant with the mistress for introducing a 
class of people whom they did not wish to see among 
them ; — that remonstrances had been made without 
effect, — that no notice of her intention had been 
given to them; and that even her father had not 
been consulted. I remarked, in reply, that every 
t>ne in a free country had a right to act as he 
pleased, providing he did not injure the property or 
piersons of others, whose wishes ought not to influ- 
ence or determine him in the pursuit of what he 
might consider the performance of a duty or the gra- 
tification of a harmless whim; and that a parent 
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ottnnot lexaot implixnt obedteace .from a ^ciiiM miuo Ss 
told <enoi|^ to .]udge :fi!>r!liBiiseIf. 

JSe then «aid she rhad acted ncLcmdnrarjr .to Ithe lamr aif 
the State ; and I seoaUed tto ibis TOcoUection rndoEt die 
!88ei[tied to havB forgotten, or (diought I did.'nDt lounr, 
ihat itbe Jaw 4o wJiich he .had alluded nvas pasBBBd 
aifter, and dtn consequence 0f die ^establishment «f 
hsr school,; and -.thai iti^vsLs^hardlydfair toGKpssAasbe 
WAidd 'bowito the authonity 'of an enactrnfinttHRrhile 
^he was i;akmg ^ftie^niy <steps.in Jner power 4o qsmme 
iJbs innconstittLtionaliity. W« then ttoo'k sOur ieave^of 
.Mi. Bacon, and returned to tBrooklyn. 

The following Monday I M^nt-to . Hartford, 'whese a 
oause hadJatelyrbeenttriad of fgresftimportaaa^e to&e 
worliipg'olasses. A^amthad been:b]X)ught.by^jnaaD(n* 
fcuctuiingioompany (againat :some men &xr conapuriKig 
together to raise wages tby (effecting arstnke^ andiio 
hinder othevs irom :engaging tin the'emplo}anent«f 
the iplaintiffs. After :a week's hard ifighttxi^ ihe 
i^erdiot was in fa^or of ithe tdefendatnts,ias the laidier 
party oould not rmake out sudh^a case 'of tdireat an- 
bury as would entitle them to 'damages. Therapist 
of combinatiotns by which .ihe whole Union ihas beai 
for a hmgdime agitated, is likely to be considerablgr 
influenced by irhis decision; since it places 4he 
•comlts of justiiCe in a position of -strict imparlialily 
between the coniencUng parties. 

It was a iiovel case, and ithe Jawyeis wexe tpuzakd 
to find iany janalogies to take .the place of ipreoddenti. 



The plajntiiEs had: appeatledto a^. h%her cotiriL Tdd 
tha mean time tbe opesatinreS|. it.i&>|p be hoped^wi]!' 
difleoyer tha4; strikes aare more injurious to tbeni'thaxr 
io^ their masters. What with: the- &U of wagesy 
wbliQhr the derasgemjeut of comntevGe. througE its 
tiarious ebannels &om the producer to the conaunfiit 
ooca^oBs^, the l<is& of labor during the continuance ofi 
t)ie ^^ tunx out," the introduction of rivals, and the- 
cost, of maintaining a greedy and ambitious execaw. 
tiArcj^ it i& generaily found that the termination. o£ 3> 
i^rike finds the workman in a worse situation thaoi 
he was at its Gommencemeait» 

It'is]aia€mtahle to see the gnsi^h^djrofi thQmfif< 
ch^fis united/ iur. the purauit of Bn unattainable; eb* 
jast^. oaUing out for amaodmumof renl^ andamisi^ 
nmua ef.wAgee^ accusing; the rich of oppressing* ther 
peoCy and bankers of growing wealthy by preying^ €» 
the community, insisting upon A metallic currency tok 
th& exclusion of paper, deprecating the- intciaiduclion 
<|f. evevy- thing for^gn,. and waging: war agtunat m^ 
yentioBr;^— whiW designing, demagpguestaffe. eHnriadtng. 
ooetfaein sfaouHera to effiee>. flattering them-, in tbeic 
iUosioMv ^^ cajoling them out of their righlSk. Tket 
i^atemi of combiaalion ia n0t. con£n««t ta ses as 
OQUttisry. The ^^ young ladies^ of Lewellliavrt dockiCMb 
Asji wiU na longer submit tO' tbe ^oranny^ of &«r 
co^n^lord; and the operattvies. q£ Canada, aoft 
mtlttng: ccHaaon- caose with liieir hoBAxBrn on tiui 
Qlkcr side o£ the lalKs* The comlijf Im bog baanr 
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distracted with these disputes. In 1828, the jour- 
neymen cotton-weavers of New York struck for 
wages, and several of them cut the webs out of Ihe 
looms of an establishment, the owner of which re-- 
fused to comply with their demands, his own work- 
men having declined joining them. Another set of 
men, employed on the river, carried their resistance 
so far, as . to attack a packet ship (the Sully) with 
the view of persuading or compelling her men to 
desist from their work. The captain was severely 
injured by them. Two or three other vessels were 
treated in a similar manner ; and it was not till the 
police had been called in that the riot was quelled* 
This violence has yielded to a more regular organ* 
ization and a quieter mode of proceeding, — more^et* 
nicious, perhaps, to society, as the combination co»» 
tinues longer, and is mixed up with political xaii* 
cour. 

A work,- which excited the public mind in Eng<« 
land very strongly some years ago, " The Claims of 
Labor against Capital," was republished in America, 
and appears, in conjunction with others of a worse 
tendency, to have had a bad effect upon society by 
loosening the ties that bind its members together. 
Some of the doctrines, however, inculcated by the 
writers of these publications, were of such a revolting 
aild preposterous nature, (such as community of wo-* 
men and equal division of property,) as to carrjr 
their own remedy and refutation with them. The 
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good sense of the country preserved it from apply- 
ing a real and a permanent poison as a cure for 
imaginary and partial disorders. The "Fanny 
Wright's men " have dwindled down to a small sect, 
who have neither mind to reflect nor conscience to 
feel. The foundress has followed the example of 
Mary Wolstonecraft, and is now performing the du- 
ties of married life in France ; while the colony she 
planted in the West, by pursuing an opposite course, 
has disgusted every man who has any regard for the 
decencies and duties of life. 

. When I left Hartford there were three places 
taken by the stage, they were marked in the way- 
bill, (1) a lady, (2) a lady, (3) a colored man. I was 
rather surprised to see the latter " booked." I asked 
why thc'names.had been omitted. I was told it was 
to secure therfiiBt two against annoyance; and to 
i^how those, who applied for places, what sort of a 
feUow-traveller they were to have in the third ; that 
they might take what steps they thought fit on such 
an occasion. I thought I had seen most of the 
*^ whims and oddities " of the country ; — but here 
was one more amusing than any I had yet met with. 
Concealment of names employed at the same time 
to shelter one party from insult and expose another 
to it!— a general description, serving as a protection 
and an opprobrium to persons who are in close 
contact, and people travelling incognito in the same 
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ic^tkle, Isieeauae libey are respected, and heeinse 
ace^ despisiid ! 

While' I was at. New York,. I was xniroduced. to? 
an- Eaig^shmaoy (Mr^« ©eoEg^- Tkompsonv).' wfaa heti 
jmt araved with^ the kitj^tion of kdnmngt upon t&cr 
sRiibJ€i0t of sla^^eiy,, ior ^Miniesdoa; with, the prejudfte! 
agiaiiisit coloc H^wa& sent out bjr anr aati'-slaa^nigr' 
aasdciatioo) in Seottand ;, as tker Americaeflr sensb oiat 
niissieinaiies>, i»> Burmah on AiHca;. and. tfa« isstep^ 
tiaauk he met with^^ like &e cannibal propensitiesi efi 
savages, proved the necessity of a. lemedjr bjr tiae 
^kdencer e£ the diseased against the physician. 
Thfoatei had loBg: been uttered thronghi the 
a^nst him. While boarding at one of' die. 
nespeetabte hoiuBes in the city, he was infojcmed Ifr 
the^ landlord^, wiih expressions of xegreb that ho wa^ 
compelled to communicate the illiberal! sentiments 
of his oountrymen> diat he must forthwith look ontc 
ion some other establishment ;. as hiJs guests had all 
sigpit6ied to him, in & bod)r,,theix determinalAon ta 
msmem no longi^ under the* same ooof witb die Eng- 
Uah agitator^ The. psq^ers. took good eare. ta let. the 
public know v/haM had paas^d ; adding,, with a. fam 
eubellishmeniCS, at hint^ that they trusted no one 
would take him in^, except upon the conditifflL tbalr 
he would not. address a pubHc audience on the sab«- 
j^fitof davery: — a higher tribute of respect to ItfaK 
num. than to their own cause. Ji heard senrexaL msa^ 
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converging upon the matter, and applauding what 
had been done. Free discussion is not allowed 
whether to strangers or to citizens. The nK)St ^i- 
lightened and lib^al people in the world are afraid ot 
having the merits of their political and social system 
submitted to an open investigation. The same per- 
sons who call on you to admire, forbid you to con- 
demn. Write against freedom, and your work will 
be received with the highest honors* ; speak in fa- 
vor of it, and you run the risk of being tarred and 
feathered. You may praise America from your 
hatred of tyranny ; but you must not censure her 
from your hatred to tyrants. If you chance to hint 
that the cap of liberty, which you see glittering at^ 
die top of a long pole, is placed so high that every 
fifth man cannot reach it, and is so shrunk by ex- 
posure to a bad air that the other four cannot wear 
it, you will soon wish yourself back in a free coun- 
try. 

The new mission of philanthropy has been ekni- 
nently successful. Such has been the persuasive 
dbquence, with which its objects have been ad- 
vocated, that, after sixteen public addresses de- 
livered in the course of a fortnight, urgent applica- 
tions had been received in February from upwards 

• The Bill, passed by the British Legislature, for the Aboli- 
tion of Slavery, is now, with marginal notes by the Committee 
of the West Indian Planters, in the library of the Athenaeum 
at Phfladelphia. 

VOL, III. P 
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of 100 diiBferent pldjces for immediate lectures. The. 
cause isy indeed, making the most extraordinary pxo- 
gre^s; the prejudice which seemed to be tbe chief 
obstacle, having become its auxiliary, — for all, who 
are converted, feel that they owe reparation for the 
injustice they have committed. An anti-Slavery 
Society has been formed in Kentucky, under more, 
favorable auspices t^an any that ever attended si- 
milar associations in the South. 

Two ministers of the Baptist persuasion (Dr. Cox 
and Mr. Hoby) have, just embarked from this coim- 
try for Richmond in Virginia, on a spiritual mission 
to their brethren in the United States. They have 
made up their minds to bear reproach, and persecu- 
tion, and death itself, in the performance of what 
they consider a sacred duty. They will remonstrate 
with the teachers of religion on the neglect of its 
high duties in their congregations and in themselves : 
and they are sustained by those principles which 
can alone ensure success to human efforts, or af- 
ford consolation under their failure. 

The' tie which supports slavery, by binding to- 
gether the churches of the South with those of the 
North, will now present the best point of attack 
upon it. There were, in 1833, 752 Presbyterian 
churches, with 51,599 coinmunicants in the slave 
States. The Btaptists had 3007 churches, with 
215,513 communicants; while the Methodists were 
still more numerous. There was not one society of 
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orthodox Congregationalists in that section of the 
Union. We can readily beKeve that the Pilgrims 
never passed the Potomac ; for their doctrines are 
not to be fonnd on the other side. There are more 
abolitionists among the latter than among other re- 
ligionists. Their independence of ecclesiastical ju- 
risdiction and of sectarian connexion, will explain 
the reason, while it explains also, why they nevep 
gained footing among the planters. They might 
have proved troublesome, and they could not have 
exercised any influence in the North. 



p 2 



316 TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES. [CHAP. XXXII. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

Plunder and Murder of the Blacks at Philadelphia. — Their 
Forbearance and Resignation.— How to prevent Riots. — 

Advice to the Victims Results to be seen at Columbia. — 

John Randolph's Last Moments. — His Will disputed. 

On the 26th, I went to Philadelphia, where I 
made inquiries into the causes of those riots, that 
had taken place in the city during my absence. 
They were similar, in their origin and objects, to 
what had previously occurred at New York; and 
were clearly the result of a preconcerted organized 
plan — the end aimed at, being the expulsion of the 
blacks ; and the plot embracing many, whose rank 
in society would secure concealment, while it gave 
facilities to the conspiracy. 

I will give the facts, as far as I was enabled to 
ascertain them, in the exact order in which they 
occurred. On the 14th of July, the ** Pennsylvania 
Enquirer and Courier," speaking of the New York 
riots, made use of the following words : ** With 
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regard to Philadelphia, we have not the slightest 
^prehension ; for no public journalist in this city 
would, under existing circumstances, give place to a 
call for a meeting of abolitionists : and we feel 
assured that the proper authorities will be fully 
sustained by the community in preventing, by force 
if necessary, the circulation of any hand-bills having 
reference to an abolition meeting." 

On the 29th, the same paper had the following 
paragraph. ** We perceive that H^ * Journal of 
Commerce' has charged the ^Courier and En^ 
quirer ' and ^ Commercial Advertiser ' * with provok- 
ing the riots. This charge is in a certain sense true ; 
but we, nevertheless, rather approve than disapprove 
of the course pursued by those journals, when we 
consider the circumstances. The papers, alluded to, 
observing the movements of the fanatics, saw that 
unless they were indignantly checked by the people, 
• — unless some strong and decided demonstration of 
public feeling was made against them, the people of 
the South would take the alarm, and a disruption of 
the Union be the result Hence it became the 
object — the commendable object — of the presses 
alluded to, to obtain a decided expression of senti- 
ment ; and, in order to obtain it, they perhaps went 
too far, appealed too warmly to public opinion and 
feelings. At all events they accomplished their 
object. A popular demonstration upon the subject 

• These are aQ New York papers. 
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of amalgamation was given — a demonstration that 
the fanatics are not likely soon to forget; and, 
though our contemporaries in New York cannot bat 
regret the excesses committed by the mob, — cannot 
but deprecate the recurrence of any similar scenes, 
and more the necessity for them, still they must feel 
conscious of having discharged a duty — of having 
stepped between a band of wild and erring ehthu- 
siasts, who were rapidly urging on a civil revolution, 
or a dissolution of this beautiful Union.'V After 
these hints followed a direct appeal to the ferocious 
passions of the populace; and the next day the 
rabble, who had thus been tutored and prepai^d, 
rushed upon their prey with the savage delight 
of well-trained blood-hounds, and the hop^ of 
plenary indulgence and perfect impunity. 

The riots took place on the 12th of August; ron 
the 11th the following communication appeared in 
the ^^ Commercial Herald:" "Among the evils to 
which our good citizens are subjected, there is notte 
more universally complained of, than the conduct of 
the black porters who infest our markets*; it being 

* Forty years ago a colored man appeared, for the first time, 
33 a carman at Pliiladelphia. Great jealousy was excited 
among that class of men ; and every expedient was tried to get 
rid of a competitor whose success would draw others into the 
business. Threats and insults were followed by a reiport that 
he had been detected in stealing. The Quakers came forward 
to support him. They inquired into the grounds of the chai^* 
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the business of these colored gentlemen, for the most 
party to market for the public-houses. Is there no 
WSLJ9 Mr. Editor, in which the persons of our citi- 
zens can be protected from their assaults ? Is there 
no way in which the rudeness and violence of these 
ruffians can be prevented? If not, it is high time 
for the ladies at least to retire, and give up the pri- 
vilege of marketing to those with whom might is 
right?" 

It is evident from this diabolical caJumny, that the 
attack, which followed next day, was preconcerted. 
The colored porters are remarkable every where for 
their civility. It would be easy to magnify any ac- 
cident, that might happen from a man carrying a 
heavy load through a crowded market, into an in- 
tentional insult ; and thousands would be rea:dy to 
give credit and circulation to the complaint. All 
doubt upon the subject will be removed by reference 
to what occurred on the night of the ninth. One of 
Mr, Forten's sons, a boy about fifteen years of age, 

and published its refutation. Their patronage maintained him 
in his situation, and encouraged others to follow his example. 
There are now plenty of them thus employed. At New York, 
a license cannot be obtained for them ; and a black carman in 
that city is as rare as a black swan. This little anecdote ought 
to call up a blush on the cheek of many a ** Friend." It tells 
him, in language as plain as his garb, that he might have pro- 
tected these unfortunate men from rapine and murder, if he had 
acted in conformity to the practice of his forefathers, and his 
own professiofis. 
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who had been sent out on an errand, was attacked, 
on his return, about nine o'clock, by a gang of fifty 
or sixty young men in blue jackets and trowsers, and 
low-crowned straw hats. They were armed with 
cudgels, which they made use of to strike him as he 
lay stunned by a blow he had received from one of 
them* Their eagerness to get at him enabled him to 
escape; as their sticks crossed one another in the 
confiision, and he ran off. A neighbor — a white 
man, — ^followed the gang, out of regard for the lad's 
&ther, and was present when they were disnussed in 
an adjoining street by their leader. They were 
thanked for their services, and informed that they 
were to meet on the same spot, and at the same time 
on the 11th, the next day being Sunday. '^ We wUl 
then," he exclaimed, " attack the niggers." On the 
Monday, Mr. Forten communicated what had passed 
to the mayor, who sent a police force to the place of 
rendezvous, and took seven of the ganginto custody :— 
one of whom had unguardedly displayed a bludgeon, 
vowing vengeance against the blacks. The rest 
made their escape. The culprits were bound over 
to keep the peace in recognizances of 300 dollaxB 
each. The city was thus prepared against the me* 
ditated assault ; and the outrages were confined to 
the districts out of the mayor's jurisdiction. Having 
however, obtained authority from the sheriff, the 
chief officer of the city proceeded to the scene of 
action with constables, rushed into the mob with 
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great courage, and dispersed the rioters, having taken 
several prisoners. Mr. Forten's life was threatened ; 
and both the mayor and the sheriff, by whom he is 
most deservedly respected, promised to protect him. 
His house was guarded by a horse patrol, who con- 
tinued in their rounds to pass it at short intervals ; 
and the posse comitattts, amounting to 5000 men, 
well armed, were called out, as the municipal author- 
ities were determined to put down the disturbances 
at once in their district, by shooting the offenders, 
should they persevere in their nefarious proceedings. 
Had not these energetic measures been timely taken, 
the whole city might have been a prey to thieves and 
vagabonds. 

An Irishman, of the name of Hogan, behaved 
most i;iobly on this occasion. Having heard that 
Mr. Forten's house was likely to be attacked, he 
offered his services to defend^ it. " Whoever," said 
he, " would enter at this door, to injure you or your 
family, my friend, must pass over my dead body." 
These facts I had from Mr. Forten himself. Another 
person, — a benevolent Quaker, — whom the blacks, 
ac^ one of them told me, almost adore for his kind- 
ness to them, related to me what he had himself 
witnessed. He went among the mob, and listened 
to their menaces, and imprecations against the 
colored people. The leader, with whom he entered 
into conversation, (he had not his Quaker dress on,) 
producing a long knife he bad concealed in his 
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bosom, swore he would bury it in the heart's blood 
of the first black he eould get at. The objects of 
their blind fury, determined to defend themselves 
with what weapons they could find, had taken refuge, 
to the number of fifty or sixty, in a building that 
belongs to them, and is known by the name of 
BenezetHall. The stafi*-officers of the besieging army 
lay concealed in an alley close by, where they con- 
sulted together, and issued their orders, or encouraged 
the troop to " march forward f — shouts, that had 
but little efi*ect, as the party to whom they were ad- 
dressed moved to and fro in one mass, propelled by 
those behind, and receding as their fears increased 
with their proximity to the enemy. The " friend '* 
alluded to succeeded at last in persuading the be- 
sieged to re-enter the house, firom which they had 
sallied out ; and, with the assistance of a constable, 
they made their escape by a back-way. The mayor 
was present, and harangued both sides, exhorting the 
besieged to remain passive, and not to exhibit any 
marks of opposition to the other, on pain of for- 
feiting the chance they had of his protection. 
This communication was loudly cheered by the 

rioters :-^ne of whom called out, '* D n that 

nigger — see how he insults us! — he is smoking a 
cigar.'* My informant, who had marked one of the 
leaders, delivered him over to a constable ; and they 
proceeded with him to a magistrate. But the latter 
declined acting. Other cases occurred, where both 



CHAP. XXXII.] HURDEB OF BLACK. 328 

magistrates and constables shrunk from their duty. 
Three constables declared before two magistrates, 
after the Quaker had retired, that they would not 
protect his house, if it were attacked or set on fire. 
The authority of the law, in fact, was gone ; and the 
peace of the community was at the mercy of a 
ferocious rabble. 

When subscriptions were solicited, after a tempo- 
rary calm had taken place, to repair the damages 
done by this frightful whu-lwind, some of the citizens 
refused to give any thing for such an object; ob- 
serving, that they should have no objection to con- 
tribute something, if a fund were raised to send the 
blacks out of the country — thus openly avowing a 
participation in that brutal antipathy, which had 
occasioned the loss both of property and of life. 
Two at least were killed. One of them was so 
severely beaten, that he was found at the back of his 
house covered with blood — ^he was taken insensible 
to the hospital, where he> soon after expired. The 
other was drowned in attempting to cross the river 
with his child. He was seized with cramp or with 
fear, and had but just time to ddiver the infant into 
the hands of his wife, who was standing' on the 
bank, when he sank beneath the water, and yielded 
to a death less cruel than the destiny which awaits 
so many of his race. The blood of the former 
victim I saw on the ground where he fell. NeaY the 
spot stood a tub, into which a woman put her infant 
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children, whil^ sbe concealed herself behind it from 
her pursuers, who were hunting for her in the yard. 
She declared afterwards that the tub, on which she 
kept her eyes fixed, moved convulsively, as the babes 
within trembled with fear. Not a cry or a sound 
issued from it. She had cautioned them to be 
quiet ; and they lay silent as their mangled neighbor. 

The furniture of one of the houses I visited was 
broken to pieces. Chairs, looking-glasses, tables — 
nothing was spared. The owner escaped almost by 
miracle, leaving his wife and child up stairs. 

The rioters were under the command of a leader, 
and were searching for plunder ; as the master of 
the house was known to have money upon the pre- ^ 
mises. He had just built a house, and one reason 
for attacking it was, that he had employed colored 
men. Another house I saw, had every thing — 
windows, staircase, bedsteads, doors — demolished. 
The proprietor concealed himself in the chimney. 
His wife was beaten. They had thirty dollars 
stolen from them. It was a good substantial house. 

The mob consisted chiefly of young men — ^many 
of them tradesmen. One of the sufferers, a man of 
wealth and great respectability, was told afterwards 
by a white, that he would not have been molested, 
if he had not, by refusing to go to Liberia, prevented 
others from leaving the country. 

I was astonished to meet with so much patience 
and resignation, imder such a series of injuries — 
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equally unexpected and undeserved. Several of 
these kind-hearted creatures observed to me, that 
what had happened was designed by the Almighty 
foi^ their good ; as it had brought out friends whom 
they had never seen before. It appeared, fix)m aU I 
could learn, during two or three visits I paid to the 
sufferers, that the Irish laborers were actively em- 
ployed in this vile conspiracy against a peoplie of 
whom they were jealous, because they were more 
industrious, orderly, and obliging than themselves. 
They were but instruments, however, in the hands of 
a higher power. An elderly woman, who possessed 
considerable acuteness and observation, gave me a 
very clear account of what passed in her own dwell- 
ing, where I saw her. The door and the windows were 
forced in ; and she hid herself in a closet, whence 
she heard aiid saw all that took place. Some money, 
that she had left on the chimney-piece, was the first 
thing seized. The furniture was then destroyed; 
while several men in black masks, and disguised 
with shabby coats and aprons, searched about the 
room to see if any one lay there concealed. She 
recognised one man's voice, reproving a lad with an 
oath, for saying they had done enough. This man 
she washed for. The next day he told her he should 
not employ her any longer. She laid her complaint 
before the mayor ; and the party accused was bound 
over to appear at the proper time. While in court, 
she saw a well dressed man step up to the mayor, 
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and whisper something in his ear. The colored 
people were immediatelj ordered out of court. This 
distinction, before the very seat of justice, however 
disgraceful to the country, had an object beyond the 
degradation it implied. The parties, most interested 
in investigating the truth, were to be excluded ; 
because they had been eye-witnesses of the transac- 
tion, or were most competent to understand its 
details. This woman was remarkably shrewd, and 
equally quick in seeing the drift of a question, and 
giving point to the answer. One remark she made 
with regard to soinething that had recently occur- 
red, more than once, to herself and other women^ 
confirmed the view that Solon took of human 
nature, when he omitted parricide in his penal code, 
ne non tam prohibere quam admonere videretur. 
The same may be said of the discussions upon the 
subject of amalgamation. 

Another woman, on opening her door when sum- 
moned by the rioters, saw, in the first person who 
entered, a tradesman to whom she was well known. 
He made some excuse and retired, calling off the 
" pack". On the following day her windows w6re 
repaired; and her neighbors, to whom she had re- 
lated the events of the preceding night, missed her,— 
and she had not returned when I was there. She 
>vould most likely make her appearance again, when 
her evidence could be no longer useful. These per- 
secuted, inoffensive people were driven firqm their 
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dwellings into the fields and lanes, where many 
passed the night in a state of destitution and appre- 
hension. The municipal authorities refused to admit 
them into the almshouse, though appUcation was 
made for the purpose by a respectable man, a phy- 
sician, from whom I had the information, and though 
the establishment was untenanted. The mayor, when 
jequested to grant them the place for an asylum, de- 
<clared that, as an individual, he had no objection to 
assist them; but that, as chief magistrate, he was 
afraid to let them in, lest the building should be torn 
down. He recommended that they should be got in 
clandestinely. About a dozen procured a retreat 
there, through the exertions and upon the responsi- 
bility of the person to whom I allude. He himself 
assisted them in his own house to the utmost of his 
power. Having observed to him how much I had 
been shocked at the brutality I had witnessed and 
beard of against the blacks, — " You have not", said 
he, " seen one-tenth of the horrors that are constantly 
practised here. I myself have fi*equenily men brought 
to me with bruises and broken heads, inflicted for no 
other reason than that they have not made way in 
time for the white lords of the creation. There," he 
added, pointing to a little girl who was in the room, 
" that poor child was sweeping the pavement in 
front of the house a few days back, when a ruffian 
struck her a violent blow on the head, and she fell 
into the street, where her mistress found her in a 
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state of stupor, unable to move, and afraid to cry for 
help." After this assault the poor creature was afraid 
to venture out bynight, — ^though she said, that if her 
master wanted any thing, she would go for it She 
was a very good girl; extremely diligent and trust? 
worthy. There was a little colored boy in the house^ 
remarkable for his sensitive feelings. If any thing 
was said to him that implied inattention on his part, 
he would shed tears, and redouble his exertions to 
please his benevolent protectors. 

Every one bore testimony to the good conduct and 
forbearance of the blacks under these severe trials^ 
The Pennsylvania " Enquirer and Cornier", a strong 
anti-abolition paper, expressed itself in the following 
manner : — ^^ The scene of action lay within the dis- 
trict of Moyamensing ; and the magistrates there de- 
clined any interference, on the ground, as they al- 
leged, of their exertions in quelling the riot on the 
preceding night having met with the disapprobation 
of the inhabitants of the district This appears to be 
a very singular reason for not attempting to quell a 
disturbance, more disgraceful than any that our citi- 
zens have ever witnessed ; but, as we received it from 
one of the magistrates himself, we are bound to give 
it to our readers, as the only reason we can give them 
why the disturbance was not immediately suppressed. 

^ From the same source, as well as through other 
channels, we are assured that, notwithstanding the 
fearful height which the riot reached, and the great 
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destraction of property that followed, the whole affair 
might have been effectually suppressed by the exer- 
tions of twenty or thirty resolute and determined 
men. This, however, was not done ; and the dwell- 
ings of unoffending blacks, against whom not a sha- 
dow of offence was even alleged, were shamefully 
abused, — the inmates compelled to flee^for safety^ 
and their furniture broken up and scattered about the 
streets." 

I was assured by a person of the strictest veracity, 
who had conversed with many of the inhabitants of 
the district after the riots had ceased, that an extra- 
ordinary degree of apathy and indifference prevaUed 
among them with regard to the injury inflicted upon 
the sufferers, the punishment of the offenders, and 
the reparation to be made for the damage done. The 
proprietors of the houses in that quarter seemed 
anxious to get rid of a population, the presence of 
which they considered prejudicial to their ibterests, 
by preventing the introduction of a more wealthy 
class of people. 

A committee was appointed by the inhabitants of 
Philadelphia, to inquire into the causes and conse- 
quences of these riots'. I have extracted a few pas*' 
sages from their elaborate report, as I think they 
evince a degree of pusillanimous partiality irrecon- 
cileable with the duties they had imdertaken to per- 
form. " They came" — such are the words they use 
— ^^ to a determination to avoid, so far as a fSadthfid 



880 TOUB IN THE UNITED STATES. [CHAP. XXXH. 

discharge of duty would permit, the rexing and dis- 
tracting questions and opinions which influence the 
minds of a large portion of our citizens in relation to 
recent events.** This, one would have thought, 
amply sufficient for the purpose; — ^but, no, — they 
must add — ** The committee are sensible of the itti- 
portance attached t6 the opinions and questions to 
which they allude, and of their probable momentous 
and extensive influence on the peace and welfare not 
only of this district but of the whole United States.'* 
^' Among the causes which originated the late 
riots, are two, which have had such extensive in- 
fluence, that the committee feel they would be ob- 
ject to censure, if they did not notice them. An 
opinion prevails, especially among white laborers, 
that certain portions of our community prefer to 
employ colored people, whenever they can be had, 
to the employing of white people ; and that, in con- 
sequence of this preference, many whites, who are 
able and willing to work, are left without employ- 
ment, while colored people are provided with work, 
and enabled comfortably to maintain their families ; 
and thus many white laborers, anxious for employ- 
ment, are kept idle and indigent. Whoever mixed 
in the crowds and groups, at the late riots, must so 
often have heard those complaints, as to convince 
them, that the feelings from which they sprang, sti- 
mulated many of the most active among the rioters. 
It is neither the duty nor the intention of the Com- 



.CHAP. XXXII.] COMPLAINTS OP WHITES. 881 

inittee to lay down rules for the public, or the go- 
yemment of individuals, but they deem it within 
the obligations imposed upon them, to make. the 
statements they have made, and leave the matter 
for . correction to the con^deration and action of 
individuals.'' Whether the bated competition, or 
the unreasonable jealousy, be ^* the matter for cor- 
rection," we are not informed. I may just observe, 
that the same people cannot well be a burthen to the 
rich by their idleness, and a nuisance to the poor 
by their industry^ " The other cause, to which the 
Committee would refer, is the conduct of certain 
portions of the colored people, when any of their 
members are arrested as fugitives from justit^," 
(meaning the justice of the slave owner). ^' It has 
too often happened, that, when such cases have 
been under the consideration of the judicial author- 
ities of the country, the colored people have not 
relied on the wisdom and jilstice of the judiciary ; 
on the exercise of the best talents at the bar, or on 
the active and imtiring exertions of benevolent citi- 
zens, who promptly interest themselves in their 
behalf; but they have crowded the court-houses 
and the avenues to them, to the exclusion of 
almost all other persons: they have forcibly at- 
tempted the rescue of prisoners, and compelled the 
(M£cers of justice to lodge them for safety in other 
prisons than those to which they had been judici- 
ally committed. Scenes ]ike these have given birth 
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to unfiiendljleelings for those who have thus op^y 
assailed the officers of justice." 

This spirit of contumacy in a race remarkable 
(p^cording to Dr. Channing) for want of sympathy 
with one another, must certainly seem unaccountable 
as well as vexatious. The American, who assisted 
Lafayette to escape from the prison at Oimutz, and 
the Englishmen, who performed the same £ri^idly 
office for Lavalette, have been held up to die ad- 
miration of mankind. — ^But then the objects of iketr 
sympathy were the victims of political slavery, and 
had only conspired against the government of their 
country. Though " it is neither the duty nor lh€ 
intention of this Committee to lay down rules for 
the government of individuals," yet they are kind 
enough to make an exception in favor of those whe 
stand most in need of their paternal solicitude, ^^ As 
the peace of every community," they are pleased to 
say, *^ however large and peaceably disposed, may b* 
endangered and broken by the machinations of a 
few designing or turbulent persons, it is deemed a 
portion of the duty of this Committee, to make such 
suggestions as, in their opinions, may tend to avert 
so dreaded an event, as an irruption upon the quiet 
of any portion of our population. Nothing vrill 
tend to win the good opinion, and secure the good 
offices of the community more than a respectful and 
orderly deportment. It would do much good if 
those of the colored population, whose age K&d 
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character entitled tbem to have influence, would 
take the trouble to exercise it, and impress upon 
their younger brethren the necessity, as well as the 
propriety, of behaving themsdtes inoffensively and 
with civility at all times and upon all occasions; 
tftldng care, as they pass along the streets, or as- 
semble together, not to be obtrusive, thus giving 
bifth to angry feeUngs, and fostering prejudices and 
evil dispositions.'" 

Ihe horrid murder, of which I have spoken, is 
thus alluded to in this singular document ^^ The 
case o{ Stephen James is entitled to some considera* 
tian. He was an honest, industrious, colored man, 
a kind husband and a good father. He had retired 
to rest on the night of the 14th of August, but 
was aroused by the clamor of the mob. The cries 
which met his ears soon informed him that he was 
in danger, and he fled for safety. He was, how* 
ever, overtaken, and wounded in many places, even 
unto death. He never spoke, after he was ^und 
wounded in the yard. The Committee do not be^ 
Bc^e, that among all the persons who made up the 
mob assembled on this occasion, there was one 
wicked enough to contemplate taking- the life of 
aaz inoffensive and unoffending aged man. — ^Yet in 
truth they did this accursed thing. These &cts are 
stated to induce men to reflect upon the desperate 
deeds^ which mobs, without desperate intentions, 
may commit.'' 
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While complaints were thus made, in a free State,' 
that the free blacks were too industrious to please 
the lower classes, they were accused in a slave- 
State of l>eing too respectable to please the higher. 
" The Grand Jurors of the State of Missouri, em-' 
pannelled for the county of Saint Louis," recom-' 
mended, a few days be£3re, that the law against the 
introduction of such persons having proved " en- 
tirely inadequate in its provisions to accomplish 
the object of this constitutional provision,** the evil 
should be met " by the strongest legislative enact- ' 
ments with the utmost certainty and despatch.^* 
" Let not individuals of this class," they impltir- 
ingly pray, ** come to the State and remain for • 
years, drawing around themselves &milies and 
property, and forming connexions, until the sym- 
pathies of the people would make them exceptions 
to the general enforcement of the law." 

Not long after this. Dr. Parrish, one of the most 
amiable and respected of men, was mobbed at Colum- 
bia in Penusylvaiiia, and his personal safety threat- 
ened, for trying to undeceive the public mind with 
respect to the condition of the colored citizens of 
Philadelphia. They had been most grossly libelled 
by an advocate Of the, Colonization Society; and the: 
Doctor had sent home for official documents, to^^ 
disprove the charge against them. A gang of young 
men, who came to the house where, he was staying, 
with the intention to assault or insult him, were 
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awed into forbearance by his mild firmness — but he 
judged it prudent not to address the people on the 
subject. 

Some dreadful riots, accompanied with destruc- 
tion of property > broke out at the same place in 
October, owing, it was said, to the marriage of a 
white woman with a black man. The complexion, 
however, of the latter was so little to be distinguished 
from that of his wife, that he was taken for a white 
jin Maryland, where he was trayelling with a black, 
whom he saved from incarceration by declaring that 
he knew him to be a free man. This evidence was 
acknowledged by the authorities to be satisfactory, 
and his companion was released by the intervention 
of one who was not recognised, even in a slave- 
State, as subject to the same suspicion and dis- 
qualification. This account I received from a 
person who was well acquainted with him, and 
had himself been driven out of Columbia by a set of 
ruffians, who had got possession of all the offices in 
the district, and were striving ,to exclude the colored 
people from every employment. It is to this 
feeling that the disturbances are to be traced. 
At a meeting of the working men of Columbia, 
August 23, resolutions were passed against the 
blacks. The preamble, as it was published, con- 
tained the following sentiments. — "The practice 
of others in employing the negroes to do that labor, 
wl^ch: was formerly done entirely by whites, we 
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consider deserving oin: severest animadversions.**-— 
^^ Must the poor honest citizens, that so long have 
maintained their fatnilies by their labor, fly from 
their native place, that a band of disorderly negroes 
may revel with the money that ought to support the 
white man and his &imily, &c. ? " ^^ As the negroes 
now pursue occupations once the sole province of the 
whites, may we not in course of time expect to see 
them engaged in every branch of mechanical busi- 
ness ? and their known disposition to work for any 
price may well excite our fears, that mechanics at 
no distant period will scarcely be able to procure a 
mere subsistence." It is very singular that whites 
are imported into Jamaica, because the blacks aek 
too much for their labor, and are exported from 
Pennsylvania, because they ask too little. 

After this bill of grievances, it was naturally 
enough resolved by these ill-used men, that — (I use 
their own words) — " we will not purchase any 
article (that can be procured elsewhere) or give our 
vote for any office whatever, to any one who emplqys 
negroes to do that species of labor wfiite men have 
been accustomed to perform." " Resolved that the 
Colonization Society ought to be supported by aH the 
citizens favorable to the removal of the blacks from 
this country." On the 26th of the same month, the 
citizens met and passed their resolutions — ^James 
Given, Esq. in the chair. One of them was to this 

fi^^M • ^* TViaf a. pomrnittpp! he appointed whoSO' 
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duty it shall be to commnnicate with that portion of 
those colored persons who hold property in this 
borough, and ascertain, if possible, if they would be 
willing to dispose of the same at a fair valuation ; 
and it shall be the duty of the said committee, to 
advise the colored persons in said borough to 
refuse receiving any colored persons from other 
places as residents among them.'' 

It is to be presumed, that the committee, appointed 
for these praiseworthy purposes, were unsuccessful 
in obtaining what they counted on, their " fair 
valuation"; ejectment being soon after substituted 
for " purchase," and the owners compelled to move 
without any valuation at all. One of the sufferers, 
writing to a friend in PhUadelphia, says : « We had 
another severe riot in this place last night, which 
causes our minds to be very uneasy. The rioters began 
their work of destruction between 11 and 12 o'clock, 
aiid continued till about 2 o'clock, when we were 
farmed by the cry of * fire ! ' On looking, we beheld 
Mr. Cooper's (carpenter) shop enveloped in flames 
from top to boltom. It was entirely destroyed, together 
with all his tools, and a large quantity of lumber of all 
kinds dressed out for a large building now going up 
in this place, together with Mr. Eddy's stable ad- 
joining. It is supposed to have been set on fire 
by some incendiaries. Four houses were nearly 
destroyed by the rioters. One of the inmates, 
named James Smith, was nearly beaten to death. 

VOL. III. Q 
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The rioters entered their houses and destroyed every 
bit of furniture that they could find — even the stoves 
wete broken in pieces, and the flour was thrown out 
into the street. I feel no disposition of abandoning 
my house, mitil I have disposed of my personal pro- 
perty, unless they will persist a good deal fiirther." 
Not one angry expression, nor even a complaint oc- 
curs in this letter. It is dated, October 3d, 1834, 
and is now in my possession. The report of the 
Philadelphia Committee, before quoted, appeared on 
the 17th of September. How far it was calculated 
to protect the black man, may be seen in the prO'* 
ceedings against him at Columbia. 

Dr* Parrish, of whom I have just spoken, was pre* 
sent at the last moments of John Randolph. Tbiel 
eccentric Virginian had emancipated his slaves by 
will in 1822, and had ten years after^^^ards appointed 
a different disposition, and ordered them to be sold. 
On his death bed he made a most solemn declara'^ 
tion, in accordance with his first intention ; and, as 
the latter bequest was accompanied by circumstances 
that indicated the ptesence of temporary insanity, a 
strong hope is entertained, that the last wish he ex^ 
pressed may be canied into effect. The matter is 
now in course of litigation ; and Judge Leigh, of 
Virginia, who is one of the executors of the last 
testament, by which he is to receive a legacy of 
10,000 dollars, in addition to one of 5000 to his son, 
has, it is said, very honorably renounced bis claim, 
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from a conviction that it is inequitable iT not illegal* 
Dr. Pamsh attended both as physician and as witness, 
when the nuncupative will was announced. John, 
or Johnny — the favorite slave of the djring man, re* 
mained in the chamber the whole time; having look- 
ed the door at his master's desire, and put the key in 
his pocket. This was done to insure the presence of 
a white man ; that the benefit intended for the slaves 
might not by any possibility be defeated for want of 
legal proof. The scene, as it was related to me by 
the Doctor, must have been singularly interesting. 
It took place in an hotel at Philadelphia. The in- 
valid, who, as is well known, was remarkably tall 
and thin, being upwards of six feet in height, and 
but fourteen inches across the shoulders, raised him- 
self up from the bed on which he was reclining, and 
desired his man to draw a blanket in the Indian 
fashion over him, so as to cover the whole of hia 
person but the face, and to place his hat— a very 
shabby worn out habiliment — upon his head. He 
iben requested that a silver button, worn by his fa- 
ther, should be fixed on his shirt, and John cut a 
hole in the linen for that purpose. When these 
ceremonies, by which it would seem he wished to 
denote his Indian blood on the mother's side, and his 
patrician descent on the father's, were completed, 
three other witnesses were called in, and he declared 
bis intention to emancipate all his slaves, dwelling 
with great emphasis on that part of his will which 

Q2 
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provided fpr their comfprUble support. The negro 
stood by absorbed in grief. The other witness^$ 
were the landlord of the house, an,d two young men 
whom Dr. Parrish had invited, with the view of 
b^ing prepared, not only to produce a sufficient 
amount of testimony, but to obviate any objectioos 
that might be made to his religious principles, which 
might perhaps be thought to bias the mind of a 
Quaker, while giving his evidence in favor of the 
slaves. 

Every witness was distinctly asked, in succession, 
if he fully comprehended what he had heard. The 
Doctor then retired with the landlord, and, on his 
return about an hour after, he found several of the 
testator's friends in the room. His patient had, 
however, become incapable of utterance, and shortly 
after, John Randolph, of Boanoke, was no more. 

I have omitted to state that the dying man ex- 
claimed, in the presence of his physician and his 
slave — " Remorse ! Remorse ! You do not know 
what remorse is. Doctor. Shew me the word in a 
book! — ^look for it in a dictionary!" — It could not 
be found in a printed form.—" Write it down then." 
The Doctor vrrote it down on a card. " Write it qn 
the other side top: — and let Johnny make a mark 
under it with a pencil." The card is now in 
possession of the physician, with the pencil marks 
upon it. 
" Joha Randolph, of Roanoke, had about 400 
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slaves. Their value was estimated at 100,000 dollars. 
He gave them clothing enough at Christmas to last 
them the whole year— as coats, hats, bedding, blan- 
kets, &c., and all who took care of what they re- 
ceived were well dressed men. He sent food from 
his own^kitchen to all the unmarried ones, and plenty 
of provisions to be Cooked by those who had fami- 
lies in their own cabins. He had five or six nurses, 
whose business it was to attend to the sick. And 
his overseer had special directions never to inflict a 
blow. He punished them as we punish children— 
by withholding some favor, as sugar from the 
children, and meat from the •men. Whenever he 
rode over the plantations, the fidd-servants took off 
their hats and he touched his. He always had 
some witty remark to amuse them in their labor, and 
conciliate their love. His body-servant had the 
keys of the house, and often carried his master's 
purse; and, though he was by no means uncom*- 
monly kind, yet they all loved him when alive, and 
lamented his death." 

The above statement 'is made by a correspondent 
of the Salem Register, who strives hard to shew that 
slavery is not a " bitter draught." Yet what \1ras 
the most urgent wish of this man''s heart in his 
dying moments ? What was his last act of benevo- 
lence to these grateftd creatures, when about to quit 
them for ever, and appear before the great Father 
and Judge of all ?— A grant of freedom, with all the 
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forms and precautions that his sense of duty and his 
knowledge of the world could suggest ! 

His will, which is dated Jan. 1, 1832, bears in- 
ternal evidence that the testator (a man remarkaible 
in general for hisf acuteness) wa3 at the time in a 
state of mental aberration. " I do hereby appoint/^ 
he says, " my friend William Leigh, of Halifax, 
and my brother, Henry Saint George Tucker, Pre- 
sident of the Court of Appeals, executors of this 
my last will and testament ; requiring them to sell 
all the slaves, and other personal or perishable pro- 
perty, and vest the proceeds in Bank Stock of the 
Bank of the United States, and, in default of there 
being such bank, (which may God grant for the 
safety of our liberties,) in the English three per cent 
Consols ; and, in case of there being no such stocks, 
(which also may God grant for the salvation of Old 
England,) then in the United States three per cent. 
Stock ; or, in default of such stock, in mortgages or 
land in England.^' 

Now, whether a man's attachment be greater tp 
one country than to another, he can hardly be said 
to be of sound mind, if he wishes the property he 
leaves behind him to aid in injuring the welfare of 
either or of both — while his legatees are to profit .s^ 
the expense of a whole nation — perhaps their own, 
or share in its downfal. 

Objections to the last will have been taken on the 
part of the slaves, who are allowed to sue in forma 
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pauperum — and commissions have been issued by 
the general court of Virginia at Richmond, to take 
depositions in Philadelphia and London on the 
matters in issue. 

I must now reverse the picture, and pass from the 
benevolence of the departed, to an opposite disposi* 
tion in the Uving, slave-holder, A planter's wife, 
who had the character of a pious Christian, upon 
hearing that I had said, in the warmth of discus* 
«ion, that I should have no objection to mj daugh-* 
ter^s marrying a colored man, if no one could find 
any other objection than his complexion, declared, 
with grcat indignation, that she would not admit a 
Kqan of such abominable sentiments to her pre« 
sence. Yet the chief, if not the only, society this 
woman had, was made up of men whose daughter! 
w^e married to colored men, and of women whose 
husbands and sons are known to be dally doing, in 
violation of the reUgion she professes, what she will 
not allow me to be willing should be done with its 
sanctions. This intolerant person was an inmate of 
the same house with myself. 

Her character, as it was described to me, (for I 
«ever was in the same room with her,) presented a 
miniature representation of that lamentable condi^ 
tion to which the possession of unlimited power 
reduces both individuals and communities. She 
was proud, overbearing, and importunate— impatient 
of contradiction, greedy of attention, and highly sen^ 
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sitive of fancied neglect. Her mind would have 
afforded to the psychological anatomist the finei^ 
specimen of morbid structure and anoiiialous func*- 
tions. She scolded her husband, spoiled her boy, 
flogged her slaves, boasted of her importance, set up 
her caprice as the standard of merit and virtue, and 
disgusted all about her by her vanity and querulous*- 
ness. Yet she was an orthodox believer, and very 
zealous for the salvation of her neighbor's soul, while 
she was risking her own by torturing his body. Het 
boy (the only child of his» mother) was from nine to 
ten years oi age. He was suffered to run about the 
house without any one to instruct or direct him; 
teazing the children and servants, and calling out for 
the unfortunate girl who administered to his wants and 
his whims, — "Where is my slave? — where is my 
negro ? She is my negro ! — she is my slave \^ 
While the " property" he thus claimed was sedulously 
employed in making or mending the body-linen of 
the family with no small degree of taste and skill, the 
little tyrant would spit in her face, and threaten, if 
she remonstrated with him, to complain of her to his 
parents. Had he committed any fault, or been 
thwarted of any indulgence, a lie to his mother 
brought him a sympathizer with his complaints, and an 
avenger of his wrongs. A threat that he would not 
visit her sick room (for she was an invalid) made 
him the master of her will. With such a disposi- 
tion he was dreaded by the black girl, and detested 
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by the children for his malice and falsehood. In 
short, he was an insufferable plague to all who came 
near him, and bade fair to be a scourge to his pa- 
rents, and a curse to society. ' 

You might see in his handsome countenance the 
signs of that fearlessness and self-complacency by 
which the Southerners are usually characterised. In 
the selfishness of his smile lay, not yet fully deve- 
loped, that indifference to the Yights of others which 
is complimented with the title of high-mindedness 
and gtenerosity ; and the firetfiil ftowa that succeeded, 
concealed within the deep foldings of his brow the 
undaxmted recklessness with which he would one 
day grasp his dirk to avenge an insult, or brandish 
the cow-hide to enforce a command. 

As for the father of this precocious autocrat, he 
was a mere cipher — too weak to control his wife or 
correct his child,^— a martyr, in his old age, to conju- 
gal and parental dotage,^ — more degraded than his 
slaves — for even their enemies admit, that half their 
manly virtue is still left to them. 



Q3 
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CHAPTER XXXIII, 

Slave of Royal Blood Free Blacks Wards to Jews.— Chamc- 

iet of Slaves. — Election Biots. — Loss of Life. — Funeral Pro- 
cession.— ** Caucus" System. — Arts of Demagogues. — Last 
Day at Philadelphia — Treatment of English Subjects. — 
« Clandestine Marriage/* and Conclusion. 

Amon0 the many persons of color whom I visited at 
Philadelphia, was a woman of singular intelligence 
and good breeding. A friend was with me. She 
received us with the courtesy and easy manners of a 
gentlewoman. She appeared to be between thirty 
and forty years of age — of pure African descent, 
with a handsome expressive countenance and a 
graceful person. Her mother, who had been stolen 
from her native land at an early age, was the daugh- 
ter of a king, and is now, in her eighty-fifth year, 
the parent stem of no less than 182 living branches. 
When taien by the slavers, she had with her a piece 
of gold as an ornament, to denote her rank. Of this 
«he was of course deprived ; and a solid bar of the 
same metal, which her parent sent over to America 
for the purchase of her freedom, shared the same 
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fate. Christiana Gibbons*, who is thus the grand- 
daughter of a prince of the Ebo tribe, was bought, 
when about fifteen years of age, by a woman who was 
struck by herinteresting appearance, and emancipated 
her. Her benefactress left her, at her death, a legacy 
of 8,000 dollars. The whole of this money was lost 
by the failure of a bank, in which her legal trustee 
(a man of the name of James Morrison, since dead) 
had placed it in his own name. She had other pro^ 
perty, acquired by her own industry, and affording 
a rent of 500 dollars a year. Her agent, however, 
Colonel Myers, though indebted to her for many 
attentions and marks of kindness during sickness, had 
neglected to remit her the money from Savannah, in 
Georgia, where the estate is situated ; and, when I 
saw her, she was living, with her husband and son, 
on the fruits of her labor. 

She had not been long resident in Philadelphia, 
whither she had come to escape the numerous 
impositions and annoyances to which she was 
exposed in Georgia. Her husband was owner of a 
wharf in Savannah, worth eight or ten thousand 
dollars. It is much to be feared that the greater 
part of this property will be lost, or not recovered 

* An African prince, (Abou Bekir Sadiki,) bom in Timbuc- 
too, has recently obtained his freedom by obtaining the remis- 
sion of his apprenticeship, after thirty years' bondage in Jamaica. 
Specimens of his writing in Arabic, which he acquired in his 
native land, may be seen at the office of the British and Foreign 
Society for the Abolition of Slaveiy, No. 18, Aldennanbiuy, 
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without great difficulty. I was induced to call 
upon her, in consequence of a letter I had re«- 
ceived from Mr. Kingsley, of whom I have before 
spoken. He had long been^ acquainted with her, 
and spoke of her to me in the highest teims ; wisbr 
ing that I should see what he considered a ^^ good 
specimen of the race." 

We found her, indeed, a very remarkable woman ; 
though it is probable that there are many among the 
despised slaves as amiable and accomplished as 
herself. Such, at least, was the account she gave 
us of their condition, that we felt convinced of the 
superiority possessed by many, in moral worth and 
intellectual acuteness, above their oppressors. 

Every free black in Georgia, it seems, is obliged 
to have a guardian, being considered an infant in th^ 
eye of the law, or in statu pupillari, I need not add 
that all are thus at the mercy of their legal protect- 
ors. They are highly taxed at Savannah, by the 
State and the Corporation. The amount of the pollr 
tax is, to each individual, 9 dollars, 75 cents, exclu- 
sive of half a dollar for every child between eight 
and eighteen. They must take out free papers, or 
have them renewed every year. They cannot even 
go to Church, unprovided with a pass ; and, if found 
without one after ten o'clock at night, .they are im- 
prisoned, and fined ^ve dollars the next day as gaol- 
fee to the captain of the guard, who receives for his 
public services twenty dollars per month, besides the 
little pickings he may thus make from the violation 
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of a rule, which he must be more honest than most 
men not to turn into a source of emolument to him* 
self. The Jews are generally agents for the colored 
people, and are well paid for their services. They 
seldom act dishonestly towards their clients, for the 
love of gain serves as a check to one another's ava* 
rice. They have the whole trade in their hands; 
and the wealth it brings secures them respect and a 
favorable reception from the whites. The colored 
people look upon them aLs their friends. This is a 
curious state of society, and the more remarkable, as 
something of the same kind, arising from similar 
causes, prevails in Poland. What business belongs 
to the Pariahs brings high wages and profits from 
the exclusion of rivals from without, and the dis* 
Qsteem in which labor is held within the State. / 
Part of the harvest is shared between the Jews and 
the Government; but enough remains to afford a 
comfortable maintenance to the lawftd possessors, and 
prepare them for that new order of things, which is 
in slow but certain progress throughout the Southern 
States. 

Christiana confirmed every thing I had heard from 
others with regard to the character of the slaves. 
She never knew one who did not long for freedom, 
or who felt contented with his lot. Many have 
taught themselves reading and writing ; having ac- 
quired the requisite knowledge with astonishing 
rapidity. ' All are alive to the injustice done them ; 
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and when irritated, tell their owners openly that 
they have no right to the labor they force out of 
them. Some will rather suffer death than be 
separated from the objects of their affection. Their 
firmness is so well known, that a resolution to this 
effect, when once pronounced, will deter any one,-^ 
a sale, from purchasing them separately. Wh^ 
standing on a table to be sold, they often cry out to 
any one who is known for his cruelty, " You may 
buy me, for power is in your hands : — ^but I will 
never work for you." One woman exclaimed to a 
planter, notorious for his barbarity, " Buy me if you 
please ; but I tell you openly, if I become your slave, 
I will cut your throat the first opportunity." The 
man trembled with rage and fear : — the latter was 
the stronger — and he shrank from the bidding. 

Christiana had not forgotten that she had royal 
blood in her veins, and she showed herself worthy of 
the distinction it implied, by her willingness to en- 
gage in any work that did not carry moral degrada- 
tion with it. Often had she assisted the whites to 
clear away the rubbish from their houses, and arrange 
the ftimiture which their indolence and inattention 
to comfort had exposed to damage or decay. There 
was nothing, in which her superiority to the pale- 
faced fools among whom she had spent the best 
years of her life, shone out more conspicuously, than 
her disdain for the paltry prejudice that leads a man 
to see in the employment of the bodily powers which 
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Nature has bestowed upon him, a mark of debase-* 
ment or a misfortune. She had too much honest pride 
to blush at being useful, and too much regard for 
her own dignity to shrink from the exercise of those 
faculties which are destined to keep the mind in a 
healthy state, while they contribute to the support of 
its companion *. Her remarks on this subject arose, 
without parade or affectation, from the conyersation 
in which we were engaged, and were strictly in ac- 
C(»rdance with those feelings which observation had 
led me to attribute to persons in her situation ; feel- 
ings that are not the. less natural, because they are 
opposed to those preconceptions, by which we are 
led to belieye that the slave sees nothing in freedom, 
but the gratification of idleness, and an exemption 
from the degradation of work. He has no such 
feeling; and we are as irrational in estimating the 
results of his position, as we were unjust in fixing it 
upon hun. As for Christiana, if I might judge from 
the tenor of her conversation, her hand and heart 
were never at fault, when danger or distress called 
for the exertion of either. She had a strong sense of 

* Even the wisest men of antiquity were not exempt from 
the weakness which this woman had conquered. Cicero says, 
that all employments, exercised by slaves, are sordid and d^rad- 
ing. " niiberales et sordidi quaestus mercenariorum, om- 
niumque quorum operse, non quorum artes emuntur. Est enim 
illis ipsa merces auctoramentum servitutis." Cic. de Oif. 
1. 42. 

He makes, however, an exception in favor of agriculture. 
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religion ; and the violation of its injunctions^ she 
had been so long doomed to witness in others, had 
taught her the necessity and value of practical at^ 
tention to its duties. Her brother, who had come to 
Philadelphia, under a promise to return to his owner^ 
had informed her of his intention to obtain his free'- 
' dom by breaking his engagement. " If he does so,^ 
said she, ^' he shall never enter my house again. 
Whatever maybe his wrongs, his honor ought not to 
be forfeited." This feeling is so general, and so well 
understood, that masters often allow their slaves to 
go into other States, upon their promising not to ab- 
scond. 

Of all the fallacies and falsehoods, to which the 
cunning of slave-owners, all over the world, has 
given such unfortimate currency, there is not one 
that has a smaller intermixture of truth in it, while 
it has gained almost universal credit, than the im« 
putation of an irresistible inclination to sloth in all 
Who have become free. Emancipation and indolence 
are indissolubly connected in the minds of too many, 
to give those, who are groaning in chains, a fair 
chance of shewing that they may exist apart else- 
where. Because a man is unwilling to work for the 
benefit of another, it is taken for granted that he will 
not work for his own ; and labor with profit is sup- 
posed to be as distasteful as labor without it ; as if 
the old association would keep out the new, and the 
remembrance of the whip would have more effect on 
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th€ imagination than the presence of wages upon 
the senses. When Homer says> that the day which 
takes from a man his freedom takes from him half 
his virtue, he speaks of valor not of honesty. The 
application of the maxim is even more false than the 
interpretation of the passage, and has destroyed 
whole communities, by supporting slavery, where it 
might have saved them by destroying it ; for what i6 
lost to the individual is lost to society ; and a foreigti 
foe has no better ally than the privation of which the 
poet speaks. 

A few days before I left Philadelphia, the tran- 
quillity of the city was menaced by party violence, 
the excess of which had" cost one of its inhabitants 
his life — a young man of excellent character, and in- 
offensive conduct. From what I could make out 
from the discordant accounts of the contending 
sections into which the country was divided, the de- 
ceased had fallen by -a random blow ; the wound, 
which it inflicted, having been found too slight to 
alarm the medical attendants for his safety. They 
had left him, the night before his death, in a favor- 
able state : — an internal haBmorrhage, the existence 
of which had escaped their observation, carried him 
off before the morning. From the nature and direc- 
tion of the wound, which had fallen near the femoral 
artery, there was good reason to believe that it had 
been occaidoned by some one who was endeavoring 
to escape, with a drawn dirk in his hand, from an 
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onset of the enemy, and iiad stmck him^ whOe 
moving his hand, in the huny and confusion of the 
moment* 

Such, however, was not the opinion of the Jaek<» 
son party, who claimed him as a martyr in their 
cause, and availed themselves of the occasion, to 
convert the sympathy of the people into an instili- 
ment of detestation against the supposed perpetra*' 
tors of the outrage. 

It was the Bank, that had hired a bravo to strike 
the fatal blow ; and the lives of the citizens were 
meuaced by its steel, as its liberties were endangered 
by its gold ! The most inflammatory language was 
employed in appeals to the nation ; and thousands 
attended the funeral, displaying their strength, and 
their resentment by all the devices, that the dread of 
a defeat at the ensuing election could suggests 
There were eight or ten thousand in the procession, 
headed by the widow and the chiefs of the faction — . 
the members, past, present, and future, of Con- 
gress, and the candidate for the honor about 
to be bestowed by the spectators of the scene. 
Nothing could well be more calculated to create or 
increase excitement, than the ceremonies observed 
at the preliminary proceedings, a few days before, 
when L judgeTwere chosen for the coxing el^. 
tion. The contending parties were mustered in the 
open street on opposite sides, that the assessors of 
the votes by which; the judges (or by whatevei* 



CHAp. XXXIII.] ELECTION RIOTS» 855 

Bome they are known) were to be elected, might be 
fixed upon. Partial fights took place on the oc- 
casion ; and the fierce looks, that were interchanged^ 
fpretold the storm that was about to burst forth* 
9uch a spectacle was never perhaps witnessed before 
in Philadelphia ; and the pageant, which was got up 
' by the " tones," as the goyemment party are called^ 
might well inspire the peaceable citizens with alarm 
for the results of an exhibition more suited to the 
revolutionary movements of a long oppressed people, 
than to a community under the protection, and 
assembled for the exercise of liberties, created and 
controlled by themselves. 

On the following Monday, when the election took 
place, the apprehensions, so naturally entertained, 
ivere realized; and another victim (if not more) was of- 
fered up to the Moloch of civil strife; while many were 
severely wounded, and several houses were destrqy ed ; 
the fiiry of the Jackson men having been sharpened 
by the victory which their opponents obtained at 
the polls. The same spirit was at work, with 
more or less violence, throughout the Union, which 
might be said to be divided into two distinct camps, 
characterised, in the warfare they kept up, by the 
usual marks of political strife. It seemed as if there 
were no third party of sufficient weight to check the 
exuberance of their tendencies, to give consistency 
to their attachments, or to instil courtesy into their 
hostilities. In most other countries there is ai^ 
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independent phalan:!, to which the nation may look^ 
in times of great emergency, for a dispassionate 
support of the public good. No such intermediated 
or neutral body here^ has any V6te at elections, ot 
any voice in the halls of legislation. Each side has 
its committee of management or of nomination, who 
fix upon the candidates, and arrange the requisite 
preparations. The great body of the electors are 
virtually disfiranchised by thealteiliative before them^ 
of voting for the tickets oflTered to their choice by the 
" Caucus,'' or of not voting at &11. If they are 
satisfied with neither batch of candidates, there is no 
remedy. It would be vain to think of any other; 
and the chains they have voluntarily assumed, are 
an insuperable barrier to freedom of election. The 
State — the municipal — the county — the town elec- 
tions, are most of them, if not all, concocted in this 
fashion, and form a series of concentric movements, 
the springs and agents of which, are to be found in 
the attractive focus of the presidential chair. 
Neither constable, nor governor, can assume the 
badge of office, unmarked by the livery of masters, 
who enrich themselves by their subserviency to 
the leaders, and their dupery of the flock. 

In the cities (and it is probably the same in the 
country districts) the nomination of the candidates for 
office is entrusted to a committee, composed, for the 
most part, of tradesmen, who are familiar with the dif* 
ferent kinds of argument, that are likely to influence 
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the voters. The expenses are defrayed by a species of 
assessment, which they graduate by a regular tariff, 
compounded of the means and the zeal of the com- 
batants. Fifteen dollars from one alderman, or 
twenty from a common council man, are no great 
object with men who are ambitious of distinction or 
patronage. There are always good things, and con- 
tracts to be bestowed upon their friends ; and that 
sort of gratitude, which has nothing to do with " the 
mi^mory of the heart," may safely be relied on. 
It is thus that charitable institutions, reformatory 
establishments, and the whole train of usqAiI founda- 
tions, are too often marred and frustrated, by the 
control which each junto successively exercises over 
their trustees and administrators ; and tlie best 
contrived schemes are often defeated or delayed, by 
a revolution at Washington, which displaces the 
whole machinery, at the very moment perhaps of its 
most successful operation. 

The subjoined printed placard, which was stuck 
up at this election, affords a fair specimen of the 
arts by which an oligarchy contrive to govern a de- 
mocracy. 

" Notice : — 

" In order that a correct account may be obtained of 
the legal number of voters polled, favorable to the 
cause of James Gowen, notice is hereby given, that, 
so soon as any voter shall have placed his.ticket in 
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the hands of one of the inspectors, at either of the 
windows allotted for that purpose, at the Commis- 
sioner's Hall, on the day of the general election, from 
the opening of the poll till its last close, (no matter 
at what hour of the night,} he is requested to call 
immediately afterwards at the house of 

" MICHAEL CAVENAGH, 
" Comer of Second and Queen Streets, 

and hand in his name to a Committee of five per- 
sons of the highest respectability, who will be wait- 
ing for that purpose, during the whole time of this 
election. The request is urgently made upon every' 
independent citizen of Southwark, to use all the 
exertions in his power to carry into successful effect 
the above satisfactory arrangement, &c. 

" By order of the Committee.^ 

This is inimitable ! The committee order it to be 
stated that they are "respectable!"— Were ever peo- 
ple so duped out of their independence ? The party 
for which this self-complacent " Caucus " are acting, 
are on the anti-Jackson or Whig side ! It is of little 
consequence, which is in, and which is out ; since 
the weapons of defence and of attack are just the 
same; and the people are equally slaves whether 
their "friends" or their "enemies" succeed* If 
this be, as I suspect, the Democratic Whig Com«- 
mittee of Superintendance, the chairman of this vhr- 
tuous body, who is an Englishman, is playing the • 
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very same game in his adopted country which he 
condemned at home. He is now the editor of a 
paper, a political intriguer, and a man of no small 
consequence. I was introduced to him as a person 
of thoroughly liberal principles, at a private meeting 
where unrestricted discussion was said to be encou- 
raged, and the honest advocacy of truth the sole ob- 
ject. On my entrance to the presence of these cos- 
mopolites, I called the attention of the company — 
they were all Englishmen — to the tyrannical con- 
duct of the Anglo-Americans towards their fellow 
men, and asked whether it was honest or generous 
to sanction such brutality by direct participation or 
acquiescent silence ? 

This " respectable " man took Up the cudgels very 
warmly, and argued in favor of expediency. The 
person who had introduced me to these boasting, dou- 
ble-faced, " liberty boys " was as much disgusted as 
myself; for he had known him equally tiolent against 
expediency in England. StUl this free citizen of 
a free country wad not inconsistent. He was aim- 
ing at popularity, and sheWed the sincerity of his am- 
bition by the insincerity of his professions. He had 
entered his solemn protest, as a free thinking Christ- 
ian, against an orthodox creed in his native country, 
and he gave in his adhesion, as a free acting repub- 
lican, to an orthodox color in his adopted country. 

I happened, in the course of conversation, to ob* 
serve, that a time would com& when the Americans 
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would atone for their injustice, as they were^ not 
wanting in common sense. — '* What ! " he ex- 
claimed in a tone of triumph^ "you. acknowledge 
then, that they are superior in common sense to the 
English?" — "Quite the contrary," was my reply, 
" my words impUed neither contrast nor comparison. 
I will, however, say that I am sure your former 
fellow-subjects would not so easily be led away by 
designing demagogues as your present feUow. 
citizens." The national vanity, at which travellers 
are apt to laugh, is as much owing to the base flat- 
tery of fawning foreigners as to any other cause 
whatever. I may add, that the facility with whidbi 
strangers obtain the elective franchise has proved 
highly detrimental to the interests of the country, 
and is likely, if not remedied, to give rise to the 
worst excesses of corruption or civU discord. 

On the 13th of October, I left Philadelphia for 
New York. On arriving, in company with two or 
three friends, at the steam-boat, which was to convey 
me for ever from this beautiftil city, I found sevex«i 
others who had come to take leave of me, and unite 
with the former in the expression of their wishes 
for my safe return to England. The affectionate 
i^ewell, with which they parted from me, still 
rings in my ears; and I cannot make a more ^- 
ceptabla return for the hospitality and kind offices 
I received at their hands, than a fervent prayer, 
that their countrymen may emulate them in their 
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pure benevolence and exemption from every de-» 
basing prejudice. 

Before I embarked for Europe, I was made ac« 
quainted with one of the worst cases of oppression, 
as it involves the violation of existing treaties and 
municipal laws. The particulars, as I received 
them from the suflTerers themselves, were subse- 
quentiy confirmed by an Englishwoman, whom I 
saw at New York, and who had known all the 
parties for many years, — ^both in Jamaica and in 
Georgia* In December, 1817, Mary Gordon was 
taken from Porto Rio Buono, in Jamaica, with her 
three children, in the brig Hope, of London, Cap- 
tain Potter, to Savannah in Georgia, by a woman 
of the name of Cooper ; who, under a promise of 
giving her her freedom, prevailed upon her to quit 
the island. Mrs. Cooper had, at the time, two or 
three estates in Jamaica. There were two other 
females (Nancy Cooper and Lucinda) who were al- 
lured by the same artifices, and shared the same 
fate. They were all treated as slaves in Georgia. 
The two latter are stUl there. Mary Gordon, how- 
ever, about a year before I saw the family, came 
to New York with her eldest son, as stewardess and 
steward in the vessel ; their mistress expecting they 
would return by it, as they had returned on former 
occasions, the mother from England, whither she 
had taken her about eighteen years before, and the 
son from Liverpool', voluntarily and oh account of 
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his parent and his brothers. Mary had four child- 
ren; one bom seven months after her departure 
from Jamaica. Of these, two made their escape, 
three or four years ago, to Cuba, where they got 
work and were well treated. From that place they 
went to Nassau in New Providence, whence they 
came to New York to join their mother. One of 
these lads had the appearance of an European. No 
one, they told me, ever insulted them because of 
their color, while they were on the island. There 
seems, indeed, to be little if any distinction of the 
kind there ; the free being treated with nearly *equal 
respect, whatever race they belong to. Both these 
young men observed that they had been more re- 
spected in the South than in New York. They 
were well acquainted with Georgiana Gibbons, and 
spoke in high terms of her character. Free papers, 
they said, were often forged in Georgia, as they ar6 
in Virginia. 

The eldest son had paid between five and six 
hundred dollars for his freedom. He shewed me 
the receipts, signed by M. C. McQueen, in a neat 
and clear hand. She was Mrs. Cooper's daughter. 
There was a large bundle of them. The amount 
was 244 dollars. Others had been lost They con- 
tained accounts, which, with the former, would make 
the sum of five or six hundred dollars. He said he 
believed he had paid, in all, nearly twice that sum 
for his freedom; having advanced, for three years. 
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during which no written account was kept^ about 
twenty dollars a month. This sort of roguery is 
very common ; complaints are useless where pu- 
nishment is almost impossible. Mrs. McQueen, in a 
paper he put into my hands, calls him '^ perfectly 
honest, clerer, and useful in many ways; but more 
particularly as a head-waiter.^' In this, document 
she agrees to take 350 dollars for him. , When she 
enticed him away from Jamaica, she promised to 
*^ make a gentleman of him.'' She always trusted 
him, he said, — ** but," he added, " I will trust her 
no more." She often importuned him for money; 
and he had even stripped his coat from his back to 
satisfy her. One, that was worth sixteen dollars, 
he had sold for eight. They were all agreed in 
their description of slavery. It is a system of in- 
conceivable cruelty. 

It is high time that British subjects should be 
protected from the outrages to which their persons 
and property are exposed in the United States. 
Not only are ihey imprisoned, if they venture into 
some of the Southern States, but they are liable to 
be robbed or murdered in New York and Philadel- 
phia. One of them, a quiet man, and a valuable 
member of society, who has resided many years in' 
the former city, had his house broken into, during 
the late riots, and goods to the value of five or six 
hundred dollars stolen or destroyed. He was bom 
in one of our colonies ; and, as a residence of nearly 
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forty years in the United States, and the most ex** 
emplary conduct can never obtain for him the right 
of citizenship, he may fairly claim protection from 
our government in return for the allegiance he still 
owes it. He keeps a register-office for servants, and 
is well known in the city as a man of unimpea^h. 
able integrity, and most obliging behavior. What 
offence had he given, and what indemnity has he 
had? None whatever. He had done no more than 
those who plundered his house, and those who re- 
fuse him redress, make a boast of doing. He wore 
the skin that the Almighty gave him. Ought not 
9uch persons to apply to our ambassador for that 
security which the law or usage denies them? 
There is no. doubt that British subjects are often 
imprisoned in the United States, in violation of in* 
temational law, and with perfect impunity. One 
case occurred in 1817. It was that of a colored 
man, bom and brought up at Saint Bartholomew's, 
^d a seaman in the service of the American Go- 
vernment. He had been sent with twenty-three 
others from London to Charleston, in South Caro* 
Una. The particulars are detailed in an advertise* 
m6nt addressed by the City Marshal *^ to the 
X)wners of fiigitive slaves." 

^* In the brig Samoset, Captain Stevens, who 
arrived on the 24ih of February last, the under- 
mentioned black and colored persons arrived here. 
They were sent from the port of London by the 
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American Consul, as distressed seamen ; but, having 
no papers or documents of any kind to prove liieir 
freedom, are held by the City Council, so as to give 
those who have lost slaves, sufficient time to come 
forward and claim their property.'* Then follows a 
list of the names, with a description of the men. 
** The above described persons of color, having been 
detained on suspicion of their being slaves, the 
gentlemen to whom they referred, as being well 
known, and who, they say, can prove their freedom, 
are requested to forward on sufficient evidence, 
so that they might, if free, be immediately libe- 
rated," &c. 

This advertisement is dated March 5, and the 
answers from the evidence and from masters, if 
any, were to be sent in on or before the first day of 
the ensuing May ; when these unfortunate men were 
to be disposed of " as the law directs.'* They would 
all of them, most probably, have been given up to 
unprincipled claimants, or sold to defray the costs 
of their detention, had not a benevolent man (Mr. 
William Turpin) come forward in their behalf. 
Having personally examined the poor fellows, he 
applied directly to the highest functionaries of the 
federal government, and succeeded in rescuing them 
from the fangs of the local jurisdiction. All of them 
were eventually discharged, with the exception of 
two, who were claimed as slaves, and another who^ 
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though well known to be a free citizen of Penn- 
sylvania, had been sold by the son of the man to 
whom, by the abolition act, he was bound ap« 
prentice, and carried into Georgia. In his letter to 
the Secretary of State, (R. Rush, Esq.,) Mr. Turpin 
i^ays,— ^^ Only consider, that although Mr. Campbell 
has vouchers for most of these seamen, that would 
prove their freedom any where to North or East of 
Maryland, yet if the City Council or City Maishal 
had, or even any city constable now should contend, 
by the strictness of our laws, they must be con- 
denmed to slavery, except white persons should, 
come h^re and identify them to be freemen." 

In his lettear to the Vice-President, (D. D. Tomkins, 
Esq.,) his words are— ^^ In this State the laws and 
policy are that every colored person is a slave, until 
he can prove his freedom. Any person has a right 
to take up any negro, that has not proper vouchers 
of his freedom, put him in the house of correction, 
where negroes are daily sent to be whipt, and ad* 
yertise him a certain time. If no one appears, he 
is sold to pay expenses. The laws punish a man 
mtb death £br stealing a slave : yet only last month 
a man was indicted for kidnapping a free black, and 
selling him in the western country, where he never 
can be found. The indictment only charged him 
with an assault and battery, and false imprisonment 
in some place unknown." 
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We may observe here, that a man can thus have a 
more valuable property in the limbs of another 
than he has in his own. The whole of the corre- 
spondence that passed on this occasion, was sub- 
mitted to my perusal by Mr. Turpin, who was then 
at the advanced age of eighty, living at New York. 
He strongly enjoined me not to publish his namcy 
as he had an intention to visit Charleston, and was 
fearftd for his own safety, should it be known there 
that he had communicated to me what I have here 
stated. He is now no more. He is gone where his 
good deeds will not condemn him. Among the 
letters he lent me was one from Jonathan Hunn, of 
the Society of Friends, dated from Camden, State 
of Delaware. I subjoin the postscript. 

" There is a person from this place, Henry M. 
Godwin, now at Columbia, (South Carolina,) after a 
number of free blacks who have been kidnapped in 
this part of the country, by inhuman human monsters, 
and carried off from all that man holds dear by 
Southern soul-drivers. The blacks were stopt and 
liberated by Claibourn CUfton of that place. I 
received a letter from H. M. Godwin a day or two 
back, informing me of his safe arrival at Columbia. 
He informed me he had seen most of the blacks, 
and understood there were many more around in the 
neighborhood of Columbia, not more than twenty 
miles distant; and that C. C. wished him to see 
them. It is astonishing the number of free blacks 
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that hare been kidnapped not many miles £rom this 
place." * 

I will add another document that I found among 
Mr. Turpin's papers — as it will give some faint idea 
of a countiy where the charity of a dying man dares 
not express itself openly and directly. It is a 
clause in a will written by Moses Bradley, of 
Charleston, (S. C.,) who died in 1812: — ^it is as 
follows : 

" To the Society of Friends, called Quakers, in 
Philadelphia, I leave my servants named Minda, 
Andrew, Kitty, Susan, Nancy and child, with their 
issue for ever. The fiiends of humanity will not bo 
puzzled to know my meaning. I appoint Daniel 

• The Manumission Society of New York rescued* between 
1810 and 1817, 292 free persons from the horrors of slavery. 
The kidnapper, however, still carries on his trade ; as the 
slaver laughs at our boast of having snatched from his clutches 
no less than 26,506 victims from January 1, 1827) to January 
1, 1833. 

The attempt to put down an ill^al traffic, which, in supply4 
ing a legal demand, affords a benefit beyond the risk of seizure, 
necessarily drives it into worse channels. The fault and the 
crime are in the legislature, which makes an arbitrary distinction 
between acts that are essentially the same. Damon Jones had 
as much natural right to the '* services" of Mr. Gaston, as Mr. 
Gaston had to the '< services ^* of Damon Jones ; and the law; 
whether it punishes the one, or protects the other, for doing 
the same thing, violates and asserts the same principle at the 
same time* 
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Latham and William Turpin, of this place, to take 
charge of these negroes, and to see that this part of 
my will is duly executed.^ 

I have mentioned one case of a British subject 
having been imprisoned unjustly ; and another seems 
to have occurred not long ago. In the " Times " of 
Aug. 23, 1833, is the report of a trial, in which the 
plaintiff, (Ferguson,) a colored man, recovered 
wages for the time during which he had been im- 
prisoned in Charleston ; the master of the vessel, 
whe had engaged him for a fixed period, having 
made the loss of his services during his detention a 
set-off against his claim for the whole amount. 
Justice BoUand, before whom the trial took place, 
declared, that the laws of South Carolina could not 
set aside a pre-existing contract between parties not 
amenable to their jurisdiction. The man, it ap^ 
peared, had gone out in the Oglethorpe, from Liverr 
pool. If he was a British subject, no civil damages 
to him can compensate the nation to which he 
belongs for this gross insult. 

The French natio!n has equal ground for com- 
plaint There are some curious facts connected with 
this subject. At the latter end of April, 1830, the 
French Minister of the Marine informed the maritime 
Prefect of Cherbourg, that the legislature of Georgia 
had recently prohibited all vessels (foreign or not) 
from entering her ports with colored persons on 
boards under the penalty of forty days' rigorous 
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quarantiney and the payment of all expenses attend* 
ing the detention; besides giving security for the 
due discharge of such claims ; the punishment for 
refusal being 500 dollars, and imprisonment for a 
time not exceeding three months. All captains of 
vessels sailing from France to America were to 
be notified of the regulations. In a few short 
months the minister's master was driven jGrom 
his throne; and who were among the most ac<- 
tive and the most applauded on that memorable 
occasion ? Bissette and Fabien — two of those very 
men thus given up without a remonstrance to the 
jailers of Georgia. The colored subjects of France 
have now the same rights and privileges as others 
withm her dommions ; yet one of the former was 
imprisoned at Charleston, in South Carolina, and the 
captain (Chretin) who had taken him thither in his 
vessel, (le Jeune-Emest,) was compelled to pay all 
the expenses. An account of this outrage was com- 
municated by the aggrieved party to the public in 
December, 1833 ; bu^ no redress, it appears, has been 
obtained or sought for an injury thus inflicted, con- 
trary to the law of nations — the letter, as well as 
the spirit of treaties — and the constitution of the 
country where it was perpetrated K 

* To be a slave-holding community is to be exempt from the 
ordinary restraints of law and justice. The Antigua House of 
Assembly, not long ago, committed with perfect impunity an 
outrage, which the British House of Commons would aoidare 
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On the 16th of October I embarked on board the 
packet Montreal, and arrived, after a favorable pas-* 
sage of thr^ wedcs, at Portsmouth. 

It seemed as if the demon of cruelty was to ac- 
company me back even to England, and to exhibit 
its victims on the very ground to tread on which is 
to be free. On board the ship was a black man who 
acted as waiter. He had been to New York, with 
his wife, in search of a white man, who owed him 
160 dollars, which the other had borrowed out of his 
hard-earned savings. He had served in the American 
navy, in which his debtor was a lieutenant With 
great trouble, and after much delay, he had obtained 
payment of part of the original sum : — ^less, however, 
than what the pursuit of it had cost him. Interest 
was out of the question. I was told the rascal's 

to propose. It imprisoned and ruined a British subject (Joseph 
Phillips) for refusing to give up his private papers. Though 
both Lord Goderich and Sir George Murray declared officially 
that the imprisonment appeared to have been " an unwarrant- 
able exercise of power," yet the Solicitor- General, (Tindal,) 
after stating that there was *' nothing in the laws of England 
which is at all analogous to this course of proceeding, or would 
^ve any sanction to it,'* gave it as his professional o{Hnion» 
that he could *' see no effectual redress, but by an appeal to 
the good sense and good feeling of the members of the house *' 
of Assembly. Thus has one of the most active and disin- 
terested friends of negro emancipation been robbed of all his 
property, and left, with a wife and four children, to toil, in his 
old age, for a mere pittance. 
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name ; but such a man is beyond the reach of shame ; 
and there are too many to keep him in coimtenance^ 
should he be wanting in that commodity. No one 
on board knew that the poor fellow was married ; 
though his wife was with him — a vfery respectable^ 
fair^ young Englishwoman. At Portsmouth, whem 
most of the passengers landed, this man waited upon 
me, during three or four days that I was detained by 
illness ; and it was then that I was informed of his 
marriage and his adventures. While at New York, 
he was obUged to visit his wife . clandestinely at her 
brother's house, and observe the utmost circumspec- 
tion, to a,void the consequences which the detection 
of this " guilty commerce" would have brought down 
upon his head. Had the nature of the connexion 
transpired, his hfe would not have been safe ; and 
perhaps both husband and wife would have fallen 
victims to popular fury. What a country to live in, 
where marriage carries with it the dishonor and 
punishment of crime ; and where natural affection 
cannot be acknowledged without danger, nor in- 
dulged without deception ! A more honest, kind- 
hearted creature I never saw. Every one in the 
packet spoke well of Trusty; and his wife was 
equally admired for the mildness and patience she 
displayed under severe indisposition. WJien I re- 
paid him for the luggage that had been brought on 
shore by a boat he had hired for me, he wished 
some deduction should be made, on account of his 
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own trunks ; and in all the disbursements he made 
for me, I found him scrupulously exact and fair- 
dealing. The history he gave me of himself was 
unaccompanied with any expression of complaint 
or resentment, and was elicited by questions, that 
some peculiar circumstances I had remarked in his 
conduct, induced me to put to him. 



THE END. 



ERRATUM. 
Vol. I. p. 350, line 2, ** JEtherias," should be *' iEthereas/ 



APPENDIX. 



No. I. 

Extracted from the Rboistrt of the Prerogative CoaRf 

of Canterbury. 

In the Wm of SAMUEL GIST, late of Gower 
Street, in the Parish of St Giles-in-the« 
Fields, in the county of Middlesex, Esquire, 
deceased, dated the 22d day of June, 1808, ^ 
is as follows. 

And Whereas, hy an act passed in the assembly at Virginia, 
at their session in the month of May, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-two, intituled *' An Act to invest the 
Estate of me, the said Samuel Gist, in Mary, then the wife of 
William Anderson, (now the wife of Martin Pearkes, herein- 
after named,) and her hdrs and assigns, and for other pur- 
poses *' ; after reciting that application had been made to thai 
general assembly by William Anderson and Mary his wife, for 
an act to pass vesting the estate in that commonwealth belong- 
ing to me the said Samuel Gist, a British subject, in the said 
Mary, (and who was then stated to be my only child,) who was 
a. native of and resident in that State, and it being judged ex- 
pedient so to do ; It was enacted by the said general assembly, 
that all the estate, both real and personal, in that common- 
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wealth belonging to me the said Samuel Gist, should be and 
the same were thereby vested in the said Mary Anderson, now 
Mary Pearkes, her heirs and assigns : Now I do hereby declare, 
that the same act was obtained only for the purpose of vesting 
such my estates in Virginia in the said Mary Anderson, (now 
Mary Pearkes,) as being a native of and resident of that State, 
In trust for me and my use, and to be disposed of at any fu- 
ture period in the manner I should direct : And whereas I 
have hitherto paid the said Mary Pearkes the sum <^ five 
hundred pounds per annum, in consideration and on condition 
that she shall, when required so to do, relinquish and give up 
all claims whatsoever to my said estates, both real and 'personal, 
in Virginia, and which have been settled upon her by that 
State in manner aforesaid : Now I give and bequeath to my 
trustees and executors hereinafter named, their executors and 
administrators, during the life of the said Mary Pearkes, not 
only the said sum of five hundred pounds per annum, but also 
the further sum of one thousand ^ve hundred pounds per 
annum, of lawful money of Great Britain, for her benefit, as 
hereinailer mentioned, to be paid and payable by equal half* 
yearly payments, without any deduction or abatement what« 
soever ; the first payment thereof respectively to begin and be 
made within or upon the expiration of three calendar months 
next after my decease, upon condition, nevertheless, that she 
shall and do, when thereto required and directed by my trus- 
tees and executors hereinafter named, or the survivors or sur- 
vivor of them, or the heirs, executors, administrators, or as- 
signs of such survivor, relinquish and give up the said estates 
in Virginia, and convey/ and assure the same in the most foil 
and ample manner as shall be thought most proper and ad- 
visable by them, for the purposes hereinafter in that behalT 
expressed ; but if she shall refuse or decline so to do upon 
payment, then I do declare 'the said yearly sums of five hun^ 
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dred pounds, and one thousand five hundred pounds per an* 
num, shall cease and be void ; and that all and every other sum 
and sums of money which she the said Mary Pearkes would 
have been entitled to, and which I may give to her by this my 
will, shall not be paid to her, and in lieu thereof, I give to her 
the sum of one shilling only. 

The testator then gives du>ection about the payment of the 
annuities ; and, having bequeathed other property to his daugh# 
ter, Mary Pearkes, he provides, in case of her non-compliance 
with the conditions, that his other daughter, Elizabeth Fowke^ 
as the next in succession, shall be subject to the same obliga* 
tions, and the same forfeiture upon non-fulfilment.. He then 
proceeds : 

And whereas by the laws of Virginia, persons possessed 
of lands and tenements, and leaving slaves thereon within that 
State, are authorized and empowered, by their last will and 
testament, or otherwise, to emancipate such slaves as shall be* 
long to them : Now, in pursuance of such power and authority, 
I do hereby, by this my will, declare and direct, that all and 
every my slaves, with their issue and offspring, shall, within 
one year from and after my decease, be emancipated and made 
free; and in order to make a provision for my said slaves and 
their issue, I do hereby give, devise, and bequeath unto John^ 
Wickham, of Richmond, in the United States of North Ame- 
rica, Esquire, and Matthew Toler, of Virginia aforesaid, gen- 
tleman, their heirs, executors, and administrators, according to 
the nature and quality thereof, all and singular my lands, tene- 
numts, and hereditaments whatsoever and wheresoever situate 
in any part of the United States of North America, together 
with all the stocks of horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, and every 
other thing relating to 'the same estates ; and also all the plant- 
ation-tools, and other utensils thereunto respectively belong- 
ing or therewith used, upon the several trusts, and to and foj; 
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the several ends, intents, and purposes hereinafter expressed or 
declared of or concerning the same, that is to say : Upon 
trust to take upon themselves the management and cuhivatioii 
of my said estates, and yearly and every year, after deducting 
all necessary or proper expenses incurred, and also a reasonable 
annual allowance for their trouble in managing and cultivating 
the same, to divide the surplus rents and profits thereof to and 
amongst all and every my said slaves who shall reside and con- 
tinue to be resident on any of my plantations and lands in 
America, including my proportion of the Great Dismal Swamp, 
when the same shall be divided, and the lands bought by Mr. 
Toler in the name of Mrs. Peaikes, but paid for by me, in 
equal shares and proportions, and their respective issue for 
ever, to and for their own use and benefit: first allowing such 
annual sum and sums out of the whole of the net r^its and 
profits of my said estates for the maintenance of the children 
and widows of such of my slaves as shall be living at the time 
of my decease, and of those my said slaves who shaD firom age, 
infirmity, or any other cause be incapable of supporting them- 
selves, as they my trustees or trustee fcnr the time being shall 
think proper ; and I do declare and direct, that in case any 6f 
my said slaves shall happen to die without leaving any issue, 
then, subject as aforesaid, the share or shares of him, her, or 
them shall be equally divided amongst the remaining slaves and 
their respective issue, such issue to take per stirpes : And I do 
hereby empower and direct my last mentioned trustees for 
the time being, or any of them, to sell and dispose of the 
produce of my said last mentioned estates, which shall be 
made and arise therefrom in the year in which I shall die, 
and apply the money arising from the sale thereof in building 
suitable houses for my said resident slaves and their reiq[>ective 
families : Provided always, and I do heriby declare my wiU 
and mind to be, that in case the devise hereinbefore made to 
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the said John Wickham and iMatthew Toler, their heirs, ex« 
ecutors and administrators, shall by any means whatsoeyer be 
rendered void or incapable of being carried into execution, then I 
give and devise the same lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
unto the said William Fowke, Martin Perkes, Francis Gregg, 
and George Clark, their heirs, executors, and administrators, 
upon and for such and the same uses, trusts, and purposes, 
and under and subject to the same powers, provisoes, declara- 
tions, and agreements, as are hereinbefore expressed or de- 
clared of and concermng my estates in Great Britain : And I 
give and bequeath unto the said John Wickham, and Matthew 
Toler, their executors and administrators, all such sum and 
sums of money as shall at the time of my decease be due and 
owing to me from any person or persons whomsoever, residing 
in any part of the United States of North America ; Upon 
trust, to collect in and receive the same several sums, and lay 
out and invest the same, or so much thereof as can be coU 
lected or gotten in, in the purchase of American stocks or 
funds, with power to alter and transpose the same at discre* 
tion : And I do hereby declare and direct, that the said John 
Wickham and Matthew Toler, their executors and adminit* 
trators, shall stand and be possessed of and interested in the 
dividends, interest, and annual proceed to arise and be pro- 
duced from such stocks and funds ; Upon trust thereout to pay 
any yearfy sum, not exceeding fifly pounds Virginia currency, 
as and for the salary or stipend of each of such four persons 
they from time to time shall think proper to employ and 
nominate, for the purpose of instructing the whole of my several 
slaves and their issue in the Christian religion, according to 
the Protestant doctrine as taught in England ; And upon trust 
to apfdy the residue thereof in establishing schoc^ for the 
education of the children and issue of the said slaves ; and I do 
hereby declare and dixect» that the said John Wickham and 



380 APPENDIX. 

Matthew Toler, their executors and administrators, shall and 
may, hy and out of the said trust estates and premises, retain 
to and reimburse themselves, all such costs, charges, and 
expenses as they or any of them shall be put unto in the 
execution of the trusts hereby in them reposed, and also all 
reasonable allowances for their trouble, and that they or any of 
them respectively shall not be charged, chargeable with, or 
answerable for the acts, receipts, neglects, or de&ults of the 
others or other of them, &c., &c. 

And I do request as a particular fevor of my Steward* 
Matthew Toler, and of all his children after his decease, an4 
of the several brothers and sisters of the said Matthew Toki^ 
and their respective children, that he and they respectively will 
use his and their utmost endeavors, as long as they shall 
respectively live, to attend to the comfort and happiness of my 
slaves and their issue : Provided always, and I do hereby 
declare my will to be, and direct, that if the general Assembly 
of Virginia will be pleased to adopt any other plan more 
beneficial to my slaves and their families and issue, as well as 
to the State, that the trustees of my American property shal) 
conform thereto in the disposition of that property, any thing 
before contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

In the First Conicu. to the said Will, (Dated 22d June, 
1808,) the said Codicil bearing date the 16th day of 
December, 1809, is as follows. 

And considering that it may be impolitic, and perhaps 
improper in the legislature of Virginia, to liberate so many as two 
hundred and seventy-four slaves, which by my last return was 
the number I possessed, — ^in that case, I desire they may be kept 
together for the joint benefit of my two daughters, who are 
natives of that State, during their lives, and the whole to the 
survivor, it being my intention to make them as nearly equal 
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as I can in all things, and aHer their decease to my cousin 
Josiah Sellick and his heirs for even 

The Fourth Codicil to the said will is as follows. 

Considering the great increase of my negroes, there being 
upwards of one hundred under ten years of age, and as they 
grow up, the land I at present possess in Virginia may not be 
sufficient to employ them to advantage, I direct that my 
executors may be enabled to sell three thousand pounds of the 
SiVe per cents, of the stock I hold at present in that fund, to 
enable Matthew Toler, my present steward, or whoever may 
act for me in that capacity at the time, to be laid out in addition 
to the land I at present hold, in the most convenient lands 
adjoining any other lands as it can be bought, subject to the 
approbation of John Wickham, Esq., where the negroes so 
growing up may be worked for the benefit of my daughters 
jointly during their natural lives, and to the survivor during her 
life, and at both their deaths to Josiah Sellick, my cousin, and 
at his death to his family in such a manner as he directs, doing 
justice as nearly as possible to each of them, let the three 
thousand pounds above mentioned be increased to ^ye thou- 
sand pounds, provided it can be laid out with safety. Samuel 
Gist (L.S.). 

Proved at London, with four codicils, ICHh February, 1815, 
before the Worshipful Samuel Pearce Parson, Doctor of Laws 
and Surrogate, by the oaths of Maftin Pearkes and Francis Gregg, 
Esq., two of the executors, to whom administration was granted, 
being first sworn duly to administer. — Power reserved to William 
Fowk6, the other surviving executor. — William Fowke, the 
other surviving executor, renounced the probate, 7 April,^ 1815. 

On the 27th of August, 1827, administration (with the will 
and four codicils annexed) of the goods, chattels, and credits, of 
Samuel Gist, late of Gower Streetj in the Parish of St. GUes- 
in-the-Fields, in the CQunty of Middlesex, Esq., deceased^ left 
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unadministered by Martin Pearkes, and Francis Gregg, two of 
the surviving executors, and two of the residuary l^tees 
in trust named in the said will, was granted to Josiah Gist 
(formerly Sellick), Esq., the first named tenant in tail, and 
as such the residuary legatee named in the said will, having been 
first sworn (by commission) duly to administer — William Fowlce, 
the other surviving executor and surviving residuary legatee 
in trust named in the said will, having formerly* renounced the 
probate and execution of the same, and four codicils as the 
letters of administration with the said will and codicils annexed, 
of the goods of the said deceased — James Gist, a devisee for 
life, named in the said will, died in the life- time of the said 
testator, without issue. 

Charles Dtneley. 

John Iggulden. y Deputy Registers. 

W. F. GOSTLING. 



No. II. 

Some Advertisements from the Southern Newspapers are 
here inserted. They will give some faint idea of the atrocities 
practised under the system which prevails there. 



Cash fob One Hundred and Fifty Negroes. 

We will pay the highest prices in cash, for one hundred and 
fifty likely young Negroes, of both sexes, families included. 
Persons wishing to sell will do well to give us a call, as we are 
permanently settled in this market. All communications will 
meet attention. We can at all times be found at Mr. W. Ro- 
bey's, on 7th street, south of the Centre Market House, Wash- 
ington City, D. C. 

June 4. Joseph W. Nbal & Co. 



* Sic in the extract. 
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FiYTT Dollars Reward. 

Ran away from the subscriber, on Tuesday night, the 8th 
inst., negroes Hal and Dayt. Hal is a dark mulatto, five feet 
eleven inches or six feet high, and about forty-five years of age. 
He was formerly the foreman on the Hill's Ferry Plantation, in 
Hertford Co., N. C, where he is very well known ; he has a 
wife at Mr. Timothy Ridley's in Hertford Co., in which neigh- 
borhoocl it is more than probable he will conceal himself. Davy 
is about five feet five or six inches high, of dark complexion, 
and twenty-four or five years old ; he was raised in Hertford 
Co., N. C. ; and his father, who calls himself Doctor Dave, 
lives in or near Murfreesboro'. 

. I will give the above reward for their apprehension and con- 
finement in jail, so that I get them again; or Twenty-five 
Dollars for the apprehension and confinement of either of them, 
so that I get him again. 

Smithfield, April 11. Jno. H. Purdie. 

Notice. 
Will be sold, at the prison of Washington County, District 
of Columbia, on Saturday the 12th day of April next, for her 
prison fees and other expenses, a Negro Girl, who calls herself 
Sarah Ann Robinson, committed as a runaway slave. She is 
of light complexion, and about five feet high. She has no par- 
ticular scars except a hair lip. 

Sale to take place at 1 1 o'clock, a. m. 

James Williams, 
Keeper of the Prison of Washington County, 
District of Columbia, for 

Alexander Hunter, 
March 15, 1834. Marshal D. C. 



Cash for Negroes. — I shall be absent two or three months 
from Richmond. During my absence, Mr. Wm. H. Goodwin 
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will attend to my jail and the purchase of slaves for me. Li. 
beral prices will be paid. Lewis A. Coll2e&. 



I WISH to exchange the following tracts of Land, lying in 
Montgomery county, Maryland, being within nine or ten miles 
of Washington city, for Negro Slaves, for my own use, in the 
State of Missouri, or will sell them very low for cash. The 
tract of land I now reside on contains 593 acres, on which I 
have lately erected a frame Dwelling-house, *which will contain 
twelve rooms, passage, piazza, and kitchen, with an overseer's 
house, houses for people, barn, and blacksmith's shop, and is 
one of the best watered farms in the county. This land lies 
between the farms of William and Robert Brents, Esqs., and is 
supposed to be as handsome a situation as any in the neighbor- 
hood, there being in view from the dwelling-house, three 
churches, two turnpike roads, with an extensive view of the 
surrounding neighborhood — neither of the churches exceeding 
two miles ; the Catholic church, half a mile ; Presbyterian and 
Methodist church, one mile; Episcopal church, two miles; 
City turnpike, half a mile ; Georgetown pike, two miles ; and 
is about nine miles from Washington City. Also, one other 
tract, containing 200 acres, adjoining the lands of Mr. Thomas 
Cramphin, lately deceased, which is equal to any land in the 
neighborhood. Also, one other tract, adjoining the formej^, 
containing 103 acres. Also, one other tract of 14d acres, and 
another tract of eighty-five acres, together with all my failn^ng 
utensils, consisting of three wagons, 1 horse cart, two ox 
carts, six of Davis's ploughs, ten horses, cattle, hogs, and 
all necessary utensils for farming. Those wishing to buy a 
great bargain will do well to give me a call, as I have deter- 
mined to move to the West, and will sell Very low. Inquire 
of John C. Rives, at the Globe Office, or of the proprietor on 
the premises. Robi^et BeoWk. 
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TwENTt-FiVE Dollars Reward Ran away from the Sub- 

scriber, about the 25th of Nov. last, a Negro woman, named 
Matilda. She is a little above the common size of women, of 
a Jbrown complexion, and about twenty-five years old. It is 
thought that she may be some where up James River, or lurk- - 
ing above the Basin, as she was claimed as a wife by some 
boatman in Goochland. The above reward will be paid on 
her delivery at Captain Prentis's jail, either by him, or by the 
Subscriber. 

May 2. Joshua Alvis. 



Notice. — For hire, a Wet Nurse, of good character. En- 
quire at the Whig Office. 
May 3. 

200 Dollars Reward. 

Ran AWAY from me, on the 6th of June, 1833, Edward, 
aged eighteen years, dark complexion, inclined to be round 
shouldered, when spoken to has a down cast of the eyes, of 
common height and size. — He has always lived in Richmond, 
and was sold to me a few weeks ago, by Mr. David hs^claf, 
of Richmond, who has owned him for several years. His 
father is named Solomon, who belongs to Mr. William Row- 
lett, of Richmond, and there is no doubt l^ut Solomon has been 
the cause of his elopement ; and ad Mr. R. has employed his 
father, as a drayman in Richmond for several years, he has ac- 
quired considerable acquaintance with the crew of vessels 
bailing to this port, and from that acquaintance, I have no 
doubt he will endeavor to get him off to the North on some 
vessel. It is thought that he may have got away on one of the 
following schooners that sailed on that day from Richmond, 
the Effort) or George Wheaton, for New York ; and in case 
he should get away on any vessel, and not be returned to me 

VOL. III. S 



Ijy the owneT] master, or s(u»e persoQ vho nmy act at agent 
for the yessel« I will pay the aboye rewarijt 200 dollars, t^ any 
person whosi^ eTi4en(3e inay he the means of ohtalxung a yci-^ 
(Jict for daomges agmat the master or owuet of the Teasel who 
may he fouo4 guihy s buil if he should get of without the know* 
le<^ of th^ ma$t^ of (he vessel, then, &r his return to n^ 
hy hhn, or any p^?aQQ acting under his instvuotion, the law aa 
to plead for damage^t will be relinquished hy me. For the ap. 
prehension of Edward, within the limits of this State, and hi& 
delivery to p)^, at Richmond, or security in some jail, so that 
I get him, I will pay fif)y dollars reward. If he should get 
out of the limits of this State, I will pay 20O dollars reward 
to any person who will inform me wli^^ he is, provided I gol 
him. I am determined to be at any trouble or expanse that 
may be necessary in obtaining him, provided he should be taken 
out of the limits of the State ; therefore any person knowing 
where he is, wiU please forward me the information, by nxail, 
to Richmond. Gentlemen living in the Northern States, who 
are willing to support the rights of the constitution of the slave 
holding States, are respectfully requested to notice this adver- 
tisement. 

Richmond, June 19. I^£w;s A. Collike. 



■f^^rrr- 



Notice.— Whereas I, Littleberry Clark, of the county of 
ftrince Edward, Va., having bought of Thomas E. Scott, of 
said county, four negroes, and given my bond for ten hun- 
^bped and fifty dollars, Beverly Cox being witness, and now 
ftsding the right to said property not to he sufficiently satis- 
fJEietory, do hereby forewarn and prohibit any person or persons 
firom trading for said bond, bearing date, April 12th, 1834, as 
I do not intend to pay it until satisfied. 

April 2dth, 1834. LiTTLEBEaaT Claek. 
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Gash. 

I WISH to purchase a number of likely Sbbyaitts^ (slayts,) 
of both sexes, from about twelve to twenty-five years o^ agd, 
of good habits. They are £br two gentlemen^ (citizens of thk 
State,) for thdr own individual use, and not for speciilati< 
I can give the most unquestionable satis&ctioo, as to that, 
one of the best houses in this dty. Persons wishing to part 
with their slaves, will do well to call or ccnnmunicate with nie^ 
ss I will give at all times the highest prices in cash. 

John Busk. 

Office, opposite the Exchange, South Gay Street, Baltimore. 
Jan. 4. 



A Cakd. 

A. WooLFOLK wishes to inform the owners of Negroes in 
Maryland, Virginia, and N. Carolina, that he is not dead, as 
has been artfully represented by his opponents, but that he still 
fives, to give th^n Cash and the highest prices for their Ns- 
eaoEs. Persons having negroes to dispose of, will please give 
him a chance, by addressmg him at Baltimore, where imme- 
diate attention will be paid to their wishes. 

Oct. 6. 



By Fesnandez and Whiting. 

On Satuhdat, the 10th inst. will be sold at Hewlett's Ex- 
change Cofibe House, at twelve o'clock. Slave Noele, aged 
about forty-five years, good French cook, &c., and is now 
tented permanently at twenty-five dollars per month; ful^y 
gnaran'teed t^ainst the vices and diseases as prescribed by law. 

Terms, four months credit for an approved endorsed note and 
mortgage until final payment, acts of sale to be passed before 
Louis T. Caire, Notary Public, at the expense of the pup- 
ehaser. 



•^^^p*. 



s2 
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Notice. 
The undersigned are desirous of purchasing from foityto 
fifty negroes, for the use of their plantation in Louisiana.' 
They would he preferred in families, and as many from the 
same plantation as possible. Persons having servants to dis- 
pose of, will receive fair cash prices, and satisfactory evidence 
that they are intended for our own use, and that they will not 
be separated, by applying to us through the Post Office at 
Easton. 

Felix Huston, 
Walter Byrnes. 
August 24th, 1833* 



One Hundred Dollars Reward 
For the apprehension and delivery of Negro Girl Louisa* 
aged about seventeen, if taken out of the District of Columbia, 
Maryland, or the State of Virginia, and all reason^le expenses 
in addition for bringing her home, or to the subscriber, residing 
in Georgetown, D. C. 

Fifty Dollars Reward 
If taken in the I)istrict of Columbia, and if in the State of 
Maryland or Virginia, the expense of her delivery will be added. 
She is low in statiure, well made, and inclined to be fat ; and 
neat in her appearance ; smooth brown skin, round face, with 
features peculiar to the negro, but quite likely — wears her hair 
neatly combed, tied up with a black ribbon, and parted on her 
forehead. She wore away a linsey frock, black and red striped, 
cross barred collar ruff, and straw bonnet trimmed with broad 
red ribbon. She took with her, calico frocks, worked ruffs, 
ribbons, &c., besides a small sum of money. She has relations 
at Arlington, the residence of Geo. W. P. Curtis, Esq., and 
at Alexandria. Although I have no doubt but it is her object 
to make her escape to Pennsylvania, I have reason to beBeve 



APPENDIX. 389 

she is yet in the District of Columbia, and is now harbored by 
her relations, or the free people of. color who s^e numerous on 
our borders. Reference to 

John Geay, Agent and Police Officer, Georgetown, D. C. 

March 28. 



Stop the Runaway ! I—Twenty-five Dollars Reward. — 
Ran away from the Eagle Tavern in this place, on Sunday 
evening last, a negro fellow named NAT—he is a carpenter by 
trade, is of low stature, and stoutly made, has an intelligent 
countenance, and is about thirty-five years of age ; had on a 
white bell-crowned hat, with wide brim, and grey kersey coat 
and pantaloons. He is a shrewd, sensible negro, and is no 
doubt attempting to follow his wife, who was lately sold to a 
speculator named ** Redmond," who was lately in this city. 
The above reward will be paid by Mrs. Lucy M. Downman, 
of Sussex county, Va., as soon as it is ascertained that the said 
negro is safely lodged in any jail in this State. 
; N.B. The above described negro was brought to this place 
on Sunday morning last for sale, at his own request, and gavfe 
the young gentleman under whose care he was, the slip the 
same evening. 

March 14, 



Wanted. — A female Waiter in a. small family, one that 
can be well recommended as to capacity and characteri-^ slave 
would be preferred, by the year. Apply at the Patriot office. 

Mays. 



House Servants for Sale.-^A family of valuable servants, 
consisting of a woman twenty-four years old, a good American 
cook, her daughter eight or nme years of age, a smart . house 
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terraiit, and her sob a hoy of four yean old; aU good cha« 
ncters, and fiiHy gnaraaded. Aj^y to Jas. Aamok. 



Good Seevants Wanted. 
The Subscriber wishes to purchase or hire, (the former 
would be preferred,) four first rate serrants, two for waiters, 
and two female servants, aqmble of waiting on ladies, and 
laking charge of chambers. None need ^>ply but thoae that 
can bring good reconmiendations as to industry, honesty, 

Feb. 27. John Gadbbt, National Hotci. 



Sale of Negroes — Will be sold at Terrell's tayern, in the 
.eounty of Hanover, to the highest bidder for cash, several 
likdy young negroes belonging to the estate of Bundey Duke, 
dec*d., on the 2dth day of the present month (April), to satisfy 
the claims against the estate of the said decedent, at which 
time and place, those having claims are requested to present 
them. 

April 11. By the Executor. 



' A Great Bargain in Main Street Property, for cash or on 
time, or it would be exchanged for Young Negroes, by contract 
or at valuation, or for Tobacco or Iron. — Enquire of 

May 15« Howel Davies. 



Cash for 200 Negroes. 
We will pay higher prices in cash, for two hundred negroes, 
of both sexes, from twelve to twenty>five years of age, than 
any purchaser who is now or may hereafter come into this 
market. 
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AH communicatknls promptly attended td. We taXk at iSi 
itimes be found at our residencei Weftt end of Duke Stred:, 
Alexandria, D. G. 

Oct. S. F&ANKLIN Aim ASkUltttiLD. 



A NuESE Wanted. — Wanted immediately, a middle aged 
woman, without incumbrance, as a nurse. For one that is ca- 
pable, and can come well reconmiended, I will give a liberal 
hire. 

Ed. W. Tohpkins% 



No. III. 

TdE fdlowing Conf£s«ion was published Not. 5, 1831, by T. 
R. Gbat, of Jerusalem, Southampton, Virginia, with an ad- 
dress to the public and an attestation from the judicial cotnt, 
in whose presence it was read to NAt TuKNE]^ and acknow- 
ledged by him to be correct. 



CONFESSION. 

AgheeablG to his own appointment, on the evening he Was 
eommittea to prison, with permission of the jailer, I visited 
Nat on Tuesday the 1st November, when, without being 
questioned at all, he commenced his narrative in the following 
words: — 

Sni, — You have asked me to give a history of the motives 
which induced me to undertake the late insurrection, as you 
cab it. To do so I must go back to the days of my infancy^ 
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and even before I was born. I was thirty-one years of age the 
2d of October last, and bom the property of Benj . Turner, of 
this county. In my childhood, a circumstance occurred which 
made an indelible impression on my mind, and laid the ground 
work of that enthusiasm, which has terminated so fatally to 
many, both white and black, and for which I am about to atone 
at the gallows. It is, here necessary to relate this circumstance 
—trifling as it may seem, it was the commencement of that 
belief which has grown with time, and even now, sir, in this 
dungeon, helpless and forsaken as I am, I cannot diyest myself 
of. Being at play with other children, when three or four 
years old, I was telling them something, which my mother 
overhearing, said it had happened before I was bom. I stuck 
to my story, however, and related some things which went, in 
her opinion, to confirm it ; others being called on were greatly 
astonished, knowing that these things had haj^ened, and 
caused them to say in my hearing, I surely would be a prophet, 
as the Lord had shewn me things that had happened Jsefore 
my birth. And my father and mother strengthened me in this 
my first impression, saying, in my presence, I was intended for 
some great purpose, which they had always thought from cer- 
tain marks on my head and breast — (a parcel of excrescences 
which I believe are not at all uncommon, particularly among 
negroes, as I have seen several with the same. In this case 
he has either cut them off or they have nearly disappeared). — 
My grandmother, who was very religious, ahd to whom I was 
much attached — ^my master, who belonged to the church, and 
other religious persons who visited the house, and whom I 
often saw at prayers, noticing the singularity of my manners, I 
suppose, and my uncommon intelligence for a child, remarked 
I had too much sense to be raised, and if I was, I would never 
be of any service to any one as a slave. To a mind like mine, 
restless, inquisitive* and observant of every thing that was 
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passing, it is easy to suppose that religion was the subject to 
which it would be directed, and although this subject princi- 
pally occupied my thoughts, there was nothing that I saw or 
heard of to which my attention was not directed. The man- 
ner in which I learned to read and write, not only had great 
influence on my own mind, as I acquired it with the most per- 
feet ease, so much so, that I have no recollection whatever of 
learning the alphabet ; but to the astonishment of the family, 
one day, when a book was shewn me to keep me from crying, 
I began spelling the names of different objects. This was a 
source of wonder to all in the neighbourhood, particularly the 
blacks ; and this learning wad constantly improved at all oppor- 
tunities. When I got large enough to go to work, while em- 
ployed, I was reflecting on many things that would present 
themselves to my imagination, and whenever an opportunity 
occurred of looking at a book, when the school children were 
getting their lessons, I would find many things that the fertility 
of my own imagination had depicted to me before ; all my time, 
not devoted to my master's service, was spent either in prayer, 
or in making experiments in casting different things in moulds 
made of earth, in attempting to make paper, gunpowder, and 
many other experiments, that although I could not perfect, yet 
convinced me of its practicability if I had the means *. I was 
not addicted to stealing in my youth, nor have ever been. 
Yet such was the confidence of the negroes in the neighbor'^ 
hood, even at this early period of my life, in my superior judg- 
ment, that they would often carry me with them when they 
were going on any roguery, to plan for them. Growing up 
among them, with this confidence in my superior judgment, 
and when this, in their opinions, was perfected by Divine in- 
spiration, from the circumstances already alluded to in my 

^ When questioned as to the manner of manufacturing those difT^ent 
articles, he was found well informed ion the subject. 

s3 
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infancy, and which bdlef was ever afterwards zealously m* 
cukated by the austerity of my life and maniieis, which 

became the subject of remariL by white and black Having 

soon discovered to be great, I must appear so» and there- 
fore studiously avoided mixing in society, and wrapped my* 

self in mystery, devoting my tune to fasting ai^ prayer 

By this time, Zving arrived to man's estate, and .hli^ the 
scriptures commented on at meetings, I was struck with that 
particular passage which says : " Seek ye the kingdom of 
Heaven, and all things shall be added unto you." I reflected 
much on this passage, and prayed daily for light on this tub- 
ject. — As I 'was praying one day at my plough, the s^Hrit spoke 
to me, saying, ** Seek ye the kingd6m of Heaven, and all 
things shall be added unto you." 

Question. — What do you mean by the Spirit? 

Answek. — The Spirit that spoke to the prophets in former 
days ; — and I was greatly astonished, and for two years prayed 
continually, whenever pay duty would permiU-and then again 
I had the same revelation, which fully confirmed me in the 
impression that I was ordained for some great purpose in 
the hands of the Almighty. Several years rolled round, in 
which many events occurred to strengthen me in this my 
belief. At this time I reverted in my mind to the remarka 
made of me in my childhood, and the things that had been 
shewn me — and as it had been said of me in my childhood by 
those by whom I had been taught to pray, both white and 
black, and in whom I had the greatest confidence, that I had 
too much sense to be raised, and if I was, I would never be of 
any use to any one as a slave. Now finding I had arrived to ' 

• 

man's estate, and was a slave, and these revelations being 
made known to me, I began to direct my attention to this great 
object, to fulfil the purpose for which, by this time, I felt 
assured I was intended. Knowing the influence I had obtained 



over the minds of my fellow servimis, (n6t by the means of 
conjuring and such like tricks^-^for to them I always spoke of 
such things with contempt,) but by the communion of the 
l^irit, whose revelations I oflell commtmicated to them ; and 
they belieted, and said my wisdom tome from God^ I now 
began to prepare them for my purpose^ by ielling them some- 
thing was about to happen that would terminate in fulfilling 
the great promise that had been made to ine. About this time 
I was placed under an Overseer, from whom I I'an away j and 
afler remaining in the woods thirty days, I returned, to the a8to<- 
nishment of the negroes on the plantation, who thought I had 
made my escape to some other part of the country, as my father 
had done before. But th^ reason of my return was, that the Spi^ 
rit appeared to me, and said I had my wishes directed to the 
things of this World, and not to the kingdom of Heaven^ and 
that I should return to the service of my earthly master :-*- 
*• For he who knoweth his Master's will, and doeth it not, 
shall be beaten with many stripes, and thus have I chastened 
you." And the negroes fouhd fault, and murmured against 
me, saying, that if they had my sense they would not serve any 
master in the world. And about this time I had a vision — and 
I saw white spirits and black spirits engaged in battle, and the 
sun was darkened — ^the thunder rolled in the heavens, and 
blood flowed in streams— and I heard a voice saying, ** Such is 
your luck, such you are called to see, and let it c(mie rough or 
smooth, you must surely bear it." I now withdrew myself as 
much as my situaticm would permit, from the intercourse of 
my feUow servants, for the avowed purpose of serving the 
Spirit more fully ; — and it appeared to me, and reminded me of 
the. things it had already shown me, and that it would then 
reveal to me the knowledge of the elements, the revolution of 
the planets, the operation of tides, and changes of the seasons. 
After this revelation in the year 1825, and the knowlec^e of 
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the elements being made known to me, I sought more than ever 
to obtain true holiness before the great day of judgement should 
appear, and then I began to receive the true knowledge (^Cuth. 
And from^ the first steps of righteousness until the last, was I 
made perfect ; and the Holy Ghost was with me, and said,-— 
/* Behold me as I stand in the Heavens !" — and I looked and 
saw the forms of men in different attitudes — and there were 
lights in the sky to. which the children of darkness gave 
other names than what they really were — for they were the 
lights of the Saviour's hands, stretched forth from east to 
west, even as they were extended on the cross on Calvary for 
the redemption of sinners. And I wondered greatly at these 
miracles, and prayed to be informed of a certainty of the mean- 
ing thereof— and shortly afterwards, while laboring in the 
field, I discovered drops of blood on the com as though it were 
dew from heaven — and' I communicated it to many, both white 
.and black, in the neighborhood — and I then found on the leaves 
in the woods hieroglyphic characters, and numbers, with 
the forms of men in different attitudes, portrayed in blood, 
and representing the figures I had seen before in the heavens. 
And now the Holy Ghost had* revealed itself to me, and made 
plain the miracles it had shown me. For as the blood of 
Christ had been shed on tliis earth, and had ascended to 
Heaven for the salvation of sinners, and was now returning to 
earth again in the form of dew, — and as the leaves on the trees 
bore' the impression of the figures I had seen in the heavens, it 
was plain to me that the Saviour was about to lay down the 
yoke he had borne for the sins of men, and the great day of 
judgement was at hand« About this time I told these things to 
a white man, (Etheldred T, Brantley,) on whom it had a won- 
derful efiect ; and he ceased from his wickedness, and was 
attacked immediately with a cutaneous eruption, and blood 
oozed from the pores of his skin, and after praying and fristing 
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nine days he was healed ; and the Spirit appeared to me again, 

and said, as the Saviour had been baptised, so should we be also ; 

--and when the white people would not let us be baptized by the 

church, we went down into the water together, in the sight of 

many who reviled us, and were baptised by the Spirit. After 

this I rejoiced greatly, and gave thanks to God : and on the 

12th of May, 1828, I heard a loud noise in the heavens, and 

the Spirit instantly appeared to me and said the serpent 

was loosened, and ChriSt had laid down the yoke he had 

borne for the sins of men, and that I should take it on and 

I 

fight against the serpent; for the time was fast approaching 
when the first should be last and the last should be first. 

Question. — Do you not find yourself mistaken now? 

Answee.— Was not Christ crucified? And by signs in the 
heavens that it would make known to me when I should com- 
mence the great work, and until the first sign appeared, I 
should conceal it from the knowledge of men. And on the 
appearance of the sign, (the eclipse of the sun last February,) 
I should arise and prepare myself, and slay my enemies with 
their own weapons. And immediately on the sign appearing 
in the heavens, the seal was removed from my lips, and I com- 
municated the great work laid out for me to do, to four in whom 
I had the greatest confidence, (Henry, Hark, Nelson, and 
Sam). It was intended by us to have begun the work of death 
on the 4th July last. Many were the plans formed and 
rejected by us ; and it afiected my mind to such a degree, that 
I fell sick, and the time passed without our coming to any 
determination how to commence : still forming new schemes 
and rejecting them, when the sign appeared again, which deter- 
mined me not to Wait longer. 

Since the commencement of 1830, I had been living with 
Mr. Joseph Travis, who was to me a kind master, and placed 
the greatest confidence in me ; in fact, I had no cause to com- 
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plain of his treatment to me. On Saturday evening, the SOth 
of August, it vras agreed between Henry, Hark, and myseli^ t6 
prepare a dinner the next day for the men we expected, 
and then to concert a plan, as we had not yet determined on 
any. Hark, on the following morning, broi]^ht a pig, and 
Henry brandy ; and being joined by Sam, Nelson, Will, and 
Jack, they prepared in the woods a dinn^ ; where, about three 
o'clock, I joined them. 

Question. — Why were you so backward in joining them? 

Answsr. — The same reason that had caused me not to mix 
with them for years before. 

I saluted them on coming up, and asked Will how came he 
there; he answered, his life was worth no more than others, 
and his liberty as dear to him. I asked him if he thought to 
obtain it? He said he would, or lose his life. Thid was 
enough to put him in full confidence. Jack, I knew, was only 
a tool in the hands of Hark ; it was quickly agreed we should 
commence at home (Mr. J. Travis's) on that night ; and until we 
had armed and equipped ourselves, and gathered sufficient force, 
neither age nor sex was to be spared (which was invariably 
adhered to). We remained at the feast, until about two hours 
in the night, when we went to the house and found Austin ; 
they all went to the cider press and drank, except myself. On 
returning to the house. Hark went to the door with an axe, 
for the purpose of breaking it open, as we knew we were stroi^ 
enough to murder the family if they were awaked by the noise ; 
but reflecting that it might create an alarm in the neighbor- 
hood, we determined to enter the house secretly, and murder 
them whilst sleeping. Hark got a ladder and set it against the 
chimney, on which I ascended, and hoisting a window, entered 
and came down stairs, unbarred the door, and removed the 
guns from their places. It was then observed that 1 must spill 
the first blood. On which, armed with a hatchet, and accom-^ 
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panied by Will, I entered my master's chamber : it being dark, 
I could not give a death blow, the hatchet glanced from his 
head ; he sprang from the bed, and called his wife — it was his 
last word ; Will laid him dead with a blow of his axe, and Mrs. 
Travis shared the same fate as she' lay in bed. 

The murder of this family, five in number, was the work of amo- 
ment,*^not one of them awoke ; there was a little infant sleeping in 
a cradle, that was forgotten until we had left the house, and gone 
some distance, when Henry and Will returned and killed it. We 
got here four guns that would shoot, and several old muskets, 
with a pound or two of powder. We remained some time at 
the barn, where we paraded ; I formed them in aline as soldiers, 
and after carrying them through all the manoeuvres I was mas- 
ter of, marched them off to Mr. Salathul Francis's, about six 
hundred yardd distant. Sam and Will went to the door and 
knocked. Mr. Francis asked who was there ; Sam replied it 
was him, and he had a letter for him, on which he got up and 
came to the door ; they immediately seized him, and dragging 
him out a little ftom the door, he was dispatched by repeated 
blows on the head ; there was no other white person in the 
family. We started from there for Mrs. Reese's, maintaining 
the most perfect silence on our march; where, finding the 
door unlocked, we entered, and murdered Mrs. Reese in her 
bed, while sleeping ; her son awoke, but it was only to sleep 
the sldep of, death : he- had only time to say, who is that? and 
he was no more. From Mrs. Reese's we went to Mrs. Tur- 
ner's, a mile distant, which we reached about sunrise on 
Monday morning. . Henry, Austin, and Sam, went tp the still ; 
where, finding Mr. Peebles, Austin shot him, and the rest of 
us went to the house ; as we approached the family discovered 
us, and shut the door. Vain hope 1 Will, with one stroke of 
his axe, opened it, and we entered and found Mrs. Turner and 
Mrs. Newsome in the middle of a room, almost frightened to 
death. Will'immediately killed Mrs. Turner with one blow of 
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his axe. I took Mrs. Newsome by the hand, and with ^the 
sword I had when I was apprehended, I struck her several blows 
oyer the head, but not being able to kill her, as the sword was 
dull. Will turning around and discovering it, despatched her 
also. A general destruction of property, and search for money 
and ammunition, always succeeded the murders. By this time 
my company amounted to fifteen, and nine men mounted, who? 
started for Mrs. Whitehead's, (the other six were to go through 
a bye-way to Mr. Bryant's, and rejoin us at Mrs. Whitehead's.) 
As we approached the house we discovered Mr. Richard White- 
head standing in the cotton patch, near the lane fence ; we 
called him over into the lane, and Will, the executioner, was 
near at hand, with his fatal axe, to send him to an untimely 
grave. 

As we pushed on to the house, I discovered some one 
run round the garden, and thinking it was some of the white 
family, I pursued them ; but finding it was a servant girl 
belonging to the house, I returned to commence the work of 
death, but they whom I left had not been idle; all the 
family were already murdered, but Mrs. Whitehead and her 
daughter Margaret. As I came round to the door I saw Will 
pulling Mrs. Whitehead out of the house, and at the step he 
nearly severed her head from her body with his broad axe. 
Miss Margaret, when I discovered her, had concealed herself 
in the corner, formed by the projection of the cellar cap from 
the house; on my approach she fled, but was soon overtaken; 
and after repeated blows with a sword, I killed her by a blow 
on the head with a fence rail. By this time, the six who had 
gone by Mr. Bryant's, rejoined us, and informed me they .h^d>. 
done the work of death assigned them. We again divided, part -t 
going to Mr. Richard Porter's, and from thence to Nathaniel 
Francis's, the others to Mr. Howell Harris's, and . Mr. T. 
Doyle's. On my reaching Mr. Porter's, he had escaped with 
his .&mily« , I un4erstood there that the alarm had already 
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spread, and I immediately returned to bring up those sent to 
Mr. Doyle's and Mr. Howell Harris's ; the party I left going 
on to Mr. Francis's having told them I would join them in 
that neighborhood. I met these sent to Mr. Doyle's and Mr. 
Harris's returning, having met Mr. Doyle on the road, and 
killed him ; and learning from some who joined them, that 
Mr. Harris was from home, I immediately pursued the course 
taken by the party gone on before ; but knowing they would 
complete the work of death and pillage at Mr. Francis's before 
•I could get there, I went to Mr. Peter Edwards's, expect- 
ing to find them there, but they had been here also. I then 
went to Mr. John T. Barrow's; they had been here, and 
murdered him. I pursued on their track to Capt. Newit 
Harris's, where I found the greater part mounted, and readjr 
to starts the men, now amounting to about forty, shouted and 
hurraed as I rode up ; some were in the yard loading their 
guns, others drinking. They said Captain Harris and his 
family had escaped, the property in the house they destroyed, 
robbing him of money and other valuables. I ordered them 
to mount and march instantly, this was about nine or ten 
o'clock, Monday morning. I proceeded to Mr. Levi Waller's, 
two or three miles distant. I took my station in the rear, and 
as it was my object to carry terror and devastation wherever 
we went, I placed fifteen or twenty of the best armed and most 
to be relied on, in front, who generally £^proached the houses 
as fast as their horses could run ; this was for two purposes — 
to prevent their escape, and strike terror to the inhabitants, — 
on this account I never got to the houses, after leaving Mrs. 
Whitehead's, until the murders were committed, except in onecase. 
I sometimes got in sight in time to see the work of death com- 
pleted, viewed the mangled bodies as they lay, in silent satisfac- 
tion, and immediately started in quest of other victims. Having 
murdered Mrs. Waller and teU children, we started for Mr. Wil- 
liam. Williams's, having killed him and two little hoys that were 
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there; while engaged in this^ Mrd. Willkmi fl<dd and got SMM 
distance from the house, but she was pursued, overtaken, Had 
compelled to get up behind one of the company, who brOu^t 
her back, and after showing her the mangled body o^ her lifew 
less husband, she Was told to get down and lay by his side, 
where she was shot dead^ I then started fer Mr. Jac6b Wil*- 
liams, where the family were murdered^ Here We found a 
young man named Dniry, who had come on business with 
Mr. Williams ; he was pursued* overtaken, 4lnd shot* Ml^. 
Vaughan was the next place we visited, and after murdering 
the family here, I determined on starting for Jerusalem. Ottr 
number amounted now to fifty or sixty, idl mounted and 
armed with guns, axes, swords* and dubs. On reaching Mf ^ 
James W. Parker*s gate, inunediately on the road leading to 
Jerusalem, and about three miles distant, it was proposed 10 
me to call there, but I objected, as I knew he was gon6 M> 
Jerusalem, and my object was to reach there as soon as p(^ 
sible ; but some of the men having relations at Mr» Parker'ti> 
it was agreed that they might call and get his people. I re«- 
mained at the gate on the road, with seven or eight ; the othefft 
gCMUg across the field to the house^ about half-a-mile off! 
After waiting some time for them, I became impatient* aad 
started to the house for them, and on our return we were met 
by a party of white men, who had pursued our blood-stoified 
track, and who had fired on those at the gate, and dispefsed 
them,-^which I knew nothing of, not having been at that time 
rejoined by any of them, — immediately on discovering the 
whites, I ordered my men to halt and form, as they appealed 
to be alarmed. The white men, eighteen in number* a)l- 
proached us in about one hundred yards, when one of them 
fired, (this was against the positive orders of Captain Alexan<- 
der P. Peete, who commanded, and who had directed the men 
to reserve their fire until within thirty paces,) and I (^scovered 
about half of them retreating, I ihea ordered my men to fire 
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aod rush on 'them ; the few remaitii&g stood their groond until 
we approached within fi% yards, when they fired and te- 
treated. We pursued and overtook some of them who we 
thought we left dead ; (they were not killed i) after pursuing 
them about two hundred yards, and rising a little hiU, I dis<- 
oovered they were met by another party, and had halted, 
and were reloading their guns ; (this was a small party from 
Jerusalem who knew the negroes were in the field, and had just 
tied their horses to await their return to the road, knowing 
that Mr. Pariter and family were in Jerusalem, but knew nor- 
thing of the party that had gmte in with Captain Pe^e ; 4>n 
hearing the firing they immediately rushed to the spot, and 
lurrived just in time to arrest the progress of these barfoiurouB 
▼iUaios, and save the lives of their friends and fellow-citize!&s;)^ 
thinking that those who retreated first, and the party who fired 
on us at fifty or sixty yards distant, had all only fallen back to 
meet others with ammunition^ As I saw them reloading their 
guns, and more coming up than I saw at first, and several*<^ 
my bravest men being wounded, the others became panic- 
struck and squandered over the field ; the white men pursued 
and fired on us several times. Hark had his horse shot under 
him, and I caught another for him as- it was running by me ; 
&Ye or six of my men were wounded, but none left on the fidd; 
finding myself defeated here, I instantly determined to go 
through a private way, and cross the Nottoway river at the 
Cypress bridge, three miles below Jerusalem, and attack that 
place in the rear, as I expected they would look for me on the 
other road, and I had a great desire to get there to procure 
arms and ammunition. After going a short distance in this 
private way, accompanied by about twenty men, I overtodL 
two or three who told me the others were dispersed in every 
direction. After trying in vain to collect a sufficient force to 
proceed to Jerusalem, I determined to return, as I was sure 
they would make back to their old n^hborhood, where they 
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"would rejoin me, make new recruits, and come down again. 
On my way back, I called at Mrs. Thomas's, Mrs. Spencer's, 
and several other places: the white families having 'fled, w« 
found no more victims to gratify our thirst for blood, we stop- 
ped at Major Ridley's quarter for the night, and being joined 
by four of lus men, with the recruits made since my defeat we 
mustered now about forty strong. After placing out sentinefs^* 
I laid down to sleep, but was quickly roused by a great racket ; 
starting up, I found some mounted, and others in great con- 
fusion, one of the sentinels having given the alarm that we 
were about to be attacked ; I ordered some to ride round land 
reconnoitre, and on their return the others being more alarmed, 
not knowing who they were, fled in difierent ways, so that' I 
was reduced to about twenty again ; with this I determined to 
attempt to recruit, and proceed on ^o rally in the neighborhood 
I had left. Dr. Blunt's was the nearest house, which *Ve 
reached just before day ; on riding up the yard. Hark fired a 
gun. We expected Dr. Blunt and his family were at Mfl§or 
Ridley's, as I knew there was a company of men there ; the 
gun was fired to ascertain if any of the family were at home ; 
we were immediately fired upon and retreated, leaving several 
of my men. I do not know what became of them, as I never 
saw them afterwards. Pursuing our course back and coming 
in sight of Captain Harris's, where we had been the day before, 
we discovered a party of white men at the house, on which all 
deserted me but two; (Jacob and Nat;) we concealed ourselves 
in the woods imtil near night, when I sent them in search of 
Henry, Sam, Nelson, and Hark, and directed them to rally 
all they could, at the place we had had our dinner the 
Sunday before, where they would find me, and I accord- 
ingly returned there as soon as it was dark and remained 
until Wednesday evening, when discovering white men riding 
around the place as though they were looking for some one, 
and none of my men joining me, I concluded Jacob and Nat 
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had been taken, and compeUed to b^ray me. On this I gave 
up all hope for the present; and on Thursday night, after 
haying supplied myself with provisions from Mr. Travis's, I 
scratched a hole under a pile of fence rails in a field, where I 
concealed myself for six weeks, never leaving my hiding place 
btit for a few minutes in the dead of night to get water which 
was very near ; thinking by this time I could Venture out, I 
b^gan to go about in the night and eaves-drop the houses in the 
neighborhood ; pursuing this course for about a fortnight and 
gathering little or no intelligence, a£raid of speaking to any hu- 
man being, and returning every morning to my cave before the 
dawn of day. I know not how long I might have led this life, 
if accident had not betrayed me, a dog in the neighborhood 
passing by my hiding place one night while I was out, was at- 
tracted by some meat I had in my caye, and crawled in and 
stole it, and was coming out just as I returned. A few nights 
after, two negroes having started to go himting with the same 
dog, and passed that way, the dog came again to the place, 
and having just gone out to walk about, discovered me and 
barked, on which thinking myself discovered, I spoke to them 
to beg concealment. On making myself known they fled ftom 
me. Knowing then they would betray me, I immediately left 
my hiding place, and was pursued almost incessantly until I 
was taken a fortnight afterwards by Mr. Benjamin Phipps, in 
a little hole I had dug out with my sword, for the purpose of 
concealment, under the top of a fallen tree. On Mr. Phipps 
discovering the place of my concealment, he cocked his gun 
and aimed at me. I requested him not to shoot and I would 
gjve up, upon which he demanded my sword. I delivered it 
to him, and he brought me to prison. During the time I was 
pursued, I had many hair-breadth escapes, which your time 
will not permit me to relate. I am here loaded with chains, 
and willing to suffer the &te that awaits me. 



I here proceeded, to make some enquirief <o£ him, tittst 
i«ghim «f the certAin death that awaited him, and that eoBoeak 
meat would Qulj bring destruction on the innoc^Dit as well aa. 
guil^, of his own col<^» if he knew of any extenrave or eoir-* 
carted plan. His answer was, I do not. When I questiaQflA 
him as to the insurrection in North Carolina happening akoi^ 
the aan^e time^ he denied any knowledge of it ; and whem i' 
looked hiia in the face as though I would search his inmost 
thoughts, he replied, << I see, sir, you doubt my word ; tab 
can you not think the same ideas, and strange appearanoat 
about this time in the heayena might prompt others, as well aa 
myseli^ to this undertaking." I now had much conTCTsatiQ» 
with and asked him many questions, having forborne to do s* 
proviously, except in the cases noted in par^itheses ; but diif^ 
ing his statement, I had, unnoticed by him, taken notes aa to 
some particular circumstances, and having the advantage of Uft 
sta^inent before me in writing, oa the evening of the third day 
that I had been with him, I began a cross examination, and 
found his statement corroborated by every curcumstance coming 
within my own knowledge or the confessions of others whon 
had been either killed or executed, and whom he had not see* 
nor had any knowledge since 22nd of August last, he expressed 
himself fully satisfied as to the impracticability of his attempt. 
It has been said he was ignorant and cowardly, and that hia 
object was, to murder and rob for the purpose of obtaining 
money to make his escape. It is notorious, that he was never 
knovm to have a dollar in his life ; to swear an oath, or drink a 
drop of spirits. As to his ignorance, he certainly never had 
the advantages of education, but he can read and write, (it warn 
taught him by his parents,) and for natural intelligence and 
quickness of apprehension, is surpassed by few men I hava 
ever seen. As to his being a coward, his reason as gives te 
not resisting Mr. Phipps, shews the decision of his character. 
— When he saw Mr. Phippa present his gun, he said he knew 



i% was iiQpQasiUe fof him to eseape «$ the woods were fuB of 
men i la^ therelbre thought it wa* better to ;iu]Tender, and tfust 
to for^we for his escapeu He is a complete fenatic, or i^y» 
his part most admirably. On other subjects he possesses an 
UDLQommqn share of intelligence, with a mind capable of attain- 
ing any thing ; hut warped and perverted by the infiuenee of 
early in^ressions. He is below the ordinary stature, though 
strong and active, having the true negro &ce, every feature <^ 
which is strongly mariced. I shall not attempt to describe the 
effect of his narrative, as told and commented on by Inmself, 
in the condemned hole of the prison. The cahn deliberate 
composure with which he spoke of his late deeds and inten- 
tions, the expression of his fieid-like face when excited by 
enthusiasm, still bearing the stains of the blood of helplese 
innocence about him; clothed with rags and covered with 
chains ; yet daring to raise his manacled hands to heaven, with 
a spirit soaring above the attributes of man; I looked on 
him and my blood curdled in my veins. 

I wiU not shock the feelings of humanity, nor wound 
afiresh the bosoms of the disconsolate sufierers in this unpa- 
ralleled and inhuman massacre, by detailing the deeds of theiv 
fiendilike barbarity. There were two or three who were in 
the power of these wretches, had they known it, and who es- 
caped in the rauost providential manner. There were two 
whom they thought they left dead on the field at Mr. Barker's, 
but who were only stunned by the blows of their guns, as 
they did not take time to re-load when they charged on them. 
The escape of a lit£le girl who went to school at Mr. Wf^. 
Icx^a, and where the children w^e collecting for that purpose, 
exfiited general sympathy. As their teacher had not arrived, 
they were at play in the yard, and seeing the negroes ap- 
pisaach, she ran iqp> on a dirt chimney, (such as are common 
to log houses,) and remained there unnoticed during the mas- 
sacre of the eleven that were kiQed at this, place. She re- 
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mained on her hidii^ place till just before the arrival of a 
party, who were in pursuit of the murderers, when she came 
down and fled to a swamp, where, a mere child as she was, 
with the horrors of the late scene before her, she lay con- 
cealed until the next day, when seeing a party go up to the 
house, she came up, and on being asked how she escaped, re- 
plied with the utmost simplicity, ** The Lord helped her." 
She was taken up behind a gentleman of the party, and re- 
tamed to the arms of her weeping mother ^^ Miss Whitehead 
concealed herself between the bed and the mat that supported 
it, while they murdeted her sister in the same room, without 
discovering her. She was afterwards carried off, and con- 
cealed for protection by a slave of the family, who gave evi- 
dence against several of them on their trial. Mrs. Nathaniel 
Francis, while concealed in a closet heard their blows, and the 
shrieks of the victims of these ruthless savages ; they then entered 
the closet where she was concealed, and wqnt out without 
discovering her.' While in this hiding place, she heard two '^f 
her women in a quarrel iLbout the division of her clothes. Mr. 
John T. Baron, discovering them approaching his house, told 
his wife to make her escape, and scorning to fly, fell fighting on 
his own threshold. After firing his rifle, he discharged his gm< 
at them, and then broke it over the villain who first approached 
him, but he was overpowered, and slain. His bravery, how- 
ever, saved from the hands of these monsters, his lovely and 
amiable wife, who will long lament a husband so deserving of 
her love. As directed by him, she attempted to escape 
through the garden, when she was caught and held by one of 
her servant girls, but another coming to her rescue, she fled to 
the woods, and concealed herself. Few, indeed, were, those 
who escaped their work of death. But fortunate for society, 
the hand of retributive justice has overtaken them : and not 
one that was known to be concerned has escaped. 

6. Woodfidl, Printer, Angel Court, Skinner Street, London. 
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